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PREFACE. 



The chief object I had in view in visiting 
America was to see things with my own eyes, 
in order to ascertain, by personal inspection, 
how far the sentiments prevalent in England 
with respect to that country were correct or 
otherwise. 

To avoid all undue inflnence, I considered 
it best to defer reading the works of prece-» 
ding travellers, until I should have formed my 
awn opinions on the subject ; but I found so 
much pleasure during the joum^, from the 
freshness of original and unbiassed observa- 
tion, that on my return I resolved to perse* 
vere in this self^-denial somewhat longer, that 
my narrative also might be derived, as far a« 
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possible, firom those local sources of informa* 
tion which had fallen within the reach of my^ 
own enquiries. 

The habits of an active professional life 
having put it out of my power to study in the 
closet many of the subjects discussed in these 
volumes, I have endeavoured, in touching 
them, to suj^ly the want of reading, by avail- 
ing myself of a pretty extensive acquaintance 
with the actual workings of numerous other 
poUtical and moral experiments, which chance 
has thrown in my way in different quarters 
of the globe. 

What might have been the effect of com- 
bining the experience of others, with the re- 
sult of my own researches, I cannot pretend 
to say. On the present occasion, I have mere- 
ly endeavoured to describe things as I saw 
them, and to add such reflections as were sugr 
gested on the spot, or have since arisen in my 
mind. 

As considerable misconception appears to 
prevail in England respecting the financial 
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affairs of the United States, I have taken 
paii^ to collect authentic accounts of the Ra* 
venue and Expenditure of that country. The 
details,, as far as I have obtained them, are 
given in a tabular form at the end of the 
third Volume. 

During the journey, I had opportuniUes of 
making some sketches with the Camera Lxl*- 
dda, an instrument invented by the late Dr 
WoUaston. But I have thought it best, in- 
stead of encumbering this work with draw- 
ings of such slender pretensions, to publish, 
in a separate form, a selection of those which 
appeared most characteristic. 

I beg leave, before parting, to say one word 
to my kind friends on the other side of the 
Atlantic. 

I have studiously avoided mentioning cir- 
cumstances, or even making allusions, calcula^ 
ted to give pain to any person ; and although 
I dare scarcely hope that my account will be 
very popular in America, I shall deeply la- 
^ment having written on the subject at all, if 
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diese pages shall be thought to contain a sin^ 
l^e expression inconsistent with the gratitude, 
which, in cmnmon with my family, I must 
ever feel for the attention and hospitality we 
received from the Americans, or with the 
hearty good-will we bear to every individual 
whom we met with in their widely extended 
country. 



Edinburgh, 15th June, IS99. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Ok Tneeday morning the 17th of April 189T, 
I embarked at Liverpool, widi my wife and ohfld, 
<xa board thie good ship Floridfl, whereof Mr John 
Tinkham was master, and sajlcd for America^ 
'With alight fidr wind, which earned ns ahottt one 
ihird of the way acroas the Atlantic. And at«san- 
aet on theldtii of May, after a voyage of twenty 
eight doys^ we passed Sandy 'Hook Lig&t-House, 
at. the entranee of th€(^ harbour of New York. 

The proper day of saiiling from Eilgland, ac- 
cording to the regulations of the weekly packets; 
was the 16th of the month; but owing to some 
difficulty about collecting the crew, we lost 
twenty-four precioas hotirs, at the commeneement 
of an easterly wind. Anoth^ sldp, however, 
better prepared, warped but of i^e dock, proceed* 
ad to sea on that day, and by this apparently 
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trivial advantage, coDtrived to get into what sea^ 
men call a vein of wind, and arrived nine days 
before ns : thns showing that in nautical, as well 
as in other matters, it is well to take time by the 
for dnk ; a lesson we resolved to profit by in our 
fiillioumey. 

It was qnite dark before the ship was brought 
to an anchor, off the town of New York, so that 
we missed seeing the beauties of the approach, de- 
scribed to ns in terms of gteat rapture by some of 
the passengers, to whom the scene was not new. 
Id strictness, it was not dtc^ether new to me; 
fbt I had gone trver the same gromid some two 
orthree-and-twenty years before, when a mid* 
fJbipmttTi of the Leander, flag-ship of the Hali- 
fiix station. Bat my recollections were sovagne 
a&d indistinct, and everything appeared so much 
altered, that, I could scarcely recognise at first 
mimy objects, which, after a littlf lime, were re- 
vived, or seemed to be revived, in my memory, 
where tfa^ must have slept for neariy a<piarter of 
i ^ cedtory. • 

I hadreason to &ncy, however, that a sfiQmore 
important ohaiige'had taken place in my, feelings, 
with r^(^pect to the country I was revisiting. And 
it is perhaps right to state, thus early, what were 
my s^dtimeats aad 0{anioJis at Aese two instant 
periods. 
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. In fbrmer days, I confisss I was not Tiery wett 
disposed to tlie Americans ; a feeling shared widi 
•all mj eamponions on board, and -probaiiky also 
with most of my superiors. But as the duties of 
a varied service, in after years, direw me far from 
tike source atwhidi these national antipathies had 
been imbibed, they appeared gradually to dissi- 
^te themselves, in proportum as iiiyAcqiiamtaiiee 
with other countries was extended,^ and I had 
learned to thmk better tDf mankind in gsaeval. 
Thus, in process of time, I came to view with 
regret the prevalence in others of those hos- 
tile seatiments I had m^yvelf relinqiashed,* My 
^ext anxiety naturally was, to persuade btheo% 
4Jiat ih^re really were veo just grounds for Hm 
a^ntual hostility so manifestly existii^ between 
America and England. To speak more ciHrrecti^^ 
I eould not help believing, that, in spite of the 
great differences in the geographical and political 
situation of the two countries, there must still be 
so many circumstances in wliich they agreed, that 
if the merits of both were respectively explained, 
&ere would ^ring up naiore cordiality between 
them ; a state of thix^ w^hich I took it for granted 
must be advantageous to both countriss. 

These speculative views, were further confirmed 
by the report of the Americans I met wilh frooi 
time to time, all of whom gave the most animatii|g 
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and unqualified praise to their country and its in- 
atitutions ;. accompanied, inyariably, by vehement 
denundationis against the whole race of travel- 
lers, whose statementa they represented as being, 
without exception, false and slanderous, and con« 
sequi^tly, as doing their country no justice. So 
much, indeed, was I persuaded of the truth of 
these statonents, that, from a desire to lUnk well 
of the country, I avoided reading any of the Tra- 
Teb m question, and rather chose to form my 
opinions mainly from the accoimts of the Ameri-> 
cans themselveai 

At length, on the occurrence of an interval of 
proiessional leisure, I resolved to investigate this 
«^ interesting subject for myself; for I found very few 
p^ple in England of my way of thinking. Ac- 
pcsrdiiigly I set out for America, with the confident 
expectation, iM>t only of finding amjde materials 
for justifying these finrourable impresmons adopW 
ed from the Americans, but of being able, by a 
fair statement of the facts of the case, to soften in 
some d^ee the asperity of that ill-will, of which 
it was imposdble to deny the existence, and which 
iwas looked upon by many persons in both coun- 
tries as a serious international evil. 
. Probably, therefore, there seldom was a traveU 
ler who visited, a foreign land in a more kindly 
spirit. I was reaJly desirous of seeing every thing. 
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relating to the people^ country, and instittttioiis, in 
the most i&YOurable figlit ; and was resolv^ to use 
my best endeavours to represent to my country- 
nteh what was good, in colours which tn%ht iii-' 
cline them to diink the Americans more worthy 
of regard and confidence, than they generally 
were esteemed in England. It was ako part of 
my project, if possible, to conyince the Ameri-^ 
cans themselves, that the English were willing to 
think well of them,' and were sincerely imxioiiii 
to be on good terms, if they could only see just 
grounds for a change of sentiment. Such w«*e 
the hopes and wishes with which I landed in 
America* 

A thousand years, would not wipe out the re-^ 
eoUection of our first breakfast at New York. At 
eight o'clock we hurried from the packet, and 
though certainly I most devoutly love the sea, 
which has be^i my home for more than half my 
life, 1 must honestly acknowledge having leap- 
ed on shore with a light heart, after four weeks of 
confinenient. Few naval officers, I suspect, hff 
Aey ever so fond of their business afloat, ever 
come to relish another' ^hip, after commanding 
one of their own/ 

The Florida, our ^ood packet, during the night 
had been drawn alongride of the wharf, so dbat 
we had nothing more to do than step oipi shore, 
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■low onMbreg inte ahMdRBey G«ndi» aad^drimcift 
Has etfria^e waft dE jdie meest deaer^Ofiy open 
botli in fronl;, and at the sides, aiikd was dxatwia hy 
sinaU, doek, li%|li4ir«d hoises, diiyeB.by a m 
to, whose broken, lii^ reminded me of .the West 
Indies. 

A^we passed along, many tidnga recalled the aea^ 
porta of England to my thoughts, although ahtm- 
dant indicationa of another conntry lay <m all 
hands. The signs over ihe.shop doors were writ- 
ten in English ; but the laagoage we heard spdEen 
was dUBTerent in tone froin what we had been 
accustomed to. Still it was English* Yet there 
was more or less of a foreign air in all we saw, 
e^eeially aboat the dress, and gait of the men. 
Tiegroes and n^resses also were seen in abnnd<* 
anee on the 'wharfiu The form of most of the 
wheded carriages was novel; and we enc6nn*» 
tared several covered' vcjbicles, xm which was 
written in large charaetera, ICE. I was amnsed 
by observing over one* of the stores, as the diops 
aije . called,, a great, staring^ weU-wigged figmre 
painted on the sign, under which was written, 
Loan Eldon. A. sldiiny row of white law books 
explained the mystery. The wh<4e seemed at 
times, more like a dreajOEi than a sober reality. 
For there waa so much about it that looked like 
JBogland^thatwahalf ftacaed omoselves back agwi^ 



W^ 



ft . 



U»I9£D STAINS. 7 

aoi yet tibere was qui^ enough to show in the 
next instant, lint it Was'a ^eiy d£BRMrMt eoimtrjr. 
This indbtind^ dreamy Mnd 6f feeling, lasted fbr 
several days ; after which it gradimlly faded away 
b^bre a different set of impressions^ which will be 
desciihed'in th^ €am. 

Batlamqiiitelbrgetling»the glorious breakfiist ! 
'We had asked meirely for some freiEb diad, a fiah re- 
-ported to be e:ifceUent, as indeed it proved* Bat a 
-great steaming, juicy beeftteak, also made its ap« // 
pesorance^ flanked by a dish of mutton filets. The; ^^ * ' ' 
l'Sb$»i is a nalive of the American waters, I believe Af ^ ^ y . 
(Kxelasively, and if so, it is almost worthy of a voy- * ( - 
age across the Atlantic to make its acquamtance. / i 
To these viands were added a spltadid arrange- )' ' 
ment of snow-white roHs, raiments of hot toast, "-' ; 
with oceans of tea and coffee. I have not intich 
title, they tell me, to the nune of gourmand^ 
or epicure ; nevertheless, I do frankly plead guilty 
t9 faaviijg made upon this oiecasion a most enor- 
mous breakfast ; as if resolved to make up at 
foe unconscionable meal, the eight-and-twenty 
^€toe£ng unsatisfactory diurnal operations of this 
satnre, which had intervened since our leaving tibe 
good che«r of Liverpool. • No ship, indeed, could be 
more bountifully supplied than our packet ; but, 
alas for#the sea ! manage it as you will, the contrast 
between it and the shore, I am sorry to say, is 
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v^orygrei^. Nothing but diame^ I fospeet, preiMii- 

edmefremexhaustmgthepati^efiice of thepatttibig 

. wsiiexBj by farther demands for toast, roBs, and 

.fish ; and I rose at ]ast;mth tlie hnngry edge of 

^appetite tal&en oS, not entirely Uimtsd. The lax- 

ory of silYer forks and sppcma^ Lodian cluaa ten- 

fcups, a damask table-cloth) in rocHms free fir<nnaay 

dose, tarry, pitfhy, remainder-bisemt smeD, spaee 

to torn about ^ 8<^t seats to loll upon, and fiim 

gronndonwl^ch to standf with liie addition <tf the 

afiotestad magnificent meal, fmrmed altogether^ 

whether from contrast or from intrinsic esuset- 

. lance, as lirely a pkftnre of Mahomet's aenmial 

p«a^ a» coidd be inuigmed. 
, In the coarse of the morning I walked to the 
Custom ;Honse with a ^ery obliging person fmr 
whom I had bropgl^t letters; and it. is 4ue to the 
public fumHianaries of that .establiHunent to say^ 
that I do not remefnber haying been more ciially 
^eat^din the teaoaing matter of trunks and boxes* 
in any one of the numejrous countries in whii^ I 
baye had to undergo the tormenting ordeid of bek% 
oTerhauIod. My; friend .merely' stated^ that | 
came to America as a trayeUer, without any Tiewe" 
to trade, and that tiie luggage specified in the list 
contained nothing but ; wearing apparel. A few 
magical words were then written by the ccdttctor 
to the ^Tiamiping ofl^eeT) upon pipduciiig whiidi 
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fvdry tMng m» permitted to pass in tlitt most 
agreeable style posisiUe, so tliat not e fold of any 
pert of ouF^finery was dktiuribed^ or even looked at; 
It affords me great pleasure to I^Te it in my 
power to state, that in our subsequent long and va* 
ried Journey, we alwaysvmet with the same oJbK^ 
gfaig disposition on the part of die pabKe officers. 
I can say the same thing of most of the other par* 
sons to whom we had occasion to apply for assist* 
ttice — due allowance being made for those c^ffer* 
ences of manners, and of habits, incident to the Ta« 
rious degrees of emlization with which we chose, 
of our own free will, to bring ourselves in contact. 
* We soon found there were differeni modes of 
living at the great hotels in New York* An nn» 
tnense table d'hdte was laid everyday ot tla^ee 
e^clock, for guests who did not lodge in the house, 
but merdiy took their meals there. I have seen 
from sixty to an hundred persons seated at one of 
those tables, ^ere was also a smaller and less' 
piAKc. dinner for the boarders' in the house. If 

ey of these persons, however, chos^ to incur the 
ditional expense of a private parlour, which was 
flbout two dollars, or nine shillings a day eittra, 
they might have then: meals separately. 

On the 17th (^May, at eight o'clock, which isthe 
breakfast hour at New York, we went down to the 
room where the other lodgers were already assem- 

A 2 
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Ued^ 1»'lli0 hvmber «f tmlire or fonrtedii* Oiur 
iMin olgect was to get aoqiiiiiited'wifk aone of 1]i« 
nftlimi) ttod tU% we imagmedy. woidd be ib^ 
tfab; in tbe world. Ba«.6arfiBB>lkr d«gn.we 
flU finutrated by the impertnibaUe 
-^ntf of the eompeay* At dumer, wbioh was At 
iJxree o^dodc^ we were agam baffled by the same 
eoU and dr^ bat very unaodaUe formafity* AU 
aAteaopti to set coaTeraationin mofcioa pMTfed J^ 
ttve; fiv.Mhpenoiiwe.ed intent exelonvdy <m 
the profeasod buinesB of flie meetu^ and bavkig 
diapatched, in all baate, what suBteniHiee waa le* 
cfQired, and in acdeBin sileBoe, Toae and dqiaxted. 
It miebt bnye been thonsbt we bad aasembled.Ta* 

• departed friend, than of menrily keeping alive the 

i exiating generation. 

A young American naval officer, with whom I 
liad formed a moat agreeaUe and usefnl fiienddbqp, 
waa good ehoii^ toaccdmpany me after breakfiMt 
to the dock-^yard, mr, aa it ia more eorvectly call- 
ed, liie nayy-yard^'-'for there are no docks in AmiK 
rica^^at Brooldyn on Long Island* We had to 
cross two ferries in the coarse of the day^ in doa*» 
ble or twin4x>ats, worked by steam, with the pad* 
dle*wheel in the centre* The moat cnrions thing 
I saw daring tbia agreeable ramble, was a floating 
wharf, made of wood, the inner end of which was 
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ttttaehed totheedgetif tiieqimyy by nieaaaofstxoiig 
Idnge^ wbfle the outer end, wMxirted ;on a hige 
air yessel, .or floaty rose and sank with tbe tidie* 
At high water 1^ wharf stood en a leyd with the 
dune; bntwliea it fell, Ae svrfiiee of the wharf 
had a eonsiderable uidinatieB, though act more 
than could be OBsily overeoiBa by the carriagea and 
««*^whididr«^ix,a«d<n,tofAefen7-b«tiUdI 
lanesy with nearly equal fiaeility. 

The officers of the navy-yard w«ee iXKmt kind 
and attenliiYe, and showed ei^ery thing Iwiabed te 
nee, without ^he d%htest reserve, and widl aneheBp* 
tixe frankness^ diat I feU no scruple in examiniiig 
4he whole establlishniQat* Amongst jothier things, I 
nf coarse visitedl&e great steam^firigatey the jPulton» 
intended, I believe, as a floating batteiyfor the de- 
fence of New York* This sing^dar iGassel is of the 
dooble construotion, with a. paddle-wheel in the 
middle, placed beyond the reach of Aot. The ma* 
dbinery is also secured in like manner, by a screen 
of oak, independently of the ship's b^ds or sides, 
wUbdk are fiuve feetinlMckness, formed of succes- 

a 

si^e kyeirs of thick jdanks, disused alternately 
lengtiiwlse and vertically. This wooden waU af- 
fords a defence, as I am. told by ^(igmeers, not 
pervioiia ev^ toa caniion-<-8hotficed at point Uank 
diistaaoe* I afterwards went over several line^«- 
batiie ships and frigates, most of liiem eonslnieted 
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of liT« oak,.a tamber iiriocbgnyws bntyitt die soslb* 
em fitetee, and is adotdrabty goked to snck irmv 
poflMMs, finmi its duraliiiify and str^oigtb* 
' IinUedintkeeoiirae of the]Boiaii]igoiiMrI>e 
Witt. C^llt(»^ the goTeioior of the State of New 
YoBck. : I "mm mo less snxpaieed thaii jJeasod.witti 
tbe. sAibiiijIy rf Ids mttoneray and ike oUigiiig ia^ 
terest lie took m jay joimiejr ; for I had happei^ 
to hear him descifted only by peraoos opposed to 
him in poKtio% and I hadnotyetleamt todiatrast 
audi reports of meyi ao . distingaidied in pnblie life 
aa the late IMbr Cli»tai. He oCfiered me introdoe^ 
tiona to Tsdous' parts of the ooimtrT) and nnder^ 
topk to .».« u.y^LeIu»; . pZi» which 1» 
fulfilled tO'the very hoar of faiadealli} about ayear 
afterwarda. 

Hie high personal esteem I fek for, Mr Clinton, 
and the respect in whieh, in common yn&. so many 
of his countrymen^.and all s^ayagers who had the 
advazitage ^ his acqaaantance, I most ever boitd 
his memory, indace me to make an exception to 
the rule I have laid down, not to mention by luane^ 
or by peirsonal attualon, any of my private Mends 
in America. It is very 4me, there is ofte^ oQna-* 
derable difficulty, as well as inconvenience, in ad* 
hering to this resfriction, and ofifcen mnc^ loss per^ 
haps, on Ae score of anthocity* I have, however, 
seen, in the comrse of my life, so much pain caused 






E_i 



. ^hbb*!. -<.^ Jid 



ITKltiEO STATXe; IS 

by the iiitcuflite nktore mfsach. remaflrks, wliether of 
{vniise or of eensuio, that I think it best, in order to 
AToid all cause of offence^ to say nodiing, direct or 
indirect which cao' implicate personally any one 
lidA whom I have miade acquaintance in America. 
Sfy.ctMseryatioinis therefore^ whether kudatory or 
ot2ien>(l£(e,. J hare confined aa much as possihleto 
thMe-hroad features wUch charaotetise the country 
genfrndly. 

It is difficult to adhere to ^ns prudent rule, with- 
out Ht the same time n^lecting one of the duties 
pf. a trayellw, at least if any description of man- 
^eqru.is expected at his hands* Foir how is he to 
furnish his pictures of society without going into 
cmxxpes^y and by reportiitg what he sees there, act- 
ing niore or less the ungenerous part of a q^? The 
Aqiey^ws, indeed^ asinnred me again and again, 
4iat di0y had no s<»rt of objection to this scrutiny^ 
pfe^lEt^Lsd it w^re made with fairness, and due al- 
lowances, for them, aad the restdts reported with^ 
out flippancy, or sarcasin, or, odious and wanton 
comparisons. As a proof of their sincerity, they 
pot unfr equently urged me to speak fairly out in 
their presence, and to give my opinions fully upon 
all I saw, public and private* The question, ^^ What 
do y^u. think of us upon Ihe whole?'' was accord- 
ingly P^t to me every day, and almost in every 
0(»apaDy, liut I am sorry tfa^t truth <oompel9 



}4 TIULTXES or CEDB 

me U^ iwM»' dnH vlitoeviar 4tt nply wfakk th^ 
abra^ and mi&er startling quastioii flioited^ was 
i90ti one of miqualified pnoae, a cmrtaki {Nualtii 
degree ef dianth&cticin waa prodaeMU My rea>» 
sen fer being aony is, tliat it prrmnta me fr^u 
writing witik the freedom wUdi migbt be nsed m 
treating of any otiier eoontry, in ikoofii of wUeh 
dees Aero exiafc socIl an excessive) and nnbranal 
sendtiyeness as to the opinions entertained of dMm 
by the Engiish. It nny be reaftarked in passing, 
that they appear to care le^s for what is. said of 
them kr oAer foreignefs : bat it was not toilil I 
bad studied thn cmdous feature in Uie Ameriean 
ckaraeter long and attentively, and in all parts of 
their cepim^, Ikat I eame to a satis&otory espla- 
nation cf it. 

IVitk respeet to any notiee of poblic afturs^ or 
even to those t)road eharaoteristies of domestie 
mani^rs, wkick lie fahrly open- to every man's ob- 
servation, there need be no sera^es, beeanse I 
have reason to believe that no sensible Ataeriean 
wifl find fiudt wilii this. He may think me qnite 
wrong, or much prejudiced; bat I eAudl take good 
care to prevent itis being aaid with truth, thist I have 
betrayed any confidmbe. And, lU^ all events, what- 
ever may be thought or fi^lt in consequence of my 
strictures, of lliis I am sure, that every American 
I conversed with, wiB do me the justice to recol- 



leet that . I Iiaver not iield one langmge in his coun* 
Ipy, smA anotbflr in taj own ; for every word I 
now piddish to die worlds I hsxe repeateAy and 
efenly i^okmi m company in sll parte of l^e Uni- 
ted States* Or, if tliere be any dilfarenee between 
the langnage I tbere used in oonvcanation, and that 
in which I now write, I am sure it will not be fonnd 
to eonsist ia overstaitemeat^ but mlher the con- 

It often occaaoned me mudi r^et to> witness 
the disi^pointment I was cauring, bythfe absence 
of reserye rai every subject whevenpon I was in-» 
t-en^ogaled. It will also be in the recoQection of 
laany of my friends in America, that when I ex* 
pressed BOty doubts and fears as to the expediency 
rf ^«d4 out in *«. way, they dwayHLZ 
OHsly nii^ed me to eontsnue the same frankness 
throughout the journey; asammg me, that their 
e^mtrymcaiy however natiomd, tod however fond 
of thrir institutions, would much prefer hearing 
them openly attaaked to their £Bee8, than insidi-^ 
ously commended, till a more convenient season 
should arrive fesr reprobating what they held dear. 
Accordingly,. I tocdc them at their w<»rd, and per- 
severed throughout tihe journey, and never once 
qualified or disguised my sentisnents* And here I 
must do tiie Americans IJie justice to say, that' 
Ihey invariably tciok my rraoiarks in good part. 
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tli0«gli lily Opinions, I ooold'seey wefe often m 
flattering. I dionld fain Iiope, ^herefinre, ftlfct £ 
jsindlaT n^irit of candour will now miBet with eqnul 
indulgence, when more deliberately expressed, fa 
striet aec<»:dasce witb their own reptoted injnniv 
tions, that I ahoidd state matters exactly as they 
lippeared io me.- 

I hare no motive, and can haTe no motire^ to mis- 
represent things in America; still less to womid 
the feeliiigB of any pecson in a conntry where I 
wai^ recetiredwiAsoch uniform kin&ess and hos- 
pitality^ and towards which, as a nation, Inndoiibt* 
edly felt the greatest good-wOl on first landing. 
If I no l<mger feel altogether as I did towards 
that country, Ihe change is accompanied by &r 
move sorrow tlum any othor feeling; and tiie re- 
luctance with whidi I now take up my pen to trace 
the gi^ual destruction of my best hopes on the 
sulyect, IB most sincere, and 8u<^ as nothing short 
c^ a conyietkm of its being a duty t^ my own 
country could overcome. In what this duty e<ni- 
sists will be seen in the sequel; and though at 
this moment I scarcely hope to* reoeiTe much, if 
any symp^y, in America, the time must one day 
come, when, if I be right, that sympathy will be 
cordially granted me* 

I ha;re thought it best, thus early, to enter a 
protest, as it may be called, against the charge of 
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vtifrVmimg with any ihiiig appraacldn^ toinikiice 
pr^pen^e agiuiist America. I tell simply trhat I 
epni^ientiously believe to be thetrutb ; of course, 
mt. the whole trutli ; but assuredly nothing but the 
truth) and without the 'slightest shade 6f ill-wiQ td 
liny iDtxaxtBijiin ihsLl country, or mdeed without any 
thii]ig but good-will to the nation g^ierally, except 
whait- Biay sjuring from differences of opinion on 
public grounds* 

. B^ all this, however, as it may, \^e were great- 
ly flattered by the kindness of our reception at New 
l^rk ; and I only regretted that my abstemious 
haliits did so little justice, in retiim, to the goodly 
suppers of oyster-soup, ham, saluds, lobsters, ices^ 
and jellies, to say nothing of ihe chanipagne, riich 
fUd Madeira, fruits, and sweetmeats, and various 
ntiisr. good things, whi6h were handed round at sll 
the parties with Utile inteimission, in a style truly 
heqpiitable and liberal. 

It is often useful in travelling, to record at th^ 
instant those trivial but peculiar circumstances, 
^ which first strike the eye of a stranger, since, in a 
short time, they become so familiar as entirely to 
W^^pe attention. On tins principle, I amused my- 
MfHsme monnng by noting dowk a few of the. sign, 
over the shop doors. The following may, perhaps, 
'interest some people. 
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Flour avb Feed SroiiB-^HEiCP Store—: 
Clothing Store—^Cake Store and Barxry 
r-WiKJft AND Tea Stork, all eicplain themselves: 
Leather and Finding Store, puzzled me at 
first* I learned, upon inquiry, that fiikding means 
the tape and other finishings of dioes and boots^ 
Uncurrent Notes Bought, required investiga- 
:tion likewise. It seems that of late years many 
town and comitry banks had failed, or fiadlen int6 
such bad repute, that liieir notes were not held as 
. good payment by the generality of people; while 
othar pn^ns, knowing exactly how the case stood, 
ware enabled to turn their knowledge to acccrant, 
and thus to make a profit by buying up the de- 
preciated paper. 

LiRERTY Street — ^Amos Street — Thirty- 
FiRSt Street — ^Avenue A, are all more or less 
ehameteristie. The following is a literal copy of 
^ ^ the sign before the inn door at Brooklyn, all tiie 

fibres named being on Long Island* 
CoR S. Dowung's Stagb 
"* • &*LiYERT Stable. 

Horses and Carriages to be let. 

FlatBush and Bath — ELempste ad — Jerusalem 

* — ^Hempstrad Harbour — Cow Neck— West-- 

bury-~*Mosqu£toe Cove — JERicmo — Oyster 

Bay — Huntington — - Ri^TwooDS— Dixhill^ 

m f * 

Babylon and Islip, Stage House. , 
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. At twf> Q'^ock\ ia the moniii^ of the 20tik of 
May, I was awakened by loud cries of Fire I fire ! 
and started out of bed, half dreamiiq;' thst wo were 
still at sea,, and the packet in flames* In a four 
wiAutea the deep rumbling sound of the enginos 
wa| heard, mingled in a most alarming way with 
the' cheers of the firemen, the loud rapping of the 
watchmen at the doors and window-shutters of the 

*.^ «««.., «,d WUM. «^^r^ rf 

pomentoos danger, and the neoessify of hot haste. 

S<» modi had been aaid to me of the activity aiid 
skiU of the New York firemen^ that I was anxious 
to see them in actual operation; and accordin^y^ 
haTin^ dressed myself quickly^ I ran down stairs* 
Before I reached the outers-door, however, the noim 
had weUniglt ceased ; the engines were trundling 
ijbwly back again, and the people grumbfii^, not 
without reason, at haying been dragged out of bed 
to no purpose* Of this number I certainly wm 
one, but more from what I had lost seeing than 
from any other cause. . 

I was scarcely well asleep dgain, before a se- « 
cond and far more furious alarm, brought all the 
world to the windows. The church beUs were 
clanging violently on all hands, and the ear could 
readily catch, every now and then, a fresh sound 
chiming in with the uproar with mueh musical disi* 
cord, and all speaking in tones/>f snth vehemence 
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iw satttfied me diaf now there would be no ^sap- 
^KMhtknent. 

On opemii^ ihe street door, I saw in tiie east a 
taO ccdumn of black sinoke, curling and writhing 
across the cold -morning sky, like a great finake 
attempting to catch the' moon, which, in her last 
quarter, was moving quietly along, as if careless 
ifi the increasing tumult which was fest spreading 
oyer the dl?. 

. On the top of the City Hall, one of the finest 
of the' numerous public buildings which adorn 
Kew York, a fire-warden or watchman is con- 
stantly stationed, whose duty when the alarm is 
given, is to hoist a lantern at the extremity of a 
long arm attached to the steeple, and to direct it 
towards the fire, as a sort of beacom to instruct 
the engines what course to steer. There wins son|^ _ 
thing singularly striking in this ccmtrivance, lAnch 
looked as if a great giant, with a blood-red;0liger, 
had been posted in the midst of the ciiy, to^"parn 
the citizens of their danger. , *-? ^ 

I succeeded by quick running in getting abr^ust 
of a. fire engine; but although it was a very pon- 
derous affiiir, it was dragged along so smartly by 
its crew of some shc-^and-twenty men, aided by a 
whole legion of boys, all bawling as loud as they 
could, that I found it difficult to keep up with them. 
On readiing tihte focus of attraction, the crowd of 
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Cttrious persons like myself began io thicken^ wUle 
the engines came clashing in amongst ^os fromeyety 
fvanue, in the most gallant and biisinesB«like style* 
^ Coni^ houses, built entirely of wood, were on 
$fe firom Ufp to bottom, and sending up a flame 
tiimt would hare defied a thousand engines. But 
nolihing eoidd exceed the dauntless spirit with 
whick the attempt was made. In the midst of a 
prodigious noise and confusion, the engines were 
placed, along the streets in a line, at the distance 
of about two hujidred feet from one another,' and- 
reaching to the bJEmk of the East River, as that 
inland sea is called, which lies between Long 
Island and the main. The suction hose of the last, 
engine in the line, or that next the stream, being 
plunged into the riyer, the water was drawn up, 
Lcn iforced aioug a leathern hose or fipe to 
ex^ engine, and so on, till at the tenth link 
VI. thj^curious chain, it came within range of the 
firek^sj^ more engines arrived,, they were mar* 
;iludled by the superintendent into a new string ; 
luodili about five minutes after the first stream of 
water had been brought to bear on the flames, an- 
other was sucked along in like manner, and fownd 
Its .vay, leap by leap, to the seat of the mischief. 
. I moved.j^ljpxit amongst the blazing houses.till 
driven b^k^^y the police, who laboured hard to 
c^$x the jgtpx^d foK. the firemen alone. On X9- 




2S TAATEtfi lis TSTE 

tirifig .rrinclatiiiy fixim IUb interesliiig ^eeiu^ I 
canght a glimpse «f a Aitd jet of ivater {dsying 
awayupoB the iNKkpurt of tliefise; and ^on going 
found to that quarter, diflcovered tbat these en^- 
getic people faadfosmed a third seties^ censistiiig 
of seven engines, nwdiiagito a different bend of llie 
river, down some alley, and not quite «> far oSL 

The chief tihi^;8 to find findt with on this ooe»* 
sinn,were the needless shouts and other aproarmtt 
iioises, whidi obviously helped to exhaust the men 
at the engines, and tibe needless forwardness, or it 
may be ealled fool-hardiness, with whieh they en-* 
tered houses on fire, or dimbedupon them bymeaaa 
of ladders, when it must have been apparent to 
the least sidlfcd pesson, that Iheir exertions weie 
utterly faopdess. A small ansount of dise^plhie, 
of -which, by ike way, there Was not a particle^ 
mighthave corrected the noise; and<^oliiei%vil, 
I think, m%ht have been removed, by a mlushine 
recently mvented in Edixdbuigh, and found to be 
efficacious on Ifice oecasians. . 

At the request of a Oemimittee of &e Fii^ D^* 
partment, I afkesrwaids explained this fiimple and 
iaoedlleait device. It consists of a lofty tiiai^le, as 
it is called, formed by ^ee long poles joined at 
top^ and carrying a socket, throi]gh which passes 
the nozzle or spout el a jupe connected with an 
engine behnv* By means of guys, or £rectb^ 
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hhea^ iluB spout may be raked, lowered, or tnm- 
ed to the rigbt or left. By means also <^ a pros- 
per adjustment of the legs, two of which may be 
broa^t dose to the wall of the burning house, 
and the third pushed either backwards or forwards, 
a solid stream of water can be directed, in its un- 
beoken state, iull upon the timbers of .a blarii^ 
roof, or it may be spouted into a room on fire, 
not only without danger to the firemen, ^t with 
mub greater precision and effect than by the or^^ 
dinary .mietbods, which generally hare the ithct of 
seatterii^ die water in a dhower over the flames, 
to BO purpose* 

The committee listened very attentively to my 
lecture, and insp^ted the drawings nusde to iUus- 
tiate what was said* Bst I had the mortification, 
fire mondis afiterwards, to see th^ee fine houses 
burned to the ground, two of which might have 
been -saved, as an old fireman assured me on the 
spot, had this contriTance been introduced. 
• As I naturally ascribed this indifference to the 
propceed plan, to some want of distinctness in 
these descriptions, I lost no time in writing home 
Yi»r a model of: the whole apparatus, which I re- 
cfiieed just brfore leaving Aateriea, a»d leit with 
a finend, to be presented to the Fire Department 
of New Yoik. I hope they may find it usciful in 
that city, which seems to be more plagued with, 
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£re8 than any town in the w<»ld; and I slmU hi 
lia^y if. ihey will do me the kindness to peimit 
co^es or drawings of it to be made for any oAtst 
parts of the Union> in which this accotmt may 
happen to exeite interest. 

Under the guidance of one of the most benevo- 
l^at and public-q^iirited men in America, we visit- 
ed one day. the House of Refoge for jnvenile de- 
linqumts,T— an exedQent instatiition in every ^ee* 
spect. Its olject is to famish an asylnmfor sach 
yonng offenders as may eitiber be rdeased from 
prison, or wonld, in the regular course of Ikw, be 
sent there. For a time^ l3iereforey.ibe morals of 
these boys are exempted fromi the corraption of 
evil eommnnication, and they have a. fair chaxioe 
given them for future virtue. They are tan^t 
habits of regular kidnstry, are instruetedrin some 
useful profiBssion, and above all are care£ally train* 
ed to know and to.fedtiie value of piety, and con- 
sequently of virtue on its own accotmt. ; 

A(kfr a certain period of probation and^diseip- 
line, bodily and mental, these yoitths are bomidout 
as ap^entijces to. trtuhnpeople, who, it is curious 
and moiit important to know, are gehendly well 
pleased to have theau Tliis, at all events, is very 
complimentary to the establishment. If, however, 
the masters or the parents of theyonths have reason 
to believe their reformation not yet comj^ete, tibqr 
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are at liberty to send the lads back again; and 
in order to give due effect to this arrangement, the 
cmnmittee of management are in constant oorres- 
{Kmdenoe with the parties nnder whose care the 
boys are placed. 

Hie immediate superintendence of the estaUish-* 
ment was, at the time we visited it, in the hands 
of a clergyman of the Methodist persuasion. I was 
at a loss which to be most pleased with^the patience 
and clear-headed sagacity of this amiable person^ 
or the mixed gentleness and decision of his de- 
portment, which appeared to attract the confidence 
of the boys, without diminishing, oq their part» 
that respectful and prompt obedience absolutely 
essential to the good order of such a conmiunity.* 
It-must require a compact union of good feeling and 
j good sense, and, I may add, of good temper, and 

right principles, to make up the character of a per<* 
feet jailor schoolmastei*. 
. We also visited a similar, though not so nume- 

\ rous, an establishment for girls. It seevied to be 

managed with equal care ; and I may say of both, 
that I have rarely seen in any ^country institutiona 
containing less admixture of speculative quackery, 
or better calculated to remedy acknowledged evils, 
by getting at their source andcfaieckingtheir growth. 
A bounty on virtue, in short, is offered to these 
young people, by showing them, while their tastes, 
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and habits are yet ductile, the pnictical advantages 
of good conduct* 

Neither do I consider it the least of the merits 
of this systeml 99 applicahletoABiericainpMrdcn* 
lar, that a certain amount of dependance onathen, 
and a consequent d]9tra8t of diarasdlVes, is urged 
as a duty upon the earliest reflections of th^iseyauiiif 
people* Becauae» howcTer necessary these lessons 
may he thought to their wellr*heing in after lifie^ 
they certainly would have little chance of heitig 
taught such doctrines anywhere in the Umled 
States, beyond the walls of the House of Refuge. 
, On our return to the city, we Tisited the High 
School, the principle of which is professedly taken 
ffom the institution of the same name in Edinh* 
bui^h. The monitoriid plan has been retained^ 
with two oonsiderable diffiBrences. To each of 
the classes or divisions idbieh ccmsists I tUbik 
of ten boys, there are^ tw/> monitors not (me as 
in Edinburgh. One of these is employed in the 
strict monitorial c^ce of teaching and superiii-t 
tending the boys of his division ; the other is en-« 
gaged, iu a sepsrate apartment, not teaching but 
being taught. Thus while one set of the monitors 
^r^ engaged in eommunkating to their several di- 
visions the^lessdns taught them by the master the 
day b^ore, the otiher, or second s^ of monitors^ 
formed iflto a separate class, are receiving a dose 
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of instruction, whicli it will become their duty to 
impart to their divieaons the next day. 

The object of this system, as £ar as I under- 
stand it, is to carry on matters faster llian by the 
common method, which, it is said by the advo- 
cates of this double plan, has a tendency to keep 
hack the monitors, who are made drudges to bring 
on the dunces, at a dead loss to themselves* I am. 
not sufficiently famHiar with such matters to say 
bow this may be ; but I suspect that, like most 
complications in nmchinery, moral as well as me* 
chanical, the loss by unsteadiness and want of uni- 
formity of purpose, wiQ more than counteract the 
additional gain of power. 

We then Tisited the High School for girls. Tlier^ 
was here no getieral class, the whole being cKvided 
into sets of ten, including a monitor. Nothing 
iX)uld be mopre qidet, neat, or orderly, than this es- 
tablishment. After the usual routine of exhibit- 
ing, the mistress asked me to select some piece for 
one of the classes to read. I chose Campbell's Ho- 
henlinden. On being asked my opinion as to how 
they exhibited, I m^'ely said the ^Is read witlt 
a good deal of expression and feeling. But I sup- 
pose there was something in my tone which did 
not quite satisfy the good schoolmistress ; for she 
urged me to criticise any thing I disapproved of. 

*< Pray," said I, ^< is it intended that tJie girls 
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should pronotlnce the words according to the re* 
ceived usage in England, or according to some 
American variation in tone or emphasb ?' 

" Oh yes, certainly," cried she; " we take Walker 
as our standard; and Itrost — ^indeed I am sure, you 
don't hear any thing to object to on the score of 
pronunciation in my girls ; we take particukr care 
of that* Pr^y mention it, sir, if you Ihink other- 
wise.'' Thus appealed to, I could not resist saying, 
that in England the word combat was pronounced 
asif theoin the firstsyllable were written ic,cum-» 
bat; ai^ that instead of saying sfivalry, the ch 
with US was sounded hard,, as in the word chin ; 
and that I believed the dictionary alluded to would 
bear me out in fhis. 

*<Oh yes, sir, perhaps he may ^ve these words 
in that way ; but we don't altogether follow Wal- 
ker. And, for my part," said the mistress, bri- 
dling a little, <^ I shall certainly continue to use, 
a^d to teach my pupOs to say combat and ^Aival- 

I attempted, idly enough perhaps, to show that 
a standard if it were good for any thing, was good 
for aU things ; and, in order to soften this dictum, 
mentioned that we poor Scotch folks yielded up 
our opinions implicitly on all such points to the 
English. 

But the worthy lady's answef'was, " You in 
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Scodand may do as you like, but we Americans 
ha^e a perfect right to pronaance our wordfl as w,S 
please." 

I shnig^d my diotdders, and said no more, of 
course ; but was mueb amused afterwards by ob- 
.errix-g, that whea one of the girls of tlie clL in 
question, a little sprightly, wieked-looking, red- 
haired lassie, came in turn to read the poem, she 
gaye to both the words their true interdicted pro- 
pohciation. She herself did not dare to look up, 
mthile guilty of this piece of insubordinatioii ; .but 
I could see each of the other girls peeping archly 
out of the corners of Jtheir eyes in the direction of 
the mistress, anticipating, probably, a double dose 
of good counsel afterwards for their pains. 

By far the most interesting school, howeter, 
which we saw in the course of this busy day, was 
one for the education of Negro and Mulatto child- 
ren. . Poor little wretches ! their whole souls — 

< 

if, as Uncle Toby says, they have souls-^were 
thrown into their lessons; and it was delightful 
to see them under the guidance of a man, whose 
particular hobby was to teach blacks^ and who had 
devoted many years of his life exclusively to tibis 
subject. I wBfi led to think he had a better taste 
in teaching than some other persons we had seen 
in the course of the morning ; for when one of the 
little quaminos, in answer to some question, made 
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nae <tf a comiiHm Englidi TttlgiBruatt, atid khidl^ 
*< The book is laying thfire,'* Ae master called «iity 
'* What ! dp,you mean that the book is hying eggs ?' 
We taatnrally b^ged to know.whethte or aot 
he had diseorered any matorisl difference in ihtf 
intellectnal powers of the blacks and whites at? 
these schools. His answer was, that up to a cer-* 
tain age^ that is to say, as long la they were Htde 
children, there was no differ^oe perceptible* A» 
Aey played aboat together, and studied togetiinry 
the blades were not made to feel any ci tiboee ^»» 
ttnctuHis by which in after life their spirits were 
sure to be cmdied down. I wastold, that even in 
Ae state of New York, where n^ro slavery kai^ 
been abolished by law, ablaek man meets with nd 
teat and effective sympathy on the part of the, white 
lords 0£ the creation. Consequently, let a negr«f 
be ever so indnstrious or well-informed, still he 
settns stamped for d^pradation, and tiiushas littie 
or np iair chance amongst the whites, who will nei- 
ther tMist him, nor allow of hie trusting them. 
Thns mntoal confidence, which is ike most inH 
portant link of dtril society, is luroken; and when 
diat is the case, th<Mre remains, I fear, no other 
method of attaching to its interests a class so eir- 
emmstanced, between whom and the whiles all fel-^ 
low-feeling is inentably prevented from g»»wing 
upw 
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llie 8i«t «f May, I aceompanicld two geiitle<' 
L, abcnit three o'clock, to a curioilB place called 
the Plate House) in the very centre of the bnsineBi 
part of the busy town of New York. 

We entered a loag, narrow, And rather, dork 
rooQi^ or gallery, fitted up like a ooflfeehouse, with 
a witw of boxes oh each side made just large enough 
to hold feur persons, alid divided into that niimber 
by fixed arms limiting Ute seats. Al4mg the pass*' 
age$ €T avenue, between the rows of boxes, which 
WHS mot above four feet wide, were stationed fiun-^ 
dty little boys, and two waiters, with their jackets 
off-»-and good need too, as will be seen. At the 
time we entered, aU the compartments were filled 
except one, of which we took possession. Tber^ 
was an amazing clatter of knives and forks ; but 
ftet a word AudiUe to us was spoken by any of 
the guestSk This silence, however, on the part of 
the company, was amply made up for by the rapid 
voeiflomtions of the attendants, especially of the 
boys, who were gliding up and down, and aeross 
tike passage^ inclining their heads for ^ an inst$£Bt 
first to one box, then to another, and receiving 
the whispered wishes of the company, which they 
straightway bawled out in a loud voice, to give 
notice of what fare was wanted. It quite baffled 
my comprehension to intagine how the people at ih«l 
upper end of the room, by whom a communica^ 
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tion was kept up in some magical way with the 
kitchen, conld eontriye to distinguisli between one 
order and another. It was still more marvellous 
that within a few seconds after onr wishes had been 
communicated to one of the aforesaid nrchins, 
imps, gnomes, or whatever name they deserve^ the 
things we asked for were placed piping hot before 
us* It was reaUy quite an Arabian Ni^f s Enter- 
tainment, not a sober dinner at a chop-hoiise. 
l( The sole object of the company evidently was to 
get through a certain quantum of victuals with as 
much dispatch as posedble; and ais all the world 
knows that talking interferes with eating, every art 
was used in this said most excellent Plate House^ 
to utter as few words as might be, and only those 
absolutely essential to the ceremony. 
; In giving the order to the sprites flitting about 
us, we had merely to name the dish wanted, which 
they conjured to the table, either in a single por-^ 
tion or plateful, or in any other quantity, accord- 
ing to Ae number of the party* If a &rther sup- 
ply were wanted, a half or a whole plateful was 
whispered for, and straightway it was laid before 
us. We had been told by old stagers of the e»* 
ceB^ice of Ae corned beef, and said to the boy 
we should all three take that dish. Off the gnome 
glanced from us like a shot, to attend to the beck 
of another set of guests, on the opposite side of the 
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room ; but, in flying across the passage^ turned his 
face towards the upper end of the apartment and 
called out, ^^ Three beef, 8 !" the last word of his 
sentence referring to the number of our box. In 
ii trice we saw the waiters gUding down the avenue 
to us, with three sets of little covered dishes, each 
containing a plate, on which lay a large, piping 
hot slice of beef. Another plate was at the san^e 
time g^yen, with a moderate proportion of mashed 
potatoes on it, together with a knife, and a fork on 
which was stuck a piece of bread. As the waiter^^ 
passed along, they took occasion to incline their 
ears to the right and to the left, to receive fresh 
orders, and also toljEfsatch up empty tt^blera^ 
plates, and knives and forks«. The multiplicity said* 
^rapidity of these orders and movements made me 
giddy. Had there been one set to receive and for- 
ward the orders, and another to put them ip execu* 
tion, we might have seen better through the confu- 
sion ; but all hands, little and big together, were 
screaming out with equal loudness and quicknes($ 
— « Half plate beef,4 !— « One potato, 5 !"— .« Tw^ 
apple pie, one plum pudding, 8 t" and so on. 

There could not be, I should think, fewer than 
a dozen boxes, with four people in each ; and as 
every one seemed to be eating as fast as he could, 
the extraordinary bustle may be conceived. ' We 

were not in the house above twenty minutes, but 
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wt sal out two sets of ooanpany at' iMst. The 
VII9 redueed to English monejr, was nine sHBingB 
.aadsUpeoee in alitor three diillingB and twopence 
each# 

. There imj be, for an^bl I know, hxmdzeds of 
such places in London, Liverpool, and ehew&^e 
m Bnglandj but travelling, it is fiodd,' opens iiie 
eye% and teaches peopki to see things whidi, in the 
ordinary jog-trot of Hfe, thej would either despise^ ' 
or be too biuay for, er never hear about at dl, or 
iloke no pains to visit if they did hear of diem* 

On the 22d of May, I went to the SupremeGoort 
of the Siate^ in expectatioii of hearmg a speeeh 
firom Mr Emmett, a distiii^uiflhed counsellor, in 
tUs I was disappointed; but there was mxaA to m* 
lerest notwithstanding. Amongst other thinga, 
it was curious to hear one of the lawyers quote a 
recent English decision^ TheChiefJusticeandtwo 
judges Were on the bench ; but I must say, thai 
the absence of the wigs and gowns took away nnidh 
amre from tbeir dignity than I had previously mf^ 
poeedpodflible. Perhaps Iwas the more struck with 
this omission, as it was the first thing Isaw whiqh 
made me ^strust the wisdom with which the Ame-> 
ricans had stcipped away so much of what had been 
held sacred so long. Apparent trifles such as theso 
ought never^ I think, to be measured by their indi« 
,vidual importance, but in fidmess to the subject 
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dioulff be taketo m ^onnexioii with myrkdi'of ateVK 
m^moBf Jill eembiniiig to steady onr habits^ to kt 
na know diatinetly wbat we are about, a&d tha8t» 
giTe Bs eonfidenee in ose another, which after 
911 i^ the rmL source of powcir a&d ha^^iness in a 
state. 

On leaving the conrt, we perambulated the £f- 
teffsat farts of the Gity Hall, a building of some 
extent and beauty, of which the principal part is 
bcdit o£ a eoarse-grained white marble, with a 
toewer made of wood, and painted to match, afl4be 
laiiwi itny, on the top. This we climbed iip to, in 
el*der to hare a survey of the city, the eirtient o£ 
wbdcl, QA well as its beauty, had be^n rung in our 
ears by the inhabltantfir, every day sinee we landed. 
The sight, I am free to admit, substantiated most 
of the fine things we had been told, but undoubU 
edly we should have valued them more, and ac-r 
iaiowledged them with less reserve, had we nol 
hemk so much urged upon the subject* These taxes 
upexi a traveller's admiration, like other taxes, are 
never very cheerfully paid ; and the people of every^ 
country would do well to recoUeot, that m .this 
matter, whatever it be in finan^m, a voluntary con^* 
tribtttion) however small, goes for much more than 
any amount of extorted approbatioii. The express 
0km d heartfelt and unexacted praise, like the qua* 
Hty of m^cy, is twioablessed, being eipi^lly gratet 
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fill to him tliat gires and lum tbat takes. Bat in 
llie otber case^ whateyer a trayeller's real ojamofBB 
saaybe, lie feek when praise is thiis strauied from 
him, pretty mach as be would do if Iiie should find, 
hispocketpickedby theb^gar who was soliciting, 
his charity. * 

• Srom the city hall, though it rained hards ^e 
stepped across to an exhibition of pictures. But 
I am sorry to say, we were not repaid for our 
draggled clothes and soaking feet, by what we saw 
there* Most of the pictures were flat, cold, and 
.^ woodeny. In another gallery were placed, some 
excellent casts, and several exotic works of art, 
very.few of which were worth looking at* I cer<* 
tainly do not except two by West, that most formal 
of all painters. The same taste, or rather want of 
taste, which leads the Americans to tolerate foreign 
rublnsh^ must circumscribe the efforts of that na- 
tive genius which unquestionably exists, and would 
be called to the surfiu;e if by any means the standard 
of excellence could be elevated, and when so raised, 
could be maintained by the influence of wealth re** 
•^ulated by genuine feeling, by vanity, or by know* 
ledge, x>T by mere fiaahion, or by all combined* How. 
£nr this is probable, or even possible, as matters 
stand in that coimtry, is very questionable. 

No such misgivings, howev^, as those above 
hinted at, were expressed in a learned address 
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^hich we heard delivered the next day in the Hall 
ef Celombia College, on the subject of the fine arts* 
The curator made out to his own satisfaction, and 
apparency to that of his audience, that America 
was in a &ir way of rivalling Greece in sculpture, 
and Italy in painting. I was then so little acquaint* 
ed with the facts of the case from personal ohmtfl y*''^- 
radon, that I heard all this with pleasure, as it held 
out an agreeable prospect for the future journey* 
But this hope was presently much dashed by a re^.> 
ference, in support of these pretensions, to the very 
galleries I had been looking at; to which, of course, 
I returned kmnecBately after the lecture was over, 
very anxious to give the argument the full value of 
the illustration. But, alas ! the second trial left 
mattelns worse than the first. 
' On the 36th of May, we made an excursion into 
the state of New Jersey, in company with some 
#bliging friends, to see the fiJls of the Passaic, 
< and the inanu&ctories at ihe village of Patterson. 
These falis^ which are dainmed up for six days in 
the week to turn machinery, and let loose on Sun-* 
day, are considered one of the most fashionable - 
sights in the neighbourhood ; and I must own, that 
their popularity does credit to the taste of tfte 
cockneys of New York, the London of America; 
I trust, however, I shall be forgiven for skipping 
the picturesque upon this occasion« 
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I wab flo forttuiiate as to see dnfing my s&y 8ft 
New York, the cnrioos process of moring; a liotuM 
bodily kbog the ground, an operation, as ha as I 
know, peculiar to thiLt place. The merit of this cit<4 
rious adaptation of well known mechanical operas 
tions, belongs to Mr Simeon Brown, who has very 
kindly explained the whole proeess to me, nnd by 
hii permission I shall endeavour to give an account 

of it. 

Every one has heard of moving wooden hotises; 
but the transportation of a brick dwdling is aaa^ 
ezpMt of a different nature. I shall describo 
moply mJiat I saw, and then tell how the details 
Were mani^ed. In a street which tegtsred to be 
widehed, there stood two hoilses much in the way, 
thdr front being twelv4.feet too fiir forward. These 
houses, tihierefore, must either have been taken . 
down, or shifted back. Mr Brown undertone to 
execute the less destructive process. They were 
both of brick, and bmlit together, one being forf^ 
leet deep, and tuf enty-«five feet front ; the other 
thirty-two feet deep, and twenty-^two feet front. 
Hiey were of the same h^ht, that is to say, twenty- 
two feet, from the ground to Ihe eyes, above which 
stood the roof and two lax^e (Bracks of brick chim-' 
neyB ; the whole forming a soHd block of bmlding, 
having two rows of six windows each, along a front 
of forty-seven feet by twenty-two. Tlds was ac-* 
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%fmUj mored^ in a compact body, wiliiottt injury, 
twelTO feet back from tke street. I watched iha 
^ptDgress of the preparations on the 25th of Mbsf 
.iriih great interest; but Unfortunately, jnst as die 
men were proceeding io tiie actual business of mo- 
ling the screws^ I was obliged to run o£Fto keep an 
^pointmsnt with the Mayor and Corporation; and 
when I eaBM back, three or four hours afterwards, 
.tibor workmen had gone away after moving thfe 
budldiiigft tfiirty inches ; which fact I ascertained 
^^^ measurements of my own. On the next day, 
, 'With equal perversity of fate, I was again called off 
to join a party gmng to New Jersey ; 'and on my 
jretum two days afterwards, I had the ^M^tiiication 
1|o find the work completed. The hottses were now 
exactly mne feet and a half from the position it 
^faich' I had left them a few days before. 
. It woidd be tedious, perhaps, were I to give a 
vttty minute description of the whole process ; but 
itia.fiO simple, that it may, with a little attention, 
be nnderstood in a general way even by persons 
not much accustomed to such subjects, and may 
posnUy be useful to those who are &miliar with 
Aem* 

The first object i^ to place a set of strong tim^ 
bers under the houses parallel to, and level with 
the street, at the distance of thr^ feet apart^ ex«> 
tending from end to epd of ihe bnildingB, and pro* 
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jeeting oatwards seyeral feet beyond the gable end 
w«l]s« The extremities of these timbers are next 
made to rest upon blocks of wood, placed on th<$ 
gtoiind quite clear of tihie walls on the outside. 
Then by means of wedges driven between the thn<- 
hers and the blocks, they are made to sustain a 
great part of the weight of the ends of the housCi 
When ibis is done, the foundation of the end walls 
nuty be removed without danger, as they now rest 
exclusively on the timbers, the ends of which, as I 
have described, lie on solid blocks* 

I shall describe presently how the above opera* 
tion of ineertim^ the timbers i. perfonned; but 
if for the present we suppose it done, and the 
-Jiouse resting on a sort of frame-work, it is easy 
to conceive that a set^of slides, or what are called 
in dock-yards, ways, on which ships are launched^ 
may be placed transversely under these timbers, 
that is, at right angles to ihein, so as to occupy tiie 
very place where the foundations of the end walls 
once stood. It is necessary to interpose between 
these ways or fixed slides, and the aforesaid tim^ 

the apparatus of the same name on which ships rest 
when launched, to which final process of ship-build- 
^Sf ^y ^^^ ^y» ^^ whole operation bears a close 
analogy. These cradQes are long smooth beams 
lying along the top of the ways/iSnd in tiie same line 
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Mrithihem ; their under surfaees in contact with the 
ways, and the upper made to bear against the cron 
timbers which support tihie house* The object, at 
this stage of the business, is, to bring the whole 
weight of the honse upon theeie cradles, and conse** 
quently, upon the ways which support them. If 
this be done, it follows that.the ends of the timbers^ 
formerly described as resting on the blocks, will 
no longer be supported at the samd places*. This 
change of the ppint of support is effected by dii* 
vingin wedges betv^een the timliers and the cr*. 
dies ; and it will readUy be seen, that these wedges 
hare the twofold effect of forcing the cradles down 
upon the ways, and at the same time of raising 
up the timbers which support the house, and con-^ 
sequently, in a very small degree, the house it* 
self. The ends of the timbers now rest no longer 
on the blocks, which are removed, and the house, 
supported upon the cradles and the ways, is ready 
for being moved, as soon as the front and back 
walls have been taken away. 

Suppose all this done, there is noHiing required 
but to apply screws, placed horizontally in the 
street,, and butting against the cradles. . On these 
being made to act sunultaneously, the cradles, and 
consequently the frame which they support, toge*- 
tlier with the house on its back, move along. 

Such is a general account of the process* I shall 
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Di6w iMilliDii how Ae varioiis difficulties^ most of 
wliidli I dJEtra say will have stiggasted themsd^eB \h 
die£ip<^iiig acooimt, are oyereome in praclaee. 

Ate horisoiital ilapporting timbers, already de^ 
iMsfibed as being placed parallel to the streel^ and 
nearly at the same level t^th it, are introduce* 
one by one in this way. A hole is blocked out in 
eoeh of tiie end waQi, jnst aboye the gronnd, and* 
Itfge enengh to admit a squared beam, say 15 
indies each way, of which the ends project be- 
yond the gable walls about a couple of feet. A 
finm block of wood is then placed under each of 
these ends, and wedges being driven underneath, 
the beam is raised up, and iaoade to bear against 
the upper parts of the holes. Thus the inserted tim-^ 
bur completely supplies the office of Ae dislodged 
portions of the masonry. Another pair of holes is 
Aen made, and a second timber introduced, and so 
eh tiU they are all inserted, and firmly weeded up. 
The £stance at wMcA these are* placed, 'must de- 
pend upon the weight of tiie waU. In the icase I 
witbeMred the houses were of brick, and the tim- 
bars stood at the distance, I should think, of three 
fiset apart. AU this being done, the intermediate 
niasimry, forming the foundaA>n, may be gradual-- 
ly removed, and a dear space will be left undet* 
the supported walls for the reception of the way^. 

There are ti^o itiofe precautions to be attended 
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to ; tliesef trkys must sil be coated with tallow, ia 
a layer of atlctMt half an inch thick, fio that the 
fiKood of the crad)^ may nevet come in contact wifh 
Aem« Some detice mtist al^to be adopted to pre^" 
▼ent the whole affidr, house and all, from di£]ig 
Ifttoraily oft This, Mr Brown prevents by cut^ 
tifig akmg the top of one of the ways,^ a deep groove, 
intos! which Is fitted a correspondent feather, as it is 
called, of tiie superincumbent crad}e. This being 
made to work easy, and well greased, the direct 
motion is not retarded. 

I have said nothing all this time of the front and 
iMM^k walls ; but it will easily be understood how 
these may be made to rest, like those at the ends^ en 
timbers inserted under the house at right angles^ 
to the first set. Th<B whole of the snpportihag 
ftame-work is tied so firmly together by bolts, that 
there is not the slightest bending or twisting of 
any ^paart of the building. 

\ When at last the house has reached its destina^ 
tikni^ a new foundation is built, and the whole pro<- 
eets being inverted, the timbers are withdrawn onA 
yjj one ; and such is the {security of theise operas 
tions, that no furniture is e^r removed from f h^ 
houses so transported. The inhabitants, I am told^ 
move out and in as if nothing were gtnng on% 
This, however, I did not see. ^ 

- Mr Brown ^ras once ^ployed to retiiove a house 
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from the top to tlie bottom of s alopiiig groimd ; 
and, as no additiooal impiilBe from screws was here 
required, he resolTod to ease the hailding down, 
as sailors call it, by means of a tackle* Unforto** 
nately, aboat the middle of the operation, the strop 
i>f one of the blocks broke, and the operator, who 
standing on tlie lower side of the bnildiwi^ 
horrified by the apparition of the house nader 
weigh, and smoking, by its friction, right down 
upon him. Wifli that Tigorons presence of mind, 
which is componnded of thorough knowledge^ and 
a strong sense.of the necessity of immediate action, 
and without which courage is often useless, he dseli- 
ed a-crow-bar, whidi he ha|qpened to haye in liia 
hand at the time, into a hole accidentally left m 
aae of the ways, and leaping on one side watched 
the result. The momentum of the enormous mo* 
Ying body was so great, that it feirly droye the iron 
bar, like a cutting instrument, for a considerable 
distance through the fibres of the timber. The main 
point, however, was gained by the house being ar«* 
rested in its progress down the hill; and the able 
engineer, like an officer who has shown himself 
fertile in. resource, reaped more credit from ih4 
successftd application of a remedy to an evil not 
anticipated, thioiif all hadgoneffluoothly from the 
commencem^t. 

We began now to think it was high time to die- 
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entangle onrselveB from the fascinations of the 
great city, and to proceed in earnest on our long 
pilgrimage. Accordingly, having obtained nnme- 
Tous letters of introduction, and a great stock of 
good advice, we bade adieu, for nearly half a year , 
to our kind friends at New York, whose attentions 

I bad left the most favourable impressions on oor 

^ minds. 
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On the 29th May 1827, we got up betimes^ hust- 
led about the botfil, paid oar hill, snatched up our 
bi:eakfast in that hurried and unsatis&ctory style 
. irhieh belongs to scrimp time, and then ratl^ed off 
in a hackney coach to the foot of Murray Street, 
where we cai:^ht the steam-boat .Asriel, — Ae deli- 
cate Ariel, — just on the move. A bell was ringing 
onboard, and other' passengers who like ourselyef^ 
were somewhat late, were seen galloping down the 

V ■"* 

streets ; while porters, and carters mth luggage, 
came'pa^itJng to^the wharf, and tumbled their boxes, 
trunks, and carpet bags on the deck with very lit- 
Xile ceremony. Exactly as the clock struck eight, 
ike paddle-wheels b^aA to stir, and away sa£fied 
the fidry ship, with her gay flags and snow-white 
awnings, like a: huge swan, on the broad bosom 
of the ma^oiificent Hudson. This River stretches 
/ directly in the line of the meridian firom New York, 

into the very heart of that flourislung state, and 
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fbrming, imdoulitedly, the finest idatural eanal in 
the worlcL It is wide, deep, and free from shoals 
£ta a great part of its course; and the tides whieh 
are never strong are always useful, even as far as 
Albany, 145 miles in the interior, and sometimes, 
if I am uQt mistaken, at certain seasons as far as 
Troy, a large village on the left bank of the river» 
cox or eight miles still higher up. The scenery 
on the Hudson or North Biver, as it is genially 
ooJkd, has been so ably and so fidthfiiUy described 
by the dadBical anJdior of the Legend of Sleefy 
Holkw, which lies on its left banl^ that I may 
well be excused, I thinks from> making amy fresk 
attempts in so difficult a walk* The steep shorea' 
are genarally T^oded, and every where studded 
with villages, or with single country booses, ha- 
Iqopog to the ancient aristocracy, which is now 
irapidJy witherijtg away in that part of the eoim- 
tcy, as it has aJxdady done almost every where elser 
in Afioeriea^ to the great exultation of the peeple^ 
before die blightiBg tempest of democracy. 
. Instead, ofgroanii^ wilder the burning sun which 
had 8««rehed us dreadfrftly during the precedbig 
day or two» we were now complaining as bittdrly 
of a cool, I might almost say a cdidinoming, T^rith a^ 
most comfortless drizzling rain. ThS^ was the first 
i|idicafion we had of the variable nakure of the 
Ait^eidcan cUmate» wbicb we afterwards learnt by 
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dear expeiience was hardly to be malcbed, in Ibit 
unpleasant respeot, by any other in the world ; at 
leaat H^ far as my knowledge had gone* I do not 
adrert just now to theTariety of temperature, die- 
pendent on the dijSerenoes of latitude whieh'tlie 
great' ez;t§i|t.of-Qi]r journey broc^ht us aequainied 
with, ;bnt9butlie Tariablei^ess of the .Ameriean di*^ 
mate gen^railyy at any particuhir. part o£ the Uni- 
ted Stales.' Before we reached our destination fSoar 
the evening, the house of a fiiend we had met 
some years before, in Europe, the rain had ceased, 
andihe clouds being drawn up like a curtain tar 
in the north-west, once more diowed some br%ht 
touches of a clear blue sky. 

Every thing ab6ut us continued to look new to 
our eyas; and the dreaming sort of feeling I have 
before tried to describe, was more or less pres^it 
to oar thoughts still. The whole scene, indeed, of 
which we had previously known nothing, or so lit- 
tle as to be ranked as nothing, was so very sud^ 
denly brooght before us, that it seemed to the ima- 
gination, as if all we saw had started into exist- 
ence only the moment beibre. In many^dther 
parts of the world I have felt sometUSig of the same 
kind; and bave frequently daoght myself, in distant 
countries, locddng with surprise at the people bust- 
Hog about and attending to their, ordinary affidrs, 
with what seeised a stupid unconsdouEOiess of the 
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4nawKiij 4if ttppeafsnecff tome eo nsir and so woiid- 
tova tstamge* Of course, ia the next instaiity aueii 
fiuitastie delnsnisis wonld flit off, and gii^' fUmee 
f» more ^tdbatantial imprewioBs* Bnt tfin mixtarr 
mffaiicy and reality ; cf tihte taiqpble Midenews of 
die MSDsea wilih: the imagery of Aemnpd.;. ivUek 
agda we modified Iqr a h«* «f nl^^lkitioa. 
and reiBdUeetions c^ dUiar seeaaes of oti^>¥oyagntoy 
m l^east oihI in the west^ all taken' tc^odker^jKro* 
jdoBod a ttenaaftion highly intereeting and enridi^ 
mi tibov^hiiot easily deaeribed, it wSl I dunk h6 
f ecogxtiaad by many oth^ wanderers. 
. The pleiisaree of trawUing, taken in this spirit, 
%ill aotnetimes fiir exceed fhe anticipation ; aii4: 
those farilliant pictures drawn by early enthusiasm 
or eren by matured curiosity, of the wonders of 
the world, are often feeble m their colooring, oom- 
par4d to that of the actual original Tiewed on tike 
qiot 

The lands on the left bank of the Hudson, for a. 
eoiisiderable distance above New York, were for- 
mwly held bjr great proprietors, and chiefly by the 
liTingstone family ; but the abolition 0f entails, 
tad the repeal.of the law of primogeniture, has al- 
ready broken it down into small ^rtpions. Our 
host^at the time of wryisit, possessed only a third 
<if the property held by his immediate predecessor, 
whUe^e manor of Livingstone, an extensive and 
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fertile Siitrict fardier up the rirer, formerly 6ww^ 
ed by one person, is now divided intoforty or fifty 
parodg, belonging to ^s many different proprietors; 
so that where half-ardozen landlords once Uved^ 
as many hundreds may now be connted* And as 

' these new possessors clear away and'ooltiYate the 
soil at a great rate, the population goes on swell<» 
ing rapidly, though we were told not by any means 
9o fast as it does in the wild r^ons of the west. 
This co^paratiTe tardiniess may possibly be caused 
by some lingerings of the old aristocratical feel- 
ing; though it is mixed up curiously enongb with 

• the iaodem ideas <^ the equal division of property, 
the universality ^f electoral suffi-age, equality of 
popular rights and privileges, and all the other 
transatlaalic devices for the improvement of so- 
ciety* Eviery thing indeed that we saw in these di»> 
tricts, not actually under the plough, wore an air 
of premature and hopeless decay; the ancient ma-* 
nor-faouses were allowed to fall to pieces; the trees 
of the parks and pleasnre-grounds were all un* 
tended; the rank grass was thicklytnatted along 
with weeds over the walks ; and the old pictores 
were fast going to ruin under the joint influence of 
mould and ind^erence. It cannot, indeed, now be 
othenvise, for the moment the proprietor dies, bis 
land is equally divided amongst his children ; and 
by thus falling into many bands, no one has the 
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n[iean85 if he hkA the mdinatioii) tp keep up ihe idi*^ 
cient state of things. The practical effectof this^ 
as we saw every where exemplified, was to render 
th^ actual possessors utterly careless of those taste-* 
ful refinements above alluded to. By law, indeed, 
any man in America may leave his property to 
l^hom he pleases, or he may even entail it, exact- 
ly as in England, upon persons living at the time ; 
yet the general sentiment of the puhUc is m deci- 
4^y against such unequal distributions, that in 
practice such a thing very rarely if ever takes placer* 
Consequently there is no check to this deteriora* 

of the country to the sunf} levd^ respebt to pro^ 
perty, with those recently settled districts where 
entails and the rights of primogeniture never did 
esdst, tod are hardly known even by name ; or if 
spokcti. of at all, it is with the utmost contempt 
a^d. horror* 

. On Wednesday the 30th of May^ we vidted the 
Penitetitiary, or State Prison, at a place called 
^ng Sing, on the left or east bank of the Hudson 
River, at the. distance of thirty miles from New 
, York. • 

I have'yet s6en nothing in any part of the world 
in the way of prisons, which appeared to be better 
managed t ^an this establishment. It is no easy 
Upk to bring people who are well disposed under 
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the isflnence of strict discipline; but wiien tbef 
parties to be i?VTought upon are wicked and turbn* 
lent by nature, and altc^ether nnaccnstomed to re- 
straint, the difficulty is considerably augmented. 
This problem, however, has been, I think, pretty 
nearly solved in America. 

I had been told, in a general way, that several 
hundred convicts were employed at this spot, in 
the coKBtruction of a' prison in which they them« 
selves were eventually to be confined; buti could 
H^arcely credit the accounts which described the 
degree of order and subordination maintained 
amongst a set of the most hardened ruffians any 
where to be found. Accordingly, although prepa- 
red in some degree, my astonishment was great 
when I approached the spot, and saw only two sen- 
tinels padng along the height, from whence I look- 
ed down upon two hundredconvicts at work. Some 
of these were labouring in a large marble quarry, 
others in long wooden sheds surrounding tiie spot,' 
4nd some were engaged at various parts of the new 
prison, an extensive stone building running paral-- 
lei to the river, about one-third of which liad been 
finished and inade habitable. 

Captain Lynds, the superintendent, for wham 
we had brought ^ letter, joined us on the edge of 
the cliff, and be^ed us to walk down, that we 
might see what was going on, and judge, 1^ per- 
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Mmal hu^eetiofi, vrheAm or not tiie aoooimts we 
had heard were exaggerated* 

There was an air of confident authority about 
iail die arrangements of this place, which gave us 
a feeling of perfect security) though we were walkr 
ing ahout unarmed amongst cut-throats and vil^ 
faona of all sorts. ThM!« was something extremely 
impofiong in the |A*ofoiiiid silence with which every 
part of the work, of these people was performed* 
Daring several hours diat we continued amongst 
them, we did not hear even a whiaqper, nor could 
we detect in a single instance an exchange of look^ 
amongst the convicts, or what was still more curi- 
ous, a sidelong 'glanc6 at the strangers. Silence 
in £ict is^ tibe essential, «r I may call it the vital 
principle of this fi»igular disdplineb When to this 
are added unceasing ]|ihour during certain appoint^ 
ed hours, rigorous seclusion during the rest of 
the day, and absolute solitude all night, there ap» 
pears to be formed one of the most efficacious cCNOd^ 
tnnations of monl machinery 1iu>t faaB erer perbai» 
been seen in action* 

The principles upon which this system of prison 
discipline rests are very ample, and may be easily 
explained ^'perhaps, however, the readiest* method 
will be to.run tibrough the routine of one complete, 
day's operations^ by which all ihe prindplil pa^rts 
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^vfffl lie Man, aoid their beadngotf one snottier 
more readily undenrtood. 

• Tb» whole Beerei of the .astCNoiiiiiiig jsqccess of 
this plsB, Hes in prevenling the prisoners. from 
liolditig any kind of ooimaiittication' with eacji 
other, however slight or trasaient. As a matter of 
tn£qMiun.ble neeesnty towards. the accomplish*- 
me&t of this ol^ect, it is obvious that the oonviots 
-must be kept separate at night* To effect this coidh 
pletely, without any great cost in the way <^ ho]ase» 
room and of snperintendootp^ is a diflGicalty which 
has heea completdy overcome in the state of He^ 
*Ym4c* According to the system alluded to, each 
'prisoner has a s^aiate sleeping place, sev^oi feet 
in l^tigth, seven high^ and three and a t^ wi4e» 
buHt of scdid Uocks <tf «lone^ and seci^red by an 
ixon door, the upper part of which c<mtai]is or^oes 
«maBer tiian a man's hand. Through this grate a 
-sufficient supply c^ air is admitted, and as much 
iigbt and heat as are necessary. The ventilation 
i8.i>u.d.o(mid»tobya8ort of chinmey or air-p^ 
three inches in diameter, which extends fr.om the 
upper part of each of the apartments to die roof of 
the buildiiq^* These cells, or sleepmg births, iffe 
jdaced in rows of one hundred in each^ one above 
mnother, and in appearance by no .means unlike 
vrine bins in a oellar^osly deeper^ wider, and twice 
as high* Each tier has in froni.of it a narrow gal- 
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4^ just wide toongh for one man: to pass, and 
«<mnectedat the endswithastaircafle. The prison 
^t Sing Sing when completed, which it prdiaUy ik 
by this time (1829), will contain eight hundred 
cells, fourlmndred of which are on the sidefiidng 
lihe river, and a like number on the side next die 
land. The block or mass of building, formed of 
these two sets of cells placed back to back, may 
liS' compared to a long, high, and straight wall 
twenty feet thick, perforated on both sides with 
four parallel and hd^ttontal ranges of square holes. 
'This again is encased* on all sides by an exlonal 
building, the walls of which are at ten feet dislance 
Irom those of the inner work, or honeycomb of 
cells. These outer walls are pierced with rows of 
small windows, one bemg opposiie to each door, 
and so adjusted as to aflford atoidant light and 
fresh air, but no means of seeing out* Stoves and 
lamps are placed along the area or opta spate, be- 
tween the external wall and the inner building', .to 
afford beat in winter, and light to the galleries 
after stmset. 

As soon asthe prisoners are locked up for the 
night, each in his separate cell, a watchman takes 
his station on the ground floor abreast of the lower 
tier, or if he thinks fit he may walk along the gal- 
leries past the line of dooi^. His feet being shod 
with mocasins, his tread is not heard, while he him* 
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aitf Mtt bMor dM fid&tari; attempt at cmamtai^th 
tion inad# by aae ptfaflpcrio anothac; fcr tlie. gpwi s 
ki £raiit of lliacclhflMiiiB t^besMrt of wiiiflpoPr 
ing or MMmdiDg gallery:, of wid^ facil aatiafio4 
ipyaolf lyactoaleKp eri MieBft^ihoBgh. I do sot very 
weU know dio canae.^ laths way the oonriiotB are 
ooaapdlad to paoa the a]|^ in aolitai^ and sQcnoe j 
aftd I do not remeaaJMr ia my life to have «iet bfer 
4&t€ with any tUng ao peeuliarly sokam ao the 
death-like sikiicewhiciirugned, erenatnoon-dbiyy 
•in one of tiheae pliaona, thao^ I knew that many 
hnndreds of people ware eiom to me. Atu^liie 
degree of ailimee WBi^ really oftfreame; and I3Be 



main[ oiker parte of tfais^orioiiB estabBehmoit mnrt 
be witnessed in person to be doly imderstood* 

The ccniTictsareawak^edat emnriaebyabeUi 
bnt before they 4ure let o«it, the cl ergy m a a of the 
estabHcbment reads a pray er £ram a station ao dMH 
aen, Aat without effnrt be can readily make biiar 
eelf heard by all the prisoners on that side o£ the 
buiUing, thatis to say, by 400» car eaie half of the 
number confined. The turnkeys now open Ae 
doors^ and a word of command tieing give;^, each 
of die priaonere etepa out of his cell into the giAr 
lepy. They aretiben formed zato doae line, and 
nuide to mareb with what is called the lock stepi 
wi& thrir efCB tomed towards theb keeper, along 
passages to die workndiopB* On leaving the 



T 



t 



V 



tTmriB STATES.' ST 

;, -tiie diffffiCMit diifisions or gal^ imder the 
SATeral tiueiJieyB, make » short kalt in tho outer'** 
yard to \Fash their himds and fskses, and also to de-r 
poffit their tubs and water-cans, which are taken 
uf h^ another set of prisoners, whose duty d io to 
altend to the ^eaasing department txf the house-^ 
hM* A]H>dier party of the prisoners attend to the 
cookiiig; another to wadiing'dotiies ; in shorty <ihe 
v^hcd^ work is done by file dohviets* The maii& 
body of the prisoners. are then inarched to Ihsar 
&iffiA tasks ; some to^w stone, or to saw marble, 
seine to fiwge iron, some to weaTe elotib; whik 
oljh^s are ^raoplojred as taflors, shoemakers, coop- 
ers, and in various other trades. Each shop is un-^ 
ixx the charge of a turnkey,, of course not a con* 
yicif but a man of character, and known to be trust- 
Jl^rihy, who, besides other qualificationsi, is reqni* 
't?#d to be master of the business there taught; for 
Ms duty is not only to enforce the closest attention 
^ the rules of the prison, and in particuhc that 
j9f the most rigorous sihsice, but he has to instni^t 
tlfe men under his charge in some trade. The pri* 
490iiers when in these work^shops, . are plafced in 
xows^ with their faces all turned in one direction;) 
^.that they cannot communicate by looks or signs. 
£aoh turnkey has not less than twenty, norxnore 
.than thirty men under his charge; and it is found 
•that one man» stimulated by a good salary, .or by 
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ether adeqtuile modves to do Mb duty, imd wlioii 
duly supported, can perfectly well enforce these 
reg^idadons upon that nuniber of persons. 

The general superintendent of the prison has a 
most ingenious method of watching not only the 
prisoners, but also the turnkeys. A nkirrow daric 
passage runs along the hack pert of all the work<* 
shops, £rom whence die conTicts, sitting' at their 
tasks, as well as their turnkeys, can he distinctly 
seen through narrow slits in the wall^ half an inch 
wi^e, and ooTered with glass, while the superin- 
tendent himself can neither be seen nor heard by 
the prisoners, or by their keepers. Hie conscious-* 
ness that ayigilant eye may at any giTen* moment 
be fixed upon them, is described as bring angu- 
larly efficacious in keqiing the attention of ad 
parties awake, to an extent which no visible and 
permanent scrutiny, I am told, has the poWer of 
commanding.' 

At a fixed hour, eight I believe, a bell is rung, 
upon which all work is discontinued ; the prisoners 
again' form themselves into a close Kne under 
their turnkey, and when the order is given to 
march, they return back to their cells. Each one 
now stops before his door, with his hands by his 
side, motionless and silent like a statue, till direct- 
ed by a signal to stoop down for his breakfast, 
which has been previously placed, for him on the 
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I 4oor of the galkry. They next tunn about, and 

march in, after which the iron doors of their cells 

I are locked upon them, while they take their coio- 

ibrtless meal in solitude. At. Auburn, where this 

^ liystem was first put in operation, it was the prac- 

tice, at the time of my. visit, to aUow the prisoners 
to eat their meals in company. But experience 
U^ d..™ ««. ^ flT^™. of Zl«y, 
trifling as it was,. did some harm, and that much 
l^ood was g^ed by compelling them to mess alone, 
the phm above described has, I believe, been in- 
troduced in aU the other similar establishments in 
Americl^ of which I am glad to say there are now 
a great i|iany« . 

After twentyminutes have elapsed, the piHsoners 
are marched to their work;' which goes on in the 
«uae:uninterrupted style till noon, wben they are 
paraded once more to their cells, where they take 
their. lock-up, unsociable dinner, and then pace 
back again, to their duU silent roimd of hard la- 
bour. . On the approach of night, 4tie prisoners are 

L made to wash their hands and faces, as they did 

in the morning, on leaving, their cells, and then, as 
before, at the sound of the yard-bell, to form them- 
selves intolines, each one standing in order accord-p 
ing to the number of his night's quarters. As they 
pass through the yard they take up their cans and 
tubs, and proceed £nally for.thia day to their cell 



60 TBATZtS IN TBE 

do»ig, wheietirir supper rf mmh and moliiHmWj 6 
plreparatioii «f ladim com meal, awiitg tlMm aa 
liirfnra. At a fixed hour tJiejr are direeled bjr a 
bdU toundreM andgd to bed; hut just befara thi% 
aad as taea^lj at amaet a< may be,. yay ar a acaaaid 
by tha reside, ckigyman. It is very mqNtttaaft 
to kaow finna ibe bast qudified iaeal authoritiitfl^ 
tbat tbe eSBeatj^ tbis pmetiea, coondared as a 
bganch rfiha prjann discipliiia, aadindependantly 
of its otbor TaknUe oQiiaideratiaiis, baa bem foimd 
very great. 

Captaiii Lynds, tba aup a riii tcndentatfiiag SBa^ 
and tbe g^oitleinaa wbo is, I beliflire^' mavcnaifiy 
admitted to bave the greatest share of Iba merit 
wbieb'bek>iig8 to the first ptfaefieal i^ypliealioa of 
this system, is decidedly at opinioa diat it is net 
and never eaa be oomplete, nnless tbcDeba a elsfi^ 
gyman permanently attached to the esfadJisbmeati 
whose exdnsiye doty it shaD be to attend to tbe 
prisoners. Indeed he tcdd me himself, that be bad 
originally takeik the opposite line, from a belief 
tbat this divitton of authority uritb a i^ritaal'SU'> 
perintendent, if I may me snob a term, would in* 
tarferewith the ordinary discipliBe; but thai be now 
considered this allianoe of primary conseqnenee; 
This question is one of great moment, and th^ 
name of Captain Lynds stands so deservedly li%h, 
tbat I cannot afford to relinquifili the support which 
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Mi woAotitf lends to my orwn deliberate bpinioii 
ii|Nm tins snlject* 

hk AfKTl 1827» at Ab ^eimest reconrmnitdirtinB 
of thie gentleman, a dia jitolii wag Bent to Sing Siaig; 
^l^m person who was induced to assmne^ tke to- 
aponsifaiUtieB of ihis station was Mr Gerrisli Bar** 
Tett» and that he feels these obligatkmsin Aecpro^ 
per spirit^ will I think be freely admitted by eVery 
one wiio reads liie Ibllpwing iaxtraet firom a letter 
written by him^ whirii I have transcribed finam 
page 109 of the Second Report of the Prison Dis- 
eq^me ScHsiety <^Qo6ta!%anin8titu1i6n wludkhafe 
icnsheEed eminent services to this cause in Aole^ 



^^A litde after seven o'clock every evening^'^ 
says Mr Barrett, *^ I rommence reading the scrip- 
lin^ to the convicts, aflh ' ward s make some re^- 
masks, and then offer a prayer <m each side of the 
fseison. I have found by experience, that to stand 
aa near the centre of the priscm as possible, on the 
pavement below, is £Ecr better for the purpose ef 
bemg- eaaSy heard, than to stand upon the gallery. 
I SOL persuaded, that of all the metibods which have 
been u s ed for fastening divine truth upon the mindfe 
of convicts^ tins daily reading of the scriptures and 
pnayer is most likely to succeed. The truih strikes 
upon the ear, when the men are sobered by the 
labours of die day, when no mortal eye sees tbemi. 
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msd'^whem. tlie twi^|;lrt sad tke gilcnce, bbA the 
loaelmess combine in causing it .to make adeep 
iwap^emaoBM ' They can thai Inflect on what^lliej 
liaye heard till thejr fall asleep* 
■' ^^ Af!fcmr divine service on the Sabbath, a coBSi^ 
4firable portion of the tiine is spent in talldi^ to 
4ii0 men in their cells. In this business I fed more 
and more interested* I have fonnd no one yet, 
"who fihowed any disrespect or unwfllingness to 
Jiear what was said." — (Page 67.) 

It will not be sii^yposed, nor is it pretended by 
41m$ friends of this plan, that its eflfects are in every 
'Caae beneficial, and that all, or any great nnmbor 
c^ the convicts, are to be reformed. It is sorely 
i^noogh if it can be shown, that of all the plans of 
penitentiary discipline which hihre been tried, this 
•one affords the best cfaihce for sncoess ;, and it ii 
my opinion, after having visited many prisoaa in 
dtferent parts of the United States, Aat the An* 
bum system, as it is called, does, in fact combine 
moreadvantages, willi fewer defects, than any odier 
which has yet been pnqiosed in that coimtry« 
- I ought perhaps to have mentioned before, tiiat 
the convicts who are sentenced to confinement in 
ihe state prisons of America, are chiefly such as in 
£agland would' be either executed or banished. 
'JSbw, in most of the states,- particularly in the 
Jlorth and in the East, there is a great objecticm 
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to capital pcuttsbni^ts ; andriui they have no pkiM 
*to which offenders ean he transported, they are 
eompeUed, in order to preserve the peaee of soci^, 
to shut up in the heart of the country, a great numf 
her <tf persons who in England would he got rid 
of altogether. This difference in the circumstances 
of the two countries is not, I think, sufficiently 
attended to, and like many other things, helps to 
disturb those analogies 1^. which the same reaso»- 
ings are ofteninjudicioudy applied to hoth. 
/ Two plans have heen proposed in America, for 
alleviating the evils incident to this necessity of 
^maintaining a permanent class of ruffians, gradual- 
ly increasing in numbers, in the very heart of the 
ijcommunity. One of these is to shut them u|> in 
absolute solitary confinement day and night, eiiher 
.with or without labour, -•but altogether without 
icompanionship ; and thus virtually to banish them 
■not only from the country^ but, for the time, from 
ihe world. This, combined widi a course of reforr 
matory moral discipline, wbich is not considered 
^incompatible, has some zealous supporters in Penn- 
sylvania* The- other is the plan I have been just 
4escrilung, which is generally called the Aubmrn 
jfyBUm, from the first experiin«nta haying been 
.made at a village of that name, in the western part 
of the Stato of New York. - A pretty warm.con*- 
^froversy has been carried on in America upon thia 
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pcMHiimkyof eist^aiBiiig^ke nature and «sieift ^ 
liie opposite system, or thai; of abaolute fiolifude^ 
in tnsttting of Ae penitentiary at Hdadnl^tia/ 1 
dttfi at -pf esent inei^ly state in a very feir Words 
what seem to be the prominent advakitages of the 
Aidbnm phm. 

It is right to mention in pasffing,1iiat many per- 
sons in Ei^land are nnder a misooneepticati as to 
the state of the controversy in Amerioa. In the 
Seventh Report of the London Prison Discij^ine 
Sbciety, at page 110, it is stated, that ^ Solitary 
confinement, unmitigated by employment eilhest 
of body or mind, is the most prominent feature ia 
tiie dseipline now recommended in the United 
States.** 

^nthont going into any details, I tinnk it dtiot6 
iJie subject, as w^ as to the good sense and right 
fieefings of that country, to assert positively, tiiat 

• 

tiie contrary is the fisust ; and that of all the per^ 
sons I conversed with on tlnsmatter---and li^ittred 
no pmns to bring mysctf in contact with those who 
took an int^est in the question--^I met wi A only 
one man who was a hearty adToeate for absolute 
sofitary confinement, tetd even he was half dispo^ 
sed to admit the necessity of addSng labour* Tter e 
is not a eongle new prison firom end to end of Ame^ 
riea, excepting one iu Philadelphia, where such a 
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pbb IB Aought of; and even Hhsitey absolute seMtod^ 
liais not yet beeii,aad Isospect ney;^ will be adopted 
-^oviiBply because tbe poUic feoliiig is direedy Ae 
vmerse of what is stated in die above quotation ; 
atkd because all experienee tends to show its indE^ 
iiaBJcyv 

It mnst be recollected, that the persens sabjeet^- 
«d to this discipline, are amooi^tBt the most hard*^ 
cned, the least educated, and the most nnprinei^ 
pled men in theconntry; many of whom havebeeA 
eyslrauktically taught vice, and who, from the con* 
stant indulgence of every bad propendty, hav^ 
acquired the most pernicious habits. To reform 
auch matured ruffians, is not a task which holds 
oat mmJi hope in the eyes of men who have studied 
sadi subjects out of their closets. All that can be 
lodked for, indeed, or that ought to be looked foi^ 
«i fidr as the convicts are concerned, is that, by pos- 
sibility, some of them maybe made less wickedl 
la. this view, it is a statesmUn'a business to give 
tiiem:the best chance for reformation, at the same 
tune that he eScctni^y keeps in view the QHket 
ekfOcts of a penitentfary. These are the safe cus^ 
tody of, the culprit, combined with tiiat amount 
df puniahinent which, while it makes the deepest 
m^esmon on his mind, may, by a salutary terror, 
kdp to deter others from cmnmitting Eke offences 
against society. If economy to the. state can be 
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mAdfA, aft. in tbe case of ihB Avbnm ajfslkiBm^ iAitkt 
(he labour of the comricta defrays neaiiy aU the 
ffiEpenaes of the establishm^it, so mueh the better. 
: Jn the official report made to the k^islatuve of 
the state of New York, dated dth Januaity^ 1838, 
the inspectors say, '^ Such has been the improye*- 
jsi^it in the earnings of the convicts, and snch the 
diminution of pardons, we are of opinion, that no 
Ariher appropriation will hereafter be, necessary 
to support the current expenses of the prison at 
Aobum." The directors of the prison at WellieiB* 
field in the state of Connecticut, say in their offi* 
rial report to the legislature, dated 10th Apn], 
1828, *' that the earnings of the prisoners for the 
aix months ending 31st March, 1828, have been 
1017 dollars over and above the expenses of thdb 
management, and of their support." 

'^ In the newprison at Sing Sing," says the Bos* 
ton Society's Third Report, page 14, ^^ Captain 
Lynds declares, that he will ask no greater privi- 
lege from the state when the prison is done, than 
Ihe earnings of the convicts, above every expenee 
for food, medieal attendance, moral instnu^on, 
ice^ing, &e. &c. ; and that he will enter into bonds 
for one hundred thous^nddoUars to release the stale 
from all further <^iarges for lihe current expenses, 
in consideration of reoeivin^ the proceeds <^ the 
labour of the convicta." .... 
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( '. It is not. very. agreeaUe, but it may perhaps be 
:ii8e^) to. compare this point of prison expenses 
with what takes place in EAgrland. Thefdlowing 
/table. is extracted from page 56 of Ihe Third. Re- 
.fprt of the Boston Prii^>n I>]sci|dine Society»^ . 

4< Another great ppint of difference in the two 
^countries, is in regard to the productiveness of the 
.labour of convicts. 

Numher ' Atnxyvnf. 

"^ ' IN EKOLAVD. of convtcts, of earning* 

Maidstone County Prison, Kent» - . S6S £,U\9 

*4/aneB8ter Castle.County Jail, . - 4U 601 

Preston County House of Correction, - 198 616 

"Handiester New Bailey House of Correction, 768 SS09 

> KiriLdale County House of Correction, - 620 QSO 

'^Leicester Courity House of Correction, - 09 ' ' ISS 

MillHUQk penitentiary, near London, * S41 . 14£5 . 

Shrewsbtiry County Jailand House of Correction, 1S4 l29f 

Staiford County Jail and House of Correction, 268 ' 858 

ntny County Jail and House of Correction, 124 154 

^JXarchester County Jail and House of Correction} 183 - . %^ . 

'Gloucester County Jail and Penitentiary, 199 ' 120 

'IVdye among the* most productiye Prisons') S699 £8867 

\ in Englapdy containing • * /Equal in dol- 

lars to 41,7?7 

l^umber Amount 

IN THE unrXD STATES. qfcoTwicts, of earning. 

^iStatolViflon in Maine, - - 1827, 71 DolUir88564 

.^tate Prison in New Hami>Bliir«, 1825, 70 9949 

State Prison in Massachusetts, ' - 1827, 285 ' 2Z,7Si 

State Prison at Wethersfield, Conn. 1828, 97 7830 

Slate Prison at Auhum, K. T. - 1827, 4/76 33,504 

"nre among the most productiye Prisons in 

tbe United States .... 909 DoUan 81,979 

4r ■ * ' . 

'^ According to this statement, in England, 3699 

.Qopvicts eam.in a year, about 41,727 dollars. And 

,in the United States, 999.ooiiidct8 earn 81,979 

•dolkriH or ahout £17;,4S5* ; Or in other words,*a 

little more than one^fourth part the nninber of con- 
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Ticto ill the Uaited State, eaxn mora tbaa doable 
the amount of nesaij four tiines tiie miEDber jof 
Qwriets in England/' 

The aboye gtaaft diffierenee ia dte zetomB &at 
tlie lidMHir of ika eon^idctSy dqpends.diiefly.oii tli^ 
differenoe kt the diticipJinft ; but pardy no donbt 
tonthediet. At all the fiye Aiagrican prigong aboro 
mentioned, the animal fo6d allowed to eadt man 
per day, is not less than one pojond, which is not 
more than sufficient c<Muddering the nature of their 
eongtant and hard labour. In England, the quai^ 
tity of animal fobdis very small — a pound, or hatf 
a pound ar-weel^. — (Third Rq^rt, page 56.) 

A convict brought to one of these prisons, whair 
^et may have been his previous life, is speedily 
instructed in many useful things, of which, in aU 
probabifity, he was totally ignorant before^ and 
miight never otherwise have come to learn. In the 
first place, he is taught habits of industry ; frasn 
whence, in spite of himself, he is made sensible hpw 
much he may do by steady labour. He is taught 
Indiits of temporanee, of which virtue he probidily 
knew nothii^ at all before ; and what may tend to 
.impress its value on his mind, he discbvcors what it 
ia to deep soundly, to rise witfaoat a headac^, and 
to look to labour as a source of health, of strength, 
and even of enjoyment, as a relief from die te- 
dium of solitnde. He also learns, what certain- 
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]j lie never eouU hate faiown before,' babits of 
dbedience, andof submisfiioix to sometbiiig^stpoinger 
tfaaQ ids own perverse wilL It may be said tiiat 
ibis obedieRce is compulsory joid irksome, and 
tiiat sncb rigorous discipline can be eaforeed at the 
point of the lash alone. Still the habit is engen- 
dered ; and a man who by any means, no matter 
what, IS oompelled to obey finr any length of time 
the ecmsistent laws of a well-regulated prison, will 
l^ave it, I should think, better disposed to obey the 
general laws of society than he erer was formerly. 
He is, moreover, made acquainted withorder, dean- 
Imess, and punctuality, all new and agreeable to 
Um. The corruption ofhis manners, from the lang« 
eoHtinued evib of vicious intercourse with equally 
bad, or worse spirits than himself, is entirely pnt a 
ifbep to ; and the canker, if it have not fsdrly reach- 
ed the core, may yet be arrested — ^perhaps eradi- 
cated. In aid of this too, it must be recollected, 
that the only voice, except that of stem authority, 
which he is ever allowed to hear, is Ihat of the 
frienfly chaplain. Thvm his sole remaining inter-* 
coarse with society takes' place through a person 
whose duty and whose pleasure it is to lead his 
thoughts into virtuous channels, and when onoe 
there to keep them fast. ^^ Mr Barrett, Hie cha^ 
lain of SijQg Sing," says the Report of the Bosima 
Society, ^^ express^ a deep and increasing interest 
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in Us Mployment, and that his iamd flies swiftly,- 
and he is willing to remam where he is;''-^>*(2d 
Beport, p* 67.) 

That any person shonld be willing to remain 
amongst such a set of men, is creditable not only' 
to himself indiyidually, bnt to the system by which' 
his exertions are made so nsefiil, as to act the part 
of an agreeable stimnlns to dnty. The pleasure' 
which this amikble man speaks of, arises, nndonbt-^ 
edly, from those incipient buddings of sympathy, 
if I may so express myself, which spring up in his 
path ; by which he leams, that no field, however 
barrm it may seem to careless eyes, can be unf er- 
tfle, when watered by those dews, which by his 
sacred commission he is commanded to i^ed alike 
over the just and the unjust. 

As apart of this system, therefore, I should have 
mentioned before, that a Bible is placed in every 
cell, and is the only book the convicts are allowed 
to see. The prisoner may read it, or he may leave 
it alone,* as he pleases ; but when We consider that' 
this is the only occupation of Bis solitude, and that, 
except on Sunday, the opportunities of leisure are 
few and brief, the chances are, that sooner or later 
he will be tempted to try. *^ I should like to see,"^ 
said a hardened convict to the chaplain upon one 
occSBsion, ^ what sort of stuff the Bible is made oV* 
Exactly in die same way, probably, a prisoner may, 
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and offeA does, turn a deaf ear at first to the 
Tiee read to him every moriiiiig and evening; or, 
lik^ his betters, he may sometimes sleep through 
the sermon ; or he may sullenly reject those Sun- 
day visits which, by the rules of the prison, the 
clergyman alone is authorized to pay to every one 
who shall intimate his wish to that effect. Bu^ 
in the course of time, when he finds that these 
words are the only sounds he is permitted to hear^. 
save those of arbitrary commajid, and that the oc^ 
easional companionship of the chaplain forms the 
only link by which he is held to the rest of the. 
world, he must come, if there be a spark of good in 
his composition — ^and in whom is there not some<« 
thing that is good? — to feel the amusement at 
least, and eventually perhaps, the profit of thesat 
lessons. 

' As many of the convicts, however, were found, 
miable to read, it seemed raither a mockery to place, 
books in their cells ; and. this reflection probably, 
suggested the experiment of a Sunday school at 
Auburn, in the summer of 1826, at which 50 of 
the most ignorant' of the convicts, whose age didi 
not exceed 25, were placed. The privilege was. 
embraced with the greatest avidity and apparent 
thankfulness, and the schocd has since been extend- - 
ed to a hundred and twenty-five members^ ^^ Thai 
prisoners weredivided into classes of five or six, and 
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joBttvcitAf** flays Mr Powers, tlie keeper, ** VfistfOh 
dents belonging to the Theokgieal Semfauoy of tiw 
tillage of Auburn, who, to tlie number of twenly^ 
benevolently offered their serviees/' Tbm disdb- 
^ine of the prison, however, is not relaxed on tiiess 
eocasions more than is absolotely necsssarfr ; and 
while the eonviets who £Mrm the classes are under 
the general superintendence of the chaplain^ they 
are at the same time <dosely watehed by vigilaiift 
officers <^ the prison* By the last official report ef 
the keeper, 7th January, 1828, it appears tiiat neisr^ 
fy onoi^fourth <tfall die conviets m the prison attmd 
the Sunday school ; the number bdng IdS out of 
about 550 prisoners. 

It is not my intention, as I said before, to enter 
at present into the meritB of this {dan cooapaied 
with that of entire solitude day and night; but I 
may mention as I go along, that every thing I have - 
seen in America and elsewliere, satisfies me that 
nothing useful can ever be effected in any depart- 
ment of life, bodily or mental, unless a certain 
portion of cheerfulness forms one of tiie ingredi* 
ents in the mixture. Now, there seems to be no 
oAer device or substitute by wbieb tihis indiapen- 
saUe requisite to raccess can be supplied, but the 
oompaniondup of our fellow men. This, after all, 
is the true vital principle of our social atmosphere ; 
without it we either die, or become d^nanged, or 



J 



« ;VmTCD STATES. 7S 

Mt/tuim to siagnate in meless ddgradalbil ; oT, 
wMeh' 18 fiur more probable, become more and 
Qiore corrupt. It ajqpears to me, therefore, alter 
ywfflnining the subject attentively on the spot, im- 
jbr a great yarietjr of aspects, tJiat the minimam 
decree ofehespcfalnefliB that will answer the|>urpose 
i) .allowed to the prisoners in the penitentiaries 
alluded to^ by their being permitted to labour in 
company. They cannot interchai^fe thoughts, or 
\lM any sociable intercoursie whatsoever ; but still 
|hey do see the human face divine ; they feel Uiat 
Ihey are not aitogetiber abandoned and shut out 
firaan the worId4 and although this association be 
purposely made one of toil and of disgrace, still if 
jfk BCtt SO dreadful as the unvaried companionship 
ef their own guilty thoughts. This coni^deration, 
by the way, many people are apt to disregard. Be* 
cause, £orsootii, they tiiemselves are virtuous, and 
stand in need of no more cakes and ale, they fancy 
they might be cheered, instead of being tortured, 
by the es^diusive and fearful process of dissecting 
thra^ own tiioughts. 

-. For all the useful purposes of reflection, twelve 
lioura out of the twenty-^four are surely abimd- 
Wtly sufficient; and if tiiis interval be passed in 
ngorous solitude, afiter a long and speechless day 
of hard labour, tliece will remain, I am sure, enough 
of s<»now in tiif captive's cup to excite no wish 

VOL. I. D 
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<Mi his part to repeat the draught, nor any dmisp 
on that of others to share in such a hanqueL 

It often occurred to me, daring my visits td 
these miserahle ahodes of guilt and punishmenti 
that one of the most powerful motives to virtuous 
action might with great ease be introduced into- 
all of them, as a branch not only of the mere pri- 
son discipline, but as a source of eventual advantage 
to the prisoners themselves, and conseqnently to 
their country. The motive I allude to is hope^ 
-^blessed hope ! At present the lash, that prompt, 
severe, efficacious, but, I much fear, indispensable 
weapon, is the grand instrument by which the 
well-explained rules of th^se PenitentiarieB are 
enforced. I use the word indispensable, because 
I conceive it hardly possible to do away with this 
rigorous method of compelling the obedience <^ 
hardened, and, mcnrally speaking, unfeeling "ril* 
laitts, without substituting punishments incompa» 
rably more severe, and at the same time less ejBTec- 
tufil. Along with it, however, a more generous 
motive than fear may very well come into play* 
Why, if disobedience be punished, should not obe- 
dience be rewarded? And how easy it would be to 
give the convicts a direct and immediate interest 
in conforming^ to the rules of the place. Sup-^ 
pose a prisoner were sentenced to several years* 
4X>iifinement ; then, if he behave^ell for a week 
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iog^ther, let one day be struck off his term of con- 
finement; if he continue to deport himself cor- 
rectly for a month more, let the term of his de- 
tention be shortened a fortnight; and if he shall 
go on steadily for six months, then let half a year 
be struck off his whole period; and so on, accord- 
ing to any ratio that may be foimd suitable,^ 

It must surely be the wish of society in general, 
to let a prisoner out as soon as possible, consistent- 
ly with a certain salutary effect on himself, and on 
Otheris. Now, it has always seemed jto me, that 
by tbifi process of giving the convict a constant, 
personal interest in behaving weU during his con- 
finement, not only might the seeds of virtue be 
so^^m, but the groimd put in good order for their 
iiiture growth. Consequently, I Conceive, we 
should ihna, In meet cases, antedate the allowable 
moment of the prisoner's release, and still pro- 
duce all the effect desired, or, to speak more cor- 
rectly, all the good that is possible* 

I observe by the official returns, that in conse- 
quence of the free use of the pardoning power on 
the part of government, very few prisoners ever 
do serve out their whole term of sentence, even as 
things are now r^^ated. This is loudly and 
universally complained of, froiff its unsettling the 
whole nuu;hinera of penal enactments, and dep^ 
ving pimishmenrof more than half its terrors, by 
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TVBOufmng att its eertainly* Bat if Ad phn I h$n^ 
9UggMted Were adopted^ the eviLi of wae^tttimty^ 
ivUeh afe peaty wovld&U entirdj to tbe prifimifi^ 
diare^ ncft to tliat of the publie, from hmg made 
eontiagent on his own eondneL TkerewooldtlMi 
be only one way for him to fduxTten the dnfaidoii of 
his captivity, namety, hia own ateadft aAeiMee 
to the rules of the piieon. Of oovm tine pardon- 
ing power wonldreqairetebe tiediqpnuRreBlrkV 
ly ttaa it i% and imperativiiy liiaitod, by Invp^ to 
those casea alone where Inrdier evidmce ehoald 
arise to diaprore the suppo ae d gnUt^ and abowthe 
sentenee to have been nnjnat. 

I shalitbe mneh refoiced to see this experiofteiit 
tried in America, whidi has so adwiirably led tho 
way m thia' nuM^ter. I aoDt aase it wiU not oidy' 
benefit society at kn^e, bat preUbly the eonvietfr 
tbemselTea. It wonld ahoy I am sose, he^ to 
Ughten the burdens of that valnaUe class of men, 
the keepers, whose seal in tibda eanse often exri- 
ted my admSration; and wks^ I am c o n v in ced, 
would be glad to be mded in their daacipliiie by 
some pineij^e Kko this^ which should mdoea'the 
prisoners to co-operate heartily with tii^m, in« 
stead of eternally wishing to defy and thwart 
them. 

hh the meantime^ it is intereatipg to see» wh^ 
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i hw boen done in that eonodzy, «Bd I uoi bappy to 
bare high authority to quote upon the occasion. 

«< Svfficiext time has not d^psed folly te d^ve- 
. kpe the influence of confinement in thia prison,'* 
mxA 93se ike Ttrords o^ Judge Powens, the excellent 
•aopeiintendentat Alburn, ^ in reformii^ihe ha- 
.Inte and dispositioiiB of men, but enough baa ap- 
^pearod to pxomiae the moat fiivourable resnlts. 
IlMrehiKvse been fewer reconvictions, compared to 
•^le number of oonTicts, in this, than in any, other 
imown prison. From 167 of die convicts laat'.re- 
joeived, Acre were hmA iskiee or four reconvictions.'' 
; ^< &i the year 1866 dkere w^e adnutted into the 
plison at Aobum 13S priaoners, of whom there 
<were received, 

On first sentence^ « . 1^9 
c Secoood do. • • • 4 

or the reconvictions were to the first convictions 
as 1 to 82 ; while at the prison of the dty and 
county of Philadelphia, which is managed on the 
arcEnsay pfam of allowing the prisonera to asso* 
dbte, idie nmnbers stood thus, in the sune year, 
1896 :— 

On the first soitence, . . 2S1 

On the second jdo. • • • 42 

Third do. • . 17 

Fourth do. • .5 

Fifth do. • .. 1 
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^r the reconunitments w^e as <me to three and a 
lialf."» 

*^ Let it not be understood, however/' says Judge 
Powers, '< tbat we expect tliat all, or nearly afl, 
who are or may he confined in this prison, will he 
refonned* Such an event d^i by no means he cal- 
culated, upon hy any man in his sober senses* 
Ther^ always will he many who^ previous to. thrir 
confinement, had become so hardened in viUamy, 
so lost to all that is decent and good, and so in- 
sensible to moral obligation, that no rational hoipe 
of their being essentially benefited, by any comraa 
of discipline, can be entertained, except what may 
arise from the interposition of a divine agency.*' 

« In every large establishment, there wiU al- 
ways be a. class of convicts, who may be appropri- 
ately styled^-state prison characters. A prison is 
their element. They can seemingly breathe no 
other air. If you throw them back upon the world, 
they are not satisfied till they are again in prison. 
If their sentence be short, when it exj^es, they 
go out but to be reconvicted, and to be returned. 
So they live, and so they die ; and it is firom this 
class that reconvictions, for the most, part, take 
place, and are to be expected."f 

" Third Report of the Boston Prifl«|' Disc^iUiie Society, p. 5& 
f Report of Gershom Powers to the Lc^slature of New York, 
7tfa Jan. lass, p. 6S. • 
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I have reluctantly omitted many cnrious and im- 
portant details connected with this admirable sys- 
tem ; but any person having farther curiosity, will 
find this particular branch of the subject, and many 
others relating to the prisons of America, treated 
at length in a very masterly style, in the 1st, 2d, 
and 3d Reports of the Prison Discipline Society of 
Boston, which may be procured from Mr Milleri 
bookseller^ Pall Mall, London. 
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CHAPTER in. 



On the Slst of May 1827, we proceeded to West 
Point, some thiiiy miles farther up the glorious 
Hudson, the beauties of which increased as we went 
onwards, till at the place we had now reached, the 
scenery had acquired all the grandeur of the finest 
Highland lochs of Scotland, as fiur as altitude or 
form are concerned, with the additional embellish- 
ment of a rich coating of foliage, reaching from the 
tops of the highest mountains, in some places nearly 
to the water's edge. The general direction of the 
river was straa^t, but a sufficient number of bends 
occurred to take off any appearance of formality ; 
and as the steam-boat glided across from one land- 
ing-place to another, we had the enjoyment of much 
variety in the landscape ; and, upon the whole, I 
have seldom, if ever, seen a more beautiful line of 
river scenery* 

Dinner was placed on the deck of the steam- 
boat at one o'clock, in the cool air, under the com- 
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fdrtaUe amung wiih wUch these nmgnificent 
nsek areftirmflbed; but as we had break&sted late, 
we hesitated about taking so early « dinner) and 
hang then very yoimgin the myvteries of Ammean 
travelling, let a good meal slip by ns, in theezpec- 
tailaon of Bometfaing at least equally good at West 
Point, which we knew we dieuld readh only a cou- 
ple of hours later in the day* Alas! when we came 
these, the dinner was over long before; and what 
was wosse, Ihe master of the house had ffone to the 

in Amenca signifies what we should call being un^ 
well ; and lasliy, as the highest misfortune of all, 
the black cook had gone out to take a walk— who 
ever heard befone of a cook taking a walk !-««nd 
eanied the key of the larder in his pocket- 
Nothing makes f9&fie so selfidi, aH the World 
over, as an empty stomach ; we affected, indeed, 
to be indifferent to Ihis ourselves, while we felt, 
and scrupled not to express all sorts of anxiety 
on the little girl's account, who was whining from 
time to time from sheer Ixnnger* During all the 
morning she had been dragging the passoigers 
about ihe decks of ihe steam-boat, inning every 
bos and door that she could get at, till she fiurly 
drojqped asleep at frill length in the middle of the 
deek. On coming to WestPmnt her slumbers were 
bAonufiedf and Ihe tou^ dimb up to the Mili- 
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tarjr Aoademj, on a table land '200 feet abore ike 
xiver,. did not help to restore her young ladyship^g 
geed-humour* 

On learning the above melandioly intelligence 
respecting the Tanished dinner^ I Ballied forth my«> 
eelf to tbe kitchen, in quest of some bread and ndllL 
Here I fell in with a good-natured fellow, a raw 
Irish waiter, who, after a clattering seareh amongst 
an army of mugs and jugs, declared, with a rueful 
eoimtenance, that the cadets of the establishment 
had managed-?— bad ludc to them!— to swallow 
Averydropof milk in the house. Li ibis dilemma, 
9S our friend declared himself fiiirly non^ussed, I 
made a soft appeal to a great strapping negress, a 
cook^wench, more than half hid bdhind several 
mountains of dirty plates, just removed from the 
adjacent room, whene no fewer than twenty dozen 
cadets had dined. 

^^ I am sure,'' said I, ^^ you could mam^e to get 
me a drop of milk fw my little girl — if you would 
only try ?** 

^* Well, master, I will try," she said, and smi^^ 
ling at the earnest manner in which I spoke, dis^ 
covered two rows of teeth so bright and clear, that 
I dare swear many ji rich and fidr dame would &in 
have given her best string of pearls in exchange; 
Leaving Pat and me in charge of the plates, aWay 
she ran with a bowl in her band, to milk a eow 
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fetraying about in the exerciginj^ ground, and in less 
than five minutes afterwarcU little Miss was gob- 
bing it up. Our countryman the waiter, who 
W£is determined not to be outdone 1>y the ehony 
damsel of the ivory teeth, slipped off upon see- 
&g hefr success, and presently reappeared in the 
Idtchen, holding up in triumph a gre^t beef-steak, 
half as large as my waistcoats 

The Military Academy at West Point is the 
4only institution of the kind in the United States, 
which is maintained entirely at the expense of the 
{[cneral government. The object in view, I am told, 
is not so much to breed up young men for actual 
military service, as to disseminate by their means, 
throughout the different parts of the country, a 
«ound knowledge of the accurate sciences, as well 
>atf{ a taste for literary and scientific pursuits ; and 
jdso to spread more widely correct ideas of mili^ 
tairy discipline and military knowledge* There can 
be no doubt that, in the event of any war in Ame- 
Tica, there will always be a full supply of men will^ 
ing .to become officers, and brave enough, as far as 
that goes, to make good ones. But without some 
further education than what is generally attended 
toin that country, — say the friends of the West Point 
establishment, — ^the adequate amount of theoreti- 
cal knowledge of the art of war will certainly not 
be forthcoming* This desideratum the govetnment 
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hope fe ira^ly, hf diirtrilNiti^ tkroHgltoiit tii« 
Unioo m niiiiibelr df yomig me^ ediMited itt die 
pidMic eBtpenBe, «iid^rdl*froiiiided in die {Araetie^ 
sad intlije ^iBciplee ef ttiilitsrjr ddeilo^ ee fir el 
kMt M these .can be taught at ftdi0ol» tegeiher 
wlOi ihoee eoUato^ braiidbes of knowledge wIm 
aee genecaUjconadcised aeeiU in fonmi^ the cba» 
. jiieter of an officer. 

The inittfationy at far as I coulil jndge^ qppito- 
ed to be very wdl eondiictedl» and undonbtefHy it 
does niOiA ertdit t<> die iageniutj and pnUic spirit 
^ llie etttteaitten wlio diyviaed it. But whetfasr it 
wiHeflEeot the purpoaeintMidedi is another qneef 
tioa. I soepect it neidierj wSl nor can prodnce 
moch good in the way pr opoaed» and fear^ indoed, 
that it win not havieiihe effsot of diSafling ao gene^ 
rally at itt friende aiq^poaetaaj ntefnl knowledge 
4>f thoee aeyerer etodiee wliidi ase IbHowed at Weit 
Point* I thonght otherwiae on first aeehqf A«r iv- 
atitition in question; bat» after having viewed the 
43onntry ftinn end to end, the confidenpe Ib^nneriy 
entertained of its utility was mnch weakened. 

My e^y imprestiona emtainly w^tfe that tio 
West Point Academy would do mnch good, by 
spireading knowledge and taste of a h%;fasr furder 
than, I was asBOfed, was any where else to he found 
in the eoimtty* I then mneeffely i^oiced at its 
.sucoeH, sote^anddo so still, thoiq^witlialflndcr 
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*l»opeft of ifB dini^ the eoimtry any eawntul sen^ 
When we eoQndler tiie tide of pt^tdation and of 
.free action wMch aveflbwiag over <]ie United Stales, 
and look to its prosperity in many respects,, it is 
liigUy djesirabk on Aeir imn aocdont, as well as 
tfaafc of otiier nations, that correct knowledge skoiiU 
aeecympany their pn^;i3e88» A certain amount^ and 
a particular descriptioii of knowledge, the natkm 
will get, unqnestionaldy ;. and that ctf military mat* 
ters amongflt &e rest. Now, certainly, it is mneh 
better for dl partiBS, that they ahould obtain it in a 
Jibend and gentlemanlike style, and inaway whidi 
.^RBndeia it saaoeptible 4>f being generally diflfoaed, 
itinm that lliey diould CdUe by it by remc^ter and 
dbnfined meaas^^y iSoreign semee, forinataaoe. 

My iffiasons ftr so thinking are, that I conome 
the damees of Aitieriea and Bnghmd remaining on 
good terms bear some ratio to the d^ee el ae^ 
qnaiatance they hare with one anodier'e power. In 
proportion as information of any kind, but parti- 
cularly tiuBj^ wUch rda^stes to seienee, is extended 
in Amerka, so will their nrilitary knowledge be na^ 
proved* The knowledge ef one science, we know, 
always b^ts a lore for otlMTs^ and if these young 
and properly educated men, skould carry wiHi Aem 
to the baek'-weods, or other remote parts of the 
States, much well-proanded and useful infimnap^ 
*tiott,tlieymight be^xpeoted to epert themsehiBf^mpt 
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only to'advance farther in this ^^march of intetteelv'' 
but to impart what they knew to others, and thus 
to open new veins in the inexhaadtible mines of 
knowledge* 

Supposing all this to take place, according to tfaie 
most sanguine views of its projectors, we must re- 
collect that English books will continue for a long 
time to form the principal channel through which 
the information alluded to must flow, and more or 
less of a kindly feeling ought, one would think, to 
becarried along with the stream; and ihus Ae 
Americans might comein time to know and esteeiii 
other countries more than they appear to do ai 
present* As their own taste for science and letten 
improved^ it might be hoped they would learn to 
value it in others, and, consequently, be more cor- 
Aally disposed to us $ less apt to take or to giv0 
offence ; and eventually arrive at a better frame rf 
mind^ nationally speaking, than they now are in, 
with respect to England, 

Precisely for the same reason that I should pre* 
ier dealing with a man ct inteBigence and good 
sense as my rival in war or in any other pursuit, 
rather than \^th a blockhead — so I should say 
JBngland ought to wish America to be wise and 
well informed, under any possible view of political 
relationship* For my own part, I see no limits to 
ihis, juad should rejoice with all my heart if Ame*- 
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ii<^ were as far advanced in literature, in science^ 
in mSitary and naval knowledge, in taste, in tli« 
fine arts, in manufactures, in commerce — ^in shorty 
in every thing, as any part of Europe* No power 
can stop them ; at least, if they do not stop them« 
selves ; — for if the elements of real improvement 
be in existence there, we might as well try to check 
the revolution of the earth upon its axis, as to re* 
tard that nation, if it shall once acquire the due 
momentum in such a career. What is likely to 
take place, all things considered, I do not say; 
but I venture to predict, that every fresh approxi* 
mation to European knowledge, and, consequent* 
ly, to power and to virtue, in America, will only 
strengthen our mutual good-will, and t^n never 
injure either party* A more unworthy or short* 
flighted jealousy, therefore, cannot be imagined, 
than that which looks to the advances which may 
be made by that country in knowledge, vdth any^ 
feelings but those of honest sympathy. 

The number of students at West Point is limit* 
ed to 250 ; the average age of admission being 17, 
^md by law they cannot enter imder 14. The 
X>eriod of study is four years before th^ can ac«* 
quire their diploma, or certificate. The nomina^ 
lions lie with the President of the United States, 
who selects a proportion of candidates from each 
state ; and the applications are said to be numerous 
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^mA ntg^tf dihoiig^ a TCfry rigid probfttuynary «&> 
aminat^oii takes place, in the first, inrtaaoe. If the 
gsandidata cannot pass iUs ardeal, he is rejected; 
tut if he^t over it sacoessfiiUy» he is then takeft 
upon trial for n montiuB ; and if he stands tMs 
also with proper credit^ he is admitted as « cadet; 
atharvrise, Us friends reeehre a hint to widMbair 

( The chirf studies are the mathematics, whi^ 
are carried to a iwry respectable hei^t» CSrilaad 
nulitaBy engineering, fortification, and sorreying 
an dnly attended to*. Astronomy, too, is tanght ; 
hot as there is sKit yet a rii^e obeervatcay tbron|^« 
ontthfi wh<^ United States, an acqnasntan^ wilh 
tUs arience must, in die meantime, go for Utdob 
The cadets are taught drawing, and tibey also 
|bam to read French, though not to «peak it, the 
sole dbjeet hetag to give them the mems of con* 
fdting the authorities on mSitary sidyjectsin that 
language. Xlihemistry and minerakgy, as well as 
ethics and the belles lettres, form parts of the 
pourse. 

' The. discipline appears to be strict, aiti efficient 
in aH neiyects. To as&ist in llus objetit^ a rq^nter 
is ]c^t>f the demerits of every cadet, so as to fur* 
nish at a glance ihe means of knowing how eadi 
ime has behaved throughout the year, or month, or 
even wedc. Perhaps this kind of r^eter is well 



UNITED STATES. 89 

knotpu ; 'but as it was neW to ztfe^ and is adbptcSi 
with slight modificiitions at many schools and col- 
^kges in oth^ parts of thiB United States, a wo1*d 
. ot tWo Inspecting it may be interesting* 

There are seven classes of aJBTences, the gra^vest 
- being No« 1, aiid the most trivial Nol 7« I did not 
obti^n a memorandum of thes^ ddinquencies'; biit 
;J ttl^lk No. 2 was for a sentry deeping on his 
^post t ^okA this ^reminds ihe^ that the cadets tae 
made to mount guard,' inardi aboat the doHntr^, 
and do all the military duties of soUBersi, as if West 
Point Were in ^t a garrison. Against the name of 
every cadet are ruled seven columns ; and the tiwdj^ 
ber of times during the week that he has 'fidlen 
und^r any iparticular head dT error, is jotted in its 
proper column. Each of these columns has a sp^ 
Cifie multipUer, that of the graver ofiences being 
the largest, and so on. At the end of the week or 
itonth, the numbers in the columns are sUttuDtcd 
Up separately,, and then by multiplying the nunf- 
ber of fimeis each ofieiice has been committed by its 
proper multiplier, and adding the whole together, 
41 sum total of delinquency is obtained* 

I much doubt if any thing iteefol,' with respedb 
to <chaj:iicter, k made out by this artificial system 

* ■ » 

4tf recording JSatiills. It may increase the vigilance 
of the young men, and it certainly affords a ready 
metibod df olassifioation^ But it does seem iratiier 
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hari that a yov£li*B aeademie deUnqneheids slioidd 
be printed and drealated over the whole county. 
It looks somewhat like bearing malice; and it nttet 
certainly cramp a generous mind to find itself -plu- 
eed under the conscionsness that all its fanlttf are 
Tecorded and conned over in a note book* bievery 
land of discipline, military or domestic, one of tile 
greatest secrets is, to pnnish offences — ^if pumsihed 
At all— adequately and at once ; but, in every cas^, 
to let both the crime and its correcti<m be forgot- 
toi, from the inistant they are thus weighed agaiifift 
jone another, and the balance settled. If the old 
•iault be ever i^ain cast up to the offender, it k 
proof positive that the punishment is not yet over ; 
and the fair measure, or balance alluded to is d^ 
atroyed. The sufferer sees no chance of future good 
behaviour r e-estaUishing his character ; since he is 
made to feel, by these undying reminiscences of 
0rTW and disgrace, that the contamination of Ml 
.motives is looked upon as indelible. 

I have the printed list for 1826 now before me« 
It has in it the names of 222 cadets, with the de*- 
merit numbers against each. Only seven of these 
are blank, or quite immaculate ; the first himdred 
have all under 80 ; the next himdred have numbers 
less than 230 ; and one poor fellow has 621 blai^k 
balls against him ! 

The commandant yraa Had enough to take me 
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ciOTer ike wlude establislmient, including sevaral of 
ihe class-rooms, where the cadets were lucrd &t 
wiprk in a yery business-like manner. My opinion 
was asked about seyeral points, and of course free* 
iy given. I felt scrupulous as to intruding it upon 
irabjects to which my attention was not expressly 
.called) especially as it happened that I was merely 
asked what things I approyed of, never the con** 
trary* There was much, indeed, to commend, and 
only small matters to object to, and I was quite m 
well pleased to be called upon to praise^ Had it 
been otherwise,* I might have ventured to remark 
diat, according to European rules, the cadets \^er0 
r^Qdarkably deficient in that erect carriage and. de« 
cideidj firm gait, which gives what in the old world 
IB called a military air, and is looked upon as m 
pnmajy requisite in a spldier* Instead of the chest 
being braced or held forward, it is drawn back 
Uito a concavity, while the shoulders necessarily 
assume a correspondent roundness* To foreign 
lyes, nothing can be more awkward than this mode 
of carrying the body« In justification, however, 
^ the practice at West Point, it is fair to state 
HuUt it prevails more or less over the whole coun* 
try; and being nearly as characteristic as the tone 
of voice, would almost as inevitably betray aiir 
American in other parts of the world. 
r Dn the next day, Ist of Jane; we went to Cats** 
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ISIkf^ymryikBireBpHStMB town, wSii meoopk 
Jlof ippekt dmrdkes «de by mde^ a Isood gtreel) m 
jqvnter of aaifle kmg, gay shops, stages Bui iAclr* 
"oef eoaches, and aQ Ae apparatos of a ihriirfig 
ta^. A aplsiidid steanif^KHity called liie Aflbany, 
took us in fi^e boon and diree quarters ftma Wast 
'Paint, a £staiiee of d9 auIoB, inelndhig 8to{» at 
m diffnreat htndifig places, to take on boaid and 
)pat oa dione passeBgers ; thus averaging more liaia 
tan miles an boto. 

' tbieae ^bbarkationa and lantfnga ara cleverly 
oecnted. Wben the steam-TSssel eomes widnn 
ftOO yards of the whar^ or dock, a bell is rang on 
board to give warning of her approach. A Htde 
boat is ihen lotv^ered into the water with twoEaads 
in it, and is towed alongdde, tifi nearly abreast of 
iht dock. The men now put olfj and ttam H^ 
vidocity aoqufared by the steam-vessel, eanly ma^ 
mage to dbeer tbemseltes, as it* is termed, Ho Ibe 
shore, drawing along wllb Ihem a small rope, 
from a oo3 lying on die dedc of Ihe steam-boatr 
Tbe new ooiaers who ara waiting on the i&ore, 
jnmp into the boat as fast as they can, pitching in 
beCnra them Aeir tronks ami bags. When afl is 

• 

xeady, one of the aeamen ki the boat makesasig-^ 
mil t^ d»s steam-vesisel, which by this time has 
probably shot to some distaxiee past the dock. Aa> 
soen aa Afeaignalii^iecas the Hii of the nype wbifeh 
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ifi o» h^mtA is passed round a rolkr moM. Isif 

the. tmdtfneryy. aiid the boat with her cargo el 

p^om^^r&k drawn awifdy aloDgside^ and Ktde ad 

qOf time is lost* Regidatiens exist, I under^loed^ 

direetifig steam-Te^eis to stop &eir ei)gme» «i>^ 

tir^y^ while passengers are landed or tajk^ oit 

IxMurdj but 8» the high ieyer of eempetitiott is' 

strong upon them aU, no captmi wishes to laW 

one minute of time, and therefor^, on sueh 00^ 

eanoBS, the paddle-wheeb are merdj slackened 

a little in their q>eed, and the whole opers^n is 

performed with a rapidity by.no means agreeable 

to nerves imarcnstomed to fresh^-water navigationi 

Ott landing at CatskiU dock,, sorely shaken and 

liomboosled with the Telocity of this mode of tr^^ 

viX&agi we found a coeeh, or as it is called, A 

stage, ready to take us to the town* An AmerU 

can. stage is more like a French diligence than any 

thing else. Like that vehicle it carries no out- 

side pas$(engCTs, except one or two on the box* It 

has three seats inside, two of which are similar t6 

the front and back seats of an English cdach, while 

khe third is placed across the middle from window 

to window, or I might say, from door to door, 

only these stages very sddom haye more than 

one door. . Instead of panels, there hang from 

the roof leather curtains, which, when buttoned 

4owni render it a dose carriage; or when rplled 



94 T&ATEL8 IK TH& 

Up and fiisteiiftd by straps and buttons to Uie roof^ 
leave it open all ronncL This for summer travel^ 
ling IS agreeable enongb; but how the passeng^s 
manage in the seyere winters of the north, I do 
not know; for certainly we found it on many oc- 
easionsy even in the south, uncomfortably cold. 
The middle seat is movable on a sort of hinge, 
that it may be ttbmed, horizontally, out of the way 
when the door is opened. The three passengers 
who sit upon it, rest their backs against a stuffsd 
leathern strap, permanraitly buckled to one eide 
•f the carriage, and attached to the oAer side by 
means ofasteut iron hook* These ponderous sti^s 
are supported on strong hide straps, in place of steel 
springs, and all parts are made of great strengtiiy 
which is absolutely necessary to enable them to bear 
the dreadful joltings on the miserable roads they 
have but too frequently the fate to travel over. 

On the 2d of June, we climbed up the beau- 
tiful and very steep range of the Catskill moun- 
*' tains, to a place called Pine Orchard, the exact 
<» meaning of which appellation I could never c<;^me 
\t« There were plenty of pines, indeed, and the 
scenery both at that spot and aU around it was ex- 
tremely pretty. The valley of the great Hudson 
lay at our feet, and when standing on the edge of 
the steep cliffs of the moimtain, which faces the 
east, we could distinguish the river stealing its way 
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througli tlie fertile low con&trjr, for li distance of 
dxty nules. 

Pine Orchard had long been the resort of pic- 
nic parties from New York and Albany, even when 
the worthy citizens had to find their way up or 
down the river m sailing boats* But upon the 
introduction of steam, the number of visitors in- 
creased so rapidly, that the slender accommodatioii 
afforded to the clouds of tourists by a few miser- 
able sheds, was quite inadequate. One of the en-* 
terprising companies, however, which abound in 
that country, soon found, in a money speculation, 
a remedy for this matter. Straightway there rose 
up, like an exhalation, a splendid hotel, on the 
very brink of the precipice, some five-and-twenty 
hunted feet above the river. 

It was a part of otir plan to take all things lei^-* 
surely ; we therefore deferred till the next day our 
visit to the Falls of the Cauterskill, and to the val- 
Jey called the Clov^, whicn, by cutting or cleaving 
these mountains by a deep indenture, shows off 
the scenery to great advantage. The excursion cost 
us five hours' work ; for we had to scramble or 
push our way at some places amongst forests grow- 
ing on banks so abrupt that it was diflScult to get 
along; or we had to pick our way across angry-lookn 
ing water-courses on crazy, rickety planks, or what 
was still worse, on stepping-stones, both slippery 
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wd unstdidy. The fatigue of these pioneeriag 
operations, added to the labour of admiring, made 
us wjoy aU the more our snug little dinner alone, 
on our return* As thefiishionable seasimhadnot 
yet set in, we had the whole house to ourselves; 
and this being the case, we hadlSnie to look bade 



upon the last few wedc% and ipeculate upon the 
new country in which we found ourselTes* 
. On retunung from the mountains to the peaee^ 
fril-looldng village of Catskill, we heard^ the sound 
9f drums beating, and saw an all ^sdes standards 
flyiiq; and troops moving abont-^oertaaily the last 
siglM; we had eiqpected to witness* It happened to 
be the period ci one of the militia trainings, of 
whichseveral occnr during the year. Nothing could 
look more unmilitary.thsn these troops; a&d Imneh 
queetidn the policy of keeping up such a loose jays- 
tem of discipline, and of exercise^ aa I saw at the 
militia trainings in that country* The chances 
certainly are, that in the event of real sinrvice^. it 
would be a much easier thing to bring persons to* 
tally unpractised, into good fighting order, than to 
unteach the bad habits inevitably acquired at &ese 
• multifarious, but ill-regulated, and too often dissi- 
pated, meetings* Such at least was the opinion ei 
almost all the military men^ whether natives m 
foreigners, with whom I conversed in America^ 
The light company of one of the rcgimettta dined 
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at the taverti in which we lodged. I joined the 
party, in hopes of being able to get some chat with 
these citizen soldiers. But one and all, officers and 
privates, snatched up their dinner in such a hurry, 
that in less th^ui fifteen minutes I found myself 
with only one other person in the room. This gen- 
tleman, perceiving me to, be a stranger, and I sup- 
pose looking rather adrift, — I am sure I felt so^*- 
introduced himself to me, and was afterwards very 
kind and useful in showing me the place, and in 
explaining many things which I could make nb- 
ihiog of alone. 

In Watterston's Tables, printed at Washington 
in January 1829, the militia of the United States 
in 182T is stated at eleven hundred and fifty thou- 
sand, one hundred and fifty-eight. The estimated 
population of the whole country, including above 
a million and a half of slaves, on the 1st of Ja- 
nuary 1828, was eleven millions, three hundred and 
forty-eight thousand, four hundred and sixty-two, 
which makes every eleventh person, or, if we ex- 
clude the slaves, every tenth person, a militia man. 

The number of training days varies in different 
parts of the Union. Generally speaking, however^ 
I beHeve there are from four to six days of train- 
ing in the course of the year. The government 
provides muskets at the cost of about eight dol- 
lars each. The militia recdve no pay, except when 
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ealled into actual Mrviee^ and Aai litey ai» paid 
enustly aa tbe vegolar am^. 

The hyhcg clwuiwi of militia officers in moat of 
the etatea ar)» nominated \fj the governor, and ap- 
pointed by him, with the consent of the senate ^ 
the state. The captains, sobakems, andno»Ksom- 
anianonedoffiGOTs, are elected by the written Toteii 
•of the respeetiTe companies. Tlte laws relating to 
llienntttia occupy » great qpeee in all die diffisrait 
states, and are a never-ending soorceof discossion* 

Aa Uieape was erery proi^ect of a n^sy evenii^ 
at all the Catskill taverns, we resolved to shift onv 
foarters as soon as the son had fiJlm low «iongh 
to make the atr agreeable. Accordingly, we ord^^ 
ed a carriage, and drove through a richly wooded 
and popnlons country, on the ri^t or western baric 
of die river, for about five miles. This brought ^na 
to the village of Athens, where a commodious horse 
£nipy-boat carried us across to one of the qtaetest 
and neatest Utde jdaces we had yet seeiu 

Just as th€f sun was setting behind the high range 
of tiie Catskill moimtaiiiis, we strolled out c^ the 
town, witiiout bowing or caring much wh«e we 
went. We soon found ourselves on the browofia 
rich grassy knoll, overlooking a sort of bay or bend 
of our favourite Hudson^ which we were nevee 
tired of looking upon. The sky was so clear, tiial 
the grass and wild flow«:s,8hordy:aftw sunset, be^ 
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gan to cutch a litde moistalTey -bom whoBce roiie tp$ 
on eveiy side, a fresh flowei^ smriUi ; whieh^ togfr- 
tlier with tiie eool^light air of wiBcU^hveathiiig aloBg 
the water, whose face it scarcely seemed to tOndk^ 
was inexpressibly refreshing*, and hdped to restc^e 
our languid spirits,, nearly subdued tty iine fetigiieff 
of a long, sultry, busy day. The child,^ who had 
aeeompaniedus all the n&ormug, thoilghunoonseious 
of the cause, likewiBe felt the genial influence of 
the hour, and amused hersdf at our feet wlule vfe 
w«« »»tod <» tiie gn>S8, by trying to iniitate dM, 
soander made by a pig^ which had thrust himself 
most unpoetically into the- for^ound of the pic- 
ture, and there busied himself, much to the infant's 
amusement, in making a line of cirenmyallatibn 
round the party with his snout. 

. Of course it had been a grtet subject of discuft^ 
sion before leaving England,, whether or not we 
should bring thifr young lady with us on the jour*- 
ney ; and at the particular moment Ihare been de« 
sdribing, when thefirst plungewns to be made into 
a sea *of difficulties and hazardous adventures, it 
waa impossible not to feel anxious, and sometimes 
distmistfiil, ofthe wisdom of the decision which had 
been made. But on the other han^ our confidence 
in the measure alluded to, waer much increased by 
discovering how good a traveller |he Utile creature 
uKide, though only foi&rteen months old. Of this 
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had an Manring proof on the momiHg after the 
seme with the' pig. At four o'clock we were all 
roused tip to prepare for the steam-boat, which 
passed at five. I thought it a pity to awake her,' 
and therefore merely wrapped her up in my hoat- 
doak, in which she was carried folly half anuHe 
to the landing ]|^bbe. There the young adventurer 
was laid on the table 6f a wardiouse, in the midst 
of bells ringing, doors banging, and all lands of 
noise, till the steam-boat hove in sight. Still she 
slept on through all the clatter of the passengers 
and paddle-wheels; nor ever stirred or opened her 
eyes, till we had Irft the pretty town o£ Hudson 

In the course of the morning of the 5th of June 
we reached the city of Albany, the capital, or rathor 
the seat of government, of the state of New York, 
l^e real capital, as far as wealth, population, and 
importance in all respects are concerned, is the 
great commercial city at the mouth of the river, 
which gives the name to this flourishing portion of 
the Union. 

Albany, however, has lately been brought into 
considerable mercantile importance, as a place <^ 
transit and deposit, by the great Erie Canal, the 
eastern entrance to which lies almost within the 
town. Much of thp intercourse, too, between New 
Ywk and the Canadas, and between the thriving 
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state of Ohio to tlie westward, aii€l!Ne^ England 
to the eastward, passes through Alhany ; so that ' 
eyen before iihe genius and perseverance of Fulton 
had shown how to cover the Hudson with steam- 
boats, it was necessarily a great point of call. • Since 
the period alluded to, the intercourse has been mul* 
iiplied many hundred fold, and Albany, in conse*" 
quence, is rapidly swelling on every hand.. 

• Formerly the passage from New York to Albany 
was considered an affair of a week or ten days*--' 
three days was called good, and forty-eight hours 
excellent— though a fortnight was not very uncom- 
mon. Now, however, the same voyafife is currently 
made in thirteen hours, sometim^twelre, J 
it has been done, I am told, in little more than ele- 
ven ; which, considering that the distance is 145 
miles, is great going. 

What would good old Hendrick Hudson, the ori- 
ginal founder of the colony, have said, had he look- 
ed out of his grave, and seen our gallant steamer^ 
the Constellation, come flying past him like a comet, 
at the rate of twelve knots an hour ? He would be 
apt enough to declare, that it was the veritable 
Flying Dutchman, of which so much has been 
told; and his first emotions might probably be those 
of envy at the glorious pipe his spedare countryman 
was smoking. But if any body were to attempt 
to convince him that the apparition he saw dash- 



ifg'hj 9t 4he pee]^ of cbiyy was a eUp widiout stok 
DT ^W99 which jbad left Manhi^laa labuad* <» New 
Yotjc) At sunset .the erenii^ befoce, t^e worthy oU 
jcntkmAn codld searc^y be blamed for decia^oig 
the whole story^ liiih 4ill its drovwslnQioes, a par- 
oel of «w>iistrotts Kes. 

It is Hot Albany aloii^ however^ that is bten^ 
.fited by these ttttmeirous imd ffiviftr-iaoVuig tdb^- 
ssls. The country, ^both aboye aad b^w, and on 
both banks of the riyer^ dcaritres fron^ th^m oesffy 
ef«a) adyttiti^ev. SUtoy Point, West Point, aiid 
fJkf other points, a^d towns, and bmgSy-^^i^^arta^ 
Poof hkeepsie, Fishk^^ Newburg h, Troy, Glasgow, 
Giblmsville^ and so on, line the ades of iJiis imr- 
jBMise arteiy, through which are ponred the jre- 
sonprces <^ the iafterior, and by whidi also the pro- 
ductions of eyery comer of the glo}>e are seiot back 
to the heart of the eousUry. Few seap<M*t towns in 
ihe woildcan pretei^ to any e<»ipariMHi wi&New 
York; winch unites in itself adyanti^^ of tiie high- 
est^der &r aH the purposes of ^ctomal conunerce, 
backed by at least oonwiieosurate adyantages on the 
laad sidSi^ These cannot be liyaHed in America; 
for it is not probable Ihataay artificial means can 
soGceadineon8jtn|ctinga«o1ha'8Hchha]4>our; amd 
I yentare to pr<^idbicsy, that the yarious attempts 
nowmakzag to lOutdo the Erie Canal must inevita- 
bly fiuL Kature is on the side of New York; and 



"T-l 



tlist mkerg&Ae 8l»te las tfliken sneh advantage ef 
the fl^iance, liiat ker cdtiaens Beed have no fears 
aiMmt Biamtaining Ihe^Meendefeicy. 

The gi'eat canal whi<^ extends frcot die Hod- 
eon to Lake Erie, sending oat a feeler to Lake 
Ontario by the way, and asother to Lake: Oaun-i 
plain, 10 carried through a country so pecoiiarly 
adapted to all canaKJi^ purposes, as the local 
phrase is, that the- result, contrary to the usual 
anally, has answered the expectations of its pro* 
j^l$%evs» In this viewit is pleasing to think that its 
SBtsin supporter, through all its trials, and doubts, 
and dSffioidties, Mr De Witt Clinton, Cred to see 
lis »»m{^te scHScess, and to reapy in words at least, 
tike lull acknowledgments 4>f his country. 

That these gratefid returns were unaccompanied 
by mere solid rewards, is a source of re&nret with 
Zery right-Uunking man Imet wiA inlLica. 
The starving policy which denies to meritorious 
public serrunts any permanent provision, after a 
life devoted to the public service, must of course 
lessen th^ motives to useful ambition amongst 
the persons most deserving o£ distinction, becaose 
ntoiatt competent to exercise power, and thus, in 
the long run, the public will inevitably be much 
worse seerved.' Tliere is a medium, surely, be-> 
tween wanton profusion, and absolute, indiscri* 
minate neglect— >a point in the scale of remunera- 
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tioB of floine kind ox ^ythflr, wliieh would oon- 
mand the highest order, of talents and of exartion* 
for the service .of thov state. In America, how- 
eyer, the nniTersal policy— or at all erents the 
practice — ^isto cast public servants adrift, and pen« 
niless, the moment. their services are no longer 
required. The enthusiastic recjqfdion of La Fay- 
ette in Ammoa, so often quoted in disproof of 
the provBrhial ingratitude of republics, obvioudy 
wdghs little in the scale against the neglect of. 
Jefferson, Monroe^ Clinton, and other statesmen ' 
whose lives were devo>ed to their country— and 
witfatheir Jives, TmhappUy also, their fortunes^ 

On the 6th of June we set out upon an exeuc^ 
sion into.the neighbouring state of Massachusette, 
in what is called an accommodation stage, which 
gave us the advantage of travelling by day; wherer 
as the regular coach started at nighjt. The jour- 
ney was only 38 miles, but, owing to the rough 
and hilly roads, the dilatory mode of changing 
horses, and the eternal stopping to water them^ i% 
cost us eight hours and a half of very hard w(»rk ; 
rendered still more disagreeable by the heat and 
the dust, and by the stage being crammed quite 
faU. 

It is said that nothing interests readers of tra- 
vels more than being told what were the very first 
impressions made by the presence of new scenes; 
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I shiill tlieseforeTenture, from time to time, to state 
exactly v^ha,t was their earliest effect upon omr 
minds. Some of these impressions, it is true, 
pro ved erroneous ; but 'otlierd bore the ruMnng of 
subsequent experience, with an exactness which 
often surprises me when I look over my early 
notes. One^of the greatest difficulties of travel* 
ling,'iiideed, is to distingujush fairly between those, 
circumstances which are permanently characterise 
tic, and those which are contingent upon transient 
causes. Perhaps, therefore, as this art is not to be 
taught by any mistress but experience, every jour- 
ney ought to be made twice over. But in the mean- 
time, as it may be a long while before I engage in 
this double duty in the case of America, I must 
take my chance of recording thing% as they appear- 
ed at the first trial, and leave them to shift for 
themselves. 

Many things occurred during this: trip into Mas- 
sachusetts to revive those ideas, in which probably 
most people have indulged thdbr fancy at some time 
of their lives, as to what might possibly have been 
the state of travelling, and other things, in Europe 
a century ago; At other moments there came across 
our view little circumstances which irresistibly 
linked our thoughts to the present date and place; 
and anon others started up, which were so exact- 
ly English in appearance, that we almost forgot 

e2 
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iiQW ftr we were dff» tilt suddenfy riaoeUe^ to &# 
qp9t by eoBie touck of fore%ti iSifmt or KJomme^Xf 
or ereneiy. 

Oia remtMng ib0 village of West Stodj^brMge, 
wliere we undentood our Mend resided) we leatnt 
ihiifc he liyed »t Old Stocl^bridge) and thajt we bad 
etiH five mites farther to go, ^< unless perhapi9>" 
eaid a person standing at the -taiFem docff, ^^ the 
gnMleman you speak <^ may he at New Stoek- 
bridge/' Here was a jumble ! Bnt at last we ob- 
tained a guide, who undi^rtook to carry us in a 
one»horse waggcm, as it is called, but which we 
should call alight eart^ with seats placed in it rest- 
ing on wooden springs* Away we drove at around 
pace, through a wooded and rather hilly country* 
JntMTspersed with patches of cultiYated land in ike 
valleys, and innumerable houses of all sorts and 
sis^es, from wooden cottages to handsome villas and 
great staring taverns. At length, some tune after 
sunset, when the twilight had nearly gone, we pass- 
ed through a burge village consisting entirely, as 
it seined in this uncertain l%ht, of gentlemen's 
houses, almost hid in the foliage or lost in the 
shadows of the trees planted in thick groups round 
them. The fi^eet, or rather av«tiue,tbiv>i:igh which 
we passed, and which coidd not be less than thirty 
paces across, was lined with double rows of tall 
trees, somewhat in the fashiop of an Italian corso, 



tNT diB beitolifiil prado of Speatbh citias, and I al* 
most fancied that evien in thoaa pietiir«8qij« coim* 
.tdes I liad never sieen a prettier place. Troops of 
^iMple were dtting before their dodrs, or in their 
f^ttrdens ; all the windows were thrown open ; and 
"we oould see qnite through the houses. My ima^ 
f;ination was carried away to the region of the tro- 
pics, where alone I had seen such a picture before* 
After an agreeable jaunt of fire days in Maasar 
4Jiusett8, we returned to Albany. If a traveller 
wa^ to attempt to describe every thing he saw, or 
even a small part of what he generally finds tame 
to record, he would never have an end of writing. 
The difficulty of selecting characteristic objects to 
d^tibe on the journey, is only equaUed by that 
•of selecting topics from his journal for pubUca- 
im>n. In one case, he is overwhelmed with novelty 
apd ignorance; in the other, he may come to. be 
embarrassed with a superabundance of materials, 
and be greatly perplei^ed in selecting the sketches 
most fit to be engraved. He ought, it is true, to 
^ve only those outlines, which, however incom* 
pfetely, shall represent, as far as they go, with as 
much correctness as possible, the impressions real- 
ly made upon his own mind by what was seen 
and heard. To transfer such recorded feelings to 
folliers long afterwards, is always a difficult task; 
iiiKr passages will sometimes occur in a journal which 
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tbe water can scarcely bdieTe were set down hj 
his own hand, so completely lunre the ideas .wludk 
gaye them Iwrth fled away, brfore new sentiments 
and new opinions. His study perhaps ought to 
he, to conduct those who do him the farour to go 
along with him, as nearly as he can, through the 
same course of varied ohsenration and fluctuating 
reflection whidi he actually f<dlowed himself, how- 
erer devious that path may have been. He will 

have a sort of right in that case to have it under^ 

• 

stood by his readers, that however little any par* 
tacnlar circumstance may seem to them at first to 
bear on the subject in hand, nothing should be 
supposed irrelevttut merely on tibat account; but, 
more or less, be considered as intended to act in 
its way like a tributary stream, or feeder, to the 
general current of information, which his meana 
may have eil&bledhim to bring, from distant sour** 
ces, to the great ocean of public knowledge. 

For my own part, I am nowise anxious to bring 
others to my way of thinking; but I certainly am 
most anxious to explain distinctly what my opi* 
nionsond feelings really are; and also to show that 
they were formed, not by fostering prejudices, or 
by predetermining to see things in certain lights, 
but by tiie gradual progress of a pretty extensive 
observatioti, varied and chedked in a thousand 
ways, and under circumstances probably as &vour- 
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able lis a traveller could expeet to meet with, and 
perhaps better than most natiTes- could hope to 
find, even if their own eomitry were the object of 
research. .- . . 

At this early stage of the jonmey, I find from 
my notes that the most striking circumstance in 
the American character, which had come under our 
notice, was the constant habit of praising them* 
Belres, Uidr iiurfdtatunis, and their country, «iih«r 
in downidght terms, or by some would-be indirect 
allusions, which were still more, tormenting* I 
make use of this sharp-edged word, because it 
really was exceedingly teasing, when we were quite 
willing and ready ^to praise all that was good, and 
also to see every thing, whether good or bad, in 
the fairest light, to be called upon so frequently to 
admit the justice of such exaggerations. It is con- 
sidered, I believe, all over the world, as bad man- 
ners for a man to praise himi^lf or his frunily. 
Now, to praise one's coimtry appears, to say the 
least of it, in the next degree of bad taste. 

It was curious to see with what vigilant adroit- 
ness the Americans availed them^elves of every 
little ciroumstance to give e£fect to this self-lauda^ 
tory practice. I happened one day to mention to 
a lady, that I had been amused by observing how 
mudi more the drivers of the stages managedtheir 
horses by word of mouth, than by touch of the 
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trluf). UjMm whidbi die rqpliecl, *^ Oh' yM, -^^ 
tbe cireunustaaoe yoa rdate is yery intoleslaxigy as 
it shows both iBtdli^noe in ibe meiii and sagadlty 
in the animals." This was pretty well; hot I 
rarely smiled aad Aaid tiothiBg, hdo^ soMtewhat 
ti^Ued hy this amiable inter ehai^ of hnman wis- 
dom. And brute sagaeity. The lady's snspleioiis 
faoweyer instantly took fire on se^g the exprea-r 
sion of my countenance, and she answered my 
smOe by saying, ^^ Nay, sir, do yon not think the 
peo^e in Ammca, upon the whole, particularly 
intdUigent?' 

Thus it ever was, in great things as wdl as in 
small, on graye or ludicrous occasions ; they were 
eternally on the defenfiiye, and gaye us to under* 
stand that they suspected us of a design to find 
£Eiult, at times when nothing on earth was farther 
from our thoughts. Whenever any thing &your- 
able happened, by chance or otherwise, to be stated 
with respect to England, there was straightway a 
fidget, till the said circumstance was counterbar 
lanced by something equally good, or much better, 
in America. To such an extent was this jealous 
fever carried, that I hardly recollect above half-a- 
dozen occa&ions during the whole journey, when 
£ngland was mentioned, that the slightest interest 
of an agreeable kind was manifested on the pairt.of 
Jthe nfL^ence; or that a brisk cross fire was not 
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instantly opened on all hands, to dapreciate what 
had been said; or which was still more frequent^ 
to build up something finer, or taller, or larger^ in 
America to oTermatcb it. It always occurred to 
me, that they paid themselves and their institu- 
tiomi the very poorest descripti<m of compliment 
hy this course of proceeding; and it would be quite 
easy to show why. 

During our stay in the State of Massachusetts, 
we visited the very curious establishment of Sha- 
kers, at a place called Lebanon. But after draw- 
ing up an account of these people for publication, 
I hare decided, upon second thoughts, to say no- 
thing about them, except that they appear to be 
a very orderly, industrious, and harmless set of 
persons. The circumstance about their establish- 
ment most open to remark, is the conduct of their 
religious duties ; — and though I have witnessed 
some strange forms of worship in former travels, I 
cannot say that I ever beheld any thing, even in 
Hindoostan, to match these Shakers. But there is 
always something so objectionable in treating any 
religious observance with levity, howeter ridicu- 
lous it may appear to persons of a different per- 
suasion, that I think it right to sacrifice altogether 
what amusement a description of the proceedings 
at Lebanon might afford. If I had any idea, in- 
deed, that these absurdities — or what certainly 
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•eemed sach to otor eyes, were likely to spread in 
the worlc^ this delicacy would be misplaced. And 
I make this reservation because in the further pro- 
secution of the journey, I did encounter some re* 
ligious anomalies apparently not less absurd, and 
£ur more likely to be mischievous, by their extent 
and authority, tlian the innocent caperings of these 
honest Shakers* 
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CHAPTER IV. 



On the 14th of June 1827, we left Albany to 
proceed to the western country, and then. really 
felt that we had fairly commenced our journey. 
The first grand stage we proposed to make waa 
Niagara ; but on the way to that celebrated spot, 
we expected to see the srand Erie canal, the new* 

Other interesting objects beddee. 

As there is no posting in any part of the Um- 
ted States, travellers must either consent to go in 
the public stage, or take their own horses and car- 
riage, or they may hire what is called an extra, 
which is the nearest approach to posting in that 
country. On the road between Albany and Nia- 
gara, where there is much travelling, an extra 
exclusive, as it is called, may be hired to go at 
whatever rate, up to a certain limit, the traveller 
pleases. I made an arrangement with the pro- 
prietor of one. of the regular lines of coaches^ 
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who agreed to give me a sti^e entirely for myself 
and fiinuly all the way from Albany to the FaUs 
of Niagara, for 115 doUarSy or about £24, lOs., a 
distance of 324 miles. It was stipulated that we 
might g6 the whole distance in three days ; or, if 
more agreeable, we might take three weeks. When 
we chose to make any deviation from the direct 
stage line, anotlier carriage was to be hired, 4^ 
which I was to defray the expense; but I was 
left at liberty to resume my extra oh re^nmng the 
In^road. In no odier part of America are Ae«e 
any soeh £sc3ilieB for tnnreHxiig as w# faimd eft 
llie road in qnestifm* 

The first day's jonmey took ns to Schenectady, 
^distant only 16 mSes ina direct line from Albny ; 
hnttwiiseas fisBr by the Tonte we followed, in oivler 
to see the junction of the Erie canal, with iha 
brandi which connects it with hdoe Champhdn. 
Near Ihe TiBage called ' Jmirta, we had aa op* 
pertumty ^' exansnii^ a string of tnne locks, ky 
wlii<di the canid is raised to the lerel of the coa»*' 
try lying to the westward of ABmny. I have set- 
dom known a more btisy scenes Crowds of boats 
laden with floor, grain, and other i^;rieiiltavBl pro-* 
dnce, were met by others as deeply laden with 
goods from all parts of the woAi, ready to be dtt- 
trtbuted over the popnkms repdns of the west. 

On the way we Jiooked in at <Hie of the United 
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States «i«eitalfii» At a place* called Watervfiet^ where 
w^ aaw about fifty l^ueand stand of arms in good 
otdea;. If ^leed were, tbere oaa be no doubt tbat 
this bristling mass of dormant strength would soon 
beeaBed kxto action lor the purposes of national 
de(fi^ee* 

We now crossed the river Hudson, ^^ On the 
j^pfiosite side of wUch," says th4||road-book called 
ihe Northern Travellw, ^* staads Troy, a very handr 
jemetown, with &ie hills in the rear, the most pro- 
^i&ent of which has received the name of Mount 
Ida, to correfifKmd wiA the classic appellation of 
tiie place. There is here a good lMN?se ferry, &c."-«^ 
What was more to our puipose, we found a school 
recently established by one of <he wealthiest and 
most publicHspirited men in the country, ihe prm*" 
eiple of which differs from that of all others wilh 
which I am acquainted. The object is to instruct 
young men as scho(dmasters, or rather as teachers 
4)f-4ifferent medbanical arts and sciences. Themu- 
llificent patron of this institutkm, after having thus 
.asristed the schdars, suj^es them^ when duly 
^qualified, with monkey and with proper recommea- 
.dasdons,^ ajid sends them over the country to get 
employment* The arrangements lE^eemed to be. ad- 
mirable; and the princi^e, though rather quaint 
4Kid unusual, was, I thought, so good, that I learnt 
with regret, long afterwards, from the foimder 
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liimflelf, ihat the example he had set had not been 
followed by any one else, and consequently, the 
good he had hoped to do was comparatiTely cir* 
cumscribed. 

In one of the New England states I heard of an 
institution, analogous in its purpose, for educating 
schoolmasters. 

' An this sight-seeing, including the proper allow- 
aiice of rapture at the Cahoes Falls, on the Mo- 
hawk, not only fatigued us, but made us so ex- 
ceedingly hungry, that we entreated the driver to 
stop if he came near any place at which we had 
a chance of getting something to eat. He snuled, 
and shook his head very knowingly, but made no 
reply, only giving his horses a slight touch with 
the whip, and calling out to them ^' Go alang !** 
Away we struggled through mountains of sand, 
dashing into ruts a cubit in depth, and casting up 
clouds Qf dust which enveloped the whole party. 
At length, when we were weUnigh choked, our 
eyes caught a glimpse of a sign-post, the board on 
which was swin^ng and creaking mournfully in 
the virind, with the cheerful word Inn staring ua 
in the face in goodly characters. Our thoughts 
were instantly carried back to the regions of veid 
cutlets and red cabbage pickles in merry England ; 
<— but alas ! we were far too much in earnest to have 
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the hungry edge of our appetites cloyed by any 
such bare unaginations of a feast. 

At lengtby in about half an hour, we sat down 
to some bread and butter, a miserable bit of 
iLung beef, which had been kept much too long, 
and a plate of e^fs, — altogether a very poor din- 
ner. We had not expected much, it is true,. in 
such an unfrequented part of the road, and there- 
fore, instead of grumblmg, made a good laugh of 
the matter. 

Our scraggy meal over, it was time to start 
again; but on looking out of tiie window to speak 
to the driver, I observed he was no longer with his 
horses, and therefore stepped into the kitchen to 
look for him. Here my gentleman was seated at 
table, dining-rery comfortably on a good, honest 
joint of roast lamb, large enough to have served 
all the party, the said driver inclusive ! 

This was a problem in hospitality which I could 
by no means solve, and therefore took occasion af- 
terwards to ask tiie driver how it happened that 
he had screwed out of the people on the hill so 
much* better fare than we had been able to obtain 
with all our entreaties ? 

' ^ Why, sir," said the fellow, with a half sort of 
grin, ^^ they were some bashful about putting 
Sttch a shabby bit of meat on table to yoo. It was 
what they had been ' dining off themselves, and 
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lliejr did not tiaink it deeent to pat broken Tietoaio 
down to strangers." Here was etiqpiette wi A a^ 

ft 

vengeance I ^^ They fimdec^ I suppose^'* aAded liie 
driver, laoghing, " that the credit ol tiieir boose 
would be hurt by serving yon so." 

^ And I suppose," cried I, a litde nettled, ^< thi^l 
yoiur friends &neied the credit of llteir bouse woiM 
be hurt by making a moderate charge in the bfliy^ . 

We got to Schenectady about sunset, and w«Pe 
greatly interested by the bustle olf stage coacbes 
arriving and. departing, and 1^ the numerous ear 
nal boats dashing up to the wharf in the yery dentrte 
of die town; and immediately setting off again, aH 
crowded with passengers ; the whole wearing an air 
of business and dispatdi highly characteristic. 

Next day, after visiting Union College, we left- 
Schenectady in the canal pae|cet, and wereto^ed 
along at the rate <^ three miles and a half per 
hour upon the average^ until 10 o'clock at mglLt, 
when we reached a village with a l<»ig Indian 
name, Caugfanawa^ the pronunciataon of 
I fihall not attempt to teach,' any moie than 
of the place we had 1^, Scl^enectady, of whidi, 
by the by, we made sad work ourselves. 

He day, most fortunatdy for us, was cloudy, 
the air extremely pleasant, and the dust bdng wdl 
washed off the trees by two heavy thunder'-skoweiss 
of the day before, every thing looked rich and 
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green. The canal fin* tlie distance of 26 nule% 
whick we travelled upon it, winds along the baae 
e£ H:low. and piietitily wooded hank on the south 
side i£. the Mohawk river. Our perpendicur 
lar height ahove the stream may- have Been 90 
<ur 40. feety hy which elevation we commanded a 
zange of proqpeet, hoth up and down^ of great ex- 
tjHit and variety. The Mohawk is studded wildt 
many islands,, and long projectmg^ flat,, wooded 
points, lying in the tortuous reaches or bendings of 
die stream. The vigour of the spring tints had not 
yet yielded to the withering effects of the fierce 
summer. Be the cause what it may,. I cannot con- 
ceive a more beautiful combination of verdim; 
and as the winding's of the Canal brought us in 6]£:ht 

bridges^new aqueduet8,rose at every moment, min- 
gled up with scattered dwellings, mills, churches, 
alLspan new. The scene looked really one of en- 
chantment. We sat during most of the day on 
deck, with our. little girl running about at the end 
of ajshawl, by which she. was tethered, for better 
security against tumbling overboard^ 

Travellers, I think, are generally more apt to 
look back with interest to such a period, than to 
admit at the time that they were pleaised. But we 
were fully under the avowed consdousnescr of be* 
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ing rety lutppy, with a boundless field of uotA in- 
terest stretching far before us* 

Nothing on earth, however, it should seem* is 
without some drawback, and our day dreams ac- 
cordingly were, much disturbed by the necessity of 
steppng hastily down off die deck, as often as.we 
had to pass under one of tibe innumerable little 
bridges, built across the canaL Their height was 
barely sufficient for the boat to shoot through, and 
at first, when called toby the steersmen, ^' Bridge! 
— ^Passengers ! — ^mind the low bridge !" it was ra- 
^tber amusing to hop down and dien to hop up 
again; but by and by, this skij^ii^ about became 
very tiresome, and marred die taranquillify of the 
day very much. 

" There are two cabins in these canal barges; one 
of which is for the ladies, with eight beds, and real- 
ty not very uncomfortaUe-looldng. In the goitle- 
men's cabin tibere was no appearance of beds, only 
a line of lockers along each side. After supper, 
howerer, about 6 o'clock, I was surprised to see 
these lockers foljed out into a range of beds. But 
what struck m^ as being extremely ingenious, was 
a second or higher tier of sleeping births, formed 
by a number of broad shelves, as it were; little 
frames with' laced sacking bottoms,, hinged to the 
sides of the cabin midway between the roof or 
vqgipest dtok and the lower beds. 
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*' ^lliefid airy resting places, <>r nests, were held 
in their horizontal position a^ night tiy two sup- 
porting cords ftustened to the roo^of the cabin, and, 
in the day time, were allowed to hang down against 
the vessers side like tlie lea^ of a table. On co« 
ining to the locks in the canal, the passengers 
generally leaped out, an^ got a run o£ half a mile, 
or a mile ar-head. 

By the lime we reached Caughnawaga, we were 
80 completely tked, that we resolved, over night, 
ilot to start early, though it was desirable to avoid 

* « • • ^ * * 

the heat, and also gain time. Accordingly, it was 

past 8 o'clock, which was very late, before we got 

fairly off in our extra stage ; as we had found 6ne 

dayofthecanal quite enough. Thela,ndlid[yattentl- 

ed the breakfast table herself, and v^^ nothing 

required her to be moving about, she sat i,o'wn at 

the nde of the room. At a place callediiie Little 

Falls, where We stopped ^o dine, a pretty young 

wt>man, apparently the daughter of the master of 

Hie house, also served us at dinner. When her 

immediate attendance was not requn*ed, she sat 

down' hi the window with her work, exactly 'as if 

she had been one of the party. There was notliilig, 

however, in the least degree forward or impudent 

in this; on the contrary, it was done ijuietly and 

respectfully, though with perfect easrej and with* 

out the least consciousness of iis being c6ntrary to 

VOL. I. r 
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'Eotopean maimenL lathegteattowns of Ame- 
rica, indeed, euch freedoms are not used. It i$ 
Aero pofwdUe to hire servaatfi — bad ones it is trua 
—but stiU sach aa never dream of mixing in com- 
pany* At Sdieneetady, wliiebis not far from tibe 
town of Albany, the attendants at the public taUe 
were ofa very mixed description. The chief waiter 
was an elderly, sallow man, wilh wild, flowing hair, 
reaching to his shoulders* Bis first assistant was 
a fliharp-laced, well-tanned, old woman in specta- 
cles ; next came a black boy ; then a black g^l ; 
and liiiBtly^ two young women, between black and 
white, lliese vari^ated waiters served forty peo- 
^e; but it was very rarely indeed, iutmg our 
sUbseqnenl tikYd% that we were hklf so w«ll at- 
tended. 

Every person in the house sit^ down at these 
public tables; though the higher places, or those' 
near the ^landlord, who presides, are alwajrs given 
up to strangers, or to persons of the most coase-- 
quenoe present ; for, of course, there must be some- 
distinctions, let them say what they will about um- 
versal equality. At Schenectady when we went 
to tea, as the six o'clock meal is termed, wcflbimd- 
the party seated. The landlord called to u» to' 
come to the .top of the table; but I suppose we had^ 
not distinetly understood him> and therelbre tpok 
our places at the other end* Aa all the fiiees "pn^ 
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«^pttUy new to ti% and the diMtfes^plretty tttaab 
dike, we knew nothing of the dktinctiTe ivnlai 
of -the company. But next monmig I reoDgnised 
hk a gentleman I lad sat next at tea» the iden«* 
Ileal person who had twice eerved me over night 
with a glam of iced-water at the hor* 
'. By Ae way, of ice ; this great Ituniry, we Ibimd 
e^ery where in profusion, even in the cottages ; 
and an iee^pit near the house appears to be a mat- 
ter of course. The mischief is, that one is templ- 
ed in consequence to /drink too much water, and 
thas, to a stranger entering a limestone country^ 
is not a harmless indulgence by any means. 
. On the 18th of June we reached Utica, a town 
recently builtj and standing near the canal. From 
ihence we made an excursion to Trenton fUQs, 
whidi are wdl .worth seeing; but as I am not so 
sore of tibeir being equaHy acceptable in deecrqK 
tion, I shall pass them by; though I should by no 
means recommend travellers to follow sudi an 
exani{de. 

All the world over, I suspect the great mass i^ 
people care mighty little about scenery, and visit 
saeh places merely for the sake of saying they have 
been there. I own, however, that I was at first 
rather taken in with respect to this matter in Ame«> 
rica ; and really fancied, from die flaming descrip- 
lioDs we had given us of the wonders and beauties 
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^ tibt^emmtij^ that the pcfeaons deierSbnig ^ w«p» 
suae. tkaa. usually Mnsible^td ilt dMontos; but tre 
MW begaa te toflpeci^ SMst grieyimelyv that o^ 
tdmda^ ef vliMi.(we iwwe ' stnTing with all. ow 
ail^ht to think ireHria airtery ]^oml^ wevc^lil^ 
folks elsewhere^' nearly as insensible to the bean* 
ties of nature^' as -we had reason to fear> firom their 
pidblic aahihitiepB, ihey were to the graces of art. 
^ On beard the sleamrboais on the si^erb-Htad- 
soAf aad-in Ae cfmat-beat eh the {pretty Mohawk, 
IhrsQimery Waaeilhcr anheede^ cr wheiif iiot^ 
at aB, was imJuA at by oor eoa^rabas^with fa- 
difference. Dinre wai^ I grants aow-aAd then^ a 
giwat deal of ta& aboat siiek dungs; 4ftid we iiad 
seen in their road-^ooks and athor wziliiigs mneh 
about the eKtraardiAsry wondersy and the. natural 
hsenties dT their coantry; bat as yef^ -gendraHy 
qpeekiiig, we had met a pesrfect insens&flity to 
&St9t9 on Ike part of the inhabitants^ Ndlber ia 
this to be e3cpla]n9d by snppodn^ them to have be>» 
come too well acquainted with the objects ia qnea-. 
tbn; for I think it happens generally, that when 
there is a real^ and not an imaginary, -p&Bcef&m 
of the beauties of nature, the pleasure arisk^ fion^ 
their .contemplatioii goes on increasing'; and ha» 
bit, so fitr from rendering sudi scenes too femiBar 
to be i]6terestingi ioidy contributes to unfold new 
points for admiradon# Since^ howeverj it iaimpoa^ 
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iBible to nufcintain avt^eial rafptttr« for more thann 
few mifiiitesy it is easiOT to^ say notUliig4it aQ ; alid 
12ms. we liare an explanation of Ae anbiualy sUb- 
ded4o. ■ " ' " ') 

A large party of tonristswhom we enoo«nt^md 
at IVenton Falls, in retuming^fpom a^^alk, wldeh 
i« any other «o«ntry ^rould, I «A «»e, l«^* fia. 
niflhed conyersation for hours afterwardtt^: a&di tie 
^eesiparisin^tofwl^WoiildbikTebeenaiou^t 
by far the best part of the fun, said not one wfvrd 
about the day's e:^cur8ioti, but sat doWn to dintiiKr 
as «ad and silent as if we had lost oae of our eam- 
panions over the eliff—ra fiital accident, by the way, 
which did occur to another party only a few days 
afterwards. -The sole occupation ^hat efimted'any 
thiBg like animation, during the w&dle ramble, waa 
reading in the album— rWhich, tikeaH albums, was 
iiOed with the flattest trash diathiiman duln^gs, !»- 
spired by compulsion, can produce. Tie said album 
was placed in a sortof died, near the pvettiest part 
of the fidis, in what is denominated a bar, angUc^ a 
tap, or grogH^op. lliese odious places, truth bids 
me say^ stared us in the face every wher^ ;• and ihat 
no one iihould mistake, the liters B^ Ay R, were 
written up most conspicuously- On board steam- 
boats, there were generally two, one upon deck^ 
and one below. In the-Museum, at Albany, we 
bappened to take the wrong tum> and by going to 
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the figbt bfiad insteftd of tii6 Mt, £aiiild ennelv^ 
at .the said eternal liar* At the tbMtres it i» dv 
-mme; at ike .Caittenikill FaDa.we BBmtm>; oaf 
on each side of the cataract, to the ntter .ruin; ^ 
the tndiappy anblune-and beantiAiL . In ailicgpn* 
tries such things are, nndonhtedly,' to be iatgadf 
and too often, I grant, m rimilar places,; and:} 

^HbdIkIsI. tu.(IrE ufllFE^uIU If UUu D^KwB Hi^kI^S M^lflBfl F^nDSTs^^^ 

hot for their nnnsoal profiifiion in America, and 
the important part whidh ardent spirits appearte 
act in ahnost eyerjr scene* 

• On the 19th of June we reached the TiDage of 
Sjraeose, throng the very centre of which the 
Erie Canal passes. Daring the drive we had'opi> 
portnnities of sering the land in various stages of its 
progress, fieom the dense, black, tangled, native fo» 
rest — ^np to llie highest stages of cultivation, with 
wheat and barley waving over it: or from that me»> 
Isncholy and very hopele8s4ooking state of things, 
when the trees are laid prostrate npon the earthy 
i>ne upcm top of anoflier, and a miserable lo|g4init it$ 
the only symptom of man's residence^— to soch gagr 
and thriving places as Syraoose; with fine broad 
streets, large and commodioos houses, gdy shopsy 
and stage-coaches,. waggons, and gigs flying pa^ 
all in a bustle* In ,ihe centre of the village, we 
could see from our windows the canal thickly co- 
vered with freight boate aod packets, gkndog si^ 
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iMtljr past, and shooiang like arrows through the 
bridges, some of which were of stone, and some of 
painted wood. The canal at this plaee has been 
inade of double its ordinarjr width, and being bent 
into an agreeable degree of curvature, to suit the 
turn of the streets, the formality is removed, as 
^ell as the ditcb'^Hke appearance which generally 
belongs to canals. Thewater, also, is made to rise 
almost level with the towing path, which improves 
the effect. I was amused by seeing, amongst the 
throng of loaded boats, a gaily-painted vessel lying 
m state, with the words Cleopatra's Barge paint- 
ted in lai^e characters on ber broadside. 
'' In the cotcrse of 50 miles' travelling, we came 
repeatedly in jsightof almost every successive period 
of agricultural advancement througb which Ame- 
tica has run, or is actually running. At one place 
We found ourselves amongst the Oneyda tribe of 
Indians, living on a strip of land called a reserva- 
tion, from b^ng appropriated exclusively to Ibese 
poor remains of the former absolute masters of the 
territory — the native burghers of the forest I They 
were dresiGyed in blankets, with leggings of sk& 
laced not very tightly, and reaching to the hide 
mocasins on their feet. Tleir painted faces, and 
lank, black, oily hair, made them look as like sair 
Tages as any lion-hunting travellers could have 
dedn^ 
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In merely pasBiBg along the x^oad, it wae of omme 
dSfficult to foim any conjecture b» to how much of 
the country was cleared ; especially as new settlers 
naturally cUng to canals, roads, and lakes, and if 
was such settlers only that we saw. ScNmetimes^uf 
track lay through a thick forest for a mile or two| 
though, generally speaking, the. country (or some 
distance on hoth iddes of the road was thickly strewf 
ed with houses. Every now and then we came to 
Tillages, consisting of several hundred houses; 
and in die middle I ohserved there were always se« 
vend churches surmounted by sj^es, painted witl| 
some showy colour, and giving a certain d^ee 
of liveliness or finish to scenes in other respects 
rude enough. In general, however, it must be own* 
^ there prevailed a most uncomfortable a^pear-v 
ance of bleakness or rawness, and a total absence of 
picturesque beauty in these villages; whose dreary 
aspect was much heightened by the black sort of 
pgantic wall formed of the alnrupt edge of the fo? 
rest, choked upvdth underwood, now for the first 
time exposed to the light of the gun. 
#The cleared spaces, however, as they are called^ 
looked to our eyes not less desolate, being dtud^ 
,ded over with innumerable great black stuinps; 
^MTy which watf more deplorable still, with tatt 
scorehedji branchless steins of trees, which had uuhr 
dergone the barbarous operation known ]by t{^ 
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name of girdling* An Anildriota settler ean har d- 
ly eoicoei^e ibe liorror witik wMch » finreigner be* 
hoUa siieh numbers of magnificent tteecr stattding 
round him with thdr throats eut^tbe very Banqnos 
of tibe murd^ed forest 1 The. prooefi^ of girdling^ ig 
this : a eiroular cat or ring, t\^o or tiiree inches 
deep, is made with an axe qnit^ ^und Aoitree at 
about five feet fix>m the groimcL This, of course^ 
puts an end to vegets^le life ; and the 4esteietioii 
of the tree beii^ accelerated by the aedon of fire, 
t^iese wretched trunks in a year or two present the: 
most miserable objects^of deorspitode that can b^ 
eonceivedr The purpose, however, of the finrmer^ 
is. gainedl, and that is all he «an be expected to look 
to. His com crop is no longer overshadowed by tite 
leaves of these unhappy trees, Which, in process of 
time, are cut down and split into railings, or saw-, 
ed into billets of firewood,— -and their misery is 
at an end* ...i.. . >. . . ^ 

Even in die cultivated fieldsy the tops of the 
stumps'Were seen poking. theirMdadc raiouts above< 
the young grainy like a «hoal of -seals. Not a 8in<«^ 
gle hedge or wall was to be seen in those places, 
all the enclosures. being made of split logs, built 
one upon the top of another in a zig-ziag fashion, 
like what the ladies call, a Vandyke border* These 
are named snake fences, and are certainly tke most 

ttngiraceful-lookkig things I ever isaw. 

v2 
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. Mb9t of the IionBes are built of rough a&barked 
logs, nicked at tibe ends so as to fit closely and 
firmly ; and roofed with planks. The better scnrt of 
dwellings, however, are made of squared timbera 
firamed together neatly enough, and boarded over,, 
at the sides and ends ; and then rocked with shingles, 
which are a sort of obhmg wooden slates.. The 
houses are generally left unpainted, andbemg sca^ 
tered about inihoat order, look more like a cok 
leetion of great packing boxes, than the hmaanro- 
sidenees which the eye is accustomed to see in <dd 
countries^ In the more. cleared and longi»r settled 
parts of the country, we sawmany detached booses, 
which, might almost be called villas, very neatly 
got up, with rows of wooden columns in fronts 
shaded by trees and tall shrubs running round and 
across the garden, which waa prettily fenced in^ 
and embellished with a profusion of flowers. 

Sometimes a whole village, such aa that of: 
Whitesborough,. was composed entirely of thc^ 
detached villas; and as most of the houses were- 
half hid in the thick foliage of the elm»trees rounds 
them, they looked cool and^omfortable when conn 
pared with the new and half-^bunt, and in many 
placea burning country, only a few miles off. , 

The village of Utica stands a step higher in this 
progressive scale of dvOisation; for it has several 
church spires rising over it, and at no great dis- . 
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tonee bh infititnitioii, called 'Hamflton College, in- 
tended, I ifras told, for Hie Iiiglier Iranclies of 
scieiice. We* also visited SyractuBe, a village with 
ecstensive salt-works close to it ; and liad numer- 
0QS opportunities of eramining the Erie canal, and 
the great high-road to Buffalo ; — so that what with 
towns and cities, Indians, forests, cleared and cuL- 

• 

iivated lands, girdled trees, log-houses, paintiw! 
churches, villas, canals, and nianufiictDriM, ^nd 
hundreds of thousands of human beings, istarting 
into life, all within the ken of one day's rapid jour- 
ney, there was plenty of stuff for the imagination 
to work upon. 

' It has been the fiusUon oi travellerr in America, 
I am told — for I have read no travels in that coun- 
try—to ridicule the practice of giving to unknown 
tfnd inconsiderable villages, the namesof places long 
hallowed by classical recollections. I was disposed, 
however, at one time to tiiink, that there was nb^ 
thing absurd in the matter. I did not deny that^ 
on first looking at the map, and more particularly 
onhearing stage-driversand stage-passengers, talk- 
ing of Troy, Ithaca, and Home, and still more when 
I beard them Speaking of the towns of Cicerq, Ho- 
mer, or ManHus, an involuntary smile found its 
way to the lips, followed often by a good bearty 
laugh. The oddity and incongruity of the thing 
were mucb heigbtened by the admixture of such ' 
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Tompldns, jumbled np with tjie Xp^iaa paaofi^ cl 
0]iQiidaga» Oneida, and Chitteaifltgo* 

A Utile longer personal acquaintance Whih thc^ 
subject, however, led me to a different concluai^m*^ 
All those unooiirteous, and at first irrejnressihle,; 
ftdings of ridieole, were, I hoped, quite eradicated;^ 
and I tried tafiiney that there was something very 
interesting, almost amiable, in any circumstanf^ei^ 
no inatter how trivial, which contributed to show, . 
even indirectly, that these d^cendants of ours were, 
still willing to keep up the <dd and generous recol- 
lections of thrir youth ; and although they had bro->^ 
kea lihe cords of national union, that they were 
still disposed to bind themselves to us, by the ties 
of classical sentiment at least. For these reasonSy 
dien, I was inclined to approve, in theory, of the 
taste which had a^ropriated the ancient naales al- 
luded to. I had also a sort of hope, that the mere 
use of the words would insensibly blend with their ; ^ 
present occupations, and so keep alive some traces , 
of the old spirit, described tct me as fast mdting,, 
away. 

By .the same train of friendly reasoning^ I was^ 
led to imagine it possible, that the adoption pf such 
names as Auburn,— '^loveliest viUageof the plain|.'' . 
^-Port Byron, and the innumerable Londons, Duh- 
linsi Edinhurghs^ and so <>n» if ere indicative of a. 
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latent or Kngering^kiQdli&esB towardg the «ld ooniK 
try. The aotioii, that it was degradiiig to the ve^ 
nerahie Roman naines to fix them upon these mush-^ 
room towns in the wp^erness, I cpmbated, I flajtter* 
ed myself) somewhat adroitly, on the prin^ple that^ 
so &r jfrom the memory of Ithaca or Syracuse) ov 
any, such place, heing degraded hy the aj^ropiiaK 
tion, the h9jiour rather lay with the ancientS) who^^ 
it 18 the fashion to. take for granted, enjoyed, a les& 
amount of freedom and intelligence than their mo-* 
dem namesakes. 

*^ Let us/' I' said one day, to a Mend who waa 
impugning thei^e doctrines, ^^ let us take Syraousje 
for example, which in die year 1830 consisted of quo 
house, one mill, and one tavern ; now, in 1827) it 
holds fifteen hundred inhabitants, has two laijge 
churches, inmmierahle wealthy shops fiUedi with 
gioods, brought there by water-carriage from every: 
comer lof the globe; two large and splendid bo-: 
^Is; many dozens of grocery stores or whisky-: 
chops'; several busy printing presses, from one' of 
which issues a weekly newspaper ] b daily post from 
t|ie east, the south, and the west ; has a broad ca- 
nal running through its bosom ; — ^in short, it is ft 
great and free city. Where is this to be matched,'* ' 
1 exclaimed, ^^ in ancient Italy or Greece ?'*' 

It grieves me much, however, to have the pngra^ : 
cious task forced upon me <^ entirely demolishmg' 
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my own plausible liandiwoik. But trmUch renim 
it necessary to declare, ihat after alonger acqnaint- 
anoe with all these matters, I dis&vered that I was 
an in die wrong, and that there was not a word of 
sense in what I had nttered wiih so much studS^ed 
candour. What is the most provoking proof that 
tins fine doctrine of profitable associations war 
practically absurd, is the fiust that even I myself, 
though comparatively so little acquainted widi the 
dassicalHsounding places in question, have, alas! 
seen and heard enough of them to have nearly all my 
dassical recoHeclions swept away by the contact. 
Now, therefore, whenever I meet with the name 
of a Roman city, or an aulbor, or a general, in- 
stead of having my thou^ts carried back, as here- 
tofi>re, to the r^ons of antiquity, I am transport- 
ed forihwitib, in imagination, to the post-road on 
my way to Lake Erie, and my joints and bones turn 
sore^ at the bare recollection of joltings, and other 
nameless vulgar annoyances by day and by night, 
which, I much fear, will outlive all the little clam-- 
cal knowledge of my juvenile days. 

On the 20th of June, we left Syracuse after m 
pleasant excursion to the salt-works at Salina iir 
that neighbourhood; and reached Auburn at mne^ 
o'clock at night, having passed throi^h the vil- 
lages of Elbridge and Brutus. Owing to the nu- 
merous and teasing stops, we did not average more- 
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iiuuk five miles an hotir, though we bi)«n went over 
the groimd at a greater rate. 

The country during this day's journey, though 
i^ot quite so recently settled as some we hkd 
seen before, presented nearly the same mixture of 
wide oceans of impervious looking forests, dotted 
over, here and there, with patches of cleared land 
under every stage of the agricultural process. 
Some of the fields were sown with wheat, above 
which eould be seen numerous ugly stumps of old 
trees; others allowed to lie in grass, guarded, as it 
were^ by a set of gigantic black monsters, the gird* 
led, aeorched, and withered remnants of the an-» 
oieiit woods. Many farms were still covered with 
ineKtrieaUe and confused mass of prostrate 
bnmches of trees, piles of split logs, and 
of mpaani timbers, planks, shingles, great stacks 
otfrnek; mad often, in the midst of all this, could 
he detected, a half smothered log-hut without win- 
dows or furniture, but weU stocked with people. 
At ether places we came upon ploughs, always 
drawn by oxen,, making their sturdy way amongst 
the stumps, like a ship navigating through coral 
reefs, a difficult and tiresome operation. Often, 
too, without much warmng, we came in sight of 
busy villages, ornamented with tall white spires,* 
topping above towers in which the taste of the vil-» 
lagers had placed green Venetian blinds; and at the 
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amnmit of alli handsome' gilt weather'^cock% gUt-r 
tering and crowing, as it seemed^' in triumph o^er 
the poor.fomt* ... .. 

^^ Driver !" I called out upon, one occasion, 
*' what is the name of this village ?' 

" Camillus, rir/* 

^^ And what is that great building ?' ... 

<' That is the seminary— the polytecnic.'' 

<' And that great stone house ?' 

** Oh, that is the wo<d-fectory." - . 

In diort, an Englishman mi^tfuicjr himself ia 
the vale of Stroud. But, mark the difference >^9X 
the next crack of the whip — ^hocus pocus If-^^Jl.ia^ 
dianged. Be. looks out of the window— rubs hia^ 
eyes, and discovers that he is again in thedeptha* 
of the wood at {he other extremity of civilized so- 
dety, with the world just beginning to bud, in the' 
diape of a amoky log-hut, ten feet by twelve, filL*' 
ed withdirty*faced children, squatted round ahardy * 
looking female, cooking victuals for a tired woodsK* 
man seated at his door, reading with suitable gloe^ 
in the Democratical Journal of New York^ an ac-^< 
couni of Mr Canning's campaign against the Ultra 
Tories of the. old country. 

After inspecting very carefully the penitentiakry 
at Aiiburn, the parent experiment of that system, 
which has done America so muck honour, we pu:^-* 
s«.ed our course to the westward, and ca^ie, on 
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fhe 21st of Jun^> to Cajru^ lake, johb of those iiu- 
m^roas inland seaci with which ihe northern part 
of the great State of New Yoirk abounds. This 
sheet of water is no less than forty miles long ; huty 
to my shame I confess, I never heard its name till 
a week before I saw it. It is remarkable for a long 
bridge built across it, certainly the longest I eve^ 
taw. It took me fifteen minutes and twenty se- 
conds, smart walking, to go from end to end, and 
measured 1850 paces. The toll-keeper at the east- 
ern end informed me, that it was a mile and eight 
rods in length. ThjB lake thereabouts is not deep, 
and the bridge, which is built of wood, stands on' 
loose stone piers. I amused myself by making a; 
sketch of it with the Camera Lucida, till the sun 
went down, and then, as tl^e ini^ was comfortable, 
and the people obliging, we resolved to stay for the 

night* _ .... 

. We left Cayuga at eight in the ijosamjfgf affcet 
a furious thunder shower h^ drenched evssry things 
and set all th^ roads afloat. Bui floundering 
amongst the ikiud was far preferable to gasping 
in the clouds of dust by which we had been pester* 
ed for several hot days before. The Qold, indeed* 
was now so great, that we were fain. to let down 
^ the leather curtains of the stage, |md wrl^p outt 
aelves in all the cloaks we could muster. SjoijCih is 
the changeable nature of m American elimate. . 
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We dined at Geneva, a town placed at die and 
of Seneca lake^ so named after one of the eztanct^ 
or nearly extinct, tribes of Indians. The ritoatioiK 
pf the town has no doubt suggested its appeUation ; 
for it stands much in the correspondent position, 
l^hitiYely to the Like, with the city of Geneva irn 
Switzerhind* 

- As we drew onwards to the west, we. observed 
a gradual acceleration in the speed at which the 
people swallowed their meals. After what we saw 
at New York, I had imagined this to be impos* 
sible ; nor can any foreigner fully understand, tiU 
be has seen an American public table, bow quickly 
a dinner may by possibility be got over. At the 
end of the first quarter of an hour we were almost 
always left alone, but, generally spealdng, about 
half of the company were done much sooner. In 
the course of time we came to acquire these habits 
tolerably weD, though we never got up with the 
ohase completely. At Geneva, our movementa 
were quickened by seeing that another party, con** 
lasting of the attendants, were waiting for us. In 
about ten or fifteen minutes afterwards, I had oo> 
easion to pass throi^h the dining-room. Hie se* 
conctset of eaters had also vanished by this time; 
but I observed a single person, seated at the end 
of tibe table, and dining quite alone. This seemed 
very odd ; and, as he was a well-dressed and re- 
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*0pectabIe4<A>kmg man, my curiosity was roused to 
'.know wHo or what he cofuld be. 1 therefore walked 
'Tptmd in front' of him, pi'etendihg to look for some- 
^thmg,* when lo ! it was a negro ! ' 

By an a^t of the legislature of the state of New 

:4th of July, 182T. All trading in slaves had been 
^ong before abolished in this and many of the other 
^0tates ; but it will' readily be imderstood how the 
(fk/ct of negro slavery still existing in the greater 
.part cff the Union^ must have the offset of perpetu*- 
- siting tbe dc^^radation of that unfortunate race over 
tiihe whole country, and of rendering any assimik; 
tion, o^ cordial intercourse between the blacks and 
^whites, quite impossible, even in those states where 
^verjr does not exist. 

; The numbers of the free and the slave pdpiihr 
-tion of the United States are given in Watterston's 

dfcables, page 7, as follows :— - 

, . ... ... 

. . . •, 

* Whites and all other free peraons, estimated to the 

iBtof Jan. 18S8, , .' . . ' 9,610*807 " 

SlaTes at the same date, • . • • 1,888,155 * 

Total population, . . ... 11,848,462 ^ 

« » 

vrhich shows that the slaves form very nearly one»- 
,AXth part of the whole.* 



' * Tabular Statistical Views, by George Watierfton and Nicbohis 
Bi<ldl<; Van Zandt. Pul^lished imder the patronise of (he Coi^^ren 
>«^t&e Unit^ Statetr Washington, Jan. 18S9I. ^ . ^ 
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By the new eohstitution of the stale of Jiew 
Yotfc^ adopted in. the latter part of 1821, men ef 
eolonr are allowed to vote at elections, <* If thejr 
have been citizens of the state three years, and he 
seized and possessed of a fireehold estate of the va^ 
Ine of two hundred and fifity dollars, for one year 
preceding any such election." This certainly is a 
great step^^ The rule with respect to the whites, 
it .may be well to mention also. ^* Bvery nude 
citizen, who ieihall have been an inhalntant of the 
stale one year preceding any election, and sha[^ 
hove performed certain duties, is entitied to Tote 
in the town or ward where he ^etoaUy resides, tbt 
all officers that are elective by the people." 

Some time ago, a circumstance occurred in the 
legislature of New York, which excited a good deal 
"«f interest. Their daily proceedings are always 
commenced by prayer ; and the different clec?^ 
men, without JjZn^n of »ect». perfoTSe 
office of chaphdn in turn. Upon one occasion, 
however, it happened that a black preacher, a per* 
fectly respectable man, gave in his name as wish- 
ing to officiate. A vehement debate, I am infbrm- 
^dj took place upon this point ; but, after several 
days' discussion, and before any vote was take&» 
the black minister withdrew his application, and^ 
the question therefore remains undecided. The 
fact is^ tiie publio feeling in Ameriea is not ripe 
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tot such a glaring mnovation* What should we 
tUnK in Etigland, were we to see a black w6<^ 
head start up in the pulpit of St'George^s, Hfanover 
Square? There is nothing like bringinjr Ueee 
qtiestions home. 

" SSnee leaving the city of New York, we had 
seeh no bells in any of the public houses ; and peiS- 
aOns who have been used to such loznries all their 
Kves, can hardly understand, till they lary/' the 
amount of annoyance wbicK these and many othet* 
fldnor wants aJre capable of producing; Tor in^ 
stance, it might seem a veiy petty discomfort, to 
lie obliged to use a two-pronged fork^ instead 6€ 
<Nie with three' prongs ; fi(nd so, perhaps,' it inighft 
^rore, pn^vided a stranger could reo6nc)le it In 
himself to eai with his knife. But as-^this ugly, 
not to say dangerous practice, is followed ia Eng*. 
haid only by the lowest Tulgar, itcoities very awk- 
if^krdly to a traveller's notice at first, however re^ 
<$cltamended by imiversal custom in America. Be^ 
tween reluctance to do what he has been taught to 
consider ill-bred, and the desire to please by con- 
formity, and the impossibility of fishing up peas, 
fio't' example, or rice, with the forks exdtuively lised 
in that ootmtry, many good things are apt to sUp 
away from him. 

But I was iq)eaking of the want of bells. It is 
in vain that you thump the floor; or rap Ihe plate 
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Willi yoiiir kfedfey as ill Itelj* In tl)a4 riA rtimi^ 
tlie dooxB stand wide opeii« In America, ihey are 
gi^erally ahut; or if you open them, and put you^ 
lieadinto the paasage, you may call and bawl &q 
eveft without effect. . It seems' the jservants them^ 
selves, or the Kelpa, or hirelings, or whaterer name 
they think it least degrading to go by, do^noJi 
like bdng summoned by a ringing of bells. . Ao^ 
emrdin^y, there was dOten no method left, but t6[ 
do the things required for ourselves. One day I 
wps rather late for fareakfiist, and as there was IM^ 
water in my jug, or pitcher, as they call it^ I sett 
off, post haste, hatf-sfaayed, half-dressed, and mmm 
than half*Texed, in quest of water ; like a seamam 
on short allowance, hunting for rivulets on smso 
uidmown coast. I went up stairs and downstairs, 
and in the course of my researches into half^SHdoaeni: 
different apartments, might have stumblodoneMiie. 
lady's chamber, as the song says, which, eonsidv*^ 
iag the plij^t I was in, would have been awkward^ 
enough. 

" Our neirt halt' was at the end of an extr«ne». 
ly pretty lake, not quite so large as l^e two l^et. 
we had visited, but still an extensive piece <^ wa» 
ter. Thislake, and the village which stands at tibc; 
northern extrenuty, are. called Canandaigua. I, 
may remark, that the term village conveys a dif- 
fer^it ide^ to us from what it does to an Amm- 



eta. Tb.^ word town would seem, itore- 9ffpto* 
priate, as tbese villages are not composed of cot-» 
tages clustered together ; but of fine houses, divi'* 
died hy wide streets, and embellidied hy groves of 
tvees and flower gardens. At certain comers of 
sdl &ese viBages, or towns» blacksmiths, coopers^ 
aad other Artisans^ are of course to be found; but 
g^nerdUy speaking, the houses at^CSanandaigna, lor 
instance, have more the appearance of separate 
country houses, than of mere component parts of 
» viHage. la ilie centre there is alwaytf left an 
open space or market-place, with showy hotdb on 
otee-side; the court-house on the other ;. and per-* 
Imps a church and a meeting-house, to complete 
the square. 

Canandaigaa lies nearly in the centre of Ontario 
county, a large tractof which was purchased many 
years ago, I believe in 1790, by some English gm* 
tlemen, who paid about five e^its an acre for it, et 
aibout two-pence halfpimny. Great part of it has 
since been sold at prices varying from one and two 
dudlaars, to ten, and even twenty dollars^ 

A Strict of country, intended for the market^ 
iff first surveyed, and laid out into sq[uare por* 
tifOns, a mile each way. At the comer <^ each of; 
ibese square miles a stake is driven in^ with a pro- 
per number or letter carved upon it ; and&e trees 
between this post and the next, whidi iti always fix* 
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ei due nortii or south, or due ealt or west of it^ ase 
iourlc^dbyiireaiisof what are 'csklled biases* TUs 
cEperationootisisiB in ^hftving faflFa sUoe abodt twm 
%i largr as a 'nad's Iiaod, with an axe,'at abMi 
Wvm cor tight fast fh>m the ground. * lb flus wfej, 
artm a sat'dF Imes/niimingin the direction of-dia 
fneUfian; ore intersected' 'by another set streteUag 
aalat'aiid iir«st^'tfae xmoccapied coontry is cxiTered 
Widi a net^work of divifli<nis a mile square, eadi 
eontaini]^ 040 aereK 

A setder who Em a £mcy to take 19 bia ^pmrtera 
in a district so nuffked out^ diVeflfinto lliefdfest, and 
rotes about till fae'Kghttf upon a spot io his mind. 
He next sets about finding what are the marks 
upon the stakes nearest to him, and by refSerenee 
to Ibese, die land-agent, who has maps befere Imn, 
ettttat once lay bisr hand up<m.tiieTeryq^ A 
second reference, to l3ie sarveyor^s report, aJao si 
Hie land-officej determines Ae nature of the aool, 
the quality of the timber gromng upon it, its dia« 
tanee from a navigable river, or finnn a road, and 
what is the nearest town; in short, ill the eir^ 
eomstances upon which depend its value in Ibe 
market. A baorgain is newfmade between Aeri^nt 
and tbe new ccfitter. A^tenth par^ or some oth^ 
jnt)po^on of 'the purcbase-money, aoeordmf to 
circumstances, is inquired to be paid down at 
once, and the rest, it is stipulated; dhall follow by^ 
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ioetalmefttB* If thfisettlfir^fortiaiatdjr, faayeieaiy 
money ienoi^.to pay for the whole bI the numtei^t, 
he gets hibs title-deeds immediately; if not, he 
DOiost wait till the instalments are paid up. It is 
important to obf>erYe,.that no sneh inslamment i« 
landiiif, unless it be previoBdyr«gkteredmap«b. 
Ue office, expimly formed for this pnipow, «mI 
aeftiiy resemhliag, as £ar as I^biow^ the system of 
rejgpfitration in- Scotland* All mortgages, or other 
liens upon real property, may be t^us at once as<r 
certaanecL 

i Tba settler then, proceeds to his lot, which may 
iie the whole or any jxnrtioix of the square mile that 
lie ^3ld the land-agent can agree ahout. There he 
ishops doifn the trees, bums some o£ them, makes 
ihis faodise of .others,, and splits the remaind^ into 
|M>le8 for Ins iences ; and by hringing his laad 
inl» cultiTation, he is enabled to pay np his pur-« 
id««» inoney from tinie to time. If, instead of 
•being indust^ions, he be idle or dissipated, or get 
4ired of. his bargain, he walks off without cere* 
mony, and without scruple ; because he leaves the 
psroper^betterthanhefoundit* Itdoesuot mueh 
Mfpifym this respect whether behave donemueh 
orlUttle to it ; since every turn of work upea it for 
the first few years, can have, no o&er effect than 
ittidng its value^by getting fid of ^ woods. . 
^ From 4dl I coidd leam, tibei^ appefu?6 ta be a 
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s]]igolar..d^[ree of pleasurable exoienuAt atittdU 
ing this process of clearing waste lands; fosr it isap« 
parently not so moch the end, as the means, which 
afford this gratification. A settler, especially from 
the New England states, often begins the world lift 
that country with no other fortune than a stout 
heart 'and a good axe* With theife he has no fears, 
and sets merrily forward in his attack upon tht 
wilderness. In the course of the first year he 
raisesalittle Indian com, and other ihincs, which 

wants. Next season he makes a firesh start with 
improYed means, and a few less discomforts, b«t 
always with a confident spirit. By and by, he 
marries, raises a fiimily, buys more cows, pigs, and 
horses, and so on, little by little, carving out his 
fi>rtnne by dint of hard labour. In time Ids sonp 
gprow up, and help him to take m fresh and richer 
land ; when he can afford to do that, he sells what 
he had formerly cleared; and thus goes on chop* 
pbtig and bearing, and bringing up alroop of broad*' 
jdioulderejl sons, strappng fellows, whom he sends 
out, or rather who send themselYeB out, from time 
to time, to the westward, to subvert other forests, 
and run the same romd their hard-working fii^tfafsr 
has run be^re Ihem. • 

This paasiojiii for turning up new s<^,and clear- 
ing the wilde^ess, herc^fore untouched by the 
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liahd of mail, & said to increase wit^ years.^ Un^ 
jder such constant: changes of place, there can be 
•very little individual regard felt or professed for 
particular spots. I might almost say, that as far a« 
1 could see or learn, there is nothing in any part 
of Atnerica similar io what we call local attach* 
ments. There is a strong love of country, it is true ; 
but thisr is quite a different affiadr, as it seems to 
Tfe entirely unconnect^ with any permanent fond« 
ttess for one spot more than another. 

A large and handsome ferm-f^ouse, near Canan* 
daig^a, was pointed out to me one day, the owner 
6f which had come to that part of the country be* 
tween twenty and thirty years before, at which pe- 
riod it was pretty nearly an unbroken forest. He 
commenced with very slender means ; but perse- 
vered in clearing away the woods, and ploughing 
up the ground, till he came at last to accumulate a 
considerable fortune. He then built a large brick 
house, married, brought up sons and daughteirs, and 
having retained his heaKh and spirits entire to the 
age of sixty, had the prospect of a quiet, hearty^ 
green old age before him. 

Nothing,however, was &rther from his thoughts, 
or moire repugnant tahis habits, than quiet. He 
missed the ardent excitemont of his past life, and 
sighed to be once again in the heart of the thicket. 
Instead of finding agreeable comtpfemionship in the 
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jKfpviaAm whidi was cniirdiiigroaiidalwiitli^ 

h!b eiHiflidfired eadi firesh setder as so intradbriiMi 

Ua freedom of action; aaortof i^onluspiroQeed^ 

iiigB. At lengd^ after stniggliiig £»r a wUk widi 

theprivatioiis and inconyenienoeB of civiliBalamy 

Jto diodared be oonld stand it no longer. So he 

0iade over bis Arm to bis ehildien, and carri^og 

with him only bis axe and bis wife, a few doUan, 

a team of cacen, and a waggon and borses, set off 

for tbe territory of ^Micbigan, tbe Lord knows bow 

&r off in tbe North-West. There be is now dhcqp- 

fii^ down wood, and bAonringin a sort of w3d 

'^ bi^^^ess from morning till nig^ to bring ne^ 

lands into cnltivation ; wbid^ in the coarse of iase, 

if be Eve, be will diqpoae of to n^Mr settlers, and 

again decamp to tbe westward. 

• After breakfast on the 28d of Jtme, we set out 

from Canandaigtia to examine a bnrning spnng^^at 

A place eafled.'BriMtol. On reaching the spot, we 

discovered a'spring to be smie, but cooU see no 

flames. A boy, bowevo*, was dupatdied for a 

Jantem and candle, and the l^t held over a great 

many places. Stall no fire was tisiUe, iboagli the 

off^udye smell of earburetted hydrogen coidd not 

be mistaken. I was beginniiig to feel ilwt awlc* 

ward sort of distrost which accompanies the sasr 

pMdcm of being quizaed, and smt mi whftt is eafled 

a fooFs ^rmad ; when behold ! the aur caugblfire» 
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add m a fm minute^ wa had a rofriof Batnral gas 
liglrts Uaoii^ in a styki worthy of PaU-Mall^ tat 
many yards along the hanks of a pretty filtie tbI* 
ley ; in €bfi middle of which a dear stream of 
water was ha|ang merrily down to the plains.he* 
l6w>.over a series of steps^ or 8hib% formed hy tha 
homontal strata of ilimestome covering all that part 
of Alt coontry* 

'- On Sunday we attended the afternoon sdhriee in 
the Episcopalian church. In Ameiiea^ the olez^* 
men aareehoaen "by their congregalSonB, and maybe 
fismissdd at> pleasure ; a practice which has some 
goodi and some had efiEects. But it is not of clrardr 
discipline I mean to speak just now. -The gonUe^ 
man who preached on the day in question, was in 
the unpleasant predicament just alhided to« Af- 
ter Hxrte years' service his parifiMoners, it seems, 
became tired of him^ and though no cause was as-* 
stgned, jts fine as I could learn, the congv^^ation 
intimaled to him that they had no fiirther occacdon 
for his serviees. On this day, accordingly, he was 
to preach his fare wdl sermon.. Mudi interest was 
naturally excited to know in what temper he would 
niidce his adieu. It was the ofMnion of many perw 
dons whonifl h^ard speaking of the eircunastance, 
that he had been rather hardly dealt with, since 
he had i&ealously and. faithfully performed all the 
duties of his station* No one seemed to khow m 
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the least irhat fine he was abotit iotalce ; fof he 
had the unusual good sense to keep his own cdun-» 
«eL His opponoits, if they had really no clastgB 
against their pastor, may have been a little uneasy ; 
and hir friends, I could eaefly Sscovetj were very 
anxious. I happened to he liviiig amongst his if ell* 
wishers, and naturally floated along with the tide 
which bore me, and became quite a party man— « 
no very uncommon, case-^without knowing any 
tiling of the imstter. ' 

The: iext, which was pithy .and rather angry^ 
gaye us some alarm, and we expected to hear the 
jrattHng of a seVerewStorm over bur heads. The ju- 
dicious preacher, however, disappointed: his ene- 
mies, and gratified his fnends ; for while there waa 
just enough in the te±t to show that he (dt thcf 
severity of his sentence, the discourse itself breath-*' 
ed nothing but the truest CSuistian charity. By 
not even mentioning the word foi^veness, he stu-^ 
.diously avoided showing thiat he was conscious of 
being injured; thus leaving any reproachful infer- 
ences to be drawn'in secret'by tiiose'who knew 
the truth, whatever that might be. It struck»m0 
that his congregation, oh the mere strength of Ida 
having taste ai^ discretibn enough, and? I may add" 
hunlility,'not to set up a whining justification wheen' 
no specific charge was made>' ought to have vcite^ 
him into the pulpit again* ' .. !. . ^^ 
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> His dalaiy had been 500 dollars^ or about 100 
guineas aryear, and upon tbis fortune he had of 
iM)urse married. He was now lefit, however, with- 
out one dollar of income, and without a' church* 
In any other country such a contingency in a man's 
aflEurs would be disastrous indeed ; but in Ame- 
rica, where the field is comparatively unoccupied^ 
a man of his stamp is quite sure, I Vas told, to get 
employment again, ahnost immediately, in some 
line or other* / .. • • - 

: . It was not till long afterwards that I had the 
nieans of studying the' history qf the Protestant 
Episcopalian Chiu^ch in America, though well worr 
thy of attention. Inlthe meantime, we had abunr 
dant ocular demonstration of the respect paid to 
th6 sulject of religion ; for scarcely'a single village, 
however small, was without a church. It was hint* 
eA to me, indeed, slily, that these churches were 
built as money speculations, and were not erect-» 
ed by the villagers themselves. But this, suppo^ 
sing it to be true, confirms, I think, instead of 
weakening, the position ; for it is obvious that the 
fi^culators in church-seats. must. reckon upon a 
congregation ; and if there was not a steady re^ 
Ugious sei||iment preyalent amongst the popula- 
tion, these adventurers would be sure to lose their 
ag^oney.' — Take it either way, it is clear \hsk% good 
mwt be the result. 



LSI TffAirSLS IK THE 

The trideT) and far more impoiitaiit qoi^stion, re- 
ftpeeting the gtoetal effect on the mass of the m^ 
tion, in consequence of there behig no established 
church in Ametica, is a topic which, for inany rea* 
sons, it would be iiljadicions to handle at this stag^ 
of the journey ; but as Ibere is no other subject 
comparable to it m importance, I shall certainly 
hot pass it by. 

We sjient tbree most agreeable days at Ca* 
nandaigna, where we wer^ fortunate in finding 
ourselves lodged under the roof of a countrytiUm* 
of our own, who, tiiough a naturalized citizen of 
America, and true to all his duties as su;ch, keeps 
a portion of his affections in reserve for otiier 
countries. He has introduced into his pretty viT* 
lage many of the usages and tastes of an older couii-^ 
try; an exmnple uddcK has been followed in some 
instances, and is calcinated to do mnch good. At 
all events, I can answer for the luxuries alluded 
to being Very delightfol to travellers who, like 
ourselves, had nbt yet learnt to exchange, without 
a iaigh, the refinements to which we had been ao^ 
customed, for the inevitable discomforts of ^ state 
of society cireumstanced so dSFerentiy. 
• On tiie 35th of June we drove acroi|p the coun- 
try to the village of Rochester, which is built M 
t&e bttnks of the Genesee river, just' above some 
beautiful waterfalls, and only a few miles firom the 
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soudiem dioreof Lake Ontario^ wldeh^I wag «or* 
ry to find) was not visible from theneey owing to 
the dense skreen of untouelied forest wlueli intor^ 
▼enes. The Erie canal passes through the heart 

> 

^ this singular Tillage, and strides across the Ge* 
pesee river on a noble aqueduct of stone. 

Rochester is celebrated all over the Union as 
presenting one of the most striking instances of 
rapid increase in size and population of which that 
country affords any example. 

It niay be prosper to remark, limt about this 
period I hegaxt to learn that in America the word 
improvement, which, in England, means making 
IhingiB' better, signifies, in that country, an at^« 
mentation in. the number of houses and pecflef 
and, aboye all, in the amount of the acres of .dear-* 
ed land. . It is.hdd down by the Americans as a» 
admitted maxim, to doubt the soKdity of which ne^ 
ver enters any man's head for aninsta^t, Ihataiia- 
pSd increase of population is, td all intents and pur« 
posesy.tantamount to an increase of national ^eat-^ 
ness and power, as well ais an increase of indivi-^ 
dual, happiness and . prosperity. ' Consequently,- 
say Aey, such increase ought to be forwarded by 
every possible means, as the greatest bteffling to 
the country. 

I do not assert that the Americans are entirely 

wrong in this matter; far from it; increase of po«> 

g2 
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« 

piiktiifm I9 flometimes a BpxLpUm 4>f 
But it major may not prove. so, aoeording to cir* 
cinnirtancea; and, at all events, the mere increaie 
pf numbeia, in wbatever ratio, is not byany means 
ma infallible measure of a oountry's growing power; 
-— stiE less of its happiness and virtue, which springs 
as I conceive, from sources entirely different fit>m 
this cause, and are maintained by means very dia* 



•It is interesting, I grant, to bdiold millions of 
humiin brings starting into. life in the wildemesB. 
But I have lived in more countries than one, in the 
course of my travels, where this rapid production of 
the huipaii species was uddoubtedly the proximate 
source of dreadful evils to the state. The manu*t 
fieustory of people, like all manufactories, may be 
overdone^ and the market glutted* The Amerir* 
cans do not deny this principle in the abetract, 
but tney say the time is vary remote when it will 
apply to, their country. Perhaps they are right* 
All I would contend for at this moment is, that» 
even in that country, it is by no means universally 
and. necessarily true, that an increase of popula- 
tion brings with it, of itself, an increase of national 
greatness. 

Much of the wealth, and power, and happmiw^ 
of nations have their origin, and still more their 
permanent support, in circumstances of which little 
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» 

br'ho aiscount Is takeit in Ameriisa; or, if noticed 
utall, only to be scoffed at. My present purpose; 
however, is not to enter deeply into these specu-i- 
lations, but to describe wbat I actually saw. There 
iqay come a time for these discussions likewise ; 
but in the meanwhile, I am merely, anxious to pre^ 
^ent its being supposed that I agree to the un- 
philosophical position alluded to, however ortho^ 
dox it niay be held in America, or elsewhere.^ 
* The ibllowing table shows the annual increaise 
4f population in Rochester since 1815^ the first 
year in which a census was taken :— ' 



December 1815, SSI 

SqytosiW 1818, 104gr 

August 1830, 1502 

Scirteinber 18S8, 2700 



Population. 
February 1885» 4274 

August 1825, 5S7S 

December 1826, 7669 

And it bad "reached consider- 
ably, nuire than 8000, when we were there, in the middle of 1827. 

It may not be uninteresting, perhaps, to give 
anolfaer table, shotnng the number of persons en- 
gaged' in some of the principal occupations in the 
year 1826 : — 

' 7 Clergymen 184 Shoemakers 17 Coach-maken 

25 PhyHTdana 20 Hattera 67 Blacknmiths 

* S8 Lawyers 73 Coopers . 14 Oun-smiths 

. 74 Merchants 2S Clothiers 10 Chair-makers 

89 Clerks 20 MiUers 95 Masons 

84 Grocers 21 Mill-wrights 26 Cabinet-mako's 

SS Butchers 904 Carpenters 5 Comb-makers 

48 Tailors 29 Tanoers 26 Painters 

24 Wheel-wrights 28 Tinners 16 Innkeepers 

21 Saddlers _ (Q^. Tinsmiths) 16 Goldsmiths 

8 Tallow-ch&dlers 14 Bakers SI Printers 
j^Labovrers 

4 Political and one Religious Newspaper.. . 

' 1 Qfaristian Monthly M^igaxine^ .... 
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I bave copied ifau table from Bi woik edled 
<( The Direetoiy for th^ Village of BoohAsAcr, f6r 
ibelatof Janiuoyy IStflJ* I seo in it no mention 
flude of millmany thongii I am sine we obeenHsd 
ttt leaat a dosBen ahops of iliat deaeriplioti, beirodfli 
many oibers not mentioned in the above HbL 

Tbe bidies in America obtain their faddone cfi^ 
root from Paris. I speak new of the great cities 
on the seiMMMst, where the commonication with 
Eorope is easy and freqnent. In the back settie* 
ments, peo^e are obl^ed to catch what oppc^ttf^ 
nities come la ihflir way ; and acoordin^y, many 
a^Ucations were made to ns for a sight ja£ our 
wardrobe, wUch, it may be mippoMd, wa. n<»« 
of the laifiest. The child's clothes etsit&i most 
interest, however, and patterns were asked for on 
many dccanons. . 

While touching on this sabjectj I bc^ I may 
be permitted to say a few words, wiihofit giving ^tf'T 
fenoe-*certainly without meaning to give any— » 
respecting the attire of the male part of the po» 
pulation, who, I have reason to think, do not, gene- 
rally speaking, consider dress an object deservii^ 
of « nearly so much attention as it. undoubtedly 
, ough^ to receive. It seems to me that dress is a 
branch, and not an unimportant brandi, of man- 
ners, — a science they all profess themselyes anziouB 
to study. The men, probably mihout their being 
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-aware' of it^ faave^ wmiehowat oliher, acquired a 
babit of negligence in this respect quite obvious to 
the eye of a sirsoger. From the bat, wbicb is never 
bnnbed, to the shoe, whibh is seldom polished^ aU 
parts of their dress are oftien left pretty mudi to 
take care of ihemselves. Nothing seems to fit, or 
to be made with any precision. 

It is very true, they are quite at liberty to )iddpt 
that form of dress, as well as that form of govc£rn/>> 
Inent, which pleases liiem.best; but, on the oAer 
hand, I hope it wiU be granted tjiat both the one 
and the other, contradistinguished as they are so 
much from what is seen elsewhere, are perfectly 
fiiir points of remark for a fore%ner. 

Hie oMef source of the commercial and agticul-i 
tarsi profi^rity of Rochester is the Erie ciftnal, as 
that viDage is made the emporium of the rich agri^ 
Ifeukural districts bordering on the Geneseie river ; 
and its caj^^aOsis both send out and import a vast 
quantity of wheat, flour, beef and pork, pot and 
pearl ashes, whisky, and so on* In return for 
these articles, Roichest^ supplies the a^ac^nt 
isountry with all kinds of manufactured goods^ 
whi<^ are carried up by ike canal from New 
York. In proportion as the soil is brought into end- 
tivation, or subdued, to Use the^ldcol phrase, the 
^DOfimmers will become more numerous, and their 
means more ext^uive* Thus tike demands of the 
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«6arroiiiidi]]g^ counirjr miut go on augineiitiiig 
•pidlj, and along with them, both the imports and 
exports 4^ every kind will increase in proportion, 
^ere were in 1826 no less than 160 canal boats^ 
^irawn by 882 horses, owned by parson^ actually 
Te^iding in the Tillage, bendes nnmberless others 
belofiging to non-residents. 

Out of more than 80008ou1b in tins gigantic youn^f 
village^ there was not to be found 4n 1827 a angle 
grown-up person bom there, the oldest native not 
being then seventeen years of age. The popuk^ 
tion is composed principally of emigrants firom 
New England^ that is, from the States of Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Maine, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont. Some settiers are to be 
found from otiier parts of the Union; and these, 
together with a considerable number from Ger- 
many, England, Ireland, and Seotiand, and a few 
natives of Canads, Norway, and Switzerland, AvakQ 
up a very singular society. 

Much of all this prosperity may be traced to the 
cheapness of conveyance on the Erie Canal. The 
charge of transport for a barrel pf flour, which 
weighs 196 pounds^ from Rochester to ti^e Hud- 
son River, a distance iof 268 miles, in the firing 
and autumn, or,; as it is termed, the Fall, is one 
dollar, or about 48. 3d* In summer it is only three- 
quarters of a dollar} or pbout Ss, ^ Paastraiger^ 
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are carried in freight boat6 for "1^ cent, or about 
tiiree fartliings a-mile, exclusive of board, and 
travel about 60 miles in 24 hours. In %hp canal 
packets the fare, including all expenses, is gene- 
rally four cents, or about twopence per mile. The 
boats run day and night, and accomplish about 
80 miles in 24 hours. The cost for travelling by 
land in the stages, exclusive of boardj is three cents 
and a half per mile, or about a penny and three 
farthings. 
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CHAPTER V. 



On the 26iliof June 1827, we strolled through the 
village of Rochester, under the guidance of amost 
obliging and intelligent friend, a native of this part 
of the country . Every thing in this bustling phioc 
appeared to be in motion. The very streets seem- 
ed to be starting up of their awn accord, ready- 
made, and looking as fresh and new, as if they had 
been turned out of the workmen's hands tint an 
hour bef<M»— or that a great boxful of new houses 
had b^n sent by steam from New York, and tum- 
bled out on the half-cleared land. The canal banks 
were at some places still unturfed; the lime seem- 
ed hardly dry in the masonry of the aqueduct, in 
the bridges, and in the nimiberless' great saw-miUs 
and manufactories. In many of these buildings 
the people were at work below stairs, while at 
top the carpenters were busy nailing on the planks 
of the roof. 
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Some dwelKiigs were half painted, wfaHe the 
fbundations of others, within fire yak'ds' distance, 
were only beginning. I cannot say how manj^ 
churches, court-houses, jails, and hotels I counted^ 
«ll in motion, creeping upw&rds. Several streets 
were nearly finished, but had not as yet received 
their names; and many others were in tihe re- 
verse predicament, being named^ but Hot oOm4 
atkMiced,«*-their local habitation being mei^ely eog^ 
nified by lines of stakes. Here and. there we sai^ 
great warehouses, without window sashes, but half 
filled with goods, and furnished with hoisting 
erane% ready to fish up the huge pyramids of flour 
barrels, bales, and boxes lying in the streets. Iii 
the centre of the town the spire of a Presbyterian 
church rose to a great height, and on each side of 
the supporting tower was to be seen the dial-plate 
of a clock, of which the machinery, in the kurry- 
sknrry, had been left at New York. I need not 
say that these half-finished, whole-finished, and 
embryo streets were crowded with people, carts, 
stages, cattle, pigs, '&r beyond the reach of num- 
bers ;— and as all these were lifting up their voices 
together, in keeping with the clatter of hammers^ 
the ringing of axes, and the creaking of machinery, 
there was a fine concert, I assure you ! 

But it struck us that the interest of the town^ 
for it seems idle to call it a village, was subordi- 
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nate to titat of the suborbs. A few years ago the 
^hole of that |nrt of the coimtry wa^ covered with 
a dark silent forest, and even as it was^.^i^e could 
|iot proceed a mile in any direction except that of 
the hjgh-road, without coming full-butt against- the 
woods of time immemorial. When land is cleared 
for the purposes of cultivation, the sttunps al*e left 
standing for many years, firom its being easier, as 
well as more profitable in other respects, to plough 
round them, than to waste time and labour ^inroot^' 
ing them out, or burning them, or blowing them: 
up with gunpowder. But when a forest is level-^ 
led with a view to building a town in its place, a 
different system must of course be adopted. The 
trees must then be removed so6ner or later, ao- . 
cording to the means of the proprietor, or the ne-^ 
cessities of the case. Thus one man possessed of 
capital will clear his lot of the wood, and erect 
bouses, or even streets, across it ; while on his 
neighbour's land the trees may be still growing; 
And it actually occurredto us, several times, witii- 
in th^ immediate limits of the inhabited townitself, 
in stiiftets, too, where shops ivere opened, and aU 
sorts of business actually going on, that we had 
po drive first on one side, and then on the other, to 
avoid the stumps of an oak, or a hemlock, or a pkie« 
tree, staling us full* in tihie face, 
. On driving a little beyond the stre^ towarda 
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the woods; we came to a epace^ about an sicre in 
size, roughly enclosed, on the sununit of a gentle 
swell in the ground*. 
. " What ean this place be for ?" 

<< Oh," said my compaoion^ <^ that is the grave 
yard.'* 

*^ Grave yardr-what is that ?'' said I ; for I was 
quite adrift. 

** Why, Burdy,*' said he, ** you know wlwit a 
grave yard is ? It is a burying ground. All the 
inhabitants of the place are bttried there, whatever 
be. their pei'suasion. We don't use churchyards 
in America," . 

After we had gone about a mile from town the 
foifest thickened, we lost sight of every trace of a 
]mman dwelling, or of human- interference with 
nature in any shape* We stood conradeting yvbat 
^we should do next, when the loud crash of a fall-' 
log tree met our !e«rs. Our. friencBy guide was 
showing ^ the curiosities ofi the pliace, and was 
quite glad, he said, to have^lhis opportunity, of exf 
hibiting thb very first step in the process of town- 
making* After a zig-^zag scramUe amongst trees, 
which had been allowed to grow'19 and decay 
eentury after century, we came to a spot where 
three or four men were employed in clearing out 
ja street, as lliey declared, though any thing' more 
tike a slareet coold not well ba conewved. N&- 
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TarthehsBy'tliegTOiiiid in^BMtidii tetffaaiAy finrm- 
•dpsrtof thftplftnoftlibiaivn. It li^uLbeenchall^, 
edontbythe surveyors' stakes^ and some spectda* 
tors liavipg takehupthelots for immediate bnilA- 
ing, of ^iirse found it ne^essftry to open a street 
through tl^ woods, to affmrd a line of communi-: 
ealien with tlyi rest of the village. As fast as ike 
trees wenfB cut dowp, ibey were stripped cit their 
branches |«id &«wn off by 4>xen, s^wed into planks, 
or otherwise feshioQed to the purposesof bidli&ig 
without one moment^s delay. Tliare was litde or 
no ezaggeratiDn^ iheriifore^ in soppOong with our 
friend, that the same fir wUch might be itravii^ 
about in foil life and vigour in the morning, should 
be cut down, dragged into daylight, squared, ftii^ 
med, and before ni^t, be hoisted up to mikkea beam 
or rafter to some tavern, <»r factory, or store, aft iM 
ooma* of a street, which tarenty-four hours betoe 
had esiated only ^n paper, and yet wMch migHt 
be con^leted, from end to end, within a week stflUiiv 
wards. 

On our way back again- to the carriagCy whi^ 
had been left standing in the avtnae, or nidk cut 
for the road in the forest, we fdl^ifi'iidth a g^itl»- 
man on horseb^k^ rifle in hand^ saUd bearing, in 
testimony of his successful sport, a large bunch <^ 
wSd pigeons andi^eek-^kinned black |l|Dkr^, tied 
4o his saddle-bow. HehadbeengunniHgyheteU 
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Tis^'for a couple of hours ; m Ae course ^f whlek 
time, he had first lost hk horse, and in looking for 
it, had missed his marks, and so of oourserlost him^ 
8elf« ^^ And now,*' continued the sportcanan, ^ that 
I am fairly out of the diicket, I am almost as niudi 
at a loss as I was before. For," continued he, jefi^ 
iogly to our companion, ^* you liaFe been getting 
up such a heap of new work here, a man does not 
know the land from day to day. You have placed 
such a lot of taverns and houses on the skirts of 
the forest; so many lime-kihis, grocery stores, and 
what not, fflde by side, or jumbled altogether, 
.amongst the trees, that, for the life of -me, I don't 
know scarcdy where I haye got to, more than I 
did a while ago when straying amongBt the trees 
sfter my horse." 

After our new acquaintance had rode on, I ask^^ 
«d who he was. My Mend desired me to guess; 
I thought it might be the baker? the butchw? die 
aitcorney? the bookseller? <^ No ! no I none^ of 
these." The mason? said I, or some sndi indis^ 
pensable personage ? ^^ No*^you are still wrong.'! 
'Had I guessed all night, I neyer should have 
thought of naming the daninng master !. but S9 it 
.wa«. After laughing a little, I don't know well 
why, I acknowledged myself well pleasM to have 
witnessed so undeniable a symptom of refinement 
peeping Qut amongttt the rugg^ manniSTB pf the 
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JUrM^. . I ftpokethiis not dkrespectfhlly — qnife the 
contrary. ' At first siglit,* indeed, it woidd iseeitt, 
tlurt where people art «, intensely busy, their h*. 
bits nvost almost necessarily, according to all ana- 
logy, partake in some d^ree of tlie unpolished na- 
ture of thdr occupations, and, consequently, they 
miist be more or less insensible to the Tsdue of such 
refinements. I was therefore glad to see so good 
u proof, as far as it went, of my being in error. 

There is a pang, howeYer,it must be honestly <9on- 
fessed, which sometimes accompanies the wnmcb- 
jng out of an establidb^ed ojnnion, which goes, at 
the moipent, to the very soul of a disputant ; but 
if the operation be a&ditly per fo rmed, it is follow- 
ed by more than a correspondent relief. ' A good 
riddance is made of what was liot only useless^ 
but worse than useless— positiyely injurious— by 
preventhig the due operation' of sounder and bet- 
ter thoughts in the neighbourhood. 

^ In traipyiing-^to be a little less enigmatical— it 
is not always easy to find* operators of adequate 
skill; and we are apt to be^ as much injured by in- 
ierested and dishonest quacks, as relie^d of our 
prejudices by men of talents, knowledge, fSaimess, . 
Imtl good sense— -« rare combination \ no that,*utf- 
less'the bbserver'S' mental constitution be good, he 
will be very liable to choose those remedies which 
only tend to palliate the disorder. For i^y parf^ 



V. : 



tTKITED STATES. 167 

I acknowledge fairly, that after some eaq^erieiuse 
in the embarrassing science of travellings I haya 
often been so much ont of homoio' with the people 
amongst whom Iwas wandering, that I haye most 
perversely derived pleasure from meeting things to 
find fanltwith; and very often, lam ashamed to say^ 
ifrhen asking for information, have detected that my 
"Wish was ratherto prove my bri^nal and plrejndicM 
conceptions right, than to discover that I had pre- 
vioiidy done the people injustice. The melancholy 
truth is, that when once we exjnress any opinions^ 
especially if we use strong terms for that purpose^ 
a sort of parental fondness springs up for the off- 
spring of our lips, and we are ready to defend them 
€or no better reason than because we gave them 
|>irth. Travellers, therefore, and others, should 
he caiatious how they bring such a fine family of 
opinions into the -world, which they can neither 
*maintain respeetably, nor get rid of without a cer- 
tain d^ree of inconsistency, genoully painful, anfl 
-sometimes ridiculous. 

' On the 27 th of June we left Bochester, and trar 
veiled about 30 miles on what is called the Ridge 
Hoad, which runs along the summit of a gently 
slofdng bank of sand and gravel, supposed to haTe 
formed, in some remote era of the globe, the beach 
of Lake Ontario, to the southern margin of which 
it ia very nearly parallel, though .a hundred feet 
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loghcr in leyelymnd at present distant Srom it Hg^l 
m ten piles. This ridge fornis the southern ter** 
minalion to a flat, or Tcry moderately inclined belt 
of conntry, cnce probably the bottom of the lake, 
aboTO the general leyel of vbich flat district this 
^ beach rises to Ilia height of Id or 30 feet The 
silopeof the south side of the ridge is mudiateeper 
than that of the north which fiusea the lake. In 
4J|]9 respect it resembles very much the natmral 
•embankments which I have seen in many different 
^MHSoaatsandahores of lakes, where the combined 
jictHm of the wind and water had formed eler^ 
tions aloii^ the beadi, with a back-water, as it is 
called, lying behind them. This takes j^ace on the 
shores of Malabar, on Ae western side of the penin* 
aula of India; and I saw something like it on thf 
western shores of Lake Ontario; <l¥i recalt of 
causes now in actual operation. ^ 

There are two points to be att^ided to k^aB 
such enquiries ; one is, to establish, on reaflCWlble 
grounds, that die phenomenon we see before ua 
has lieen formed in the way we suppose; and:the 
other is, to account for what has happened sin^e^ 
I have scarcely the shadow of a doubt, nor can I 
ccmceive how any person acquainted with such 
things can hasre any doubt, about the ridge in qnea* 
tion having been at one time the beach of ]Liake 
Ontario^ when it stood at a higher level than It 
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now does. But the step which the imagination 
has to make froni this conyiction) across the inter- 
mediate period, down to the present day, is ^gan- 
tic indeed* 

Such eyidences of the changes which the sur- 
face of the earth has undergone, are well calculated 
not only to fill us with admiration, but, by carry- 
ing us back, irresistibly, to those remote ages, 
\diich it makes the mindx giddy to look into, to 
rouse our curiosity, to the highest pitch, and aJb 
once to. gratify and to disappoint us. The poetical 
<n:eations of fancy, on the other hand, however skil- 
foUy combined, are nothing but dreams ; and al- 
though they often excite us in a very pow;erful man« 
ner, they must always produce effects of a charac- 

m 

ter totally distinct from those left by a contempla- 
tion of such tangible, actually existing examples 
of the workings of tinte, and of those powers to 
\^hich we see no limit. To commonplace, eyeryi- 
day expmence, this ridge road, viewed without 
reference to its geological history, offers nothing 
to the observation of a traveller more than a better 
carriage way than he has seen for some days past. 
But when his imagination, conducted by legitimate 
reasoning, is brought to bear upon it, a glorious 
chain of events in the revolution of the Earth's 
surface is made apparent. The order-and degree 
of all the circumstances are placed so palpably 
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before him, tbat he can ahnost fancy himself staad- 
ing on the banks of the lake in its ancient state, 
ready to witness the disruption of that immense 
barrier of which all traces are now gone, but 
which, at one period, must haye confined the wa- 
ter at a leyel sufficiently high to submerge a great 
part of the «irto«ndiiig coutinent. 

The sun had set before we reached the Tillage 
of Ridgeway , close to Oak Orchard Creek, and the 
twilight overtook me before I had rigged up die 
Camera Lucida, to make a sketch of a very wiUU 
looking, cleared space of ground* While I was 
poring over the paper, and straining my eyes to 
snake the most of the ebbing light, I heard a knot 
of the Tfflaprs di-cuMing a qoertion of law, or ». 
ther of police. ' The point at issue was the propriety 
of arrestiiig a person who had bailed another man. 
The principal, that is to say the debtor, had been 
within thecreditor^s reach ; but as he — ^the debtor«-*- 
was known to be insolvent, he was allowed to es^ 
cape ; after which the bondsman was laid hold of^ 
and from him, a inan of snhrtance, the money wa. 
recovered. There was more Idw in the discussion 
than I could follow ;-^and I sappose it was my ig« 
norance which made me wonder that two opinions 
could be held on such a point. 

At a pause in the argument, one of the party 
g;ot up and said, < < I think as there is a strange lady 
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and gentleman here sitting amongst ns, we should 
be entertaining them much better by giving them 
a song, than by discussing a long story about the 
practice of the law. — What say you, Mir Bottum ?" 
The person he addressed, caught eagerly at tfa« 
opportunity of enacting any part that was in re- 
quest, and without the customary airs and graces of 
singers, immediately struck up, "as 'twere any 
nightingale," what might be called a psalm-tune in 
SL minor key, and gave us an amusing song of his 
own composition. I regret that I have not room 
for the whole production, as it is AiU'of, local alia*, 
sions which might somewhat help on my own story* 
Hie lac^ stanza ran as follows :— 

' *' Tom Bottiim of Oak Orchard has pointed out the way, 
To dress yoursdyes in splendour, the richest and the gay ; 
You may dress in foUika and satins without the least of fear. 
For hell heep a^making silk yet these hundreds of years." 

The auth<»*, it thus appeared, was not only a 
manufacturer of verses, but a manufacturer of silk, 
and something also of an agriculturist ; for, with the 
characteristic activity of his country, he had Him- 
self introduced the mulberry tree and the silk- 
worm; and having instructed his family in the art 
of rearing^hem, speedily set the whole village a- 
winding and weaving. Our merry friend's poetry, 
therefore, carried with it, besides its other recom- 
mendations, the novelty of historical truth to grace 
its inspiration. 
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It SO rarely happens that one meets with such' 
universal geniuses— except in a play — ^that I can-* 
not deny myself the pleasure of giving one more 
graphic stanza of tMs worthy handicraftsman's 
song, before bidding him good-by. 

" Here's sport for tiie hant^mau, his dog^ ^nd Us gmi. 

Start a deer on the Ridge, to Ontario htm nm. 

Whilst the fionoMr with his bntcbai's Imife Is Mii|^ vp th^ 



So there's sport for the hnntSBan these hundreds of yean.** 

On the 28th of June, we proceeded to Lockport, 
a stra^ling, busy, wooden village, with the Erie 
canal cutting it in two, and hundreds of pigs, : 
stage-coaches and waggons, occupying the crowded 
streets ; while a curious mixture of listlessness and. 
bustle characterized the appearance of the inha- 
.bitants. 

Lockport is celebrated over the United States 
as the site of a double set of canal locks, admirably 
executed, side by side, five in each, one for boats 
going up, the' other for those coming down the 
canal. The original level of the rocky table-^Iand 
about Lockport is somewhat, though not mtlch^ 
higher than the surface of lake Erie, from which 
it is distant, by the line of the canal, about thirty 
utiles. In order to obtain the advantage .of having 
such an inexhaustible reservoir as Lake Erie for a 
feeder to the canal, it became necessary to cut down 
the top of the ridge on which Lockpprt st^ds, to 
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. bring the canal level somewhat below that of the 
lake. For this purpose, a magnificent excavation, 
called the Deep Cutting, several miles in length, 
with an averisige depth of twenty-five feet, was made 
through a compact, horizontal limestone stratum—- 
a work of great expense and labour, and highly 
creditable to all parties concerned. 

. . The Erie canal is 363 miles in length, 40 feet 
wide at the surface, 28 at bottom, and four feet j^^^ 

' deep. There are 83 locks of masonry, each 90 feet ^^f^gt^ 

' long by 15 wide. The elevation of Lake Erie above 

the Hudson at Albany, is about 555 feet ; but the 

lockage up and down on the whole voyage Is 662 

feet. . 

This great work, which was commenced on the 

• 4th of July 1817, was completed in eight years and 
. four months, and cost about nine millions and a 
. half of dollars, or somewhat more than two mil- 
lions sterling. A considerable sum has been since 
expended annually in repairing ofcasional breaches, 
and in rendering various parts more substantial 

• than was thought necessary at first. These expen- 
ses were always calculated upon ; but it was con- 

- sidered an object of primary importance in every 
point of view, to open the canal, firom end to end, 
and bring it into actual use, as soon as posri^ble ; 
even though some parts of it might not have been 
completed with the utmost degree of perfection. 
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The result lA^^^ed the wimIcmdb^ of Holm pr<N^eediBg, 
. «s the Feeeipts from the tolls haye greatly exeeisd- 
. ed the antieipalied amount ; and aceoidiDgLy hse^e 
faraished the canal commissioners Trith adequate 
iqeans for hringing Ute whole into the proper con- 
dition. "PTopegty of eyery fciiid has risen in Talne^ 
as might have be^ expected, in all those parts of 
the oonn^ throngfa which the canal passes, and a 
yBstrincrease,bothof exports and imports, has talcen 
plaee in those sectioms of the state which lie h»- 
tween the Hudson and thelakes, all tending to in- 
crease the wealth and importance of the Slate «f 
New York. 

But the example of this successful experimait 
has, Isuspect,donesomenuschief intherestof the 
American States t for it has set a*going a mnUi!- 
tude of projects, many of which, I am conTinced^ 
qan s#<irer answer any good purpo6.e^ except to sacii 
sp^ukitors as m«y haye sold their original dwres 
at apremium, and then hadked out of the scrape, 
p^retty much as many o{ the j(Hnt stock conlpany 
jobbers did in England in 18S5. It would be in- 
yidious, and perhaps rather tiresome, to describe 
the numerous abor^ye schemes for canals and rail. 
road%whicli the success of this great workbas set 
on foot, particularly as oppwtunitie^ ot toudik^ 
upon Ihem will occur as we go ^n* 

In the state of Ohio, howeyer, which £bs to ihe 
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soiiih-westward of ibe^ State of New York, and 
Jias Lake Erie for its northern boundary, great, 
and I think well-bestowed efforts, have been made 
by the inhabitants, to take advantage of their pe- 
.onliar situation, and to co-operate with, rather than 
.to rival, their sister state. By means of canals 
stretching from the very centreof that fertile region, 
tbey can now send their produce to Lake Erie; 
from whence it may enter the grand canal at Buf- 
lalo, and so find its way to Lockport, Rochester, 
and Albany^ and from thence its course to the sea 
at New York down the Hudson, is an affair of a 
few hours. On the other hand, if the southern 
market is deemed preferable by the inhabitants of 
the state alluded to, they' may send their produce 
by canals into the river Ohio, which joins the Mis- 
sissippi, and thus it will fioat swiftly down to New 
Orleans. The voyage, indeed, looks long on the 
map ; but it is speedily accomplished, even without 
steam, as we had opportunities of seeing towards 
the end of our journey. 

I have alluded just now only to exports of home 
produce ; but the same facilities, or nearly the same, 
are afforded for the importation of goods by the 
channels that serve as fimnels to pour out the nar 
tive riches of the interior on the rest of the world. 

There is yet another and very important chan- 
nel through which the State alluded to — Ohi< 
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as well as the other countries bordering on any of 
the tq^r lakes, may probably find it for their ad- 
Tsntage to send off their exports, and to receive 
back their hnports. I mean the - Welland Canal, 
cut across the Isthmus of Niagara in Upper Ca- 
nada, which, by uniting Lake Erie with Lake On- 
tario, affords a communication between the western 
lakes and the sea, either through the riyer St Law- 
rence, or by the Oswego Canal to Syracuse, imd 
thence by the Grand Canal to the fori of New- 
York. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



On the 29th of June 182T, we went from Lock*^ 
port to the Falls of Niagara, which infinitely ex* 
ceeded our anticipations. I think it right to b^n 
with this explicit statement, because I do not re- 
member in any instance in America, or in Eng^ 
land, when this subject was broached, that the first 
questionSias not been, ^* Did the Falls answer your 
expectations ?" 

The best answer on this subject I remember to 
have heard of, was made by a gentleman who had 

♦ 

just been at Niagara, and on his return was ap* 
pealed to by a party he met on the way going to 
the Falls, who naturally asked him if he thought 
they would be disappointed. " Why, no," said he ; 
" net unless you expect to witness the sea coming 
down, from the moon !" 

On our way to the Falls we had one view, and 
that merely a glimpse, of Lake Ontario, through 
a wide opening in the trees, on the top of a rising 

h2 
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ground. That enonnons sheet of water, whieh is 
one hundred and seventy miles long, had none of 
those appearances of a lake, familiar as such to our 
eyes. I was prepared "to ^xpect something like the 
sea, but was surprised, though I don't know very 
well why, by discovering it to be so precisely simi* 
lar to the ocean. It had the same deep blue tint, 
and possessed all the appearance of bdundless ex- 
tent. Between the spot where we stood, and the 
sotttb-westem maigin of the lake, there lay a belt 
of flat country, eight or ten miles in width, matted 
thickly with the untouched forest, and nearly as 
striking as the grand lake itself. This wooded 
ground was quite smooth, nearly horizontal, and 
had probably in ancient times formed the bottom 
of the lake, when the ridge before spoken of was 
the beach. In casting t^e eye over this vast extent 
of forest, not the slightest inequality of surface 
could be distinguished. The foliage, indeed, ap- 
peared to cling to the ground like a rich, mottled 
sort of dress, or carpet 

The river Niagara which flows from Lake Erie 
into Lake Ontario, is imlike any other river diat 
I know of. It is a full-grown str^im at the first 
moment of its existence, and is no larger at its 
mouth than at its source. Its whole length is about 
thirty-two miles, one-half of which is above the 
Falls, and the other half lies between them and 
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Lake Ontario. During tibe first part of its coursei 
or that above the tremendous soene alluded to, this 
celebrated river slips quii^tly along Qut of Lake 
Erie, nearly at the level of the surrounding fiat 
country. So nearly so, indeed^ that if by any of 
those chances which swell other rivers, but have no 
effect here, we could suppose the^Niagara to rise 
perpendicularly eight or ten feet, the adjacent 
portion of Upper Canada on the west, and of the 
State of New York on the east, would be laid un«* 
der water. 

After the river passes over the Falls, however, 
its character is immediately and conipletely chan- 
ged. It tlien runs furiously along the bottom of 
a deep, wall-sided valley, or huge trench, which 
aeems to have been cut into the horizontal strata 
of the limestone rock by the continued action of 
the stream during the lapse of ages. The cliffs on 
both sides are at most places nearly perpendicu- 
lar, without any interval being left between the 
cliffs and the river, or any roimding of the edges 
at the top; and a rent would seem a more appro- 
priate term than a valley. Above the Falls, there- 
fore, that is, between them and Lake Erie, it will 
be understood, there is literally no valley at all ; 
as the river flows with a gentle current, and al- 
most flush, as seamen call it, or level with the 
banks ; — while below the cataract, the bed of the 
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river Hes so deep in the earth, that a straoger^ un* 
prepared for these peculiarities, is not aware of 
there being any break at all in the ground, till he 
comes within a few yards of the very edge:<^ the 
preci^ce. In point of fact we did drive for some 
distance on the American side of the valley or 
ravine of Niagara, across which we were lookii^, 
all the while, at the scenery in Canada, without 
knowing it, and without being in the least degree 
conscious that, such a strong natural line of de- 
marcation was interposed between us and that 
province. 

But the river at the place where we first saw 
it, four miles north of the Falls, instead of 'slippng 
along quietly, finds its way with great impetuosity 
towards Lake Ontario, over a steep rocky bed, 
80 as to form one of the most formidable of those 
well4aiown torrents caUed Bapids; this parti- 
cular one being called, par excellence, the Devil's 
Hole. 

The first glimpse we got of the great Fall, was at 
the distance of about three miles below it, from the 
right or eastern bank of the river. Without attempt- 
ing to describe it, I may say that I felt at the mo- 
ment quite sure no subsequent examination, whe- 
ther near or remote, could ever remove, or even 
materally weaken, the impression left by this first 
view. 
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From the time we discovered the stream, and 
especially after coming within hearing of the catar 
ract, our expectations were of course wonnd up to 
the highest pitch. Most people, I suppose, in the 
courseof their lives, must, on some occasion or other, 
have found themselves on the eve of a momentous 
occurrence ; and by recalling what they experien- 
ced at that time, will perhaps understand better 
what was felt, than I can venture to describe it. I 
remember myself experiencing something akin to it 
at St Helena, When waiting in Napoleon's outer 
room, under the consciousness that the tread which 
I heard was from tiie foot of the man who, a short 
while before, had roved at will over so ^eat a 
portion of the world; ibut whose range was now 
Confined to a few chambers— and that I was se- 
parated from this astonishing person, only by a 
door, which was just about to open. ^ So it was 
with Niagara. I knew that at the next turn of 
die road, I should behold the most splendid sight 
on earth, — the outlet to those mighty reservoirs, 
which contain, it is said, one-half of the fresh wa- 
ter on the surface of our planet. 

I remember very early in life, having amused 
myself by anticipating the pleasure I was to re- 
ceive from travelling, and set my heart, in a par- 
ticular manner, upon seeihg a certain number of 
remarkable olijects in various comers of the globe. 
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Niagara, ^ ccmrfie, always occupied a piiniaipal 
8tatioii in this list, from which it has been my 
good fbrtime to strike o£F the greater number. It 
may look a little paradoxical perhaps, but never-^ 
theless it is quite true, that while I have very 
rarely been disa^winted, thii^ have in no in- 
stance been found exactly what they were looked 
for. The reality, however, has generally much 
exceeded the expectation. Sometimes, though not 
often, this excess of performance over promise has 
followed at once, even when the antidipations have 
been very high. But in most cases it has reqmred 
time and careful study to understand, as weH as to 
feel how much fisffther t&e actual presence of the 
wonders of nature can carry our thoughts, than 
any previous unassisted conceptions can raise 
them. 

On first comipg to a scene so stupendous and 
varied as that of Niagara, the attention is embar- 
rassed by the crowd of new objects ; and it always 
requires a certain d^ree of time to arrange the 
images which are suggested, before they can be 
duly appreciated. Any new knowledge, it must 
be recollected, of whatever kind, in order to be 
useful, requires to be combined with what we have 
previously gained, not for the idle purpose of draw- 
ing offensive comparisons— -its too frequent a]^- 
cation-*but wifli a view to the purificaticm of our 
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own tlioi]glit% ud die expukioii of enxn% fUMl 
narrowing prejudices, whieh light upon ns wHh 
the qnietness of thistle down, hut oling like burs, 
go where we will, or see what we may. 

In our ordinary progress through the world, it 
may be remarked, we aequire new ideas so gradu** 
ally, and allow them to mix with the old ones to 
silently, that we are often uiiconscious of the 
change, and find it difficult to trace the steps, by 
which the transition has been effected, from a worse 
to a better informed state of mind* It is quite, 
otherwise, however, when we are brought sudd^n*- 
ly up to such an extenfflTc combination of new cir** 
cumstances as we find crowded together at Niap< 
gara, {cur example, or at Teneriffe, or at Canton. 
It then becomes absolutely necessary to the right 
application of this deluge of new facts, that we 
should make ourselyes familiar with them by re* 
peated and leisurely observation ; and by teaching 
lis how to disentangle one circumstance in the 
pcture from another, allow each to take its pro- 
per place in our minds, side by side, or to amal- 
gamate with the results of previous experience. 

If this process be necessary in the case of a 
person who has actually reached the presence of 
such objects, it will easily be seen how impossible 
it must be for hun to describe, to the satisfiu;tion 
of others, those things which, with all his local ad- 
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TBntages, it costs him a long while to c6mp]^i!beiid» 
or to make any proper nse of. 

Even on ibe spot, it is probaUe that die obser* 
ver himself takes correct notice of a small part only 
oiF the ohjects presented to his view. Those, how- 
erer, which he does remark, straightway suggest 
images in his mind, suitahle to his own particnlar 
character, and of course essentially modified by the 
peculiar circumstances of his past life. Now, if we 
suppose it possible that he could describe, with 
what is called perfect or graphic fidelity, both the 
facts themselves which strike his senses, and the 
ideas which arise in his mind from a contempla- 
tion o( them, the chances are still infinitely against 
these recorded conceptions being found suitaUe to 
the minds of his different readers. At the very 
best, the ideas suggested to others by his descrip^ 
tions, must inevitably be feeble and incomplete in^ 
compaxbonwitlihisown. For, it must always be 
remembered that his impresinons are not produced 
by the observation of a series of details, considered^ 
onie after another,— the only method in which a 
reader can view them, — but are stamped upon his 
mind and feelings at the moment, by the whole in 
combination. The process of reading a descrip- 
tion, in short, is like that of taking a telescope to 
pieces, and looking at the distant object through 
each separate lens, — ^instead of making them all 
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beJBT^^n oae another by appropriate a^nstments 
in the tube. 

There is absolutely no remedy for this but a jour- 
ney to the place, and the superior enjoyment of the 
traveller on such occasions is the reward which he 
gathers for the privations of the road* Neverthe- 
less, this laborious experiment will not always an- 
swer ; for many persons, even when looking at 
these, falls, are as much disappointed as the man 
who expected to imderstand a book by putting on 
spectacles, though he had tiever learnt to read. 

The commonplace masdm, therefore, so frequent- 
ly rung in the ears of traveUei^, not to attempt 
what is called description, but to tell what their 
own genuine feelings are upon these occasions, 
must often fail to produce any effect, purely from 
the absence of that kindred sympathy, which' no 
writer can, or oug^t to suppose extends, in his own 
case, beyond the circle of friends to whom his habits 
of thinking axe weU known. Even if he could 
reckon upon a larger audience who should under- 
stand him, the probability is, he would not advance 
his object much. 

The task of description, therefore, as a substi- 
tute for travelling, is quite hopeless ; for it appears 
there is an utter impossibility of bringing the lead- 
ing circumstances with sufficient correctness of 
drawing, and in a body, before the imi^nation of 
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Ae reader. And if the aetnal observer eonld, "by 
any art, accomplish this, still he wotdd find it im^ 
poseiUe to impart an adequate portion of those re* 
mote imagea, and of those vague and boundless a»* 
•ociatioBB with oilier scenes of his past travels, to 
wkodi, of course, no woids can do justice, but 
which form the bond of upion in all cases among 
his thoughts, and often contain, inthinn8elve8-«^« 
moat vrithout beii^ seen— a great part of the sum 
and substance of his pl»snre« In such a harvest 
of curiosity, therefore, the pilgrim has f<»* his pains 
the advantage ct reaping the whole crc^ ; while 
those who receive his information at second hand 
on his return, must be content with staeh glean* 
ings as may drop from his stores as samples of die 
fertility of the distant land. 

I have been led by the superior interestand im^ 
portance of Niagara to apply these ohservaticns 
chiefly to tfiat wonderftd scene ; but am of <^« 
nion that they might apply with equal force to 
most other circumstances which rise up bi every 
man's path who goes from home. All he can hope 
to do, therefore, I fear, is to sketch with fidelity 
the outlines of what he sees, and leave his drawings 
to be filled up by Ibe vark>us ^spositions, and &s 
dSfierent d^rees of knowledge, of Ms readei« ; each 
one being left to colour tbe picture according to bla 
own taste or fiincy* 
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It 18 CWOU9 to see with Iiow muelrctoeiK^, M 
aU events mpre engrossing interest^ we attend- to 
our own private, domestiq concerns, than to the 
grandest spectacles which the world presents. A£^ 
ter reaching the Falls, we had still enough of day- 
light to take a hasty. view of them before going to 
l>ed j and whether it was owing to the jolting of 
the roughest of rough roads, or to the fatigue of 
oyer-excited admiration, I do not know, but I soon 
popped into a profound sleep, in spite of all the 
roaring close at hand. About 2 o'clock in the 
morning, while I was dreaming of one particular 
part of the TbHO^ called the Horse Shoe, which had 
struck me as being more peculiarly solemn than 
-all the rest put together, I was awakened by*a fee- 
ble cry from my little girl, who seemed to me, by 
some strange confusion, from which I could not 
^sentangle her, to be struggling' with the torrent. 
I started up in horror, but found that nothing more 
«erious had occurred than the oversetting of the 
Jamp. The darkness, added to the luiusual rumbling 
M€idQ of the watcorfall alarmed the child to such a 
degree, that I could by no means soothe her, and I 
set ofFin quest of a light. In gro{dng along the pass- 
jages, I came accidentally to an open window in 
the back part of the house, where my ear was 
arrested by the loud splashing noise of the rapids 
above the Falls, dashing past, immediately under 
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the Yerandali* The deep sound of the more dis- 
tant cascade was also heard, fiur louder, and quite 
different in kind from that of the rapids. For the 
first time I hecame conscious of the full magnifi- 
cence of the scene. 

The night was very dark, though the stars were 
out, twinkling and flashing oyer the cataract; and 
there rose a damp, earthy smell from the ground, 
as if the dew had been settling heavily upon it; or 
perhaps it might be the spray from the Falls. There 
was not the slightest breath of wind to shake the 
drops from the leaves, and I stood for some time 
endeavouring to recollect what I had met with be- 
fore, which resembled this. The hollow sound of 
the surf at Madras was at length brought to my 
thoughts, as the nearest thing to iL 

Quite forgetting my errand, I allowed myself to 
be carried away to the other side of the globe, in 
a mysterious sort of half sleeping, half waking, but 
very delightful reverie — ^when, all at once, a fresh 
cry firom the impatient young traveller made me 
sensible how much Ae sound of her littie T<Hce» 
properly pitched, was an overmatch even for the 
thunders of Niagara. 

The Falls are divided into two parts by Goat 
Island, on which we passed tl)ie greater part of the 
next day, sketching with the Camera, and strain- 
ing our eyes till the sight became almost painful. 
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We Wfdked round' the ialstad several times in the 
course of the day, and thougH it affords a great 
variety of admirable views of the Falls, and also 
of the rapids, both on the American and on ike 
English sides of the river, we always found our- 
selves drawn back irresistibly to the Great Horse 
Shoe, where the largest portion of the stream 
passes over a concave edge, and where, from its 
depth, I suppose, it acquires a deep green colour, 
seen at no other part of the cascade ; almost all 
the rest being nearly snow-white. 

In hunting for similes to describe what we saw. 
and heard, we were quite agreed that the sound 
of the Falls most nearly resembles that of a grist 
mill, of large dimensions. There is precisely the 
same incessant, rumbling, deep, monotonous sound, 
accompanied by the tremour which is observable, 
in a building where many pairs of millstones are 
at work. This tremulous effect extends to the dis- 
tance of several hundred yards from the river ; but 
is most conspicuous on Goat Island, which stands 
in the centre between the two Falls. 

The noise of the rapida is also loud, but much 
sharper ; and varies a good deal with the situation 
of theJistener. We were walking one day along 
a path in the woods on the island, at some dis- 
tance from the great cataract, and there, it struck 
me, the sound of the rapids, resembled not a little 
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the noise caused by a heavy shower of ram on the 
leaves of a forest, in a calm. 

The scenery in the nei^bourhood of Niagara 
has, in itself, little or no interest, and has been 
rendered still less attractive by the ^ecti<m of 
hotels, paper manofactories, saw-mills, and nnme* 
rons other raw, staring, wooden edifices. Perhaps 
it is quite as well that it should be so ; because 
any scenery which should be in keeping with the 
grand object which gives its character to this won- 
derful spot, would, in all probability, diminish the 
efiect produced by its standing entirely on its own 
merits. On this principle, I remember being made 
sensible, when looking at the temples of Psestum^ 
how much the effect was heightened by their be- 
ing placed on a plain, finr from trees, mountipns, 
or_ houses. 

It has been ssdd, that there is always something 
about a bridge which interests, more or less. If it 
be not picturesque in itself, it may be curious in its 
structure; or high; or long; or maypossess some*^ 
thing or other to attract notice. At all events, die 
bridge which connects the main American shore 
with Goat Island is one of the most singular pieces 
of engineering in the world, and shows, not only 
much skill and ingenuity, but boldness of thought 
in its projector, the owner of the island. It is be- 
tween six and seven hundred feet in length, and 
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is thrown across one of the worst parts of the ra- 
pids, not more than fifky yards above the crest of 
the American Fall. It is made of wood, and con* 
sists of seven straight portions, resting on wooden 
piers so contrived as to have perfect stabUity, al- 
though the foundation on which they rest is ex* 
tremely unequal. The bed of ihe river at thai 
place is covered with rounded and angular stones, 
varying from the size of a wheel-barrow to that of 
a stage-coach, and either lying side by side, or piled 
in heaps ; so that while the tops of some of ihtsm 

m 

reach within a foot or two of the sur&ce, others 
lie at the depth of twelve or fifteen feet. Along 
this rugged and steep bottom, the river dashes in 
a torrent covered with breakers and foam, at the 
rate of six or seven miles an hour, making a noise 
not unlike that of the sea on a shallow le^ge of 
rocks. Without the assistance of drawings, how- 
ever, I fear it would scarcely be possible to render 
intelligible any account of this extraordinary work, 
which has added much to the interest of Niagara^ 
by giving visitors the command of many points of 
view altogether inaccessible before. 

I had the satisfaction of walking over the whole 
of Goat Island one day with the propirietor, who 
seemed unaffectedly desirous of renda*ing it an 
agreeable place of resort to strangers. He had been 
recommended, he told me, by maay people, to trim 
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and dress it; to clear away most of the woods; 
and by all means to extirpate every one of the 
crooked trees. I expressed my indignation at such 
a barbarous set of proposals, and tried hard to ex^ 
plain how repugnant they were to all our notions 
of taste in Europe. His ideas, I was glad to see, 
appeared*to coincide with mine; so that this con- 
versation may have contributed, in some degree, to 
the salvation of tbe most interesting spot in all 
America. 

On his asking me what I thought he should 
do, I took the liberty of advising him to let na- 
ture' alone as to the trees ; to. make a gravel walk 
all round the island, broad enough for three per- 
sons to walk abreast ; to open little paths in the 
direction of the best situations for seeing the Falls, 
and having put down half a dozen commodious 
seats at the said points, to leave all the rest to the 
choice of the worthy tourists themselves. I had 
almost forgotten to mention that some one had seri- 
ously urged him to place a great tavern inmiediate- 
ly over the Horse Shoe Fall; but, for the present 
at least, his own good taste revolted at such a com- 
bination of the sublime and tiie ridiculous. I have ' 
little doubt, however, that this descent, which' we 
know from high authority and example costs but 
one step, will be made in the course of time. 

On the evening of the same day we drove to^ 
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wards Lake Ontario for six or seyen miles on: the 
right bank of the Niagara, and then crossed over 
to the Canada shore at Queenstown, and found 
ourselves once more in his Majesty's dominions, 
after having passed six weeks in the United States, 
This interval, though short, had been so busy, that- 
it appeared very long. The effect I speak of may 
have been increased, perhaps, by the circumstance 
of the people amongst whom we had mixed all 
thinking, speaking, acting, and feeling so very dif- 
ferently from those of our own country ; with just 
sufficient resemblance in external appearance to 
force those comparisons upon our notice, which,* 
in a country totally dissimilar in language and 
manners, such as France or Spain, it would never 
have occurred to us to draw. It was curious, in- 
deed, to observe how great a change in many of 
the most essential particulars of national charac- 
ter, and customs, and appearance, a short half-mile 
— ^a mere imaginary geographical division — could 
make. The air we breathed seemed different, the 
skV) the land, the whole scenery, appeared to be 
altered; and I must say, that of all the changes 1 
have ever made in a life of ceaseless locomotion, 
I have seldom been conscious of any transition 
from one country to anotHw more striking than, 
this. , 
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Cloi^ to th^ S9»% wh^fe we UnM- iu Gaaidi^ 
tli«9 «taii4» a mpnoQieBt to tli^.pIhmt.GeiiiiriE 
Brock, whp W90 lolled diiHiigJlMiliatde of Quecpi^* 
iowiia IB tb« iM^t of repeUtAg im Hi3WQQii^ A^ 
tier by tlAe AiMFieiAB during the late waff At Hm 
baaa of the colmnn we found: two pieiB ytotidnift 
and I laifl ^ ^^^ ^^ thm), ^^I a«a aur^ yoa aroM^ 
Eogliab 8<4£er ?'-*<^ I am a Seoteh ona^ «r/* 
said h^ ^< whidby I hope, is no wocaa*" I waa 
the la«« deposed to gaUway -tlu% from deteetiiig 
in my fi;ieiid'a dkJeet tba '^ patois" of my iiatiw 
town, Edmbiir^ The view firom the top of iha 
monomeiit extended far over Lake Ontario^ aa4 
showed* us the windings of the liiagaras throi^ 
the low and wooded conntry ^ddoh hanga like • 
rich.green fringe along the sonihem sUrtaof t)MKt 
gl^t sheet of wat». 

. By the time we reaohed F<«8yth's b99 da^a In 
the Ffdla <NQL iha Bngliah side, we had haidy ligjlil 
^j^aogh 1^ to sea the eotaraet from the halfony 
of omr bedroom — distant fr<Mii it, in a straight linai 
notA couple of hjmdred yards* I cannot bring ]iqr<< 
self to attempt a4y description of the pleasipvo whicti 
wa exp^nenG^ wlul^ thus edttii^ at ease,, aiid4»on* 
scions of viewing^ in sober reality, and a^ leisnre^ 
an object with which we had been iamiliar, in fiaoay 
at least, all our lives. 
In description, the read^ ia seldom tmsted by hia 



aaAdrMtk toy ^1^ l^ul* ibe me«t stifldjig^ or wliat 
ai!€^ (ejofiad eliWAieM^s^ fitatailofc Biii^.xWien bo 
]!^(Biieli«fi^ liner y«7'9ppt> h^ htm ilm Mtisfiirttoa of 
b^jBg! ftQeifwd4i fl^ . (tf pefMiwJi riatiinaej mill a 
lliiiHifiaMfBiiiioridj^baili^ivj^ wmUftermhUfABt 
imdid^liaire^eAiwgo "to bratg imtor bis pidtat^ ; 9od 
WIAA9 indeedy if told ia nbtaily ndlgiil oflteti be d»f 
plmrabiy tedious^ yel;, whoa so plaeod as to be itt 
4oen A^ <Hio and tbe sanne glaiioe, coifttribttjie to fill 
tbc» nmid ui a most agroeaUe inaiia^ 

W« .|ia(38ed tbe groajtl»^pflrt of tbe j3d o^ 
nofTing $jboat tbe beakBy. and/fitudyii^ tbe FaHs i&r 
as maay difforeiit aspeetoaa we opald command.. 
In tiko eouise of oiir.inFeflitig«kioii& aad nmUesv we 
inota gfiatkman wborbttd reeddedfor tlie lastihirtjr- 
mX' yesafTB in tbis aeigUbottrbondr^bappyr mortal ! 
HetoldwtMtfaeGreatfiane Slioe F]dldia4«dtb- 
ia bia tn^oioryv goae ^k forty orfiftjr yaidB-«-»tbat 
kf jko-eay^ tbe ^d^^ or:arciir«(flbA rodknrer wliich 
tba w^ier pouEet^ bad braloea doara from time to 
time to tbafe extent* Tbaa Jaccouat waacodrebor 
faited fay that of aaotb^gendenlaii, who bad beea 
resident oit the spot fior forty years. 

As IbesenstaieaBtiata came from p«*snis of good 
aalborito^, I was led to fframine ib^jgeaiiog^eal cir- 
ettmatanoea more mkuiinly ;' foe. I ooidd not cob<« 
ceiye it possible, ;tfaat the meiennrearinf of tiie;wa^ 
ter could perform saeb rapid dbangea «|iaa.luad 
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Mme*-0C6iie* The explaoatioii 10 verf ample, how^ 
ever, wken the nature of the different strata, is at- 
tended to* In the first place, they are laid exaotfy 
horizontal, the top stratum bmng a compact cal-^ 
careens rock. In the nest place, I ohsenred, that 
in proportion as the examination is carried down-t 
wards, the strata are found to be less and less in-^ 
durated, till, at the distance of ahundred feet firom 
the topmost stratum, the rock turns to a sort al 
loose shale, which crumbles to pieces under the 
touch ; and is rapidly worn away by the action of 
the violent blasts of wind, rising out of die po(^ 
into which this enormous cascade is projected. 

rin process of time, as the lower strata are fairly 
eaten or worn away, the upper part of the rock 
must be left without a foundation* Bat owing to 
the tough nature of the upper strata, they conti- 
nue to project a long way oipr before they break 
down. There must come periods, however, ererj 
now and then, when the overhanging rock, with 
such an immense load of water on its shoulders, 
will give way, and the crest, or edge, of the Fall 
will recede a certain distance. At the time of ous 
visit, the top of the rock, or that ov^ which the 
river was directed, overhung the base, according 
to the rough estimate I made, between 35 and 40 
feet, thus forming a hollow «pace, or cave, between 
the falling water and the. face of the rock* 
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WUle tiie above Hiles were aetually hi tliie pri:Bt- 
er's liftndB, my eye was accidentally catrgbt by the 
following paragraph in a newspaper :— * 

" Niagara Falls.— A letter from a gentlemart 
At that place, dated Dec. 30, 1828, states, liiat 
oil the Sunday evening preceding, about 9 o'efdclt, 
two or three successive shocks or concussions were 
iAt, the second of which was accompanied by 
An unusual rushing sound of the waters. The 
next morning it was discovered, that a large por^^ 
tion of the rock in the bed of the river, at the dis^ 
tance of about two-fifths from the Canada shore 
to the extreme angle of the Horse Shoe, had broken 
0ff, and fallen into the abyss below. Tlie whole 
nqpect of the Falls is said to be much changed by 
tills convulsion* A course of high winds for se- 
yetsl days previous to its occurrence, producing 
W accumulation of water in the river, is supposed 
to have been the imime^te cause. This gradual 
crumbling away of the rock over which the Nia^ 
gaiU is precipitated, adds plausibility to the con- 
jecture, that the Falls were once as low down as 
Jjewistown, and have for centuries been travelling 
up towards their present position/' 
- I visited On three different occasions the extraor- 
dinary cave formed betiVeen the cascade and thefaee 
qt the overhanging cliff— first^ on the 3d of July, 
#ut of mere curiosity ; again on the 9th, to try some 
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•l^pteiaitott wifk Am bsfomettt ; vnd la^^ 
lOlii^ in t m mf taty troth, m firhndy porcly on seeDmlBl 
of the excitamoDt wkksh I'feiifid'Viirii a stswige 
MidblBBlMftof circtttifltaiiees^prodmoe:' -Worrttidi- 
ad • ^t 158' feet firoia.'Ae outnde, or cmtrue^ 
bj Ae amrtaaoe of a gnide, who iflakeB a hibdA 
naMfivdilkoodiigrllii»ani{ili^^ IbcM 

visa'toknUjr^good^ gteen sort .of lig^t iMlkfts 
dus' sh^sbr/caMrn | bat the wind blew us &M 
in one direetitm then in mother with soeh fllaniH 
iag ^IciKe^ that I thooght at first we shotdd b^ 
tmfy carried off our feet, md jcrind: into tho 
ToaHag c^dron beneadi. This tempest, how^J^ 
eter, was iiotvsarfy so great aft iaoonTenieMe-^s# 
the aoieeaaing dslngies of 'Watmr*driven against as^ 
Fortnnately the direetiiHi of this gale of wind waid 
dways more or less npfwaids, from Ae pool bo^ 
kw» right against the iaee of the eUflh; wn« )• 
Otherwise,' I iSuiey it woold be inqpos^lie togobe^ 
hind the Falls, wiih any ehanee of coming outagahi*' 
Bvan n ow. t h e re is a great appearance bfhasard-hg 
the ex]Mditioti, Aongh experiesee shows thai A^ 
is 110 real^danger. Indeed Ac goide^U^reHissait^ 
us, and to prove Ae diffiealty of tfaedeseent, aetcud'* 
I]r leaped oddwnwardsy to Ae dhtance of tLre^ot tax 
jmrfls, fi^omAetotpof>Aobaiiki^imbb&hat Ae^ 
base of «A<$ eliff, alote^ whidi the p^A is formed' 
The gasts 6f wind rising out of Ae ba^on or pool 
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telDWy blew BO *v]dle&tly aga^ofSt him timt he Jttdly 
fliguned the walk. 

Thk «»oym^U8 etttttraot, in its degoent, like ev^ 
miksff iMiMa4e» Murries along with it i^ quantity of 
UT) wMoh it forces far below the 8ur&u;e of the 
mwekBt, — an experiment whieh dny one may try on 
m mneSk scale by poimng^ water into a tumbler from 
«r height. Hie quantity of air thus carried down, 
by 80 vaat a river as Niagatra, must be great, and 
the dq[^th to which it is driyen, in all probability, 
considerable. It may also be much ccmdensed by 
tbe" pressure; and it will risewkh proportionate 
^i&elenoe both <m the outside oi the cascade, an4 
Witihin the sheet or curtain which forms the cata- 
^raot. 

It Imd long been a subject of controversy, I was 
401^ whether the air in the <»ye behind the Falls 
^muB eondensed or r^rified ; and it was amusing to 
-fisten to Ihe conflicting arguments on the subject. 
All parties agreed that there was considerable difr 
^fieidty in breathing ; but while some ascribed this to 
'a want of akr> others asserted that it arose from die 
^fuantity hemg too great. The truth, however, ob^ 
vioccnly is, that .we have too much water ; not too 
imuch air. For I may ask, with what comfort could 
-aftyman breatibeirilhhalf a dozen fire-'engines play- 
ing full in his face ? and positively the efieolbf the 
%last behind the Ffdls is just what that awkward 
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^ceremonymightbeflupposedtoprodiiee* Thedured- 
tion of the wind is first one way and then anoihef, 
•crossing anJ[ thwarting, in a Tery eonf osed style, 
and flinging the water sometimes np^ sometimes 
idown, and often whirling it rouid and round like 
smoke, in curls or spirals, up to the very top^^f 
the cave, a hundred feet above our heads, to the 
yery edge of the precipice, over.which we could 
distinctly see the river projected forwards, and jiist 
beginning to curve downwards. By tiie way , I took 
•notice that, exactly in proportion to the a^qpacent 
•thickness of the mass <^ water, so it continued woir 
;ted after passing the briuk. But I do not thinkat 
any part of Niagara the sheet of falling water ie> 
mains unbroken for more than twenty feet, and that 
Anly at one place, "well known by the name of the 
Green Water^tbe most sublime andimpressive part 
4>f the whole Fall. At every otiier, the cascade 
assumes a snowy whiteness very shortly after it be- 
gins to descend. This appearanceissuded, no doubt, 
thy the blast of wind which rises from the pool on 
the outside of the sheet ; for I observed that the 
external surface of the cataract was roughened, or 
'turned upwards in a series of frothy ripples, eavsed 
either by its friction against the air throtigh which 
it was passing, or more probably by the Uast xi- 
#^mg upwards from the pool. 

I remarked another sing^ular phenomenon, which 
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*'I liave not happened t6' Iiedat" mentidned befor^, 
' but' whicH IB evidently eonneeted witli tbis branch 
of the sabjeet. A nnmber of small, sharp-pointed 
«ones of water are projected upwards from the 
' wkiy (m the outside of the Fall, sometimes to the 
height of a hundred and twenty feet. They re- 
semble in form some comets of which I have seen 
drawings. Their point, or apex, which is always 
turned upwards, iSr quite sharp, and ndt larger, I 
'Uiould say,, than a man's fingers ^and thumb, 
br^^ight as nearly to a point as possible. The 
eonical tails which stream fi^m these watery me- 
. ^teoTs may vary from one or .two yards to ten or 
^elve, and are spread out on all sides in a ver^ 
cotious manner. 

The lower part of the Fall, it must be observed^ 
is so constantly hidden from the view by a thick 
rxl^Uing cloud of spray, that during ten days I never 
succeeded once in getting a glimpse of the bottom 
of the faUing sheet ; nor do I belieye it is ever seen. 
Out of this cloud, which waves backwards and for- 
iwardis, and rises at times to the height of many 
Hundreds of feet above the Palls, these singular 
cones j or comets, are seen at all times jumping up. 
The altitude to which they are projected, I esti- 
mated let about thirty feet below the top ; which 
Inference I was led to by means of the sketches 

made with the Camera Lucida. I watched my op- 
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yortBpilyv«tt4 moJU 4»tai »t ihe fioiiltiimidttd Hf 

thfrluglMBtof Aiaeean€«Hr{itqectik^ Tli»irihAfo 

hmght bong totwM^ IM md 16Q &^ the ^«u 

/ptn^eular devatioA to Wbiek ttieoe j«l8 of mter 

aee durown oaonpt, tiieref^c^ be less tkan IU> «r 

180 feet above the razfiiee of ito pool, 

. The centrDvevBf reqpeetinig 4lie dentlinty of tfe 

^ behiad the Fall« me wto e^ed. I cemed 

rwkb ae a barometer inade expready wUb a Tioir 

U^tlmexpeAaoMoL ItweeeftbesMetdelieateknriy 

and lonnlied with two coatrivaaeefl abs6lntel|r 

indigpennable to theaftrnaraeyof e a pe ria ietitaiiMwb 

Jindevsuchdreiu^BlaMeg* 'Ebe first efibeBe^imi 

jieirciika' q^t4ev«l plaee^l en dietop of thafiuMi 

holding the tdbe, by which die peiyendieebiiityef 

^ Ae^iastnunent was asoertained ; end eeo«6dil^4 an 

arrangement of screwe near the point rf eappeci^ 

by wUdi die tube, wh«[i duty adjasted^ eooM.be 

aecnred firmly in its jdaee* By the help of tbeee 

twoinvendons 4^ Mr Adie of Edinbavg^ tiiis.ilK 

stnuaent-eaa be uaed with eonfidenee^ aldhoog^ eft^ 

posed to such fnxioas stcnrms <^ wind aa^d^raiiii as 

thati have just been describing. TheSeisiiii|de ad? 

dilions to the barometer, it may bemmtioiied^ fpsfB 

great facility to obsenFadons made iat the detav 

mina^on of Ae beigbt oi aioiHitain% as it seoiSMi 

die correct posidon of die iostnaaepfc ;li owpi s g 

windy die atodm may be« 



" t%ef niereury litood, at two BtitiwHi «m tlid ouU 
flide, at'39. €8. Tk^inBtmineiit was then carmd 
bdhSnd tile FaHa aftd placed amr ike IWndaatinn 
Itaeli^ as aft imfasfinMe imgle of ih» ^M is ca&ad, 
wUcli lies at l3ie distance of 153 feat from tiie en- 
ttance^ measaring ^^m tlie Csnadian or westeen 
tttrendty of the Great Horse EBioe FaM, U now 
liDood at. about 20. 72. IW theiptnometer in both 
cttsesbdngat^O.ofFalirenbeit. The iimeFStatbii 
was probably %en or twelre feiet lower than ihe ex- 
ttsmsl one ; and it will be easily understood, that 
in such a situation, widh a torrent of water ponr- 
ing over the instrument and the ebsenrer,^ai^ hard 
aqualls or gusts of wind AreatenHig to whisk Aa 
whole party into the abjrss, there could beaofMat 
nicety of readings. I observed, that wiAin die I^£» 
tlie m«*eury vibrated in tho tube aboat foar fam* 
dredths of an inch, and was never perifectly steady ; 
the highest and lowest pelnts Were ther^nw obior-^ 
"^d by the eye, and the maim recorded. IhuiHg 
Ike external observatioaa there ws» only a-aUj^t 
tremor visiUe on the surface of the coluaaai* la 
order to prevent mistakes, I rqieated ^k/b en^pari^ 
ment at another spot, about 120 feet within the an-* 
trance, when the inarcury stood at about 29. 74.^ 
iliough still vibrating several hundredths^ at a& 
inch. Upon the whole, then, oonsiderit^g^that the 
Inner stations were lower than the eaetemalane, tha 



small diff»^Diee between the external and the in* 
ternal jeadingBmaybeaeeribedtoenrors inobser- 
TtttSiin, and not to any differenee in the degree «f 
elastieity in the air without and within the ahecft 
of fiitting water. 

Though I was only half wi hour beUnd 4he 
FaU, I came out mueh exhausted, plirdy with the 
bodily ex^rtioa <of raaintaining a secure footing 
while '^icposed to such buflEsting and drenchin|^ 
and partly) 1 should su^qpoee, from the interest 
belonging to this scene, which certainly e^Eceeds 
any thing I ever witnessed bef<nre. All parts of 
Niagara, indeed, are on iiaeale which baffles oy^ry 
attempt ef the imagination to paint, and it wece 
xidieuhws, Aerefore, to thmk of describing iL 
The ordinary materials of description, I mean ana- 
logy, and direct comparison with things which wte 
more aceesnble, fpol entirely in the case pf ihat 
ama9siBg.dMaract, frhieh.is altogether umqne. 

Yet a great deal, I Am oedain, might be done by 
a well--executed panorama, drawn from below, at 
a station near the jffojecting angle of the osock 
which must be passed, after leaving the bottom «f 
the ladder, on the way to the cave I have been 
8{>ea|dng about. An artist, well versed in this pa» 
euli^r sort of ^ painting, might produce a picture 
wbioh would probably distance ev«ry thing else of 
jhe kind* He must not, however, trust to the 
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ffkeiches^ ^ otherB, but go to the Falk himself f 
and there beeome acquamted with those fedtti^ 
whieh the actual presence of that stupendous scene 
is eapable of inspiring. For without some infu'- 
mon of these local sentiments into his painting-, 
were it ever so correct in outlme, the result would 
be nothing but a large picture of a large waterfidl, 
instead of the noblest, and perhaps the most popn^ 
hr of those ein^ular works of art, which, by a spev 
cifljs of magic, ttansport so many distant regions to 
our Tery doors. 
' On the 7th o^ July, by way of relief from the 
absorbing interest of the Falls, we accepted an 
invitation to a country house in the neighbour<^ 
hood, within hearing, but not in sight of, the ob* 
jeet wMch had occupied all omr thonghts for the- 
lastweek. 

Our host, some years before, iHth 'the prc^be-^ 
tic eye of taste, as it has been elegantly called, bad 
sriected a certain $pbt in tbe midst of the wilder-* 
ness, which he conceived, from the nature of the 
ground, the description of trees 'which grew upon 
it, and the extent -of view which it comma^ded^^ 
might be converted, with little trouble, from its 
wild state into a b^utiful park, — such as mu^t 
have cost, in the ordinary process of old coimtries, 
jit least one oentury, if not two, to bring it to any 
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rinast rettdjr ta lyft hsocL 
' TIm wnl «|ipMir^ to be peindkrly flm)^^ 
t&rmi traeiy flinoe it wm eoTerod^ but not too^bi^ 
Ifi ififii veaorablo odis, whieh, from hasnng Ml 
BDom to qireftd tbeir arm*-^ rare oe<nift«BcD fat 
tliat eotmtiy-*-&ad gi'owii to a greal flise. J^Mea 
nwi tf remote tkoae trees ottly wbiob wic unib erei 
the gvoond, near the spot aeleeted as llie rite o^ b» 
bonaa, or interfered witb bis view of Lake Qnla»s 
and tbe distant bigh grounds of Uppor Canadft. 

Towork be went ; eleared out » space of grwyid 
fiov Ae bouse, smoothed bis lawn, eomplsled Us 
gavden, laid down bis gravel waUts — regulirtnif 
eT«7 thing with refefenoe to die aaagidfieeMt 
grove in ftont of the bouse, the j^meipal ietftuie 
in bis foreground, which required noAing' b«t 
sOBie partial ttinuinga amonggt the ealiEfl, Of 
dourse ecre was taken >to nark, in a partitfttlar 
nunuMfr, all Aose sacusd trees, the growth pvoba- 
My <tf many ages, wUoh'Were on no aooouirtf to be 
lonehed $ while Aose intended for the axe weie 
bkHMd, as it is^salled, in the usual mtamet. 

On a partiookr day appropriated -lo these thin- 
aing operations, ihe pt^priefor Was called away 
by urgent buriness ; but before leaving the greunii^ 
b» gave orieam for the condemned treesto^be re» 
moved in bis absence. The workmen, bowevert 



'fdbfl^Crom t&drinfiuicy^ hod kbanrim^tegaibotit 
treMy except that they ought to b# cut iotm us 
' -fint ;a0 pomUe, decided, in dieir precious wiiilotiii 
^tdutt it must surelybe the Uaa»d tre^ whidh trer^ 
maant to be preserved. Hie first thing, ticeO^ 
jia^, ihBt ataruck the luaster^s eye on his feieM, 
asaathe whole of his noble groi^ ly^g fiat mi Hblb 
ground, while only a dozen or two irf sc r a g g y ^ oaih% 
.pmes, and hemlooks, destined f or Ae fire, were 
isfib steadily to tell the tale ! 

.On Sbaday night, die 8di of July, We ;rettatedl 
io iflle^ FaMs, and walked 4cwn to the table reek tc 
siew^them by moonlight. Our expectfKtk)ins,^tfl 
4nay> be^suj^Mified, wer« high, but the mgkt ww 
mrenn^ire impressive than we ka^ eiEpected. It 
possessed, it is true, nAat may be called a mere 
flober.kiiid of interest liian that belongiog to the 
srild scene behind the sheet of water above •de^ 
•drifaed. I may mention one curious effect : It 
soeaaed to iJie imagination not inrposdible iHiat 1fh« 
KU mi^t swell up and grai^ us in its vorleai 
The aictual presence of any very powerful mot^bt^ 
object, is often more 'W less remotely conheeied 
witk a^feeling diftt its direction may be changed! 
and when tibe slightest variation would evidckifly 
prove fatal, a feeling of ^weis easily excited. At 
aU ev^ats,' as I gaaed tipon the cataract, it-mean^ 
timtk co&ce appeared to increase ki its volume, and 
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'to he accelerated in its' Telocity, till my lieated 
^fancy became strained, alarmed, and so mucb 
oyerclrowded with new and old images,-^^ ex- 
jm;gerated,-^that in s[Hte of the conviction that 
4he whole was nonseiise, I felt obliged to draw 
^back from the edge of the rock; audit required 
41 little reflection, and some resolution, to advance 
^igain.to the brink. 

< During the delightful period that the Falls form- 
ed our head-quarters, we made various excursions 
to several interesting objects in the neighbourhood, 
^f these, the most amusing were, a trip to Buffido, 
iA flouriiihing American town at the eastern end irf 
X^ake Erie, where the great New York canal com- 
' fences, — ^and a visit to the Welland canal, which 
joins Lake Erie with Lake Ontario. 

It is amufitng to look back, after a journey is 
i>ver, at those objects which at the 'lime excited the 
paost vivid interest, but which have faded from the 
recoUeetion so completely, that any description of 
them from memory would be feeble and unsatia- 
faotory, whUe a literal transcript of the notes writ- 
ten on the spot would be no less inik^curate from 
their extravagance and high colouring. T^ mere 
proximity «of some things, ^ves them an impor- 
jtanee which we are apt to mistake for a perma- 
nent and intrinsic value; whereas their real eon^ 
f equence vpt^y not extend beyond their own smaD 
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^ circumference. Even on the spot, it is frequently 
•no esisy job for the stranger to decide which of a va-> 
;^riety of objects he shall devote most of hi^r attention 
'lo» . And his perplexity is frequently increased «by 
the local authorities, who, wkh the bestdisposilfcns 
■to oblige him, have generaUy some pet lion of their 
fown, to which they are anxious to call his exclusive 
attention. Much precious time is thus frequently 
'wasted on matters of the merest insignificance, 
while others of paramount importance are left un*- 
«xamiaed, and very often unknown, tiU it be too 
late. 

. In Italy, or any other old country, every picture, 
istatue, or ruin, worthy of notice, is recorded, and 
brought to the traveller's notice in spite of hiiti ; 
tod, under the directions of his cicerone, he sqcni 
learns what he is to admire, and what he is to abuse. 
In America, however, there are none of these de« 
lightfrd aids to the taste and judgment* There, 
every thing is new, and nothing arranged, noB even 
any approach to classification attempted ; and, con- 
seqijiently, the wretched explorer's body and soul 
are literally worn out by the ceaseless importunities 
of the inhabitants. With the kindest possiUe dis- 
positions tovrards their guest, the Americans are 
never satisfied that he has seen any thing unless 
he has seen every thing ; and if he leav^ a single 
' factory ' unexamined, though be has s^n fifty 
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fiiivhr, or if kB |tti» bjr &■; one Insdtalicnia^^ 
««^ODllq;8, an liiMpiiiI» or a jail — ^it is at oaee Jttt 
teth that he haa aeeti notUng at alL '^H^ kaa 
fceen in too greatahntr^" say they; ^he haa aot 
done justiee to obr ceitntry-^e haa preconeoivttd 
notiona in his head--^heha8not stadied all our an* 
ihoritics — he haa arrived at a most nnfortmiate 
season," and so forth. In short, it is soon settled 
that the nstfortiinate man knows notfiing at all of 
UaownprofesMd hnsiness; wUeh, saj^poong him 
to he ceoqpoteiit in other re sp e p ts» seems not r»j 
fiur. 

In travelling, or in reading, or in any other oe> 
eapation, it is surely ohvions that the only method 
at arriTiii^ at eorrect and nsefnl, <Mr even meiefy 
igreeable results, is to act upon some system ef 
geneimlisati<m and method in our researehes $ to 
seek out, not for all, hut a few of those hooks, 
men, andthmgs, which shall give us, aa far as magr 
he required, comprehensive views of the whole 
sttbjeet wo are investigating. The information to 
he drawn from these sources ought not only to he 
aoeurate, hut charsctmstic ; and inorder to be use* 
ful,the faetsmustnot be too minute, or too nnme* 
reus; otherwise, they become trivial, serve oii^to. 
distract the attention, and, finaUy, teach more error 
Aan truth. 
. The ast, or cntft, <tf travelling, like other sortB, 



*an%e acquire by p««*ide«l«ne. Andi^c^^ 
fa^ly, In all tbe yd!riou9 eonntries I liavd V!irttcid 
before going to America, I ner^ heard it dcmlrt^, 
41ilit a person of moderate experience, and ImTing 
no olgect but truth in view, ^ho, with good opp<nf- 
tmiiticSs within his reach, should devote his att^i^ 
Ifcanibr npwatds of a y^ar, exclusively to one eiiyuft^ 
try, -might gain a pretty competent knowledge ef 
it, though he did net see every dngle institulioiifi 
and errery single person in it. ♦ * 

£ti' America, however^ this pdlnt is ruled qultd 
odterwise ; and unless a man will consent t6 flhut 
tocp Mi own eyes, and see ajl things through th^dse 
of the natives, or consent' 1k> remaiii long eiioiigh 
tl» become athbrough^bred American in fedii^'ai 
Well^sis inknowledge, atid gaSn new 6plics acei»rd^ 
itigly^though how long that wotdd require I c«h 
not say-— he has no chance of having it admitted^' 
ill that country at least, that he knows any thin^ 
of the subject he has undertaken to handle. The 
tmth of this any foreigner who has visited Ame- 
rica mnst have been made to feel in every dorner «f 
flie country, and during every hour of his stay.* - 
-In the outset of my journey, tins nnreasonable 
and distrust All propensity on the part of the peo- 
ple, perplexed and grieved me very much ; and it 
teas not till I had gone half through the Unitibd 
States, and become^n my own opinion at least— * 
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I 

tolerably master of the subject, that I got hold^f 

>any thing like a satis&ctory explanatioii of these 

mngiilar anomalies in the national character* 

The Canadians, however, I was delighted to ^ftd, 

^ were not by any means so exacting, or, in &ct, 

more so than the inhabitants of Europeaiijc^on- 
tries. They are as kind to their guests, W^aj^. 
*as the Americans, and without inristing iq^n ha- 
ving every thing viewed couleur de rose, are to^ 
tent to believe that strangers passing through Axaa^ 
country will take a fait view of things; a&4 that 
•Ithoogh foreigners must often <^rr on UtUe po^ts, 
they may possibly have it^ their power, tfaJij as 
much as themselves, to drawjcorrect genersd iibr 
ferences with respect to local c\istoms and jsaa^ 
ners. Nor does it ever seem to enter inlo'1^ 
thou^ts of the Canadians, as it always ^ipe^ into 
those of their neighbours, that there is any thing 
peculiar, or mysterious, or difficult to be under«» 
stood about their character. ^ ^' 

With the Americans, on the other hand, t^r|if%iii 
always a solemn sort of enigmatical assumption of 
the Li^j and transceXT gnuxdeur ^V 
whole system, not to be comprehended by yfdtak 
European minds. Nevertheless, with tins univei^ 
sal authority against me on that side of the water, 
I suspect, it will be found, after all, that there is 
l£^ variety in the American character individual* 
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Ijy and less complication in their political systems, 
than in those of almost any other country. One 
or two very obvious principles appear, by their own 
diowing, to regulate the whole matter, and these, 
»fter a time, are easily understood. 



^ 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



The Welland Canal is intended to perform ihe^t 
same step aver the intervening land, as that made 
hjr the Falls and Rapids of magara, from the levd 
of Lake &ie to that of Lake Ontario— only in a 
more gentle and ioaanageable waji Ifiagaza is 
wonderful andheaatifnl to look at. and so £ur has 
its adyantages. Bat this great canal will be nrndt- 
more useful in advancing the ordinary business of 
life. The feelings excited by sedng these two noUe 
work% the one of nature, the other of art, side hj . 
nde, at the distance of only six or eight miles, are 
▼ery different, I grant; but both, in their respee- 
tive ways, are well calculated to fill the spectator 
with agreeable reflections* 

There are many persons, indeed, as I have be- 
fore hinted, upon whom the Falls of Niagai^ are 

« 

in a great measure wasted, and who, from not feel* 
ing the grandeur of the scene themselves, are apt» 
not very fairly, to slight the expression of admira- 
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tioitin others; ftnd tUa, I fear, nimt oontixuie as 
long as the Falls exist. Such a work, howeireF, as 
die Wella&d Canal, has a differsnt fate in geneval 
^s&nation. When the idea was first coaeeivvdf 
it was ridiculed by all persons, exeeipt a very few } 
md even after the ground was surveyed and the 
aeheine found practicable, the whole project was 
eonsidered so entirely hopeless, that it naet with 
no aotive opposition from those who disapproved ol 
it, titfi any great siq^rt from those who wished it 
t»dl. 

The bold and workmanlike idea of making a 
sUp* canal from LakQ Erie to Lake Ontario, first 
okij^atdd with Mr William Hamilton Merritt, a 
]i>eBident at the village of St Catherine'it, in Upper 
Gasiada, through which spot the canal now passes^ 
And I was glad to observe- that all parties con* 
ettnred in saying that to MspeHBevevaniee and know* 
ledge of the subject, as well as to. his great per^ 
sonal exertions, thisuseM work stands mainly b^^ 
debted tor its success. It is, indeed, curious to re*' 
mark how often Ihe most stupendous undertaldngs 
owe their existence to the vigorous intelligence of 
a tringle persto, who, as in this case, may not, in* 
dividaially, have power to carry one thousandth part 
of his favourite project into efieet. But by bring*- 
ing the s^>ength of his own mind to bear steadily on 
the capacities of others, a man of this l^amp may 
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turn their gopmor means to his purpose ; and thus 
assisted, be enabled to accomplish measures of the. 
greatest wisdom and public utility, which mere un- 
directed wealth might never hare conceived, still 
less have executed. 

• The level of Lake Erie above Lake Ontaria is^ 
330 feet, which is surmounted by a series of thirty-, 
seven locks, cut on the ridge of the mountain, &-. 
cing'Lake Ontario. The whole canal is forty*, 
one miles and a half long, and is of a size to ad«v 
mit the lai^est class of sailing vessels navigating 
the lakes. These are schooners from 90 to ISO 
tons burden, and they will pass readily enough 
through the locks, which are made'lOO feet long^ 
and 22 feet wide. The depth of the water is at 
no. place less than eight feet ; and by a judieiims 
set of arrangements, this may readily be augment*, 
ed to ten feet, if vessels of a greater draught of 
water be built for the lakes. A great part of die, 
channel of this canal, was ready made by nature.. 
The Welland and Grand Rivers, indeed, which 
form a considerable portion of the whole work, are, 
more like canals than running streams, their flow 
being imperceptible. Ten or twelve miles of die 
<^anal, also, are cut through a marsh, by which ope- 
ration an extensive tract of rich soil^has been laid, 
bare and will be brought at once into cultivation^. 
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in a part ^f the ooimtiy, to«s wliei^ tmclL land i« 
^ost valuaUcw 

I mentk>ned, wlien speaking of the grand tliie 
Canals an tine Amencan aide^ that a deep ent was 
made llirough tiie sdtid lock at Locliport. A si* 
inilar rise in the groaiid-i*-« prdongatkm of the 
dome range**jia8 made it neeeanry to form a deep 
catting aUo.for the Welland Canal to pass thi^Diigh. 
The difficultyi however, was lU9:e mooh less, from 
the. top of the ridge consisting of olay instead of 
rook. The chain of locks hjr which the canal de- 
scends that side of the hill which faces Lake Ckita* ' 
iio» was formed under greater advantages than tihie 
aeries at LodqHurt* They lie, during gx«at part of 
the way» alo^ig. die course of a ravine or natural 
eleft, so admirably sqited to the purposes required, 
that in many instances little more has been found 
IMcessary than meridy cutting a towing path on 
the banks, after damming up the water into a se- 
ries of large pondaii or reseiroirs, which senre not 
only ther jMnmary purpose of feeding the lodks, but 
also furnish water in such profuse quantity, that 
numerous mills and manufactories will be supplied, 
even in the driest season, by the mere waste waters 
of the canal. 

Another practical advantage of some moment 
has been secured by the peculiar conformation of 
this valley. It happ«>s to be divided into a aeries 

VOL. I. K 



219 TBATELS m 

of 8tep6, BO far removed'^ fiom one another, iha^ 
there has been no necessity for phicii^ any two of 
the locks together, so that the one shall open into 
the 6ther« In consequence of this fortunate ar* 
rangement, a vessel going np has not longer to 
irait for another coming down, than the mere time 
necessarily oecuped in passing a single lock. If 
two or more locks be in conjunction on a canal, 
it is clear that whenever vessels going in opposite 
tirays meet, one of them most pass throng^ the 
whole series before the other ctfti enter the first- 
*lQck. 

At Loclq^rt, on the Erie Canal, this difficulty* 
'.has been judiciously overcome, at a great expoise, 
however, by the establishment of a double set of 
locks, one for carrying boats up, the other for 
bringing them down. There is one other point on 
^he American Canal where a number of locks attain 
unavoidably come together in a angle smes. But 
this produces so much detention, that I have no 
doubt the Hune sagacity and spirit of enterprisi 
which have already done so much in that quarter, 
will soon remedy the evil, by formii^ another set 
aide by side with the first. 

The Welland Canal is 58 feet wide at the sur- 
face, 26 at bottom, and cairies 8 feet water si its 
shallowest places* At no great expense, if it shall 
be wanted, this depth may at any time be increa- 



uppeBkCANaoa. 219 

fed to 10 fe^t throughout. All the locks are con-^ 
structed of wood, which, in a'countfjr abounding 
in timber, is certainly the cheapest and most na-» 
tural material to use. Their cost has been estima* 
ted at one ninth part of the expense of stone locks; 
and if it shall be thought adyisable eYentoally to 
reconstruct them of more durable materials, the 
canal iHU then afford a ready means of transport* 
ing the hewn stones to the very spot, at an expense 
utterly insigniflbant compared to what it would 
have been in the first instance. 

It always struck me that the locks on the Erie 
or New York Canal, might have been advantage* 
ously made, in like manner, of timber; because, in- 
dependently of the saving of money, the mere in« 
terest of which saving would have kept wooden 
locks permanently in repair, there would have been 
another great advantage in the fisusility with which 
the dimensions of the locks might have been en- 
larged. Should it be thought useful, as it proba^ 
bly will very soon be, to make the whole line of 
the Erie Canal large enpugh for schooners, in imi-» 
tation of the Welland Canal, the circumstance of 
all the locks being built of stone will be a serious 
embarrassment. 

The Weilimd canal was undoubtedly suggested by 
the great work just alluded to, and, in turn, it is not 
improbable that the Americans will take the above 
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ldntfriQtttlifliroppodtenc%hlKnBT8mC^^ Thki 
ip geasrotn mti legitunate rivalry ; and aMot^, 
at fiiat tight, itmayaeeiii that dm WoUand CmtA^ 
hf (xBmag BopetkfF advantagva, ^9^0 draw Avmy 
^TOiDuNe w York a portion of the ricli )peodne^ oftiie 
state of Ofauh of Upp» Canada, and of tke ol^er 
iNrtindlem Certak regiom wbic^ form the t^ores 
of ih» higher hioa^ yet there eeema Htlle domhl 
that the aetml prodiietion of sateriala reqiaking 
traanporf will inereaae alill £etfter than ibe tnesiM 
of carrying them to the sea, and that ere long addi-* 
tional eamals, hesidee these taro, will be found ne- 
•essBly. At all events, the npper eoantries aUuded 
to will derive considerable advanti^es from hayii^ 
a free dmce of markets, as they may now proceed 
rither to New York by the Erie Canal, or l^ the 
Wdland Ganal, down the river St Lawrence, ae« 
cording as llie market of New York or 4hat of Mont* 
real diall happen to be the most favourable, or 
the means of transport cheapest. 

The Welland Canal has some fiurther advantage 
over its rival, I tmderstand, from its southern end, 
or that which opens into Lake Erie, lying farther 
to the westward along die nortibmi shore of the 
lake, than the opening of the American canal. In 
consequence of this cvcumstan^, the ice, it is said, 
blocks up the entraD^ to the Erie Canal at Buf- 
falo, several weeks long^ than the mouth of the 
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Welhiid Canals and tbus a oonstdenibld actvance 
« g^ b]r it« bang op«a earlier m Hpriiiff, >ad 
Ifiler in autumn, than the other* - 

liake Erie is not above ten or twdte' fiikheiw 
-dk(qp, imi k firoxen over every season* Bni 
Xiaike Ontario, it is interestiai^ to observe, is ao 
d^fip that ice Mnrav ^)fnia npoa iL It tkaa aets 
the part of a great beater to temper the Beverity 
«f the winte«« in thoee regions; and we find that 
the cUnwiie on both sides of this magnifieent body 
at water, wlaeh ia IW miles i^ lengtib, by 3d in 
brctodth, is actually mmh mild^ in wwter, and 
cooler. in summer, than mther at I^ew York <h: 
. Quebec* 

It will be seen by loddng at the map of 2Vort)i 
. America, that there are three great outlets by 
. which the prodi^ee of the interioi^ laay find its way 
to the ocean j-«-the Mississippi^ wbicb joins the s^ 
near New Orleans on the Gulf of Mexi^ i the St 
lAwrenee, which passes Montreal and Quebec ; aiMi 
lastly, the Hudson, which runs out at Jftsw Yorlj^. 
These three channels are madeHp^2!entre in the 
. great northern lakes, partly by nature and partly 
by the assistance of man. The Hudson ia joined 
to Lake Erie by the grand canal so often mention- 
ed, and also to Lake Ontario by a branch from it 
which runs from Syracuse to Oswego ; and thus 
the port of New York may receive the produce pf 
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the comitries wUeh lie on tlie barders of aB Ae 
lakes, by a coime of imintaTiiptediirater carriage. 
A caaal is nearly completed (1B£9), vdueh is to 
join Lake Erie with the Ohio ri^er, and as that 
stream runs into the Missosnppi, a watercom- 
mnnication between the lakes and the Gnlf of 
Medco will soon be opened, through the heart ef 
fthe state of Ohio* 

* The most obvionsand natnral, and it soon wiU 
m the most adTsntageons communication with the 
sea, is that by llie river St Lawrence* One grand 
step towards the accomplishment of this object, 
which is of the highest importance, not only to the 
Ganadas, but to the parent state, has already beeh 
snade by the construction of the WeUand Canal, 
as it links together all the upper lakes, by means 
of a ship canal, with Lake Ontario. Were the na*» 
'Vigatiim of the river St Lawrence unimpeded, da- 
ring its course from Lake Ontario to the sea, there 
would be nothing further to desire on that point, 
and Upper Canada would then virtually be, what 
it ought to be, but what it certainly is not at pre- 
sent, in any sense of the word, — a maritime pro- 
vince of Great Britain. The advantages to the co*- 
lony, and also to the mother country, which would 
flow from the increased facility of commercial anfd 
other intercourse between them, which these chan- 
nels would open, are more considerable than many 
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fieople are aware of. It may be worth while, there^ 
fore, to consider the means which it is proposed 
lo adopt, in order to facilitate the direct inter- 
4SOur8e between Great Britain and Upper Canada, 

The countries belonging to his Mi^esty bordering^ 
onthelakes,or drained by the rivers which dischai^ 
lliemselyes into the St Lawrence, are capable, it 
ia said, of prodncing for export as much grain and 
dour as the whole United States. Now, British 
jmerehandise is admitted into the Canadas, oxi%r 
the whole of the fertile region alluded to, at a duty 
of about 2| per cent«f while the return p^oduceof 
tboae countries pays in Englaodronly about 58. per 
quarter for wheat ; whereas, in the United States^ 
the duties on British merchandiiie run as high as 
90 per cent., and in many eases much higher, and 
ihe duty upon the import of American wheat into 
England is very high : so that a vast direct mart 
for the manufactured goods of England lies open 
to us in Canada. I say nothing of the immense 
waste weir, as it has been called, across the fron- 
tier, and over which, morally cht immorally, the 
surplus importation of goods into Canada will 
find its way into the United States, in spite of all 
the tariffs, and all the custom-house officers in the 
world ;-<-the smugglers will defy the mutual wishsa 
of both governments to prevent illicit intercourse* 

Were Americajt grain allowed to be shipped in; 
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iim 8t Lawrenee at xatot n^t gnatljr kig^er tiom 
ilMit frma our own proTmees, an additional Btinmi* 
16b woqU obrionaljr be givtn to onr eonunereiil 
intereomrse witli the northern and western bom^ 
•tm» of the United States. B«t how fear this eoidd 
be made smtable to the present system of ooom 
laws in England, seems more than donbtfiiL 

The physical impediments to the free interooorse 
brtweenLake Ontario and the sea consist^ nnim^ 
berkss tnmblesanie rspids which can be asceni^L 
only at the oost of mneh time, labcrary and money. A 
eaoaly howerer, ent romid these nifnd% would eifeet 
4h]8 important, object, and ebnneet Lake Ontario 
with the ocean. K this were completed^ the trans* 
port of one ton of merchandise^ which now edsts 
U7f lOs., might beeonri^redfrom the sea toLaki 
Erie for L.2, 5s., according to data collected from 
the average experience of other canals in that 
country* . 

The communication between the sea and Laktf 
Erie, is at present almost exclusively enjoyed by 
the Americans, who send their goods either direct . 
by the grand canal, or turn out of it at Syracussy 
and haying entered Lake Ontario at Oswego, pro^- 
eeed to the Welland Canal, and tiius earily reach 
Lake Erie. 

The English^ however, hav^ no ntch means, a* 
yet, of reaching Upper. Gana^^ By the ab#ve 



UtTBE CANADA. 225 

jroc^ it'c^t9 the Amirieimft 180 taiOi» of amal, 
«iid 576 £^et of lockage, to ostahUfih a eoBimuiiic»- 
tion between the ocean and Lake Ontario ; while 
if the in^rovements above alluded to were cetn- 
pleted ]*oi|]id th6 i^ida of the St Lawrence, 60 
loiles of canal, and 104 feet of lockage, would ae*- 
^mpli»h the same purpose. - 

At present, the expense of traneporti^^ ton of 
goods from New York to Lake Ontario by t&e route 
ahoTe iqentioned, is L.2, 13s.; and that of convey* 
iuDg the samse quantity by the St Lawrence in its 
present imperfect state, is L.4, 10s.— which gives 
a preponderance against the Canadiali route of 
JUlf 17s. Wh^eas, if the pr<q[K)sed oanal were 
poiOBtrueiBd^ so as to overcome the difficulty of 
aoavigatii]^ the St Lawrence, a ton of merchandise 
«inight be sent to Lake Ontario for 15s., which, 
oompaired with the present cost by the American 
/canal, .L.2, 18s., would leave a preponderanee of 
Im I9 I8s« in favour of the English. It is important 
to observe, that as these distinctions are Caused 
entirely by the differences in levels and in dis* 
tanoes specified above, the advantage^ if once taken 
possession of by the Canadian government, could 
never, by the nature of things, be interfered with. 
Possibly, also, if the navigation of the St Law- 
rence were improved, a considerable portion of the 

American produce which now findp ite way to New. 

k2 
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York, would drain off by the leM expenstve ehon- 
nd of the St Lawrence, suppodng the nuirkets to 
be equally good. 

The peenmary part of these statements has been 
confined to the intercourse widi Lake Onterio; 
bttt it might eadly be shown, that if Labfe Erie, 
and the enormous extent of fertile shores whidi 
everywhere fiinge the great lakes connected with 
it,' be the objects, the proportionate cheapness of 
the communication would be stiU greater by llie 
route of the St Lawrence, than by that of the Erie 
Canal. 

It has been objected to this argument, that 
the ports of Quebec and Montreal are froaen up 
during several months of the year, whereas that 
of New York is always open. But to this there 
are two answers. The winter in those countries 
is the season when agricultural produce is collect- 
ed on the banks of the rivers, ready to be sent to 
market on the opening of the navigation ; and very 
little business would be done even were the St 
Lawrence then free from ice. In the second place, 
the Erie Canal, the great feeder of New York from 
the interior, and almost all the streams which 
contribute to the same purpose, are closed Very 
nearly as long as the St Lawrence. To which 
it may be added, that the supplies of European 
goods intended (or the interior, are generally im- 
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)MMrlodin the spnng and autumn, when both routes 
ore open. 

The phy^cal difficulties which stand in the way 
of these improvements will easily be turned to use-* 
ful accoimt by the plastic hands of genius and per^^ 
severance* But the moral, or rather the political, 
impedimeifts to the right adjustment of this ques* 
tion, are formed of so much tougher materials, 
that I scarcely hope to escape being deemed pre- 
sumptuous for touching upon them at all* 

One of the^ most obvious difficulties, I suspect, 
in the way of improving the intercourse between 
Upper Canada and the sea, consists in the absence 
of a hearty political union between the upper and 
lower provinces. The effect of this want of con- 
cert is, that their joint resources are not, and can- 
not, I fear, be directed to this and many other ob- 
jects which, if the colonies were thoroughly joined, 
would eminently advance the interests of the united 
body. 

How such a political alliance is to be brought 
about, I have not information enough to enable 
me to judge ; but there is one scheme for paving 
the way towards so desirable a consummation, 
which, I confess, has always appeared to me ex- 
trefaiely feasible, and I trust it will not be allowed 
to go to sleep. I allude to the annexation of Mont- 
real to Upper Canada* Until that point be ar- 
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Tanged^ tine reaomroes of the iq^per prDviiioe^ one«f 
the richest portione of his Majesty's do]iiiiiioii% 
must ineritably be crampedy and its aflbctiTe in- 
terest in ns diminished. Without a seaport which 
she can call her own, and without those advan-* 
t^pes, oommerdai and finandal, which nothing 
elae can sapplyv her energies of every kind mnst 
he deadened; and, above all, those rehitions which 
bind her and the mother eenntry together cannot 
fail to be looaened— orv to speak more correctly, 
they have not yet been properly jestabKshed, and I 
tAr never can be, while she is fims blocked out 
from die sea* 

• Upper Canada, by political birthr^ty 88 well aa 
her steady loyalty to Great Britain, is certainly en- 
titled to be placed on eqnal terms with her neighs 
bonrs. But until tiie only seaport she can poadh- 
blyobtain, be included within her boundary, andl 
her legislature be thus Tested with efficient coi^ 
trol'over the commercial resources of the colony^ 
that provixice must be virtually separated from us, 
and from the rest of the world. She will be even 
estranged from her aister colonies in that continent, 
and also from those of the West Indies, with all 
of which she is unquestionably entitled to hold as 
open relations, aa are ex^ojed by any of the rest oi 
his Majesty's possessions. But these relations it ii 
almost a mockery ta.suppose she can keep up with* 



%iit II j^ee ace^BS to the ocean, not as a matter of 
tavoiir, but as an inherent territorial rights indiH 
pendent of the good*>will of any other oouniry or 
province. This claim is much strengthened, in the 
ffpinion of its advocates, by the iact tiiat, although 
ahe'^has no seaport, two-thirds of the exports from 
the river St Lawrence are the produce of Uppet 
Guiada, and as this ratio will probably go on in*^ 
creasing in h^ favour, it becomes daily more and 
more important for England to consider the que»« 
tion attentively. - 

The Lower Canadians are, I believe, and not UU'* 
naturally, averse to the relinquishment of Mont^ 
real ; but they might well be contented with the 
magnificent port of Quebec ; especially as there 
can be little doubt that stny augmentatioh of Wealth 
in their sister colony must be fully shared by them, 
and their pfofits from that source would^ probably, 
very soon overbalance any loss incident to this 
nominal sacrifiee^ 

The first effect of bringing the boundary of Upper 
Oinada further down, would inevitably be the adop- 
tion of an extensive set of improvements in the 
navigation of the St Lawrence ; for the capital 
and enterprise of the great city of M<mtreal would 
then coalesce with those of the western parts ot 
the province, the inhabitants of which have already 
done so much, higher up^ at the Welknd Cwoal, 
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and Bnriingtoii Bay« Thntf meanires, wUcIi ac« 
BOW stwedby the want of vigorouB eoncert, would 
start into efficiency at once. Lower Canada would 
immediately feel the advantage of sacli improT^d 
interconrse, while the resonrces of the upper pto-» 
yince — almost boundless — ^would for the first time 
be called into full operation. ThecityofMontrealy 
which, under any possible view, must be the great 
point of transit, would then reap the advantages 
of both* Thus all the parties concerned would be 
benefited, andthose cordial bondsof profitableunion 
be drawn round the two colonies, whicb it is so 
obviously the interest ai the mother country ta 
tighten. 

This I take to be orthodox colonial policy on ovit 
part, whether a formal pdlitical uniim of the pro^ 
vinces be contemplated or not. For it seems to be 
• the course which is most for the good of thoee 
countries; andif this be so, it ought to be the first 
object of the statesmen at borne tp bring it about; 
for the real interest of the parent state will certain- 
ly follow, sooner or later, every sudi exercise of 
good faith, uncontaminatedby national selfishness. 

While treating of the communications betweoi 
Lower and JQpper Canada, I ought to mention^ 
that other means besides those above alluded to are 
already in active progress for obviating the diffi^ 
culties of the ascent from tiie level of tiie sea to 



UPPER CANADA. 9S1 

'that of Lake Ontario. A canal is nearly completed 
from Kingston, the great nayal and milkary star 
tion at the east end of Lake Ontario^ to the Ottawa 
River, which joins the St Lawrence a few miles 
above Montreal. This important military work, 
undertaken at the expense of the British govern- 
ment, is intended especially for the transport of 
troops and military stores at all times, but will be 
more particularly usefdl during any future contest 
with the United States. In order to prevent the 
-posfiibility of our communications between Lower 
and Upper Canada being interfered with in time of 
war, it has been considered right to carry this car 
nal across a part of the country removed to a con- 
. siderable distance back from the frontier ; and so 
situated, in other respects, that no probable incur- 
sion of the enemy could destroy it, or even inter- 
rupt the passage of boats. 

The Rideau Canal, as this extensive work is 
called, is formed almost entirely of a string dT 
lakes joining one anothier; so that in its whole 
length, which is 133 miles, there are not above 2Q 
of regular canal work. The rest is accomplished 
hy lakes, by locks, and by a series of dams thrown 
across the valleys, which, by confining the T^ter^ 
produce artificial reservoirs, many miles in length, 
on which steam-boats can navigate vrithout injury 
to the banks. 
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This military e&nal will require a efnrihleralile 
^man of money ; but pn>bably there nevlr was any 
expense better bestowed. For the cost c( tran»- 
porting ordnanoe and other stores by the direct 
route of the St Lawrence, up the lapids, is so enor- 
mous, that the saving of a few years on this item 
alone wiO repay the wbole outhiy. The essential 
advantage, however, and one which, in my bjHnidii, 
we cannot relinquish without risk of national dis- 
honour, is the perfect security it affords of heiag 
able to send troops and stores backwards and fer> 
wards, in the event of hostilities, with that rapidky 
which constitutes the chief denderatom in defen- 
sive warfare. It must be remembered that we aie 
pledged in a thousand ways to assist the Canadian 
in defending their country ; and, as long as they 
perform thdir part of the international contrael^ 
we are bound to shrink from no means of rend«vw 

ing them secure* But without the completion of ' 
the Rideau Canal, our fellow-countrymen the C»* 
nadians can feel none of that security wMck oujr 
superior means enable us to give them* Any h^ 
sitation, therefore, on our part, at this stage oi tlie 
business, will load us with the respoUfilUlity of fu^ 
ture disasters. Our pretont duty is moat dear-<- 
and though its execution be somewhat costly, its 
imperative character is not altered on that account. 
TherQ can be no doubt as to what we ought to doi 
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wate a mtr to break out to-morrow. But a.ino*- 
iiieiifs reflection will show, thai the obligatkm is 
eqnalty binding upon us in adTaace, as it will be 
in that contingeUcy. 

Were aaldpcanalcnt along thebaaksof theSt 
Ijawrenoe» in the nianner first deaciibed, round the 
npids whieh impede the naTigatian of that river, 
and no other work eonstmctody sudi as that of the 
Itidean Caoal, fiurther from the frontier, the ob» 
jeots contemplated by the goTemment would be 
very partially, if at all, answered. In peace, no 
doubt, there would be a great saring in the trans* 
port of stores from the lower to the upper province. 
But, in the erent of a war with our neighbours in 
the south, it is quite obvious that iliis commnnicar 
tiooL would stand a great chance of being cut off by 
«adden incursions, against which it would be next 
to impossible to guard so long a line of canal, ly«- 
ing on the very bank of the river. To estaUiih 
this point, it is only neoeseary to mention, that there 
sore between forfy and fifty places where the cluou- 
nel for the boats on the Canada shore is withim 
point blank cannon shot of the American .frontier. 
Anotbermeana of communication, therefore, faiv- 
•tber back, is absolutely indispensable. 

The difficulty, however, of defending Canada, 
in the event of a war, it cannot be denied, and 
-ought not to be concealed, will be much increased 
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ky every thing wbidi tends to improre themettift 
tii travelling along a frontier lying actoally under 
the guns of the sapposed hostile nation* As fiur, 
therefore, as mere defence goes, it wonid be better, 
if it were possible^ to render tiie kft bank of the St 
Lawrence an impervious wilderness, and to angw 
ment the difficulties of the rajads, instead of dear- 
ing tiiem away* The more, in short, the river St 
JLawrence is made a high road, die greater will be 
the diiicnlty of defending tiie two Canadas during 
A war with the United States. 
> The Rideau Canal, it will be observed, pmpoeefy 
lakes sncharonnd-about course^ that tiiere islitlie 
ehance of its being used for commercial purposes 
in peace, though in war it would become the great 
channel of intercourse. The capitalists of Upper 
CSsnada and of Montreal, if that city diall be an* 
ACJEed to it, win therefore^ I have littie doubt, be 
atin desirous of constructing a ship canal, by wMch 
they may sail directiy up and down the St Law- 
rence. They will hardly take into account the 
chances of a war with the United States ; or, i£ 
they do, it will only quicken their loyalty, and 
bind them closer to us, by giving them s<Hnething 
more valuable to defend, and rendering our alfi- 
ance and hearty co-operation more essential to 
them. 
^ How fiff his Majesty's government can be ezr 
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pected to countenance a project, which military 
men are agreed in supposing will materially in- 
crease the difficulty of defending the provinces, I 
cannot pretend to say. 

For my own part, however, after much reflec- 
tion on the relative condition of the United States, 
the Canadas, and England, and upon all these 
arguments, I can see no reason why these two 
canals, one for commercial, the other for military 
^purposes, should not go on and prosper together. 
I am confident that, in any posdble contingency, 
the Canadians, whose hearts are now truly with 
xis, and may easily be kept so, will be found equal, 
^th a little of our assist^^nce, to maintain their 
4ioble country untouched by any invader. 

But whatever becomes of the St Lawrence Ca- 
nal-— wliich is a minor consideration-— the military 
communication between the upper and lower pro- 
"vinces by the Rideau Canal must^-if we r^ard 
OUT national honour — ^on no account be abando^* 
ed, cost what it may. And I have only to add, that 
if it had been executed before the late contest with 
America, it is matter of demonstration that mil- 
lions of public money would have been saved. StilL 
fiffther, it may be suggested, if we do not take 
warning by past risks, we may, in a future war, 
chance to lose something else, which, if once let 
flip, no millions can replace. 



9S6 TftAYELs m 



CHAPTER Vni. 



Ov the 12th of Jiily^ 1827, I made m ezemw 
Am on bonebaek from the tu^hbourhoodof IG»- 
gavA, to the moath of the GrmndRivery which nuit 
JBto Lake Erie at its nortb-eaeteni comer, Imd k 
inteNitiiig from bm^ the pomt selected for a hai» 
boor at the aoufli end of the WelhuideaiiaL Iae» 
companied two gentlemen who, fortmmtely finr m^ 
werewell aeqmmited with the coimtiy^«nd thna 
wonld probably have been nothing wanting' to coo^ 
plete our enjoyment, had we not omitted to eairy 
with US the finest specimen of a cold roast turkey I 
oTtf sawyezpresslyformed^Qnewoiild hayethooght, 
fi>r sueh a jno^nie party as omn; What on earth 
prevented ns from dismembering this chief rf 
birdi^aod stufling one l^inio one pocket, andeni 
into the other, I don't know. Had I been consults 
<ed, I should have had no scruple in taking upon 
Ake .Ssep's share of the lug^^age, and slinging the 
whole animal over my shooldersw People may 
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gmile at my nsmitig a roast tin*key in the saHui 
page with Niagara ; but I can iell them that in 
the woods of Canada such things are not to he 
trifled Mnth, even witlnn sight, as we were, of the 
elo^ds of spray which rest for ever above the 
cataract. 

We drove in « (arriage for the first ten or 
twelve miles, and then mounting our horses, dash- 
ed dffough the woods in a southerly direction io* 
wards Lake Erie. Here and there we came to farms 
cut out of the wilderness, as stones are hewn out 
of quanies, insignificant indentures apparently in- 
to the boundless forest, but the inevitable forerun^! 
nars of esrtensive, and real improvements in a conn- 
try favoured by so many Sources of wealth— »a good 
cMmate, a good government, and a fertile soil. 
Them patches were sometimes pleasing and scmbo** 
tunes the reverse ; and, like most things, in a great 
meascire dependent upon the framte of the observer's 
mind at the moment. At one time we rejoiced to 
iee a smiling cultivated farm, cottages, and people^ 
taldi^ the place of the old^ xmseen, useless tenants 
of the woods and wilds, the Indian and the bufiBalo. 
At another moment we were made melancholy by 
observing the merciless, wanton sort of way in 
which whole districts have been 8trippe<l of the 
most beautiful oaksy weeping elmsf, and pines, fit 
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ttUMts for Mmie great admiral^ to make room for 
potato-fields, pignsties, and log-huts. 

It was a relief, at all eveats, to get into the opes 
air again, and we cantered merrily alongthe sandy 
beach of Lake Erie, the colour of whose waters 
was green, not blue like those of Lake Ontario^ 
which, in this respeet, exactly resembles the great 
ocean* The waves curled and broke, however, on 
the lAore very like those of the sea ; though I miss- 
ed the rich aromatic perfume so gratefdl to a sail- 
or's senses, which rises from the salt surf weed% 
and sometimes from those shrubs and grasses pe« 
euliar to the coast. 

We rode eighteen miles along the shore, scMoe^ 
times actually touching the water, and at othec 
places, striking inland a little. Upon one of these 
occasions we came tojEm extensive district of coon-' 
try, which had been inundated apparently for se^ 
veral years. The consequence was, that aU vege- 
table things, trees, imder wood, and grass, were kill- 
ed outright, the whole scene being left in the mos^ 
deplorable state of desolation* Many trees appear-' 
ed to have had their tc^ blown off in the pro- 
gress of decay, and upcm the summits of the stamps 
some politic eagles had built nests, which looked 
not unlike great wigs placed on the top of May 
poles. In many of these we could see the heads of 
certain young eagles peeping over the edge, and 
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lugliat>ove all, the ugly, bald-^fiaied, old birds, ntmx* 
ing away in grand style. ' 

The reminiscences of the cold turkey, now be^ 
gan to interfere grievously with the interest of th. 
scenery ; and, like sailors cast adrift in a boat, we 
made distant allusions to the subject with woixiottft 
forebodings of future abstinence* '^ I wish much," 
I said, *^ that we could see any thing like an inn sk 
head there amongst those trees*" My companions 
who were older travellers in Canada, smiled at my 
fiimpUcity, and bade me be of good cheer, since we 
eould not possibly get a morsel of food till we 
reached the Grand Biver, still many leagues fronHk 
tis* But, fortunately^ they were out in their reck«» 
oning ; for, just as we turned the comer of a pro-t 
jecting point of land, and felt the cool south-'Wesi 
sea breeze, as it might bcL called, in our faces^ we 
beheld the glorious vision of a sign«-post, infinitely 
more pleasing to our eyes than any Baphael or 
Rembrandt could possibly have been. 

The door was open, but the cottage was empty,r 
and as no signs of food or fire were to be discover'^ 
ed, our hearts sunk within ns« But hope soon 
met our eyes in the shape of a comely young 
woman, who spoke delightful things of bacon and 
eggs, displayed a loaf of bread, and half pronu-^ 
8^ us one of the old hens which we saw chuck-^ 
ling about the doors, unconscious of her fate« It 
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no easy matter te strike a Ught ; and I don't 
know kow we Bhould have got on, kad it not been 
for ike assistaiice of an Irisk lad wko joined ns at 
this moment, and tkrustingkiB nose into ike askesy 
deekffed tkere was a i^ark. Tkis was speedily ex- 
alted into a goodly ibla^ and wkile Ike lady ]»)o^ 
eeedad to put -ker sentence of dealk into execo* 
tion against tke poultry, ske good-naturedly allow* 
ed vs to get ike tearkettlennder weigk, and mada 
no objecdons to oar numnainmr ike closet for cnna 
and saucers. Ske lau|^ied nqieatedly at oor awk«« 
wardness; and quisaed me in particular unmcroi-* 
Dally for making Aefite at a part rf ike keartkbe-'- 
yond ike reack of Ike iron crane upon wkick tha 
tearketile was to kang. I raised myself ko weyer^ 
several drives in ker estimation, ky krin^oig m 
Mttle nautical scioice to bear upon ibis matter. 
Wiik a couple of sticks, planted on tke side of tks 
dnmney^ I got up a sort of outrider or pnp^ 
wkick being aj^lied to Ike suspending cbain, bnl- 
ged it out, and tkns guided ike tea-kettle to its 
proper birtk over die flames. 

Our nags, in the meantime, in imitatibn of ^eir 
riders, kad been feasting upon a great arm^foll of 
new bay, brought by the kind fanner ikimseUv 
who, upon detecting us from afor, kad kurried 
kome to assist us. So tkat wkenwe remoontedt 
and agiain attaoked tke road, every tking appeaiH 
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MA to htLre aoqiiked a treAer rdkL Att-fiil^ii^ 
vn» gone, bodily »iid mental. Tbe kike, the iMAdcB, 
tlie gf^onpinf of tbe tfeee,:'3iv«re dlvMtie beantifid 
than before; and so far from the ride «eeimig long, 
ive droned into the ^paiet fittib na^cal C8tahli8h<i> 
ment at the mouth of &e Grand Rivev^-onr ul* 
timate object^— long before it appeared tiiat wo ioA 
eome nearly to the lonmcy's end. 
' 1%e flagHstaff was struck, liie masikm gene lo d»- 
cay, the store-houses nearly empty. Evory liong 
w« 8a^,m«hort, bespoke 4testillne»«>di>egleet 
of peace, as contradistiuguished from ihe itttdio^ 
activity of iron war. 

' A small military party "weaee stationed here, ui^ 
der the command of an officer, whose unhappiaefit 
at this moment interested our feelings not a liide. 
AM things^ it i8 said, are judged of by compari- 
son ; but surely it required some elastieity in the 
imagination to understand how such a wi^^hed 
abode as the Grand River statioii could be deemed 
a desirable redd^ce. Yet so it sedned to this 
worthy officer, and his poor iamily, who were in 
great distress at the necessity of leayii^ it. . 
'- In the meantime, he show^ us to his log-house, 
not a dozen feet high, half buried in the sand,.wilii- 
in twenty paces of a stagnant marsii, and blessed 
with not more than ten yards of prospect in any 
direction, besides being placed in a sort of eddy 
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or cove, which tempted whole armies of indus- 
trious -mosquitoes to carry on their operations 
against himself, his wife, and his six children* To 
compensate for this superabundance of company 
of one description^ he told us, what indeed was 
sufiidently apparent, that bis society in all other 
respects was very limited; but as this removed the 
necessity of incurring inconvenient expenses, and 
9a he had h^un to draw sundry little comforts 
about him, and the whole party possessed cheerr 
ful dispositions, the loneliness of the situation was 
scarcely felt* 

Some months previqps to our visit, a party of 
soldiers had been ordered from Quebec to this re- 
mote stadon, and our friend, who considered him- 
self fortunate in getting the appointment, set off ac- 
cordingly with his family, in high spirits. The pro- 
verbial miseries of a protracted voyage across Lake 
Ontario, in a badly found sloop, and the ten times 
moreharassing journey through theforest, weresuh^ 
minted to with pati^Kce. Not far from the Grand 
River, the party were benighted, and such was 
thejolting of the carriage over the Corduroy roads, 
that to save the little life of one of their children, 
only three weeks old, it was lifted out of the car- 
riage and caNied in one of the men's arms in the 
dark, through the woods, though at every third 
step the honest soldier-nurse plunged up to his 
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kiiees in the mud; while the poor urehin was un* 
consciously ai^^enting the miseries of the night 
by crying with cold and hunger. At length the 
dreary journey was at an end^ and aU its miseries 
were soon forgotten in the joy of getting fairly 
established in a home of some kind, suited to their 
means, and rendered doubly, advantageous from 
being, as they thought, permanent. Tlie arrival of 
the baggage waggons brought fresh cares in the 
«hape of a miserable account of broken crockery-— 
an irreparable misfortune in the back woods! But, 
as I said before, they were far too happy to feel 
themselves fixed at last, io worry one another with 
unavailing complaints, but turned about cheerfully 
to make the most of their situation for the next 
few years. On the very morning we arrived, how*^ 
ever, counter orders reached the station; the re- 
giment, it seems, was ordered from Canada to 
England, and another officer was of course appoint- 
ed to supersede our afflicted host. 

It is all very well to assert, that officers who 
marry on dieir pay, must take their chance of the 
turns of tfaaservice, and that the case I have just 
described is that of five hundred others. So it is. 
But yet, when we come in contact with the actual 
misery of suck scenes, the evil, em far fimn bdng 
lessened, is aggivivated by the reflections which 
remind us of their frequency. 
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To descend to ^e ooanor ilb of life, I«vaauft 
say tbat, in an evil bonr, we decided ll]Nm^1e■^ 
Ting the Btation, and crossing die river to a Httle 
inn, where we thought we ahoold be more at 
eaee tluMi if we accepted the kind offer nade to 
us by the officer in charge of the estaUishment, 
to sleep at his honse. At ease, did I say ! ? Net 
in Lima — €hte << CSly of the Kings,** — which, tifl 
now, I had thonght was the headHjaarters of 
those nameless creeping things which form the mi* 
sery of bad lod^ngs—- did I ever encoonter such 
myriads of those mnrd^rers of dec^ 'For half the 
night I lay tossing^ and growUng, and ejacnlsting, 
in terms not fit to be printed. I tried to remedy 
matters by putting on a great-coat ; then drew 
on gloves, stoddngs, drawers— all to no porpoee ! 
€rot lip, spread a sheet on the mnd floor-— stiU in 
vain ! At last, abont midnight, it occmxed to mes» 
that as the case was evidently hopeless, it wonid 
be best to lie still, grinning and bearing the tor- 
ture as well as might be. So I lay revdbving all 
the sweet and bitter thoughts I ooold muster^ and 
at time, almost managed to pMoBophize mTBelf 
into the confession that even these annoyances 
were trifles in comparison vrith the varied, and 
boundless sort ^ int^'est, which was rising higher 
and higher at every step as the journey advanced* 
The dawning of the next day was hailed with 
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.great joy by all bands, and sbortly after four o'oloek 
the wbole party were up and stirring about the eot- 
tage. Our hostess, the widow of a sailor formerly 
on the establishment, with the neatness of habits 
belonging to a man-<^-war,. had laid out for us a 
capital break&st ol 6sh^ caught during the night 
in a seine^ or drag-net, by three or four of the sad- 
dlers of the little garrison opposite. Our table was 
placed in the open air, and facing, the rising sun ; 
with Lake Erie, now quite still, lying at our feet, 
aad~Iam ashamed to use sudiasimae-notTery 
.imlike an immense pond. The high grounds of 
PennsylTania lay sleeping in the distance beyond i1^ 
and looming high in the misty air of the cool morn- 
ing, a circumstance which, to experienced eyes, 
foretold a sultry day. The Grand River drifted 
slowly past, black and sluggish, as if it had been a 
stream of dark-coloured oil rather than of water ; 
this tinge being imparted to it, the inhabitants in- 
formed us, byCranboroughand Waanfleet Marshes, 
of whicb extensive swamps it is the principal 
drain. 

We set o£F about seven o'clock to ride through 
one of these treacherous, half-drowned districts— 
I forget whiph of them — and were nothing daunt- 
ed^ as we ought in reason to have tieen, by the sto- 
ries of the danger, and the intolerable badness of 
the roads. For the first mile or two, we tripped 
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alotig pretty wdl, with tely an occaaonal slouglit 
.whieh reminded me of the villaiiioiis pantanas, or 
great mud-holes, of Baenos Ayres, large enotigh 
to swallow a mail coach. As we proceeded, things 
got worse and worse, till at last it seemed as if 
we were in a very fair way to imitate the &te of 
the Master of Ravenswood, by stabling our steeds 
in the bottomless pit of some Kelpie's Flow* > 

At this critieal stage of our progress, when, I 
suspect, we only wanted a good excuse for turn- 
ing back, but were deterred from saying so, by 
the mere fact of its being hazardous ta advance, 
we observed a portly-looking horseman approach- 
ing us from the Marsh.. In reply to our interro- 
gatories, as to the state of the roads farther on, he 
shook Ins head, and assured us they were much 
worse than any we had yet seen. 

^^ The truth is," added he — chuckling at his own 
prowess — ^^ I had myself some considerable dis- 
tance to ride through a place where it was so deep^ 
that the water came far above my knees." 

On hearing this assertion, our eyes naturally 
glanced, incredulously, to his nether garments, 
which were perfectly sleek, clean, and dry. ' 

" Oh," cried he, guessing our thoughts, and 
smacking his thigh with his hand, ^^ I was obliged 
to take off Ihese articles," — naikiing'them— '^^ and 
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by hanging them over my shoulders, I did very 
Well, as you perceive." 

' We did perceive it well enough ; but the imagd 
of our fat fHend struggling through the bog, with 
two thirds of his legs immersed in mud, and his 
inexpressibles hoisted over his shoulders, like the 
flag of a ship in distress, union downwards, was 
<|uite signal enough for us; and, after laughing 
heartily, first at him, and then with him, we tack- 
ed ship in his company. 

We now retraced our floundering steps ; and ha^ 
ving reached firm footing once more, cantered along 
the beach of the lake for twenty-four miles, struck 
again into the depths of the forest, in a direction 
which carried us to the eastward of the above men- 
tioned marshes, and eventually, after a long day's 
ride— long at least for a sailor — brought us to the 
banks of the Chippewa, or Welland River. By 
following the course of this languid stream for five 
iniles, we reached the important eminence known 
by' the name of the Short Hills, which rises nearly 
in the centre of the peninsula of Niagara. 
' From this elevated spot, which is distant about 
twelve miles from the American frontier, a fiiU view 
is commanded both of Lake Ontario and Lake Erie ; 
as well as of all the intermediatecountry, both Ame- 
rican and Canadian, adjacent to the Falls. It is pro- 
posed to erect upon these heights an extensive and 
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powerfol fortress, in place of tlie-Iiatf dozen petty 
batteries or forts heretofore maintained along 
die Hiagara line. To this seenre military station, 
not only the regular troops in the country might 
be drawn in time of war, hut die provincial militia 
would natorally flock toU as a rallying point, cer- 
tain of protection, and confident also that their 
services would be turned to good account, und«r 
competent Erection, and veteran companionship^ 
in the eventof any threatened invasion. Intimea 
past, from want of some impregnable position of 
tUs Idnd, the resoorces of the upper province were 
scattered and wasted, instead of being condensed 
round a common centre of action. While at tiie 
same time, the insignificant nature of the old d&* 
fences, aboye alluded to, erected on the very edge 
of the frontier, only tempted the miemy to attack 
them ; and this led in its turn, naturally enough, 
to hostile inroads and other retaliatiims, which 
ended in nothing but misery and irritation to botii 
parties, withojit advancing any military or na* 
tional object one jot. 

It may be said, indeed, that on a frontier so ex* 
tensive as that of Nia^ira, tiie enemy, in the event 
of a war, would be able to enterCanada, to pass the 
projected fortress at tihe Short Hills, and to lay 
waste the country round about and beyond it, with 
impunity. But I am told by military men that 
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such an object ccmldnot be accomplished without a 
large force, ddiherately prepared for the purpd^e^ 
under circuaistanjces that could not fail to be 
known, and easily counteracted. The garrison of 
the fort in question, would have ready means of 
horassii]^ them, and of intercepting their march 
with a much inferior force of regulars, provided, as 
may be safely reckoned upon, the provincial mi- 
litia were mustered in any considerable numbers, 
under the gons of such a work as it is proposed to . 
erect. 

I write upon this subject with some confidence, 
because I had mieans of satisfying myself that a 
more loyal or determined people never existed than 
the Canadian settlers, or men more thoroughly 
resolved to guard the blessings they enjoy. *A11 
they require, as I conceive, is to be treated by the 
mother country in a manner whicli shall imply, on 
our part, a thorougk conviction of their hearty good- 
will towards us. As one step towards this end, and 
perhaps the most important step of all, •! conceive 
that this fortification, and one or two others, ought 
to be erected forthwith ; to show the Canadians, as 
weD slS. their neighbours, that we are in earnest 
m our determination to maintain the integrity of 
the colonies ; and likewise, that we place fiill con- * 
fidence in their national good fidth as loyal Eng<^ 

2l 



360 « TRAVELS IN J 

liahmen, — to all intents and porpcMes; as if Canada 
were no further from us than C<»nwaIL 

It ]soften..8aid9. and perhaps truly, that it is con- 
trary to the genius of the American goyemmenty 
to acquire territory by open'warfaxe. But stiU, the 
proximity of the Canadasr— tike fertile nature of 
dieir soil — the excellence of their climate— the 
comparatiyely unoccupied nature of the land — 
are all motiyes, and very Intimate ones, it must 
be allowed, to stimulate the inhabitants of the 
United States to such a conquest, independently 
of the obyious and perfectly fair object of inju- 
ring her enemy, supposing us to be, unhappily, 
again at war. 

Neyertheless, as long as the present form of go- 
yemment exists in Ammca, there cannot possibly 
be an efficient standing army in that country in 
peace — the only security for yigocous exertions in 
«var ; andeyen supposing their militia could be in^ 
duced to cross the frontier to inyade the British 
proyinces, which e^q^rience shows cannot be easily 
accomplished^ still, if the Canadians be but hearty 
in their own cause, they will always, eyen single- 
handed, be more than a match for their inyading^ 
antagonists. Nor is this said slightingly of the op- 
posite party, by any means; for a similar observa- 
tion, I conceive, would hold goody if the invasion 









UPPER CAN^ADA. 351 

were to take the opposite courfie, and the United 
States were to be attacked b jr the Canadians* '^ . 

If, then, a due degree of hearty and mutual con- 
fidence be established between the Canadas and 
England-<i-for to be worth a straw it must be mu- 
tual — and, here and there, we put forward con- 
spicuously, such indisputable symptoms of our 
sincerity as the proposed military work at the 
Short Hills near Niagara, similar to the splendid 
citadel already executed at Quebec^ these colonies 
will be as. secure from foreign conquest, and, by 
judicious 'management on their part and on ours, 
be made, permanenUy, as substantially British, as 
die Isle of tVi^t* 



jLm 
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CHAPTER DL 



Oh the. 16th of July, 1887, alter a oonple of 
days of rest, whieh were quite neeeaHuey fiir me 
after two soidi long ricle% Mrs Hall and I aet off 
on a abort ezcuracm, aa we thought, towards Bur^ 
lington Bay,. at the western extremity of Lake 
Ontario. As all accounts agreed in stating the 
roads to be very bad, and as our intention- was to 
be absent only a coiq^le of days, we accepted the 
offer of some kind friends in the neighbourhood of 
the Falls to take charge of our child; — and it was 
well we did so, as the result will show. 

The interest of the trip increased so much as 
we proceeded onwards, the weather was so beau- 
tiful, and we found ourselves in scenes so entirely 
new, that instead of a mere jaunt of eight and forty 
hours, we fairly made out the whole distance, 
through the woods, from Niagara to Kingston, 
which lie at opposite ends t>f Lake Ontario. The 
whole distance, including two excursions to the 
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interior, vm 463 miles. One journey by land, of 
this extent, lioweyer, in thkt country, was qtiite 
enough, and we gladly availed ourselyes of the 
steamTboot to return to the Falls, after eleven days 
and a half of as rough ttaTelling— I will answer 
for it— as any lady and gentleman were erer ex- 
posed to— from choice. 

During the first day's march, on the 16th of 
July, we encountered nothing remarkable, unless 
some fine scenery be so considered. It may, per- 
haps, sound very heterodox, but I know few things 
more fatiguing, for a continuance, than fine sce- 
nery; and I suspect most people, after passing 
three or four weeks in Switzerland, if they dared 
own it, would say they were right glad to escape 
into Italy, or even into France^ At all events, we 
had not muchfidiigue of this kind to complain of 
in any part of America; for, take it all in all, a 
more unpicturesque country is hardly to be found 
any where. 

On the next day, the 17th of July, we visited^ * 
an object well worthy of attention,— a natural/ 
dam, or breakwater, which lies, as I have, men- 
ti<med, across the mouth of Burlington Bay, at 
the extreme western end of Lake Ontario. This 
very singular embankment is six miles long, 
nearly straight, and rises about 12 or 15 feet 
above the level of the lake. It varies from 40 to 
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100 yards in widtb, is formed entirely of sand, and 
covered with oaks. This grand pier, or spit, or key, 
is called The Beach, and is altogether the most 
extraordinary thing of the kind I ever saw. With-^ 
in it lies a large harbour, fire or six miles across^ 
and carrying 15 fathoms water in the middle. 

This harrier has, I conceive, been thrown np 
by the waves of Iiake Ontario during the hard east- 
erly gales, at which times, I am told, the wat^ is 
raised many feet higher at the western end of the 
lake, and proportionably lowered at the eastern 
extremity. I know by experience, that when 
it blows hard, a short, high sea gets np in a mo- 
ment, on these hikes, very nnpleasant for shipa 
Heretofore Burlington Bay has beenlocki^np'by 
this great natural boom; but a canal has latdy 
been cut through it nearly at the centre, the sides 
of which are formed of a niunber of cribs or wood- 
en frames, loaded with stones and sunk to the bot- 
tom, by which the wearing away of the sand by 
the flux and refluxof the water, which is at times 
▼ery rapid, is prevented, and the passage kept open. 
The entrance is still further secured from injury 
by two piers, formed in like manner of loaded 
cribs ; one of these piers is 900 feet long, the other 
800. The utility of this spirited work has already 
begun to be felt and acknowledged in the sur- 
rounding country; and the whole scene i 
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not a bad specimen of the scale in wbich natural 
objects are. found in the new world. 

In the course of the next day, we made an ac* 
quaintance with the chief of an Indian tribe. But 
our Mend, if he will permit us to call him so, 
was any thing but what tiie imagination paints to 
itself of such a character. In his speech, dress, 
manners, and conduct, as well as in his opinions, 
and also in his tastes and habits, he is quite an 
Englishman. He is the owner of a landed pro- 
perty which he lives upon and cultivates : but 
how far he keeps up any relations with the tribe 
to which he belongs by birth, I do not exactly know.. 
I should conceive, howiever, that a person so cir* 
cumstancedfWhohas travelled in England and other 
countries, and who certainly has capacity enough 
to profit by what he haa^observed, might be the 
means of doing much good to a race of whom it is 
impossible to think without a melancholy, because 
almost a hopeless interest. 

For want of a better conveyance, we were ob- 
liged to travel in a vehicle dignified by the name 
of a waggon, but which in fact was neither more 
nor less than a good, honest, rattling, open cart ; 
for though we enjoyed the honour and glory of four 
wheels, the elasticity of the supporting wooden 
bars of a convenient enough seat in the middle, 
was a sorry substitute for springs. 
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Just at. smisety wlien we were half-wBy between 
two stages, one of the a^detrees gave waj, and down 
we came <nL our broadside. A dweSmg was near 
at hand, fait npontrjring the doorS) they, w ere foond 
alllodced, and no Bjrmptoms of life were to he seen 
or heard except dogs, pigs, and cows. The driver 
waa at a loss, till I advised him to set <^ with his' 
heme inqneatof anoihercartorwaggon;«-*andthere 
we were left, in the middle of a Canadian forest, at 
m^btm -oiTonndud by swamp, sonoioaa wi& 
innumerable buU-frogs, and by an atmosphere 
dogged with nozioas 'vapours, and dbuded with 
mosquitoes* 

We had been qaazxing the four-wheeled travel- 
ling waggon a little while.before, and comjdainmg 
of the roughness of the wooden springs ; but we 
were right glad, after an hour^ delay, to find 
ourselves once again in motion, liiou^ in a still 
less magnificent conveyance — ^literally a common 
two-wheeled farm cart, with nothing but a bunch 
.of straw to break the violence of the jolts, which 
sent the rattling sound of our equipage^ in dreary 
echoes, far into the un^tplored recesses of those 
dismal swamps. 

Next morning at six o^clock, we left our night's 
quarters, which we did not reach till ten the-even-. 
ing before, and breakfested at a Heat clean sort of 
country inn. The morning was cool and clear; 
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andthaugh tlie sunsbone bnty it wausnat 
able, being merely brigbt enougb to give lustre aikl 
dbeerfulnesfl to tbe landscape* When people are 
in good spirits^ every thing aj^ears to smile. 

On our way to York, the capital of Upper Ca-^ 
nada, on the northern shore of Lake Ontario, we 
made a turn off the road, to visit a village recently 
erected on the banks of the river Credit, and ia* 
habited by the tribe of Mississaguas. 

Till within the last three or four years,, tfaes^ 
Indians were known in that part of Canada as the 
most profligate, drunken, and it was supposed, 
irreclaimable of ravages. Such, indeed, was their 
state of wretchedness, that the . total and speedy 
extinction of the whole tribe seemed inevitable. 
All this was attributed to other causes than po* 
Terty ; for the annual distribution of goods to the 
tribe, either as a bounty from the crown, or as a 
eonsideration for lands which they had ceded, was 
most ample ; whilst their neighbourhood to popu* 
loos settlements insured them a ready market 
for their game or fish, if they had been indus* 
triously disposed. They owned also a fine tract of 
land, reserved for th^ exclusive use. But it 
seems, they were lost in a state of continual intox- 
ieaiaon,. brought on by drinking tbe vilest kind ol* 
spirits, obtuned by bartering the clothiBfi and other 
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articles anniially sert^d out to them hj g&rmi^ 
ment. 

• Such a state of things, of conrse, attracted mndi 
attention, and many plans' were suggested for ame- 
liorating their condition ; but none; succeeded in 
reclaiming these miserable objects, till,'' about three 
or four years ago. Sir Per^rine Maitland, then g»* 
▼ernor of Upper Canada, conceived the idea of do^ 
mesticating these Indians on the banks of the river 
Credit. The groimd, accordingly,' was soon clear- 
ed, commodious houses were built, and implements 
of husbandry, clothes, and other things, given to 
the new settlers. These wretched people 'were 
induced to take this step, chiefly by the.influence 
of a missionary of the name of Jones, whose mo- 
ther was a Mississagua, and his father a white 
man. Jones, it appears, had fallen in with seme 
persons of the Methodist persuasion, who,' with the 
zeal and sagacity by which they are so mucb dis- 
tinguished, had imparted to him not only strong 
religious feelings, but had taught him to see how 
usefully he might be employed in reclaiming his 
Indian' brethren from the degradation into whidi 
they had fallen. It happened, fortunately ,. that 
just at the moment, owing to some* circumstances 
which I forget, he had acquired a considerable 
degree of influence amongst the tribe in question; 
and his own virtuous efforts being opportunely 
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seconded by tlie government, the result, so far as 
we could judge, was wonderful. 
I From living more like hogs than men, these 
Mississaguas had acquired, when we saw them, 
many domestic habits. They had all neat houses, 
made use of beds, tables, and chairs, and were per- 
fectly clean in their persons, instead of being plas- 
tered over with paint and grease. They were, 
also, tolerably well dressed, and were described 
as being industrious, orderly, and, above all, so- 
ber. Most of the children, and a few of the older 
Indians, could read English ; facts which we ascer- 
tained by visiting their school ; and I have seldom 
seen any thing more curious. The whole tribe pro- 
fess Christianity, attend divine service regularly, 
and, what is still more to the purpose, their conduct 
is said to be in character with their profession. In- 
stead of hunting and fishing for a precarious liveli- 
hood, they now cultivate the ground ; and in place 
of galloping off to the whisky shop with their 
earmngs, lay them up to purchase comforts, and 
to educate and clothe their children. Such at least 
were the accounts given to us. 

We examined the village minutely, and had 
some conversation with the schoolmaster, a brother 
of. Mr Jones, the person to whose exertions so 
much of the success of this experiment is due. 
The number of Indians at the Credit village is only 
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215; bat the great point gained, is the fact of 
fonnation being possible. The same feelings and 
disposition to improve are extending rapidly, I am 
told, amongst the other tribes connected with the 
Mississagnas, and chiefly amoi^t the Chippewas 
of Lake Simcoe, and those of the Rice Lake. 

Ihad frequent opportunities afterwards, during 
the joramey, of conversing with persons well ac^ 
quainted with the Indians of North America, and 
I was sorry to observe, that feint hopes were en* 
tertained as to any permanent improvement beii^ 
posable in the condition of Ijiese poor peopk. 
When I described what I had seen at this village, 
the persons I spoke to conid not deny, they said, 
that by the care of government, and especially of 
disinterested and zealons people, willii^ to tak 
parsonaltrouble in teaching them the arts of civS 
lifiS they may be bronght, apparently, to a coiif* 
sidetable state of civilisation ; but that, sooner or 
later, they are always fonnd to relapse, when the 
hand that guides them is withdrawn. 

I confess I am unwilling to adopt so discou- 
raging a notion ; ^and I still think, after all I 
hav^ seen and heard, that, by some means or other, 
ike Indians might be reclaimed. This, howevor, 
can be accomplished, as I conceive^ only by ailow-^ 
ixi^ them to mingle with the whites, to possess 
individual property, as well as political 
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«iid thmce tkey jmght come in time, to imd^wtand 
iSie practical value of religious and moral duties ; 
obligations wUch are manifestly uselets to sn^ 
people, or to any people, wben pi^eached merdy 
in tlie abstract. 

On taking leave of tbe Mississaguas, instead of 
returning to the direct road, we cbose to follow the 
course of the Credit till it fell into 'Lake Ontario ; 
after which we put our heads to the eastward, and 
continued along the shore nearly to York. This 
road being formed of the trunks of trees laid cross- 
wise, without any coating of earth or stones, was 
more abominably jolty than fmy thing a European 
imagination can conceive. Over these horriUe 
wooden causeways, technically called Corduroy 
toads, it would be misery to travel in any descrip- 
tion of carriage ; but in a waggcm or eart widi no« 
thing but wooden springs, it is most trying to every 
joint in one's body. Aj bear-skin, it is true, is ge- 
nerally laid on the seat ; but this slips down, or 
slips up — ^in short — ^somehow or other, the poor 
voyager's bones pay for all, notwithstanding the 
tender mercies of the bear ! 

The recollection of such annoyances, however, 
were they twenty times greater, would vanish be- 
neath the renewed touch of agreeable society. On 
reaching York, the seat of Government of Upper 
Canada, some of our own countrymen whom we 
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had never Been before, reerived QB as if we had been 
their dearest friends, and made ns so heartily wel- 
ocMDne, that we had a good opportunity of tasting 
one of the truest pleasures of travelling* 

There is, no doubt, a bright charm in the re- 
newal of old friendships ; but at the same time, on 
a long journey, in a distant foreign land, there is 
a fine sparkling sort of freshness in the active hos- 
pitality of such new acquaintances, of whom all 
that we know is from what we see, and as that is 
fall of kindness to us, and ci amdety to supply our 
wants, there is a fairy-tale kind of animation cast 
over incidents, which, if enacted in the tranquil life 
of home, would probably possess little or no roman- 
tic character. 

Our dinner was laid under the fly <tf a tent, on 
ihe rich green-sward of a dressed piece of ground, 
sloping gently towards the lake. We sat on the 
eastern side of the house, so that by five o'clock 
the shadow fell upon us. The deep sea-blue sur- 
£/tee of old Ontario was now quite smooth ; for the 
morning breeze had fallen, except where a few 
stra^ling catspaws, as we call. them, here and 
there, breathed on the face of the calm mirror, and 
straightway disappeared. The harbour, or, more 
properly speaking, the bay, of York, former^j^call* 
ed Toronto, — a name which it was a sin to change, 
^— is formed by a long spit, or low projecting point 
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of wooded land, with a light-houfie at the end of il;, 
round which one or two.Bchooners were, slipping 
with the last faint pufis of the sea-breeze, just 
enough to fill their upper sails, but without rippling 
ihe water. The air had become deliciously cool, 
and more grateful than I can describe, after the 
sultry day to which we had been exposed. The 
urine was plunged into a large, vessel filled with ice, 
cl^se to the table; but the water was cooled in a 
goglet, or unbaked earthen pitcher, brought from 
Bengal ; the sight of which, with drops like dew 
oozing from its sides, carried my thoughts far back 
to times when, with, friends now all gone, or scatr 
tered never to meet more, I first learned the luxu- 
ries of a hot climate. 

On the 19th of July, instead of proceeding,. as 
we had intended, straight along the great road to 
the eastward, we made a sharp turn to the left, 
and travelled for some thirty miles cKrectly north 
towards Lake Simcoe, one of those numerous sheets 
of water with which Upper Canada is covered ; and 
destined, no doubt, in after times, to afford the 
means of much valuable intercourse from pkce to 
place, when th€ar banks are peopled and cultivated. 
Our present object, however, was to witness the 
annual distribution of presents, as they are called, 
made by government to the Indians ; the regular 
]Mi3nn6nt, in short, of the annuities, in considera- 
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doB of whicli, the Indians have agreed towBnfnish 
llieir title to lands in certain parts of ihe ooon- 

We remained for the night at tbe TiUageof 
New-Bfarket, die nearest point to Holland's Land* 
ing, tlie 8|,ot where the Indians irare eneamped. 
Here we found ourselves most kindly tabn eare 
of by some friends, who^ al Aongh they had never 
iNienoat of Canada, had learnt to value andtoiq^ 
pxipriate the comforts of coontries iiii i li ei' adva»* 
eed in tiiose refinements which, althongh they de* 
pend xxfotk mere taste, certainly add essentiaQy to 
the happiness of life*— despise them, or aflfeet to de> 
qpise fliem, who may. 

Our host was living in a most agieeahle honse^ 
sorrounded by a laige flower garden, intersected 
in all directionB by weU-shaded gravel and tnrf 
walks. In one of Ae rooms stood a piano-ibrte^ 
and plenty of comfortable and handsome fomitare, 
chiefly of tiie bird's eye maple* From this apsrt* 
meat a angle step placed us in a verandah, as wide 
as the room itself, bounded in front and at bodi 
ends by trellis work, so diiokly twined witli hop 
vines, that the sup, and that stilAnore trodblo- 
some intruder, the blazing glare of a red hot sky, 
had no chance for admission, while die breease from 
the garden eadly made its way, perfumed and. tem- 
pered like the sultry wmds of Hindustan after pass^ 
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iag through those ingenious artificial mattings, 
called Tatties, formed of sweet scented grass, and 
suspended, dripping wet, before the doors and win- 
dows, during the heat of the day, in the hotter 
parts of India. 

I may here take occasion to remark, when treat- 
ing of these customs and other refinements, that 
in every part of Canada we found the inhabitants 
^H^kingEngHBh, and acting and looking like Eng- 
lishmen, witiiout any discernible difference. The 
dress of tlie people, also, was not sucli as to excHe 
notice by its difference from tiiat worn in London ; 
and, generally speaking, there was nothing snfi- 
dentiyprominent eitherin tiieirmanners orappear- 
ance toktinguish them from persons simiJ^- 
cumstanced in the mother country. In th^ United 
States, on the contrary, as I have before hinted, 
the language, the thoughts, and even the tone of 
voice, as well as the general appearance, are too 
obviously foreign and peculiar to the coimtry, to 
escape notice. I do not pretend to say which of the 
two is the best, — ^that is a matter of mere taste, 
about which it were idle to dispute, — ^I merely 
state the fact,%s it certamly ajffi|£ds the groimds 
of some remarkable distinctions between these 
adjacent countries, generally, but erroneously, 
thought to bear considerable resemblance. 

The scene at* Holland's Landing was amusing 
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enough, for there were oelleeted about three hun- 
dred ludiaiis, with their squaws and ipapooses, an 
the wotten and childrmi are called* Some of tiie 
party were encamped under the brushwood, in 
birch-bark wigwams, or huts; but the greater num- 
ber, having paddled down Lake Simcoe in the morn- 
ing, had merely drawn up their canoes on the grans, 
ready to start again as soon as the ceremonies of 
the day were over. The Indian Bgent seemed to 
have hard work to arrange the party to his mind; 
but at length the men and women were placed in 
separate lines, while the children lay sprawling 
and bawling in the middle. Many of the nttles, as 
well as females, wore enormous ear7rings, some 
of which I found, upon admeasurement, to be ox 
inches in length ; and others carried round their 
necks silver ornaments, from the size of a watdi, 
to that of a soup-plate. Sundry damsels, X sup- 
pose at the top of thefeshion, had strung over them 
more than a dozen of necklaces of variously stsdn- 
ed glass beads. One man, I observed, was orna- 
mented with a set of bones, described to me as the 
celebrated wampum, of which every one has heard ; 
and this person^ye, with four or five others, and 
a few of the women, were wired in the nose like 
pigs, with rings which dangled against their lips. 
Such of the papooses as were not old enough to 
run about and take care of them^elv^, were strap- 



UPPER CANADA. 26T 

ped up in boxes^ with nothing exposed but their 
heads and toei^ so that when the mothers were too 
busy to attend to th^ir o0s{»ing, the Httle. animals 
might be hooked up out of the way, uppn the 
nearest branch of a ti'ee, or plaeed against a wall, . 
like a hat or a pair of boots, and left there to squall 
away to their heart's content. 

On the 21st of July we left York, after a good 
deal of trouble in getting a conveyance, owing to 
nwst «f the carriage* and home bring engaged »t 
the sort of fair we had just returned from. This 
delay would have mattered little, had we not been 
apprehensive of being caught by the night, on 
roads of which the accounts were not the most flat- 
tering. At first we laughed at these apprehensions, 
from supposing that the previous journey, between 
the Credit River and York, had broken us in for 
any high-ways or by-ways we were likely to en- 
oounter agidn. In process of travellong, however, 
as the daylight faded, our hopes subsided. The 
cleared and airy country was exdianged for close, 
choky woods; the horrible Corduroy roads again 
made their appearance in a more formidable shape, 
by the addition of deep, inky holes, which almost 
swallowed up the fore wheels of the w^gon^ and 
bathed its hinder axletree. The jogging and plun- 
ging to which we were now exposed, and the occa- 
sional bang when the vehicle reached the bottom 
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of one of ihefle abysBes, were so new and remark- 
able in the history of onr travels, that we tried to 
make a good joke of them, and felt rather amused 
than otherwise on disoovering, by actual experi* 
ment, what ground might, upon a pinch, as it is 
called, be traTelled over. 

mnstratioius it is weU known, genendly mystify 
the subject, instead of clearing it up ; so I shall not 
compare this evening's drive.to trotting up or down 
a pair of stiurs, for, in that case, there would be 
some kind of regularity in the developement of the 
bumps; but with us there was no warxung — ^no 
pause; and when we least expected a jolt, down we 
wentsmack! dash! crash! foxing, like a ship in 
a head-sea, right into a hole half a yard deep. At 
other times, when an ominous break in the road 
seemed to indicate the coming mischief, and we 
climg, grinning like grim death, to the railing at 
the sides of the waggon, expecting a concussion 
which, in the next instant, was to dislocate half 
the joints in our bodies, down we sank into a bed 
of mud, as Bot&y as if the bottom and sides had 
been padded with cotton for our express accommo- 
dauon« 

A little before sunset, when still six or eight 
miles from our sleeping plaoe, we emerged from 
the forest, and found ourselves most unexpectedly 
in one of the prettiest little valleys of America. 
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A dark-coloured, deepy-looking stream of water, 
called La Riviere Rouge, the drainings, proliably, 
of some marsh, was flowing very slowly p»>t, in 
tortuous bends, through a meadow which was con- 
fined by steep banks of red earth, bristled at top 
with underwood, out of which, a little removed 
from the brink, rose groups or clusters of straight- 
stemmed pines, as far up and down the glen as its 
windings would admit of our seeing. 

The western part of the valley was droppmg £aai 
into shade as die sun .went down, while the op- 
posite side was still lighted up, except at two or 
three places where the shadows, having crossed the 
slaream, were beginning to creep up the bank. 
Accordingly, as far as masses of l%ht and shade, 
and variety of tints and forms went, the condi- 
tions of the pictures<jue were liberally supplied. 
But a painter, who, like a farmer, is seldom quite 
satisfied with Ihe gifts of nature as they come to 
his hand, might possibly have wished to super- 
add a bridge as a feature to the landscape ;— ^and 
so certainly did we, though from a cause uncon- 
nected with the fine arts. The water, we &mid 
to our dismay, was too deep to ford; and as there 
appeared to be no ferry-boat, we were placed in a 
most awkward dilemma. 

On reaching Ae spot where a bridge once 
stood, but stood no longer, we observed a little boy, 
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pAddHnf in a etauM not twiM his onm Icngtb, 
rerjr boiily engaged in traiiflportiiiga mosl nnwill' 
htg kof86 aeroBs llie river. We had mme inU- 
rest in lii]« matter, and watched the youag cap- 
tein'fl proceedinga attentirely. He first carried 
over the rider^ with the saddle and bridle, in Us 
nut-shdl vessel; then returned, to make a rope 
fitf t to the horse's head, after which he paddkd 
himself back again to the oppottie shore, wli^re 
he togged away manfiiUy at the line, while his 
companion, another little nrchin abofft ten yesn 
6f age, bronght np the rear, hallooiog and driving 
the^terrified steed into the flood. ^ 

I must say, I did not much admire this sort of 
navigation, which looked more like playing atships 
than real s^rrice ; bat as there was no better to 
be had, we plucked up what courage we coold 
muster, and trusted ourselves, one at a time, in 
our gallant young commodore's rickety bark, and 
aH reached Ihe other side in safety. He nesft job 
was to ferry tfaeliaggage over; and this effected, 
the tMHTse was towed across, secundum artem, by 
the nose ; an operation of some deli^mcy both to ac^ 
tors and spectators. Lastly, came the transporter 
tion of the waggon ; and here att i6y seamanship 
served only to show the liaasard incti^ed cS lotiag 
the whole conveyance. If the rope^ wMdh was 
what we call at sea inch»&nd«a*half line, or raHin 
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Ktliffy Jb«t M and nmAhmr^n^ had given way« 0a J 
fully expected it would, when .ihe waggon was 
iai£ ebannel over, and notMrig in sight but fibur 
4»r five inches of the laililig above the water, we 
must have bivouae'd where we were, on the left 
bank <^ Ihe Rouge, or Booeb, as it is called, which, 
'however picturesque^ was not exactly the place we 
-should have selected for our night's quarters. 

Fortupately we succeeded in driigging the car* 
riage across, iind when the fore wheels fairly touch* 
.ed die bank, I thought, of course, that all our diffi*- 
culties were over. But the united strength of all 
the.p4H:y» males and females, young and old, oon* 
bined, could not budge it more than a foot out of 
ihe water* I donH know what we should, have 
4lone, had we not spied, near the landing place, a 
fathom or two of chain, one end of which our active 
Jitde conunanding officer soon tied to the carriage^ 
and the horse being hitched, as the Americans term 
it, to the other, we drew it triumphantly to land, 
with a cheer which made ihe forest ring again. 

The rest of that evening's journey was, of oourse, 
made in the dark, and we reached our sleeping 
fiiace jEatigued to the last gasp. 

Next mcHming^ the 22d of July, we started be* 
times, in hopes of reaeldng Cobourg to dinner.—* 
alas ! dvain expectation — for, though the distance 
was only forty-three miles, it cost us thirteen hours 



278 TRATBL8 IK 



of as rougli trayeUing as erer was perfcnrmed by 
wheeled carriage. 

We had resolved to take advantage of eyery 
flonute of daylight, and therefore arranged mat- 
tors for travelling sixteen miles before breakfiist. 
These sort of resolutions look beautiful at the time 
they are made over night, but thdr accomplish* 
ment presses heavily on the vigour of the travdler 
next morning. At least so it proved urith us ; for 
9&»T jogging and jolting along for nine miles, in 
the cool, hungry air of the morning, we became, 
to tell the truth, very ravenous, and being anxious 
to disengage our minds from any thou^ts of 
breakfast, we set about admiring the scenery, and 
speculating at a great rate on the wonders and 
beauties of nature. At times also, by way of va- 
riety, we amused ourselves by considering the 
lonely position we occupied — adrift in the depths 
of an American forest — fur from friends and home, 
and so forth; when suddenly, to our great asto- 
nishment, a voice was heard from the woods, call- 
ing out> 

'' Captain HaU ! Captain Halir 

Here was a fairy tale, indeed ! but the voice was 
certainly that of a mortal, and one of the most 
friendly and opportune that ever saluted the ear. . 

<« O !'^ continued the voice, ^' you must not pass 
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my cottage ; you miuit come in and take breakfasts 
Driver, turn about — here's the gate/' 

The cottage which we now approached was a 
small, neat, pleasant-looking dwelling, with shrubs 
and flowers before it, planted with -much taste. 
Over the door was plaited a gothic sort of arch, or 
canopy of green boughs, interspersed with roses, 
quite recently put up, as if to grace the arrival ef 
some stranger. And so it proved; for we learnt 
from the yoimg ladies, that their father, our kind 
host, who had been absent for some months, an4 
returned only the day before, had been welcomed 
home Ibt his friendly neighbours with such simple 
honours as the scene afForded-bonfires, musketry, 
and dancing; while his own family, not to be out- 
done, wattled up hastily the tasteful little awning 
I spoke of, and robbed their garden of all its roses 
to embellish it. 

I now began to remember that I had met my 
friend, some weeks before, near the Falls, and he 
readily accounted for knowing who we were, by 
saying, that except when the snowis on the ground, 
travellers by land in Upper Canada are very rare ; 
and as he knew we must be passing about this 
time, he had for sopie days been -on the look-out 
'"for us.. 

A delicious breakfast was soon smoking on the 

table ; but before we began, our excellent host drew 

m2 
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<m his 8p6cteele% opened tlte fknrily Kble, and 
read a chapter;-— after wfaieli, be prayed extern* 
^re, in the best Presbyterian style of solcnmity 
and reverence. 

When the hungry edge of Uppetite was takm 
elF, we had time to look about ns, andl was struck 
with the appearance of a piano-forte, whidi oe- 
cupied one end of the litde apartment, and wiA 
a book-case filled with finely bound works; these 
things, toge&er wilh some pictures, and other 
minor ornaments, more than usual in sucha place, 
seined to tell of former prosperity in busi^ scenes. 
But we asked no questions — took the good that 
was given us — ^interchanged many kind wishes fur 
the future— and parted — ^probably never to meet, 
or to hear of one another, again, 

l*he whole looked like a dream, when we f<mnd 
ourselves once more on the road, in one of the 
most beautiful sunny mornings I ever beheld. 

We had not proceeded many miles brfore we 
came tor an open space of level ground, covered 
sparingly with young trees, but with little or no 
forest, properly so called, visible in any dcree* 
tion,— 4hough from what caprice of nature tUb 
change in the scenery had occmred,^! know not. 
In the scanty shade of some birches, on our right 
hand, we observed a party in a waggon, all dress- 
ed in their Sunday's finery, alid near them foar or 



•five other group^s just alighted) engnged in detaejb- 
ing their hcNTsesy arranging thrir olothe^i and oihtxh 
wise adjusting their looks, as if j^reparatory to some 
ceremony. At first we fancied this was a junk- 
eting party, but were soon undeceived by hear^ 
ing the distant^ long-drawn sound of a psalm tune 
floating amongst the trees — wd we now diseoyeiw 
ed that the population of the surrounding eountry 
bad assembled for a camp, or field preaching. 

We immediately dismounted^ and struck into the 
grove from whence these sounds issued, the way 
being pointed out by dismantled travelling wag- 
gons, gigs, and saddle horses, tied to the trees. Pre<- 
sendy we came to parties of w^omen and children, 
scattered about here and there on the grass; and 
at last we reached the Forest Temple itself. The 
^pot had been selected from its affording a natural 
amphitheatre, where a casual opening of about 
twenty yards in diameter had been left, as if on 
purpose, amongst the birch and beech trees, whioh^ 
diough young, were tall and leafy, and, by their 
branches nearly meeting over head, had fomaed a 
screen^ close enough to exclude all glare and heat. 
The neighbouring ground, however, was thickly 
spangled with patches of sunlight in every direc- 
tion, as £ar as the eye could penetrate. Similar 
touches of gold on many of the stems, and on the 
still leaves— for it was a dead calm, and the air 
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hasy tf^d glowing wiih lieal— gave^ when viewed 
through the shade, a rieh^ quiet tone to the whole 
•cene, very suitable, I thought, to the occaiaioii. 

The pulpit consisted of a rude platform, support- 
ed, at the height of about ten feet, by the trunks 
of three or four trees, .which happened to be stan^ 
-ing in so conyenient a positiim, that not a singlD 
branch appeared to have been lopped- off. The 
preacher, a tall, sallow, anxious-looking man, of 
the Methodist persuasion, as we were informed, was 
drsssed in a loose surtout coat of a purple colour, 
with a yellow silk handkerchief tied round his head. 
In. this respect, therefore, it may be thought, he 
inumot a very clerida-lookiDg fignre ; bat then 
was no want of solenmity in essentials, rither in 
i^pearance or in manner, or, what was of more 
consequence, in the matter of his discourse. Three 
other persons were seated on the platform near the 
preacher, who alone was standing. The congr^a^ 
tion, to the number of two hundred, were ranged 
in lines of about twenty in each, on seats, formed 
of stones, or logs of wood ; the women on one hand, 
and the men on the other ; while the outskirts, as 
I before mentioned, were occupied by women, and 
such children as were too young to be edified by 
the service, or too noisy and untractable to be ad- 
mittedinto the circle* I observed also several strag- 
glixig parties of visitors, like ourselves, who appear- 
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ed not to .belong to the regular congregation, and 
did not intrude within the circumferenGe of this 
gilvan cathedral. 

We were too }ate to hear the psalm close at hand ; 
but perhaps the efFect was better, coming we hardly 
knew from whence. The sermon, however, which 
we did hear, wbj^ simple in its expression, unaffect- 
ed in delivery, and though not remarkable in any 
respect, fell on the ears of a most attentive audi- 
ence. 

■ 

. In those wild regions, where no towns, and not 
many villages, are yet to be found, places of regu- 
lar worship are necessarily few and far between, 
and these itinerant preachers, in spite of some oc- 
casional extravagances, must, upon the whole, do 
good. It seems somewhat indiscreet, therefor^, to 
say the least of it, to hold such meetings, as a mat- 
ter of coulee, in derision. At all events, so it struck 
us ,Ms moming-aad we left the dmple c Wh in 
the wilderness with feelings of the truest respect 
for all the parties concerned. 

It is in vain — and in truth it would be useless 
— to deny, that the associations of place, and the 
pomp of circumstance, do help these feelingis in a 
considerable degree — 

« But eren the fiuntest relics of a shriqcT 
Of any worship wake some thoughts divine;*' 

and I am sure that a person who could have wi1>* 
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tiaaied fliid& a aoene as thu, and not Intine biid MNBB 
Aon^ts of a more iolemn efaarafiter awakmo^ 
miut have been insenrable indeed. 

I speak lets, liowerer, with respeM to people 
who hare had ain]^e opportanities of attendinif 
dtnreh all their livw, than of that large claaa of 
perwnu in the eonntrj throogh which we were 
trarelling, many of whom, bat for sneh occa- 
aioiis as this, would otherwise be left altc^edier 
without public worship. For we can easily be- 
^tiere, that^in the midst of the woods, where die 
population are employed all the week long at hard 
labour, and the neighbourhood is but scantily set- 
tled, there can be very little or none of Aat exam- 
ple, or that public opinion, which are found so efi- 
eacious elsewhere, to encourage good monds, and to 
check bad habits. Under such circumstances, there 
will, almost of necessity, be little attention paid to 
those duties which ought to be paramount to all 
others, but which often require, unfortunately, most 
encouragement and assistance where the means of 
lending such aids are smallest. Every thing, there- 
fore, which stimulates people to come together ex- 
pressly for such a purpose^— no matter how absurd 
the manner may sometimes be in which the service 
is conducted— i-must prove beneficial; since it can- 
not fail to send the hearers back to their homes not 
less fitted for the ordinary business of life, and cer- 
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.taioly in a better frame of mind to consider at- 
tentively the nature of those higher obligations, 
without which even the closest observance of all 
our moral duties will go for little. 
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CHAPTER X. 



It was late before we reached the town of Co- 
bom^ where, fortunately, we fell into the hands 
of people of sense and consideration, who allowed 
ns to drop quietly into bed, without overloading 
us with attentions. This was the more necessary, 
as we had been hard at work, with little intermiB- 
sion, for six days, and had now a firesh excursion 
arranged for the next day to a newly-settled part 
of the country, nerth of Cobourg, at some distance 
up the Otanabee River, which, as every one of 
course knows, runs into the Rice Lake. Our ob- 
ject was to visit the settlement formed by the Irish 
emigrants, sent to Canada by Government in the 
year 1825, only two years before. We wished to 
ascertain, if we could, what was their present con- 
dition, and whether this eoperiment, — ^for it pro- 
fessedly was one,— had succeeded or not. 

Accordingly, we .rose at three o'clock in the 
morning of the 28d of July, 1827, and reached our 
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destination, the newly erected village of Peterbo- 
rough, thirty miles north of Cobourg, at half past 
seven in the evening, more dead than alive with 
fatigue. Thirty miles looks a short distance on 
paper, or on a Macadamised road ; but in making 
a cross cut in Canada at midsummer, it is a very ' 
different aiEair indeed. The first twelve miles were 
by land; and when we had got halfway, the waggon 
broke down ; but, fortunately, it was in our power 
to repair the mischief, by knotting a couple of sQk 
handkerchiefs together, which, by the by, upon such 
occasions, make a. very good rope. At a cottage 
on the south bank of the Bice Lake, we feasted on 
some freshly-caught, very capital fish, called mas- 
canongie ; after which we embarked in a little^, ' 
ticklish, incommodious punt, such as I have seen 
used on the Thames, by worthy citizens bobbing 
for eels. Our passage across, however, was by no 
means so smooth as that of the silver stream allu- 
ded to ; and I, for one, felt no particular comfort 
when an awkward bubble of a sea set us a-roUing 
from side to side, at a place, too, where our progress 
was retarded by the oars getting entangled in the 
long grassy leaves of a spontaneous rice crop, spread 
like net-work over one half of the lake, to which, 
from that circumstance, it gives the name. 

We at last entered the Otanaboe without a cap- 
size, which was more than I expected, and t)iere 
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w0 eommenced a Ufog and severe clay's woA of 
jtagging at iheoan againsl the doiwnward euetmut.^ 
This river winds about in a most eomplicatediiisi^ 
ner ; but it is ev&ey where singohrly beantifUji 
firom the liehness of ihe yerdnre, and the foran 
as wdl as magnitude of the trees, which not only 
oerer thehenks, but actually grow for many yards 
into the water, so as to make it somewhat difficult 
at most places to reach the firm shore. In the 
middle of the day we landed at a cleared qpot, to 
rest the wearied boatmeuy aa well as to stretch our 
own limbs, sadly cramped and twisted in suchadi* 
mmutive Teasel* we took tluscmpornuiityot dining 
oil a monstrous dueken^pie^ which our considerats 
firiends had tcdd us would serve for ballast ; bulfr 
alas ! there was no enjoyment, for, like Polonim, 
we did not so much eat, aa were eat^i — ^by moa~ 
quitoes,-^which attacked us so v%orously, that we 
were fiun to get once more afloat^ into the breeie, 
out of their reach. 

There were 2024 settlers sent out by Governs 
flMmt in 1825, at the total cost of L.21, ds. 4d. 
per head ; each fimuly being supplied with pro* 
Visions for fifteen months, and a hundred acrea 
of land, besides a cow, and other minor sdds» 
They were selected generally as beipg the mestf 
destitute, and incapable of providing for tb«n-» 
sdlves or their families, in their own country. 
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The object of the experiment wai to show how 
far it was possible to make those useless or worse 
than useless and miserable beings, good sub- 
jeets of his Majesty. It was an object, also, to 
ascertain at what cost their happiness and refepeo- 
tabilitj could be secured in Canada, compared 
with the expense of maintaining them in a wretch-* 
id state of discontent and turbulence at home. 
Thus to show the public generally, but more par- 
ticularly those landed proprietors whose estates 
Irere overpeopled, and also gentlemen whose pa- 
rishes were overloaded with paupers, in what man- 
ner, and for what outlay of money, they might re- 
lieve their own burdehs, and benefit the unhappy 
persons who were the involuntary cause of the 
evil. 

The details of the whole of this very euripus ex- 
periment, both as to the management and the ex- 
penses, have been placed so fully before the pub- 
lic in the Parliamentary Reports, and in the evi- 
dence before the Emigration Committee, that I 
need not go into those branches of the suliject. 
Any one who is interested will find ample informa- 
tton on the subject of the two emigrations of 1828, 
and 182A^ in the Third Report of the Emigration 
Committee, ordered to be printed by the House of 
Commons on the 29th of June, 1827. I refer par- 
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ticalarly to the evidence of Mr Peter Bobinsonf - 
* page 844. 

My purpose was to' find out what the settlera 
themselves had to say upon the matter; for I con • 
fess I was somewhat incredulous of the flaming, 
accounts given in England with respect to it. 
I think I had as ample means of investigating 
this question as could ^ve been desired, and my 
conclusion was, that the experiment had been 
eminently successful, as far as the haziness and 
the respectability of the parties themselves werer 
concerned, and as far as it was a principal object, 
as it must have been, that the emigrants should 
turn out loyal and grateful subjects of their King. 
I went, during my stay, as much as possible 
amongst the setders — ^frequently alone, sometimes 
with the agent, and several times with the clergy- 
^ man. I had also many opportunities of conver- 

^ sing with gentlemen entirely unconnected with 

. . Government, who had lived in the neighbourhood, 
during the whole progress of the emigration esta* 
blishment or colony at Peterborough. They, of 
course, had it in their power to describe, more 
distinctly than the settlers themselves could do, 
the leading circumstances of tiiis int^esting ex- 
periment. The accounts derived from this source^ 
uniformly agreed in describing the condition of 
the emigrants as most satisfactory, and the project. 
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as siiccejssful in all its parts ; or if thcire had been 
any thing injudicious, it consisted in giving people 
accustomed to very scanty fare, too ample an al- 
lowance of food. This over-indulgence not only 
hurt the health of the people, hut tended in some 
degree to slacken the individual exertions of the 
settlers to maintain themselves. 
. The emigrants were scattered over such an ex- 
tensive district of country, that I found it impossi- 
ble to visit them all ; but I endeavoured, by riding 
from place to place, and calling upon the people 
veithout warning, to acquire a general conception 
of what was really going on. 

It was curious to observe that most of these set- 
tlers, however destitute they may notoriously have 
been in Ireland, always contrived to evade any ac- 
knowledgment of this fact, when direct questions 
were put to them, and seemed rather to wish I 
should believe they had been very well off at home. 
But with a degree of inconsistency, creditable 
enough, by the way, they were invariably thrown 
off their guard when asked, in plain terms, whe- 
ther or not they were sensible of the kindness 
diown them. Upon these occasions they spoke 
in the strongest terms of gratitude of what had 
been done for them by Government; and often, 
quite forgetting their former disavowals, described 
with characteristic animation the transition from 



286 TRAVELS IK 

thair past ntnatioa to ihm present h^ppj condi- 
tion* What I thought very <idd, no complamts 
ercr met my ear, of any omisffions on the part of 
Government. On the contrary, they told m^ that 
every want had been attended to. 

« Even to thevnlne of that gin^et," said one of 
the setders to me, ^ we are obligated to the King 
— *God bless him ! and we shall bring np onr ddlr 
dren to know what has been done for na and far 
them-<^«nd to be loyal subjects of his Majesty, 
whatever happens, like as we ourselves; — and good 
lieason, too, for we have been taken from nusiery 
and want, and put into independence and ha^i- 
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I found it much the best way, with these odd 
feIlow% to get my information by g(»ng, as it were, 
cavdeasly to work — ^beating about the bosh — and 
thus by gradually' leading them round to speak 
freely of their own concerns, to give them an in- 
terest in being sincere and communicative. Wha& 
such precautions were not used, the time spent in 
conversing with them, was generally thrown away, 
except as £ur as amusaaaent went. 

Theagent happened one day to meetan old man 
in the village, and knowing him to be a shrewd 
person, and well informed upon all diat had pass- 
ed, Jie thought his conversation might serve my 
purposes* He ih^efore said to^the emigrant diat' 
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& g^^atlemaii liad arrived who wished to put aomf 
questioBs to him. Hie old boy immediately took 
alarm, ^' lest,'' as he said, ^^ the gentlemaa had 
oome to interfere with his property, or to bother 
him in some way, he did not know what." 

^^ What shall I say to the gentleman, sir ?' was 
his first question. 

, ** Why, Cornelius,'' said the ageiti, *5 tell tbe 
truth." 

^^ O yes, sir, I know that very weU—^f eourse 
we must always tell the truth— but if I only knew 
what the gentleman wanted, I would know whiek 
way to answer." 

" I don't know what you mean, Cornelius," asid 
the agent. 

*' O, sir ! you know quite well what I m^iud. 
— -I^ould I overstate matters, sir, or dbould I ub^ 
derstate them ?-**ShalI I make things appeiff bet^ 
ter or worm than they are ?" 

Not being able, however, to worm out of the< 
agent what was wished, and yet feeling anxious, 
to get to tbe bottom of the matter, he could not. 
resist the temptation of coming to me, though 
sorely distrusting the objeet of my scrutiny. 

For a long time he eluded all my interrogatinies 
with great address.-^ He could not say whether or 
not he were better off now than he had been at{ 
homei, though he admitted that here he was mas^- 
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ter of a large free pr<^peiiy, and in Ireland he had 
only a farm, the rent of which, hy his own confes- 
sion, he had never heen able to pay 

<< Would you like, then," I asked, << to he pnt 
down in Irehuid again, Mr Cornelius, jnst as you 
were ?" 

« I would, sir." 

'* Then why don't you go ? Who hinders you ?' 

*^ Because, sir," said he, '^ because of the hoys." 

<' What of the hoys ?' I asked. 

** O, ifs because my two sons like this country 
very well; they have chopped twenty acres of 
land, and we have got crops of wheat and oats, 
and Indian com, and potatoes, md some turnips 
—all coming up and almost ready to cut ; besides 
five or six more acres chopped and logged, and 
• soon to be in cultivation ; and the boys like their 
independence. In short, sir, it is a fine country 
for a poor man, if he be industrious; and» i^^^iH^ it 
not for the ague, a good country, and a rich one ; 
though, to be sure, it is rather out of the way, and 
the roads are bad, and the winter very cold ; yet 
there is always plenty to eat, and sure employ- 
ment and good pay for them that like -to work." 

Thus he rambled on, antithetically praising and 
dispraising the country; fearful at one time of 
saying too much, and yet feeling that, in his cir- 
cumstances, too much could hardly be said in its 



UPPER CANADA. 289 

favour, and evidently not a little ap^relienfiive of 
the impression his eloquence was to make upon 
the traveller — a nondescript sort of character he 
had not seen in the woods before. 

I wished to know if he felt grateful to Govern- 
ment for having sent him and his family out to 
Canada free of expense, and given him so much 
land and provisions gratis? He was completely 
taken aback by the directness of the appeal, and 
exclauned in a sort of shbut,^ — 

<^ O ! yes, to be sure I am.! we owe every thing 
in the world to the Government — ^that is, to the 
King, his Majesty, long life to him !'' 

But in the next instant, fearing, I suppose, that 
I was to take advantage of this unqualified admis- 
sion, he drew up and said with studied gravity,-— 

^^For all that, I might have done very well in 
Ireland." 

^^ Why the plague, then," I asked, ^^did you re- 
move to America ?" 

'^ Och, sir," cried he, laughing and harping on 
the old string, ^^ it was all entirely owing to the 
boys. They were not content I should be left with- 
out them, and I was not content they should go 
without me. Their mother — ^Grod bless her — I bu- 
ried long ago, and I never consented to put ano- 
ther woman over them. . In short, sir, we were 

VOL. I. N 
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resolved to go t<^eliher, and here we arey rery 
bappjr and contented, and Iiere well all remain." 

On the 24th of Jnly, I took a long ride, pretty 
much at random, amongst the settlers; and in the 
course of my trarels, lighted on seretal older es- 
tablishmentSj^wbich I was glad of, as it enabled me 
to form a comparison with ike recent settlements, 
abont which I wa6 more immediately concerned. 
One of these amused me a good deaL It belonged 
to an old Scotsman from Ban£^ with a jolfy red 
tiose, in shape and colonr like the sweet potato 
of that country; a prosing old body, who bri^iteii- 
ed up, however, amaanngly whien I told him where 
I came from; and 1 had much ado to escape a 
sound dose of whisky winch he wished to fo^ee 
upon me for eountrymanHsake. 

It was two o*cIeck before we reached the Clear- 
ing, as it is called, of one of the most active of all 
the emigrants of 1825. He was not at home, but 
his wtfe did the honours of her shanty, or log^hut, 
with much of that affidiHlity and geiitiine good- 
breeding which belong to the Irish. She introdu- 
ced her three eldest sons to me — lads of twenty, 
eighteen, and sixteen years of age ; besides a gfeat 
fry of young ones, boys and girls, in dl eleven. 
From November 1825, to this period, July 1927, 
they had cleared,'! think, twentynsix acres of land, 
most of Which were under rich ciQtivation. 
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I may take occasioii to mention ^t this place, 
thai each of the fiuniliies sent out by Government, 
in 1825, when located, as the term is, on their 
land, were supplied with various necessary articles 
to assist them, whidi cost, independently of the 
expenses of passage out and all otMer inpid^tal 
outlays, about L.12 per head^ or L.60 for a family 
of one man and woman, and three chUdren. 
^ Mr Peter Robinson, in his Evidwce before the 
Committee of the House of Gomm<»»s, 3d Report, 
p. 349, gives the following list : '^ Each head of a 
fanyly is to be located .upon 100 acres of Isnd, to 
have a small log-house built for him, and to be fiir- 
nishedwith 15 months' provisions; 1 cow, 1 Ame- 
rican ta:e, 1 auger, 1 handsaw, 1 pickaxe, } spade, 2 
ginOets, 100 nails, 1 hammer, 1 iroi| wedgQ, 3 hoes, 
1 kettle, 1 Aryingpui, 1 iron pot, 5 bushels of seed 
potatoes, 8 quarts of IncBan com j and if they are 
very poor, they will require also blankets, in the 
proportion of one |o each grown person, and one 
among three children*" 

The size of the shatities, or log-huts, put up at 
the expense of Government, may be iMmeeived, 
when I mention, that twoMmen, accustomed to the 
use of the axe, can manage to cut down tiie trees, 
prepare the I<^, put them up, roof the house, and 
complete the whole estaUishment, in two days. 
I should say the dimensions of this particular 
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dwell^ig were twenty feet long by twelve wide, and 
seren feet higb. The roof was formed of logs 
split into four lengths, then hollowed out, and laid 
with the concave and the convex sides alternate- 
ly upwards and downwards, so as to overlap one 
another, like long tiles, sloping from the ridge to 
the eyes, so that each alternate 1<^ formed a gnt- 
ter, or channel, to carry off the rain. The open- 
ings between the 1(^ forming the walls were closed 
by mud and moss mixed together ; and sometimes 
these shanties had a window, sometimes not. 

Unless I could put down the exact words used 
by this good lady and her family, I should convey 
no just idea of the extent of their gratitude for the 
advantages they had received. It was not pos- 
sible^ she said, to express how entirely satisfied 
they were witii their present lot, or how complete- 
ly Government had provided for all their wants, 
'und enaUed them to start fair in this new world* 
I tried by various questions to get her to make 
complaints, and to say they stood in need of some- 
thing; but I could not elicit a single dissatisfied 
expression. 

^^ Some of the family— most of them, indeed,'' 
she said, ^ had been ill with the ague ; but there 
was a doctor not far off, and this present season 
was more healihy, and they were now better. They 
had also plenty to eat, and had more clothing than 
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they had ever been accustomed to ; and, in short, 
were all doing well." 

The children crowded round to lidten to this 
dialogue, and sometimes to put in a^ word. Hey 
were neat and clean, and though their dre8» was 
scanty, they were not shabbily clad. I sat on a 
great chest four feet ^ong, and nterly a yard high; 
from which elevation I. could' see another still 
larger at the opposite end of the house. In these 
huge, boxes they had brought all their crockery, 
find little finery of furniture — no great matter, I 
presume — from Ireland. On the side of the room, 
fronting the door, three beds were placed in a line, 
touching one ^another, iand occupying the whole 
length of the establishment. But I did not push 
my enquiries any further, as to the principles of 
stowage at night, by which a dozen souls were 
lodged in three such cribs. 

In the evening we walked over to Smith's Town, 
an establishment of emigrants of nine years' stand- 
ing, consisting, I believe, entirely, of a party of 
miners whb came out at their own expense, and re* 
ceived a hundred acres of laiid each from Govern- 
ment, being merely required to deposit in the Se- 
cretary of State's hands L.10 each before leaving 
England. This sum was refunded at a stated pe- 
riod, I forget what, but not imtil they had fairly 
taken root upon their allotted groimds. Hie pros- 
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perity of these settlers, whose me9,ng were even 
more slender than those of the emigrants of 1825 — 
for they had to pay their own passage, and were not 
maintained, B£tet landing, at the pnhlic expense — ' 
has had so good an effect in encouraging the nev^ 
eomers, that I hove no doubt that in eight or nine 
years 'more, were I to revisit these districts, I 
shotdd find my friends, the poor Insh settler^ li- 
ving in the ease and comparative affluence now 
enjoyed by the inhabitants of Smith's Town. 

In the course of this evening's ramMe I fdl in, 
accidentally, with two of the emigrants of 1825, 
who could not possibly know me. 1 felt, accord- 
ingly, anxious to lead them into conversation; 
and as they happened to be very commu^catiTe 
personages, I succeeded in procuring much inform- 
ation on the subject of the settlement. But not a 
word of complaint against t\^ Government, or the 
gentlemen employed to conduct the raiigration, 
could I squeeze out of them. It may seem absurd 
that I should have tried to make Uteee people 
take such a line of complaint; but the fact ie^ 
I was extremely desirous, on many accounts, to 
know how matters really stood. Having heard 
but onie uniform story, I began* to distrust my- 
self, and to suspect that my widies had prompted 
suitable leading questions, or that a ready belief, 
inclining one way, had misled me. 
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Upon the whole, hoi^eyer, I do not think it 
likftly that I deceived myself, or that I was wil- 
fully doceived by the settlers, who, it strikes me, 
wduld naturally hare taken this occasion to com- 
plain. -ha4 they felt themselves ill used, by persons 
from whom they could look for nothing more, and 
who hgd no longer any authority over them* The 
.universal satisfeustion expressed by these people is 
creditable to the statesman, — I believcj Mr Wil- 
mot Horton,^-who devised the experinient,^to 
Mr Peter Robinson, by whose skill and patience 
it was carried through its many difficulties,— and 
alsp to the good sense, moderation, and industry 
of the poor emigrants themselves, who, though 
raised from the lowest degree of eleemosynary de- 
pendence, and almost of starvation, showed that 
tiiey had sufficient strength of mind to bear pros- 
perity with steadiness, and feeling enough to ac- 
knowledge, withoift reserve, to whose bounty they 
stood so deeply indebted. 

X intetided to have resumed these researches 
early on the next day, but it rained so violently 
that we were confined most of the morning within 
,door8« About noon it cleared up ; but the paths 
cut. by the settlers through the forest were now 
mostly covered with water, and rendered so slip- 
pery and clammy, that walking was scarcely pos- 
sible. Every bpugh that was touched sent down 
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mieh a shower of drops, that I got sonndly ducked 
before reaching a shanty in the thicket, where I 
found a hardy fellow, who had come to the spot 
only in May, or little more than two months be- 
fore. In tUs short interval, vrith a little assist- 
ance, he had chopped, loggei, and branded or 
burnt the timber on seven acres of land, which, 
were now mostly sdwn with wheat and Indian 
com. This man had accompanied die other settlers 
in 1825, but having no money^-not even a single 
doUar— he had gone into thctfeervice of a gentle- 
man settled near . Peterborough, and, by saving 
his wages, was enabled, at the end of a year and 
a half, to establish himself to greater advantage 
on the lot granted him by (jovemm^it, than he 
could possibly have done at first. 

Both Pat and his wife, as well as their children, 
told me they were delighted with their new situa- 
tion, .though every one had been ill with the ague, 
and more than half of them had it still. Indeed, 
I do not think we entered a single house in or near 
Peterborough, where some members of the family 
were not suffering under this ferreting, though sel- 
dom fatal complaint. But what is curioos enough, 
it was confined very much to recent settlers, while 
on the older establishments, similarly circumstan* 
oed as to soil and situation, the sickness was not 
only less, but was gradually wearing out 
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The setder to whom I was .now speakings in all 
the pride of territorial possessioii, entreated me to 
walk over his grounds. In the course of our pro- 
gress through the uncleared part of his domainj 
we came upon one of the most magnific^it oaks 
I think I ever heheld^ I stood for some time ad* 
miring it, and thinking what a pity it was that 
such a glorious tree should be felled to the earth ; 
and still more, that it should afterwards be ch6p- 
ped up, and burnt along with. vulgar pine-logs; in- 
stead of being converted into firame timbers, or into 
breast-hooks, for a first-rate ship-of-warj — its true 
destiny, if doomed to the axe. . > 

" I wish very much," said I to the owner, " that 
for my sake you would spare this grand oak?'! > 

" O ! that I will, your honour, 1*11 spare tw^enty 
of them, if you have a mind,-— k>nly point diem out 
to me, sir." 

*.' No, no ! I want only this one." 

"Very well, sir, very well, it shall be yours 
from this moment ; and if you will give me leave, 
it shall bear your name,>and a fence shall -be put 
roimd it — ^and while I have breath in my body,* 
there it shall stand, — you may be sure,-^and eyeni 
after me, — if my children will respect their father's 
wishes. — Do ye hear that, boys ?" 
.1 have since received a letter from airiend in 
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that quarter 4^ Ae world, in whieh Ae JEyiemng 
pa«Mig« oectm : - 

^ I hare been oyer to see the goodiblkB at Pe* 
terbonyogli and Donro, since you left as. Your 
Tisit there with Mrs Hall is hdd in tke most plea* 
singTeooBeetion ; and Wekb, the Irish emigrant, 
vows eternal Tengeaace against any ene that shall 
flare to do the least injury to Cbptaon HaD'sflak'' 

lliere is a drenmstance connected widi the 
settlements in those countries which it may be i 
teresting to mention, as throwin^^ fi^it on the pe» 
culiar state of smnety. During the first few years 
after the arrival of any considerable body of eaai- 
gtaiils, wiidb of late years has firequendy occurred, 
and before they hare acquired any independence, 
all those members of each family who can be spa- 
red ftom field wotk, go off to the neighbomdi^ 
towns, villages, or even to the better class of fisna 
houses, and engage Ihemselves as servants. Ifost 
of the young^womm are thus raaployed at first, 
and frequently also the boya. During certain pe- 
riods of die first year, eren the fiither and his 
grown-up sons cast about for employment as la- 
bonnsrs, at some public works, such as the Erie or 
the Welland canals, or wherever high wages may 
be oftred. By one or other of these means, or 
a& comUned, the family manage ere lo ng ;i h a 
country wh«re labour is almoet exclusively the ca- 
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pM-^to acquire a Utde.ready nioiKy. With this 
Ihey buy ozeii> eows, pigs, dotiies, imjdexnents of 
husbandry^ and other things, useful for their, own 

Tho progfeps towards ind^Mudence, if^oay he 
observed, is very rapid wben industry is applied to 
ibe untouched JM>ii of that country, and the pieurents 
are enaUed gradually to withdraw their girls and 
boys ftom a deseription of . service, wfiicb, in all 
transaibuitie jregions, is considered more or less 
disreputable^ however lucmfive it may be ; — a feel* 
ing arising, in some degree, from the great facility 
of acquiring landed property. Besides which, the 
children, even at a young age, can be rendered use- 
ful about the farm in many ways, as soon as the 
first heavy labour of.dearing is over. 

From these dreumstances, it happens that the 
power of getting servants even at Cobourg, York, 
aoA other considerable towns in Canada, varies 
very much from year to year. When first a fresh 
hatoh of settlers amves, there is no difficulty, mar 
ibr. some time afterwards ; but exactly in propor- 
tion as the emigrants succeed in establishing them- 
selves, and thus acquire independence, so the dif- 
ficulty of obtaining servants increasea The in- 
oonvenience to which even the wealtldest residents 
are put in all (hose countries, from thdr attend* 
ants being called home, and from there being abecH 
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lately no dktioct order of persons bred in thai 
line of life^ is greater than can wdU be conceived 
in England. -With as, at home, fertanately, a 
class does exist, whose sole •object and pleasore 
it is to emplofy themselves in this particular line 
of nsefol industry, who consider themselves to the 
fall as independ^t as any other m^nbers of the 
community, and who take good care to make this 
privilege be acknowledged by bargiuns equally 
binding on their masters as on themselves. In 
Canada, however, and throughout America gene- 
rally, there is a deep-rooted, bat surely very, idle, 
prejudice against this description of labour; caused, 
probably, by some associations coiineeted withihe 
existence^of negro slavery over so great a portion 
of the United States. Be this as it may, the fiset 
is one which goes farther to make a residence on 
the western side of the Atlantic inconvenient, than 
people can etioly comprehend who haye niyer b^^ 
subjected ^to the absolute want of servants; or, 
what is often worse, to the necessity of submit- 
ting in patience to the ungracious, capricious^ slug- 
gish, disrespectful, and, at the very best, ill quali- 
fied nature of American attendance, which pre- 
vaila from «nd to end of tJiat coontry. 

What has been said of the ease with which a la- 
bouring man can get bread for himself .^and his 
family,^ will apply generally over, the Canadas^ 
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and particuIaTly. the Upper .ProTiuoe, and I be- 
lieve .also in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. I 
do not, ther^ore qualify .the reinark5 when I say, 
that British Amerii^t appears, to me not a bad 
country for a destitute man, or one who possesses 
health and. strength, and nothing more, but who 
has been., accustomed, to .bodily labour from his 
youth upwards ; and whose wife, sons, and.daugh«f 
ters, in like mapner, are ready to turn their hands 
to hard or disagreeable . work without scruple. 
They must, also, « if necessary, cheerfully conder 
s^end, for a time, to act a&seryants to others, or 
to their own paity, accoi^iing as may. be most cpxi- 
ducive to the|>ecuniary interest of the family, with-^ 
out dreaming of refinements. It will certainly be 
advantageous tlmt ibey should already have known 
whatdomestic comfbrte are, that t]ieir future efforts 
may have a definite aim ; but it will be all the betr 
ter^not.one of them knows, by paist experience, 
what luxury means. . ' 

Such at least are my ideas on the subject^ which 
of course go for little ; but I am happy, to have it 
in my power to give, from good authority, in 
corroboration of my own opiDion9,^ some more use- 
fill and complete statements of what a labowng 
man must do, and what re$ults he. may expect in 
ypper Canada. 

The following letter. Is; written by a practical 
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ftrmer, *a gcntleiiian wlio Iim resided for isomt 
time in that ooostry amragBt sew fiettlers, and 
who knows firom actual experience^ as well as by 
aetoal obserFation, how these matters i^aad. I 
shall not nsk injuring his statement by abridge 
ment, but give the whole hrtter, wfaidi was wr^ 
ten in conseqmmoe el some qneslions I had pot 
to him. 

• ^< On my retnm home afi» so hmg an aharaee^ 
I&idmyownafiurs so mueh behind hand^ timtl 
shall be nnable to giva liie qiaestions pot by d^ 
tain Hall that consideration I wish, and which ibtj 
deserve* 

^^ If a labouring man, we shall suppose witiia 
wife and five children, arrives in Canada with L.10 
in his pocket, if he possess industrious halnts mud 
oan live with great frugality, he may go at muce 
on wild land. He will probably gel to tte Pra> 
vince in time to earn by his labours firing the 
harvest sufficient to bay.a cow, an4 probaUy some 
provimons. He dioiild, howev^, be <m his own 
hmd as so<m as poesilde, and the dd setilero are 
never backward to make what is called a Bee,-^-or 
mustering of the ne%hbourhood £(>c a^ eommon 
purpose, — and thus he gets his house up. This he 
may make comfortable, and have also time to nn- 
derbrush from three to five acres befi»re the win* 
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ter sets in* If ihe snow is not y^ry deepf he m^y 
chop — that is, eat dixvm trees — during all the win- 
ter ; but if the weather piseventa him from worldng 
with the axe after the middle of Jannary^ he must 
take up the flail for some of his neighbours, for 
which service he will receive gniin in payment* ]9ut 
the axe must be resumed as soon as the impediment 
of snow is removed* In chopping, gre^t care must 
be taken to save all the timber that will make rails, 
and leaving the logs of the proper length for that 
purpose. He will find no difficulty in keejong his 
cow, or even three or four 'head of eattle, as the 
tender branches of the trees he chi^ down in 
spring, with the addition of plenty of salt,r vnll 
keep them in good order* 

« If any of hk fiuiuly (Mm asfflst him, he wai be 
able to clear the whole land chopped in winter, and 
to crop it with potatoes, Indian com, and turnips* 
If he have no such aid, he will be able to dear off 
about two acres, by exchangix^ work with some 
other settle, to help himwithhis oxen to log and 
draw off his rail cuts to their places* When his 
crops are in, and his fences up, he must again go 
out to work for proviaons for his family, and con- 
tinue doing so through the harvest, in order to get 
a yoke of steers* He will be able, indeed, to work 
out longer this year than he will ever be able to 
do again, as his femily can cut his com and husk 
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it. If he gets big potatoes and other crops off in 
time, he may sow fell, or autamn wheat ; but if 
no^ he will have a better crop by sowing in the 
spring. If any of his winter chopping remains, by 
aU means he should sow fall wheat in that. Froni 
this time he may subsist with comfort by occajsion- 
ally working out, — ^taking care to make any sacri- 
fice to continue clearing his own land. Flax he 
may grow at once, and sheep he may keep after 
three years. # 

^^ I think such a fiamiily may get from most se^ 
port towns at home, to the district of Newcastle in 
Upper Canada, for about L.10 ; and supposing them 
to possess the L.10 I before mentioned, the emi- 
grant, by following something like the plah laid 
down, vwill find himself in proG^rous circum- 
stances in the fourth or fifth year. Let it be un- 
derstood, however, that I am supposing the partgr 
to be sober and industrious. A great number of 
the settlers round me had barely enough to defray 
the expenses of their passage, and have now a large 
clearing, and a good stock of cattle, sheep, pigs, 
and poultry, besides many other ai^iclfes of farm 
produce. 

« If any thing can be gleaned from this worth 
mentioning to Captain Hall, that may benefit the 
community, it will afford me much pleasure. 

^^I remain your most obedient servant.". ^ 
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CHAPTER XL 



This may do very well for hard-workiBg la^ 
bourers; but it is quite another affair when ladies 
and gentlemen, accustomed to the comforts of civi- 
lized life, and, above all, to the enjoyments of ciil- 
tivated. society, are obliged, from whatever cir« 
cumstances, to seek an independence in the woods 
of America. 

Accidental circumstances threw me in the way 
of several families who had tried this experiment ; 
and as they very kindly told me the story of their 
progress from beginning to end, I became in some 
degree acquainted with a subject, of which, I con- 
fess, I had been before almost entirely ignorant. 

It struck me afterwards that genuine adventures 
of this descriptio'b could not fail to interest many 
persons in England, and I tried to record what I had 
Iiealrd, exactly as it had been told me. But I soon 
found that so much of the spirit of the narrative 
lay in the minute fidelity — even to the very words — 
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of actual eicperience, that I in vaiB sought to fill up 
from my own knowledge of Canada, those blanks in 
my memory. The whole point of the story, I dis- 
coveredy'often tamed <m eurcnmstances apparent- 
ly trivial, but belonging so exactly either to the 
individual characters themselves, or to the pecu- 
liar nature of the local eircnmstances, that when left 
out, or bungled in llie compoation, the result, thus 
stripped of its original freshness, was quite fiat and 
unprofitable. IntUsdilsmma, I inrotetoafriend 
in that quarter, to say thai Lthoof^t some notico of 
the difficulties whkA the fcmilifflalludad to had qt* 
countered, andof the methods they had adopted to 
OTcreome liiem^ would not only interesfmy own 
particular friends, but if I shonld have the means 
of circuhiting this knowledge more extenshrely, it 
might proivB generally nseftil to pec80B% wbose at- 
tention should be directed to Canada. Iteok oo- 
canon at the same time, to ask their opinion as to 
several mteresting points connected with the ques> 
tion of em^ation. 

In consequence <^ this request, our worthy 
fiiends in the Bush, as they call their semi-wil- 
derness of a reddence, with gteat gooA-natoze, 
wrote down as nelBurly as they could what iimtj 
had told us during our visit. These lettenri are 
so fiill of characteristic details, and contain so many 
just reflections, calculated to be uselul on nume- 
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tcoB collateral rabjects, that I haYe;ni^ been- able 
either to condense or to abridge them,^ vithoict 
injuring the natural simplicity with which they 
are. writtai4 Indeed^ it wilL akauoat always' be 
found, that when people write about what.eon*- 
cem9 tbe^uelyes deeply, especially if they have a 
great superabundaicice of topic, the e^zpressum takes 
the copioua character of their matter, and whan 
given with good fiaith, carries widi it a vigour, as 
well as a grace, fiur beyond the reach of iart. . 

I shall therefore give one or two of diese letters 
untouched, as I think they afford a more satisfiuy 
tory glimpee into the actual doings of the forest, 
than could be derived from the most elaborate de^ 
scriptums of a traveller* And it. is only necessary 
to menti<m further, tihat the- writevs are persons 
accutttomed, during all their previous lives, to good 
society, and to the oAer advantages of an older 
country, 

* _ _ 

** DouRO IN Vrm Cavasa. 
21tt April, 18S8. 

^^ My dear Sib, 
^^ As you were commissioned by Captain Hall to 
procure from me answers to some queries, I shall 
just give you a short sketch <tf the proceedings of 
my own fimiilyirom the commencement. I shall 
declare the truth-^but not the whole tfuth— -as it 
would require volumes to contain all I could re- 
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late ; and as yon are partly aware of the difficul- 
ties we had to encounter, yon will perceire there 
is no exaggeration* 

^^ After Tarious dangers on the Toyage out, we 
reached Quebec in safety. Our party wasvery large, 
consisting of 21 persons ; and wishing to use as 
much economy as possible, we engaged some births 
in the steerage of the steam-boat for Montreal, ha- 
ving atemporary division made to preventonr party 
from being annoyed by the conmion passengers. 
Two dollars ar-head was the charge. Tiu^ee children 
were charged for as one passenger. From La Chine 
near Montreal, we proceeded- in Batteaux up the 
river St Lawrence. This was very pleasant for 
a day or two, but when continued for eight or 
nine, it became tiresome. Sometimes we slept in 
hay-l<rfik8, preferring the sweet fresh hay and cool 
air, to the small close rooms in taverns, which 
abounded with bogs. Sometimes we lay on the 
grass near the river side, and though frequently 
wet through with dew, yet our party enjoyed good 
health. We arrived at Kingston, at the e4st end 
of Lake Ontario, on the night of the ninlh day, 
and as all the houses were shut up, were obl%ed 
to remain in the boats till morning, when we en- 
gaged a schooner, and took our passage for Y<»k, 
the capital of Upper Canada, Lay two days wait- 
ing for a fair wind — weather oppressiVtely hot. 



VVPEn CANAPA. 309 

^^ At York we remained for six weeks, the great- 
er part of which time my fiunily was accommoda- 
ted in the garrison by permission of the gover- 
nor. . During our stay at York, we unpacked our 
boxes, and found our things much injured by 
the wet they received in the schooner* At the 
end of a month we received a carte blanche 
from the Governor in Council to pitch our tents 
in any township in which there was vacant 
land. I hired a waggon, and, accompanied by 
my brother-in-law and his son, and laying in a 
store of provisions sufficient for a week, we pro- 
ceeded to Cobourg ; delivered a few letters of in- 
troduction to some of the principal people there, 
and in company with a friend went to the Bice 
Lake, where he introduced us to the surveyor of 
the back township, who lives at the east end of 
the lake. This was the first time I had ever been 
in the house of. a back- wood settler. The lady of 
the house was ill with the Lake fever, the little 
infant sick with" ague, so that all the housekeeping 
devolved upon the man of the house, who milked 
the coirs, cooked their meals, and attended the in- 
valids, besides attending to all the business of the 
farms. This, I must confess, staggered me a lit- 
tle, particularly as I myself felt ill at the time ; 
: but I saw no appearance of dejection in him, and 
why should I allow fears to arise ? The next morn- 
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ing a f eoiale wbb procured to MenA tiie nek, and 
we proceeded 24iiiile8 aptheOtenabeeRiyer, to a 
place then called Scott'e Plaim^nowPeterborougli, 
where there wm, and still 1% a most wretdMd 
farm-hoiue, and tumbliiig down grist and saw* 
milL My brother-in"4aw and three men, indo- 
ding tihe sorveyor, crossed the riyer to spy tiie 
promised land, and walked to Dooro, sboot three 
miles higher up the river. I was iBl and not able 
to accompany thenu When theylMnmed, they 
made a vary &yoiirable report,and.literaUy Iwonght 
a bunch of wild grapes* 

*^ We all then came back again, with the fidl i^ 
termination to bring onr fcmilies to Donra. I 
became very ill before I reached CfAowrgj iwhere 
I was confined to bed. at a mtsersble tavern. I 
was yisited by a gentleman, who, m the most 
friendly and hospitable manner, iiuasted on my 
being remoyed to his honse, where I ranained 
dangerously ill fiir slNmt liiree we^a. My hnh 
ther-in-law, in the meantime, had retomed to 
vYork for our two iamiliies, learing Us son to take 
care of me. In about ten days they reached Co- 
bourg in a schooner, after havitig encountered s 
storm, and haying been neaiiy dbipwrecked.- The 
ladies and myself remained in lo^^ngs at Cobomf 9 
and my brother-in-law and his sons, along with 
«ome labourers, went to Douro, to begin opera- 
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tionfl wh^re'none but Indums, or Indian trader^ 
had ev^ been before, and the party merely, gness^ 
ing where they were, as that township had not yet 
been suryeyed. They cut a road from the landing* 
place opposite to Scott's Mills, three miles through 
thick woods, to the place they were to b^n to 
build the house, for the strong current in the riyer 
prevented them from proceedii^ farther by wiKter. 
With some difficulty they procured a yoke of oxen 
to hire in Smyth Town, and were obliged to swim 
lliem across the river. 

'' After some time provisions b^an to run short, 
and two men were sent out to forage. After Ira- 
remngfoT many miles they returned wiA one 
small pig, which lasted for only two days. No 
iiour was to be had at the Mill, as the neighbour- 
hood afforded no wheat. At this time 18 men 
were employed by my brother-in<^law to saw the 
Ic^ ibf our houses, and he was quite at' a loss 
where to send for food. Fortunately I arrived 
ihat very evening with a supply of pork, pease, 
' flour,.and whisky ; for if I had not come, all the 
men would have gone away, and it would have 
been nearly impoiasible to collect them again, as 
they lived many miles frt>m each other and from 
Douro. This collection of neighbours is called a 
Bee, and is the common custom to assist each' 
otfa«^ in any great piece of kbour, such as buUd* 
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log a house, logging, &c. The person iHio ^ calls 
the bee' is expected to feed them, well, and to re- 
turn their work day for day. On my way up the 
river from Bice Lake, I was obliged to deep in 
the woods with a blanket rolled ronnd me^ and a 
large fire at my feet. Some Indians who were 
coming down the river, came to ns, and soldns 
some venison for a little whisky; we made them 
eook it for ns, and also remain with ns all night 
to keep on a good fire, as it was cold weather 
in November, . and there was some snow on the 
gronnd. 

^^ I spent a day or two at Donro to see my honse 
put up^ as it was quite a new scene to me, and is 
extremely interesting to see a small opening made 
in the forest, and with the trees cut down the watts 
of a house erected in a few hours ; and when every 
thing has been prepared, a house may be finidied 
and ready to be inhabited in two days* But this 
was not so with ns; for, from the difficulty of pro- 
curing hands and materials so far back, we had 
many delays ; in consequence of the severe frost 
setting in, and the illness of the only mason iixthe 
country, the stone work of our chinmeys was only 
half done. 

^^ I returned to Cobourg, to bring, out our fami- 
lies' to the woods; but I found my wife very ill, 
and also one of our children, which delayed uir for 
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some Monihs ; but my sister and her family went 
out, and took up their abode in what is called a 
ahanty, which is merely a shed or hut made of 
logs, and rpofed with slabs hollowed out of logs 
to turn the wet, and was qtute open at one side, 
and in front was a gteat log fire. Hiey were 
obliged to live in this shanty the whole winter^ 
as the frost prevented' the mason from bxdlding 
the chimneys of their house : that winter we had 
much deeper snow than we have seen since we 
have been in Canada, being then 3^ feet deep ; 
and I have seen the little children, from* two 
years old and upwards, sittihg round the fire, 
heavy snow falling all the time; yet both my bro- 
1iier-in*law and sister say, they never knew thetr 
<diildren so healthy or so lively as they then were. 

<< On the 1st of March, 1823, they got into their 
house, having put up a stove: the thermometer 
often 30 below zero during this winter. 

«* Upon the 10th of February, 1 823, my &mily 
being once more in good travelling order, we de- 
parted from Oobourg, to the surprise of some of 
our fnends, who thought that our courage would 
have failed, when the great plunge was actually 
to be taken. The first nigkt we slept at a little 
tavern, and adopting the custom of woods-folk at 
otice, we rolled ourselves in our blankets, and lay 
down on the floor before a large fire. The next 

VOL. I. o 
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erening we reached Scotli's Mills ; had our It^-. 
gage and children carried across the riyer ; we 
were met on the other side wiih a sleigh and oxen, 
to convey ns to our pew abode* Having arranged 
onr bedding and the younger children on the 
sleigh, we proceeded ; the snow nearly knee-deep^ 
and for the last two miles in darkness; so that we 
were right glad to see Ihe cheerfol light of a good 
fire shining throogh our log-hut windows. Here 
my sister and most of her family met us to wi4> 
come us to the woods. Our house appeared large 
and wild, as, from the difficulty of procuring, 
boards at ihe-saw mill, there was not a single per* 
tition in omrs put up; evai on the floors, the 
boards were scarcely sufficient to prevent the 
children's feet from going through. When we set 
about to prepare our beds, we found the floor etn 
vered above M'tttoh thick with ice, of which we 
removed as ni^BMVe could with axes and spades, 
«id then pnt i&y«rof chips and shaving-, «p« 
which we spread our mattresses and blankets; then 
having hung up some blankets at the doors, and 
also for partitions, we lay down. to rest, bcmg 
pretty well fatigued ; and upon looking upwards 
from our beds, we saw the sky through the roof ; 
and have oftben, during the time we lay .in that 
mianner, amused ourselves watching the stars pass- 
ing, and others appearing<r 
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• ^' The next morning, I sent all hands to Scott's 
Mills for. the remaiader of pur luggage, and my 
wife and I set out to go to see my sister. How- 
ever, having occasion to return- for something, I 
observed emoke issuing from many parts of Ae 
foof. As quickly as I could, I went up the lad- 
dear,, and found the upper part of the chimney and 
a great part of the roof on fire. No one was in 
Ae house, except a maid-servant and three little 
children ; fortunately the scaffolding had not been 
removed ; I cHmbed up, and was just taking a pail 
of water from the girl, when the scaffolding gave 
way, and down I came. I with much difficulty 
scrambled up again, and tore away the shingles 
which were on fire, and after some time and 
trouble, succeeded in extinguishing the fire. Tins 
fire was caused by a dangerous method they have 
here of building chimneys with .pvoss sticks, plas- 
tered with clay ; but this had beei;|i: built in severe 
frost, so that the clay did not adhere, and the 
sticks caught fire. 

^^ Our time was now occupied in endeavouring to 
make ourselves comfortable, and we amused our- 
sidves by looking forward to seeing some appear- 
ance of vegetation. This, however, did not occur 
until the b^inning of May. In April, we tried to 
make some sugar; but as we had nobody to tell 
us how to set about it, we did not succeed at all. 
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The place we boiled the sap was wkhin one Iran- 
dred yards of the hoose ; bat so elose were the 
trees, that I could not see the house ; and it even 
appeared so long a walk there, that I had my dm- 
ner carried to me, thinking it too far to return lor 
it myself. This is a mistake which frequently oc- 
curs to new settlers ; and I haye often since laugh- 
ed, as that very spot is now cleared, and appears 
dmost at the rery door; and, aldioagh we are 
only 84 yards from the river, we were two months 
here before we could see it from the house. As 
soon, however, as the snow went oifll^ we commen* 
ced chopping, to admit air and sun^ and got ten 
acres ready for spring crops. It has occurred to 
us more than once, in the two or three first years 
of our residence here,, to be in danger of starva- 
tion, from the extreme difficulty of procuring any 
sort of provisions in this neighbourhood, and from 
the unceriamtf^feon^eyances from Cobourg, onr 
roads being few, and very bad, and tor some time, 
both in spring and autumn, our navigation bdng 
interrupted by Inroken or bad ice, not good for 
sleighing. ^ The first year, we had no potatoes nndl 
August, and were glad to gather any wild plants 
which we were told could be safely used as greeny 
to make a little yariety. Salt pork, pease seup^ 
and bread, being but bad food for children, some- 
times for weeks together, we ha;ve used tea made 
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of tbe yotiBg shoots of the hemlock-piiiey or 
burnt Indian com for coffee. We lived so tar 
from other settlers, that we seldom heard of any 
opportunity of sending out for any thing we 
wanted. I have had three or four men working 
for me, and have not had providons su£Sicient for 
the next day. I have gone out with my ox team, 
and a man to forage, and, after travelling an 
entire day, returned with a couple of sheep, that 
had not a pound of fiit upon them, a little pork, 
and a few fowls, and when crossing the river, just 
tiear my own house, have been near losing the 
whole cargo by the strong current. 

'^The most interesting time had now arriyed, 
when we saw our first crops appear above ground. 
I had the honour of planting and sowing the first 
iMods in Douro. But our troubles were not at an 
end ; for in June, when all our, cnm^were looking 
weU, and when we looked for^trard to having a re- 
ward for our patience and industry, a great fire, 
which began in the woods, extended into our clear- 
ing, and bnmt up a large portion of the young In^ 
dian eom and potatoes, and it was with the great- 
est exertion that we were able to save a part of 
our precious crops. This fire lasted for two or three 
days, and all hands were busily employed carrying 
water. 

^^ In the second year of oar sojourn, we lost a 
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dear little daughter, nearly two years old, one 
who was most endei^png to all who saw her^ and 
who often beguiled an hour, after a day of hard la- 
bour. Two days passed before we could send and 
procure a doctor. A short time after this, my wife 
was confined, and I had to send fifteen miles for a 
nurse tender, who reached us with much, difficulty, 

I 

as she was obliged to walk through woods, whei^ 
no road had ever been cut, and to be carried some? 
]imes across swamps, and lifted oyer large logs. 
My wife, howeyer, recovered safely and speedily, 
although her confinement took place in the depth 
of winter ; and now we have three little children, 
who have never been three miles from this house. 
Nothing unpleasant has happened within the last 
year or two, with the exception of the loss of 
some cattle, by the felling of trees» and other aod- 
dents. . Our piovisimfis occasionally ran sliort for 
the first three years'; and at times we have literally 
used plain bran made into cakes, and used Indian 
com boiled, when we could not procure flour. In 
the winter of 1824 we had four Scotsmen, em- 
ployed ; and, in order to supply them with bread, 
we were obl%ed to grind our wheat in a small 
hand-mill, which, fortunately, we had brought 
vrith us for grinding coffee, pi^per, &c. Every 
evening, after a hard day's work, these four young 
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men ground as much wheat as was sufficient for 
supplying bread for each day. • 

• " We had been nearly a*year and a half liying 
here before my wife saw a female of any descrip- 
tion, except those of our own two families— ^and 
^e day I took her down to the null, where tWo w6^ 
men were washing at the river side, when she im^ 
mediately cried out, ^ Oh! there are two womeni' 
Three years passed away without any appearance 
0f settlers coming near us. I thought, as my'fali^ 
Inily were growing up, it was a pity to spend any 
more time in this hopeless retirement. So I had 
written to a friend in Cobourg to procure for me- a 
snug little place in that neighbourhood, with alxjtil 
50 acres of land. A few days after this, Mr' Vi 
Robinson came ta^my house, and mentioned to m.e 
his intention of bringing up the emigrants to thesis 
back townships. At once wegk^ lip every ideai 
of removing-%-the clouds dispersecl-^an our diffi- 
culties seemed over. « w 

r 

^^ The plains at Scott's MiTIs were soon after co- 
vered with huts and shanties, and Inhabited by 
2000 souls.' All became bustle ' and activity ; 
houses and stoves erected ; a clergyman, priest, 
doctor, besides various kinds of tradesmen, were 
soon established ; in fact, every thing we wanted 
appeared within our reach, and we had the prospect 
of some society. Now I would not exchange for any 
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Mher part of the proTiiiee. Our frnn (wUdht ii 
now near 70 acres) will giro na all the neeeaaariea 
of life* Okmi my wife and I look back, I may toy 
witb pleaamret at onr litde grievaacea, and eujeff 
the retrospect. No aetders coming keire now eail 
liave any idea of the dBfficnkiea of the first aetdBia) 
tm they can now j^ocore every thing they reqnm 
if they have the meana of purchasing it. We now 
have good oailla bodi for floor and boarda,dianks to 
ear good governor. Sir Peregrine Maitland, and 
Mr Robinson ; a bridge over the river, roads in 
every direction, and a regular commnnication wtdi 
the towns in front, so that any lady and gmtfe*^ 
man with a small annual income, and the prospect 
<^a fimiily, with proper management would do well 
bmre, by securing a landed property for their chil* 
dren* All unneceasary expenses must be avoided 
for some time, as labour and necessaries are high- 
priced, I mean duddng, provisions,- &c., partieu- 
larly if a man cannot work himself, or if hk fa* 
mily are not able to assist him. A settler in this 
country, though he may have an inc<»ne, must do 
aH he can to assist in getting on the work; and 
he must c<Hne here with the full detenniiiati<m to 
become a £Eurmer to all intents and purposes. The 
lady must be a good economist and housekeeper; 
and if she is willing, contented, and reasonable, ^e 
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will have it in her power to save her husband 
snany an hour of anxiety Aai pe^. 

^^ Try to surmount all difficulties ; and aa there 
is always constant employment for both head and 
hands, never for a moment let your mind dweH 
on your apparent unpleasant situation ; look for^ 
ward with hope, and all will go on WeU^ no dan> 
ger. 

^< I have now given you a short aeoount of our 
sojourn of fiveyears in thisnewcountry; and though 
we have had some little difficulties, and some 
anxieties, yet we are as happy and contented as 
any others in the country, or perhaps as we could 
be any where; we certainly regret the loss of the 
society of our distant friends, yet we consider the 
step we took in coming here was that of duty to 
•ur children* My property here wiU become valu- 
able in time ; and the great pleasuse^of still living 
under the protection and .oaif«.«f »the British Oo> 
vemment, though last, is nol^thfSiIflBst of the many 
blessings we enjoy. 

^^ It would be a most desirable thing to have a 
few thousand English and Scots settlers amongst 

w^ particularly the latter, as they are so steady, 

•» 

industrious, and moral. Douro settlers are at pre* 
sent all Irish, and, though doing very well, yet, 
from their former indolent habits, they have not 
exerted themselves as much as they might, being 

o2 ' 
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addicted to taJdng a little too mneh whiskj, and 
hy doing so lose a great deal of time. . A great 
improvement would arise from the settlers, of- the 
difierait. parts of. Great Britain intermarrying; 
and any differences whicli mi^it have existed 
wonld soon wear away. The Soots have all got 
more or less education, and think it a disgrace not 
to have their children tanght the common rodi- 
m«[its of learning. This is apt to be neelected in 
. aew co«a^m the excL of W.J of tune, 
for a child eyen of fiye years old may be of great nss 
to its parents; but if the country, were better 
settled, so as to reduoethe price of labour, parents 
eould then hire assistance^ and fipare their t^l^ 
dren to go to schooL 

. ^^ A thousand arguments might be produced ia 
iavopr of mixing English .and Scots settlers with 
the Irish here, not so much for Oidritnode of £sna^ 
ing, as from the good example they would give aS 
sobriety, regularity, morality, and steadiness ; not 
fond of visiting, card-playing, carousing, or party 
spirit. As for farming, the b^t and only way (if 
settlers want to succeed in the back-woods,) is to 
follow the mediods of the Americans, as they are 
o/iibnnasters in these matters. I am sure I speak 
the sentiments of all who have succeeded, in those 
parts, when I sajr that great bend&ts would arise: 
from a number of Scots emigrants being intro^ 
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dnced anumget the Irish. We have a few in some 
of the neighbouring townships. They are pro- 
▼erbial for good conduct in eyery way, and every 
(me wishes to employ them inprefeirence to others. 
For the first two years I never was without one or 
two, and sometimes four. I found them industri- 
ous, obliging, and honesty and free from presump- 
tion — they were very superior to the Irish, or even 
the English. Mind I am an Irishman myself ! 
' <^ I hope %what I have said is something to the 
purpose. Aad believe me, my dear sir, 

« Yours,'* 8m5. 

As I have given the above letter exactly as it 
was written, I shall leave it to make its own im-- 
pression; only remarking, that, in spite of the en- 
eouragement held out to ladies and gentlemen with 
small incomes to settle in the Bush, my own opi- 
nion is decidedly against such pi^jects, in the ge- 
neral run of cases, and I shall be sorry if what I 
have here given either under my own hand, or 
that, of my correspondents, shall tempt any such' 
persons to leave their homes, in the hope of ma-^ 
king themselves more comfortable. The wilder-* 
ness, as I Have said before, is an excellent asy- 
lum only for people in severe pecuniary distress, 
but who have strength of mind, and strength of 
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hodjf to eaooimter Ae hiSgam of oaieimttiiig 
liaird labour. 

NeT«rth^M% althou^ this be qtdte true, iik 
highly uit«r«8liiiig to obterye hoir mueh mxy bo 
done uBdnr ciroumsteiiees of great difficulty, 
by a genileiiisa previously unaeeiutonied to 
aiial labour, j^oyidod he be reaolntes^ actiipe, and 
Aeertvi, and enpecially if he haa been trained Iqr 
a comae of naval diaeipUne to regular halnts of 
aelf-eonunand and aelf-denial, aadhaa acquired by 
{M-actice tbat descriptian of promptMreeource^ wfaidi 
a pei^tual struggle with the elements renders al- 
most indispensable to his success. This training 
teaches the mind to consider t^ eveiy ^Acuity 
may be surmounted, the means to overcome nUdk 
are not dishonourable. 

The following picture of a half-pay officer seti* 
tling in the back-woods, strikes me aa being so 
like what De Foe would have drawn, had he sent 
his hero to Canada, instead of the South Seas, 
i^th the superadded interest of its being true to 
the very letter, that I shall insert the whole, ver* 
batim as it came to my hands. Ind^endendy, 
too» of the lively and graphic fidelity of this nar- 
rative, it will be found to contain much practical 
advice, oi which I can asi|ure other settlersy thAy 
xbay avail themselves with confidence* 
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. *^ When I irms residing near Swansea in South 
Wales,*' writes my worthy brother officer from the 
liack-woods of Canada, *^ I happened one day to be 
dinincT at the house of an esteemed friend, when the 
eZLatioH commenced by some one. after dinner, 
speaking about the Canadas, the probable chance 
Amending our fortunes, providing for our families, 
and mode of proceeding. At the time, it appeared 
mere conversation. However, it made such a deep 
imFesrfon on us all, that from that day we never 
met without renewing the subject, reading every 
work we could procure, both on these Provinces, 
and the United States of America, and gaining 
what information we could from every person \tho 
had ever been in Canada. My brother ahortly 
afterwards removed to Swansea, in order to ac- 
eompany -my friend, who had also made up his 
mind to emigrate ; but a severe domestic loss pre- 
vented the former from going, and changed his 
views : but I had come to the determination to go 
to Canada ; for I found that with a limited incotne 
of L.100 a-year, it was impossible to maitttain, 
with proper respectability, that situation- in life 
which my profession called for. My family con- 
sisted of a wife and three children, fi^m seven to 
three years old. 

^^ Thus having made my mind up, in the winter 
of 1818^ I began to make preparations, by dispo- 
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siog of my iMniBehoId fkrmtare, reserviiig tot my- 
self beds, bedding, carpets, and sncb other lliiitgs 
as were portable and likely to be nsefiiL I also 
made arrangemente for b«rrowii.g the som «f 
L^OO. ArriTed at Bristol, I p*ocared'a yariety 
of tools, implemmts of husbandry, clothing, &c, 
to Ae amonnt of L.100, and laid in a good stock 
of provisions, and every thing likely to make the 
voyage comfortable across the Atlantic. 

<< We sailed on the 3d of May, 1819, and afker a 
tedioas voyage to Quebec, and some detention after-' 
wards in getting up the country, we arrived at the 
village of Cobourg, in the district of Newcastle, oil 
the 19ih of July. The whole of my expenses tcff 
▼crjrsge, provisions, and all other travellifij^ chargee? 
amounted to L.100, 8s., so that on my arrival, I 
had a very small sum lefU However, my quarter's 
pay came round, I was in a cheap country, an^ 
moreover, found a most vrarm and hospitable tebep* 
tion in the house of my old and esteemed fii^!id* 
As a new township on the Rice Lake was about 
b^ng surveyed, and I had not means to purelmse 
a cleared farm near my friend, I detennined to" 
vrait till Ae survey was finished, and try the Bush 
•«-as the woods here are called. — ^This was in the 
month of December of the same year. I then ob- 
tained the grant of land my rank in the naval ser- 
vice entitled me to. In February, 1820) I ooSf 
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tracted with two men to put me up a log-house, 28 
feet by 20 ; and thirteen logs, or as many feet high; 
to roof it withfihingles^ and to" hoard up the gable 
ends ; and to dear off one acre about the housey 
to prevent the trees from falling on it, for all whieh 
I paid them 100 dollars. This shell of a* building 
had merely a doorway, cut out of the middle; and 
when my friend and the clergyman, of Hamilton, 
drove out in a single sleigh with me, to see it, and 
we took our dinner at one end and our horse at 
the other, on a miserably cold day in the. month 
of March, it looked wretched enough ; but as it 
was the first but one, so it was the last in the 
townj3hip. Whilst the snow and ice were good, I 
moved all my- effects, got boards sufficient to finish 
my house, and a six months' stock of provisions 
out; and on the 8th of May took my family into 
their pile of logs in a Canadian forest. 
^ ^'I will own, for a time our situation appalled lae, 
and to my then unformed judgment in Bush mat- 
ters, it seemed a hopeless struggle; but I was out 
with my family, and as I did not want for energy^" 
I set to work in earnest. To two Americans I let 
a job to chop four acres and a half, at dx dollars 
an acre ; and at the same time, aman whom I had 
occasionally emjdoyed at home, followed me out, 
and came to hire. During the course of the sum- 
mer, he felled and chopped up three acres more : 
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my cleared acre I planted with potatoes^ a little 
eoni) and turnips : my stock consisted of a cow and 
yoke of steers three years old, with the manage- 
ment of which I was ^totally unacquainled when I 
bought Aem ; but if a man will give^his mind to 
any common thing of the kind, and not tlunk it a 
bardship, it is silrprising what be may do, as in 
this case after a few days I found no difficulty. 

^' I was now anxious to get my house made habit* 
able as soon as possible, andacarpenter being em* 
ploy^ not tax off, I endearoured to engage him to 
put in the windows and door; but finding that he 
wished to take advantage of my situation, I deter- 
mined to do it myself, and thus was forced to learn 
the business of a carpenter. This I considered no 
hardship^ as I had always been fond of the use of 
tools, and had, previous to my leaving England, 
taken several lessons in turning. During the 
summer, I got my bouse chinked, o^ filled the in- 
terstices between the logs with pieces of wood to 
make the inside flush or smooth, and to prevent 
the mud used as jdaster on the outside from coa- 
ming through. I then put in the windows and 
door, laid the floors, and partitioned off the lower 
part of the house into two good rooms, on wet 
days employing my man to dig a cellar under the 
house ; in short, before the vnnler, I had made 
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ihe log-house comfortable within, and, with the 
Edition of some white-wash, smart without. 

'^ In August, we cut some coarse grass in a bear 
v^ meado^ close by, sprinkling salt throngh the 
little stack as we made it ; after this we legged 
lip and cleared three acres of the land I had ch(^ 
ped, and by the latter end of September I^id it 
sown with wheat ; the lo^ng, though heavy, J 
did with my hired man and steers, and before the 
winter, had it fenced with rails* Here, it mky'he 
remarked, I did not get much land cleared, but 
by doing little, and that partly with my own 
hands, I gained experience; and I would strongly 
adrise gentlemen settling in Canada with small 
means, to commence clearing slowly, and with as 
Uttle expense as possible. 

^ ^ In the Ml, or autunm, I put up a log^kitchen, and 
a shed for my cattle ; during the wint^sr, I employ- 
ed my man in chopping three acres more, in which 
I now and then assisted him, and soon became very 
expert in the use of the axe, felling the trees to 
the most advantage to assist their burning, and to 
save trouble in logging. With my beaver-meadow 
hay, and the fir tops of the fiEiIlen trees, my cattle 
were kept fat all the winter. In the spring, three 
acres more were cleared, fenced, and cropped with 
com, potatoes, and turnips; and where log heaps 
had been burnt, the ashes were hoed off, and 
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planted with melons and cucmnbers ; a small patch 
was fenced off for a nursery^ and appie seeds sown, 
•trees which are now ten and twelve feet high. I 
also pat out several of the wild plum-trees of the 
eonntrjr, which now hear ahnndance of fine finiit. 
jProm this time, about five acres yearly have been 
added to my ftrm, taking great care, in clearing 
off my land, never to destroy a log that'would 
make rails, by which means the fence always came 
off the field cleared; and although they are small 
^-^firom four to six acres — ^the fences are all m 
feet or nine raOs high. Here I will remark, it is 
agreat fault to split rails small, an error thatmost 
new settlers persist in. In the spring of 1822, my 
attention was turned to making a flower and kit- 
chen garden* Bound the latter I made a str^ght 
fence with cedar posts, and thirteen rails high, 
which is at this day stocked with every kind of 
firuit tree to be had in the neighbourhood, which 
flourish beyond my expectation. My stock of 
animals has been gradually increasing, and to my 
other stock I have added horses and sheep, wiA 
poultry ci all.kinds. 

' <* In the year 1825, 1 had repaid the money I bor- 
rowed, by leaving back a small part of my half* pay 
every quarter, and had received a deed for 600 acres 
of my land, on which I had performed the settkn 
meat duty, which cost me L.30. * My farm is now 
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increased to 36 acres* I have the deed for the 
maining 200 acres of my land ; also deeds for town 
and park lots in the rapidly-settling town of Pe- 
terborough; and, as my family have increased to 
six, and are growing up, I am ju^t now about buiUt- 
ing a frame-house, 36 feet by 26 in the clear, two 
stories high, with a commodious kitchen behmd^ the 
timber and shingles for wMch I have bought by dtt- 
posing of a mare, after using her for five years, and 
breeding a pair of horses from her. With my own 
exertions,-^being able to do most of the carpenter's 
work inside,— and about L.100, I expect to get it 
finished. 

^* Some of my first chopped land is now nearly 
dear of stumps. I am planting out an orchard 
of apple-trees, raised from the seed sown by my- 
self; have a good bam and stable, with varioits 
other offices ; — in short, feel that I have surmount- 
ed every difficulty. A town is growing up near 
me, roads are improving, bridges are built ; one of 
the best miUs in the province is just finished at 
Peterborough, another within three miles of me; 
Boards, and all descriptions of lumber, are cheap 
i— about five dollars 1000 feet, four saw^mills being 
in operation. Stores, a tannery, distillery, and 
many other useful businesses, are established; Or 
on the eve of being so, at Peterborough; on tlie 
road to which, threi^h Otannbee, the LaudOoai^ 
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puiy^ the clergy, and some private individiialfi, 

■ 

lutTe Mine of the best land in the provinee for 
sale, at from 7s. 6d» to 10s. par acre. The price of 
land ge&erallj, except on the roads, is about 5b. 
per acre. 

^ I was ihe first settler in the township^ and 
almost before a tree was cut down ; now there are 
nearly two thousand acres cleared, and 125 fiuni- 
lies, consisting of 500 souls. On parallel lines, 
at the distance of three quarters of a mile apart, 
reads, of from S3 to 66 feet wide, are cut and clear- 
ed out by the parties owning the land all through 
the township, which will ultimately be of the great- 
est benefit, and are so now to those settlers near 
them. TlieyhaTe been much cavilled at, and found 
lault with, by land speculators, and persons having 
large grants; but I never yet heard an actual set- 
tler complain of them. One great objection urged 
against them was, that a second growth of trees 
would q^ring up along these cleared avenues, or 
roads, and be worse than that removed ; but, from 
strict observation, I find lliis fallacious, as the se- 
cond growth is always a different wood, generally 
poplar, cherry, elder, &c., with sprouts firom some 
of the old stumps, and so thick that they cannot 
eome to any size ; wlule every year there is' de* 
stroying, by slow but sure means, stumps that wffl 
take 20 or 30 years to get rid o£ 
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^ I hare now given an indifferent ^keteli of my; 
settlement in the woods, from wfaieh, I think, it 
will be seen, that even a person not brought up to 
labour, and under many disadvantag^eous eircum'- 
stances — such as going far back in a settlement, 
want of roads, bridges, mills, and society, and ha- 
ving a sum of money to repay — still it will be seen 
that, with a good heart, and an industrious tuni, 
« gentleman of small income may better his situa^ 
tion. And I certainly will say, that any person with 
the same means, and who will turn' his hand to aoiy 
thing he can that is not dishonourable, wiU do weQ 
to follow the same course ; and I think that such 
will not inj ure their country by leaving it For ex- 
ample, while in England, on half pay, nearly aU 
my income went for food; here it nearly all goes 
fer clothing of British manu&eture. My family is 
supported with req[>ectability and comfort, having 
abundance of all the necessaries of life within tuj. 
farm, and my' pay enabling me to 8U]^y all otheir 
requisites. Here we can keep the door of hoie|»i- 
tality open, without inconvenience, and find lAr 
sure to visit our friends, and enjoy oiirselves in a 
feasant way, keeping a pair of goodJior8es,.sldlghs, 

^^ Persons with families, as they have the most; 
urgent reasons to migrate, so they will always make 
the best settlers. Their children can assist mate-* 
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riaUy in llie mode of Carmiiig pnniied <» wild laa^ 
and may do so without its bduig looked upon as » 
degradation. < If they are well educated, there is 
little doubt of their advancement in the preces- 
sions; and if not, &ey will he always sureof a 
provision hy &rming, as their parents may, with a 
moderate outlay, acquire property for them. As 
BriliiBb goods of almost every desmpdon are now 
brought d0wn to a moderate price, genthanen eo- 
ming out will do well not to stock th^oiselves with 
more than th^ want for their own use, as they will 
find their money more useful than supn^uous ar- 
ticles of any de8(sription ; and such, with an income 
of from L.50 to L.200 a-year, with prudencey may 
live in the most comfortable and respectable' way. 
here, being able, by means of a &rm, to suj^Iy As 
table with abundance, and to enjoy th^nselvesafe 
their leisure in as good society as can be found ia 
most country towns in England* Indeed, were it 
not for the differences of fences, occasional dissig^ 
of old stumps, or dead standing trees, and now and 
then ^ I guess,' a person in this neighbourhood can 
hardly fimcjr themselves in a for«%n cpuntiy. 

^^ It is a great error, and to be lamented, that 
most g^atlemen from the old country — as the Um- 
ted Kingdom is called — bring too much of their na- 
tive prejudices with them here, by whidi means 
they oflen expend much money uselessly, and fire* 
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queiitly get into difficulties; and I bare knowv 
same wholly fail from suck imprudence. It is from ' 
•uch ibat unfavourable accounts of tbis country 4# 
originate. I tbink it sbould be a rule for persons 
coming to a new country, always first to follow the 
customs of that country as closely as possible, reser- 
^ their improvenZte tm thiy ^ firmly esl-'^ 
blisbed, and see good reason to apply them. It 
should gener^y be an object for gentlemen, if they 
settle in new townships, to endeavour to get near, 
another, or others, of character already settled ; aa 
by this means they will have a good chance to be; 
set in the right way, and thereby saved from much, 
impodtion, besides, the pleasure of having at han^ 
a frigid, and society suited to their taste. As land 
■say be bought at v^ry easy nites and price — seven» 
jHud even ten years allowed to pay it in-^it will be. 
preferable for a gentleman, or any person with 
small means, to purchase near settlements, or on 
main roads, as they will thereby avoid many diffi- 
culties I had to contend with. 

^^ Having been in the neighbourhood of the last 
emigrants brought out. by the Honourable Peter 
Robinson, who deserves the highest praise for his 
humanity, consideration, and care in settling them, 
and having read some of the Reports of the Com* 
mtttee on Emigration, I beg.leav^ to offer an idea 
that starikes me on the subject. From observationi 
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I iMttk. the Gk>TerBmeiit did too mndt for 
already out, and still the Ccttamittee propose to do 
too nmeh fer any that may Ibe sent cot ; tbey are 
n^ left to find resooiees Irem their own. indmtry 
and energy. While the rations last, many of Ae 
eni^rants make litde exertion, and dispose of fiMd 
they bare not been nsed to^ sneb as poilc, for 
trbidky, thereby injuring their constitations and 
BMH^k, 9pA fijckig £o^ a time habits of idleness. 
Let the settlers be pot on their land with a shanty 
np ; giro a haoSfy ol fi're persons, &ve bairds ci 
floor and one of pork, with two axes and two 
hoesj and, witb this assistance, let them week 
Ateir way* Durkig the time Mr Robinson's last 
settlers were getting rations) labourers' wif;es 
were higher than they bad erer been known ex- 
eept during the war. TUs c^tsiidy would not 
have been the case if they had been less lavisUy 
SQpplied. An able-bodied man that is industri- 
ous, will never waut for work in Upper Canada : 
and, if he wiU w(»-k, he will in a very short time 
get himself a cow, grain, potatoes, &c. &c. 

^^ Although this part of the province is very ra- 
pdly improving, still it would increase in popukir- 
tion and riches on a tenfold degree, was the water 
eooamunicatiion opened with Lake Ontario by a 
canal on part of tixe Biver Trent. An immense 
extent of country from Petsrborough, on tke Ol»* 
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naiiee BiTer, to the Bay of Qiiint4^— 'wUeh k * 
pttit o£ Ontarioy-----^oiDpmuig some of the riclifist 
Ifffid ht the proTmce^' iifioiild iken be settled and 
Gttltivaited, hating a decided advantage over the 
fimat ; and the flour, grain, pcnrk, Inmbcr^'^potaafa, 
and Btaves, thaM; would go doim, mufit make tfaisr-^ 
^strict greatly superior to any other in this pro^ 
Tiiiee. B; is not to be doubted that, independent 
of the tolls, Ae inhabitanfit, vrithin a range likely 
ta benefit hy so desirable an outlet, would wilk 
ingly consent to pay an assessm^it in proportioif 
ta the quantity o£ land they hold* This will rea- 
dily be seen, when it is known that in the article 
of wheat, iheee is 3d* or 6d. a-bushel less given 
lor it north of the Bice Lake, and the same in pro^ 
portioa for other produce, witii an equal loss to 
thois^lcar on every kind of goods he purehasei^ 

^* That the Government are well aware <^ the great 
advantage, inamiUtary point of view, in case ot a 
ivar, of such a communication, I have no doubt ; 
and I cannot be so presumptuous as to point out 
why it would be so, in stating that large quanti- 
ties of produce, &c. will go down the IVent which 
now haa to be taken by land to Lake Ontaricr; I 
will merely state^ that this last winter very nearly 
6000 bushels of wheat have b^n taken in by th^ 
etore^keepers at Peterborough alone. Only three 
or four years ago flotor was transported back there^ 

VOL, I. P 
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00 diat no doubt can exist of the increased quan- 
tity a few yean vUl produce. Throngh the good- 
ness and^patejrnal consideration of his Excelleney 
Sir Peregrine Maitland, an excellent mill has been 
erected at Peterborough, which is the greatest 
blessilig to the settler and the country, and will 
be. the means of the adjacent townships filling up 
rapidly. In the town itself^ which less than three 
years ago had but one. solitary house in it, now 
inay be «e« fhuni^hoosis in eveiy direction, and 
this summer 20 additional ones will be erected. 

*^ Req^table .yeomen, or small fiuiners, havii^ 
sufficient to settle themsdves and support their fiit- 
milies, if they go on wild land for two years, will, 
with industry, always do welL Certainly, having 
L.100 clear when they have paid a seventh of the 
purchase money for 200 acres, they will, before 
that sum is expended, raise sufficient for their fu- 
ture maintenance ; but in all cases, much of what 
is required depends on what persons have been 
used to, and the sacrifiees they will make for a 
short time, to acquire property apd become inde- 
pendent. Mechanics 0^ all descriptions will do 
well, and indeed alljF t>ne used to labour, or who 
will be industrious. Some of the best settlers in 
this township were at home weavers. But trades- 
men, or shop-keepers of ruined fortqne, if they do 
ill at. home, wUl do worse here ; and let all persons 
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who will not put their hand to every thing, who 
feel discouraged at trifles, and who ex^ct any 
thing like a life of idleness, beware how they niake 
the trial of settling in a new country. My opi- 
nions are founded on observation and practical 
knowledge, and in giving them, though in ^ very 
homely and jumbled manner, still I have endea- 
voured to give the true statement, and, I trust, just 
recommendations ; and I shall feel gratified and 
happy, if Captain Hall can cull any thing from 
what I have written .that may benefit the public or 
a single individual, or be the nieans of doing even 
a smaU good to thiB happy imd thriying province. 

** I remain, sir, 

" Yours most truly." 

Before taking leave of this subject alt<^ether, I 
feel it almost a duty to give the following letter 
upon some topics connected with the question of 
emigration, which, it may be observed, must for a 
long time continue one of great importance to the 
United Kingdom. 

I woidd not have occupied so great a portion of 
qmce with these letters, hadl not, from personal 
« acquaintance and other sources of information, the 
most entire confidence in the local knowledge, the 
good faith, and the patriotism of the writei's. TttWe 
reni|rks apply with particular force to tbe judicious 
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to ^flioai I am indebted for tlie follcywiiig 
remarki^ and I am not witkont hopes tliat his eagr 
gmtioDD may baipe tlieir effect in tbeee qnarten in 
wUeli the power reodes of giving Aem piactied 
efficaejr. 



<< Mt beab Sib, 
<^ In yonr last letter to me, of the ISthof Fdin»- 
aoy, yon advert to an observall(» I formerly 
relative to the mixture of Soot^andEni^iBh 
grants with Ihoeefrom iraland; andaa yon dome 
the honour to request Ihe groonda of my epinioBBy 
I take the opportnmly of eomnnmicating them he. 
fore yonr intended return to Europe shall take 
place. It must he obvious to those who have had an 
cpportnmty of observing the progress of newly peo- 
pled countries, that whenever a tract has been asW 
ded dmost exdusivdiy by one d^escar^tion of per- 
sons, that the settlement wUeh they form has re* 
taiaed for many genemtion^ in & very great mea* 
sure, the habits, whether good or bad, of the ori* 
gtnal emigrants. His, I nnderstand, is pecdiar- 
Ijr the case, up to the present day, in the United 
States, it is exemplified in Ad indnslrious and 
thriving Dutch and Germans ; in the higUy mond 
conduct, superadded to the persevering industry of 
the New Englanders, who left their home from 
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liiglv^ motives than the niere personal support €i 
dieiriaiiiilieB; in the Quakers of Pennsylyanla, and 
in many o£h^ instances which might be adduced* 
'My attention was drawn very particularly to this 
vubject, by haTing occasion lately to pass through 
the township cf Cavan, which Was settled about 
lidme yeafs since for the most pait by distressed 
insh, firoin Hie State of New York. They were, 
to ^ credit of the British Government, kindly 
mAsisted in readiing lids province, and provided 
with lands upon their arrival. They appear to be 
a happy, contented people, firmly attached to the 
Government from which they hate experienced so 
much kindness, and abounding with the necessaries 
of life ; but from wanting, originally, die habits ol 
more civiHzed society, they have little of that 

* 

aliout them to which we usually a^itach the term 
^omfiirt* 

^< Hieir log-houses are low and inconvenient, 
rather too much approaching to the Irish cabin, and 
their fSeuntn bnildingB of ihe same character. This, 
of course, is liable to many exceptions, even 
amongst the Irish ; but I have reason to believe 
the greater part of these exceptions to be amongal^ 
the Scotch and English. Upon conversing with a 
gentleman upon the subject, he said, that he had 
made the same r esuork in respect to the township of 
Glengary^ peopled principally in the early days of 
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the province bj Scottish HighhmderB. He descri- 
bed them asaloyal and moral people; but not be- 
ing possessed of the patient industry of theLowkad 
Scotch, their dwellings and £Eurms did not evince 
those appearances which characterise a thriving 
and fast improving population. This, being himself 
from the Highlands, he attributed to their roving 
habits, leading th^n to prrfer the adventnrons life 
of the lumber trade to the more peaoefidoociqpatkws 
of their farms. If such be the dise in the above 
quoted instances, there is strong reason to expect 
it to be the same if large bodies of Roman Cadio- 
lie Irish should be located tcfjalber ; apeoplewho^ 
hitherto, and from causes beyond their own con- 
trol, have been almost provsiHbial £or the absence 
of habits of r^ular industry^ and Sor tike negleet 
of the comfortis and the deoencieB of life. The ex- 
periments hitherto made by the beneficence ci Go- 
vernment, hnife sho'wn satifibctorily, that they are 
capable of much improvem^it by colonisation* The 
apathy brought on by their former hopeless situa- 
tion, is, for the most part, exchanged for habitual 
industry, by the necessity of constant cacertion, 
and the certainty of bettering their condition. And 
what is of no ennall importance, they feel and ext- 
press a grateful attachment to the good King who 
sanctioned, and to the Government which haseffect- 
ed, so b^nefiK^ial a change in their circumstances. 
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*' But ajl this is not without its alloy. There is 
perhaps more idleness and dissipation at the recur- 
rence of every opportunity, than would* take place 
amongst persons of another description; and, as I 
understand from gentlemen residing in the midst 
of theni, a party spirit is creeping ^l, which is 
likely to increase with the improvement of their 
circumstances, and their opportunities of leisipre. 
It might be rationally concluded, that these, now 
existing and anticipated evib would be obviated 
by a mixture of the Lowland Scotch and English 
settlers along with the Irish. The economical, in- 
dustrious, and moral turn of the natives of Scot- 
land, would lead the way to success ;.and the cus- 
tom of the English of vesting their gains in the 
comforts and decencies of life, would teach the pro- 
per enjoyment of that success when attained. 

^^ These circumstances, with the aid of constant 
intercourse and consequent intemutrriages, would 
effect a senrable and beneficial, thougb silent change 
in the parties requiring it, without th|^danger of 
contamination, as tiiat would be counteracted by 
the necessity of exertion in all; and those who, 
after all these chances to the contrary, should at 
last be irreclaimable, would sink into their proper 
station, that of labourers for their deservedly more 
fortunate neighbours.' The success that has at- 
tended ike plans hitherto adopted, may lead oue 
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eaa&ieaHj to htfpe^ my er^i to assert, that under 
oertiin modifieatio]i% Bttch as observation and ex- 
pmenee sbaUfromtimfi to time dictate, thousands, 
and tens of thonsaiwh of onr fellow subjects, whose 
eidsteiiee ]» now a burdoi to themselyes, and to 
their country, may be convertied into a prosperous 
and loyal population, attached, from feelings of 
gratitude, and from those still stronger, of interest, 
to a (3oTemment which shall have raised them from 
ind^nce to eomparatiTe wealth, attended by tike 
HgBS&tA dreumstanee of being the founders of a 
great and happy people. 

«< Although, perhaps, singukr in mtruding these 
opinions upon your notice, I am not singular in 
entMtaining them, as the accompanying enclosures 
win testify; and I may confidently say, that such 
are the sentiments of aU tiie thinlring men of this 
district, who have had an opportunity of witness- 
ing the progress of the Irish settlement. The 
highly judicious and benevolent step taken by the 
Provincial Government in the section of a saw 
and grist mill, has been productive of the best con- 
sequences. Stores have been erected AW the 
mills, which have placed the comforts of life with- 
in reach of the settiers, and of coulee these exer- 
tions will be in proportion to the stimulus thus 
afforded. It is a measure that cannot'be too ear- 
nestly recommended in every future condensed s^ 
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tlement, iaiid slibtild always be considered as a pri- 
jDiary step. Thereby tbe new comers are enabled 
to build commodiously and chei^y, and are cer* 
taii^ of an immediate market for the first produee 
that they can spare^ with the additional motive to 
incUistry in the exhibition of the goods of tile mer- 
chants, whose stores always accompany the erein 
tion of a superior grist nuIL 

^^ I cannot leave this interesting subject, in which 
the happiness and welfare of so many thoussads 
are lihj^y to be concerned, without oflfering for con- 
sideration a measture calculated materially to pro- 
mote the desired efiiBct. It is essentially neces- 
sary, if the emigration should proceed upon an 
extended scale, to break through that imifosnaciity 
9i circumstances and station, that must inevitably 
attend the location of a large body of paupers only* 
This end, it is probable, might be obtained with 
no further e^qpense to the mother country, than a 
passage in the Government vessels, and a free 
grant of land proportionable to bona fide property 
of the emigrant. This encouragement may be held 
out in'pf^der to secure a limited number for each 
new township, withhcdding the confirmation of the 
grant, until the condition of a certain number of 
years' residence shall be fulfilled* The new; settle- 
ment would then at its outset possess its distinctions 
of rank, its magistracy and upper class ; the gran^ 

p2 



346 > TRAVELS IN ' 

tees ureiild find laboarers amongst the eldtet sons 
of the poorer emigrants, and these again would be- 
come possessed of a little money, and with it the 
means of purchasing many a little comfort, of 
which they woidd otherwise be deprived. 

^^ Persons resident in Great Britain can have no 
idea of the inconvenience, frequently amounting to 
.distress, experienced in Upper CSanada, firom the al- 
most entire absence of a circulating medinm ; and 
perhaps it may appear rangnlar to assert, that any 
measure calculated to' introduce capital^ amd pro- 
mote its circulation, would confer a benefit upon 
the province almost commensurate with that like- 
ly to accrue to Grreat Britain^ firom the conversion 
of the distressed part of her population^ into the 
colonial customers of those who shall remain at 
home. If ample encouragement were held out to 
fathers of families in the possession of income or 
capital, but without good prospects for their dJi" 
dren, this, with addition of a domestic market 
for the produce <>ccasioned by tiie annual influx of 
the poorer emigrants under Oovemment auspi- 
ces, would bid fiur to remedy the above mention- 
ed evil, and to render Upper Canada as prosperotis 
and happy a country as any in the world. 

<^ I remain, my dear sir, 
« Truly yours.'* 
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.' After retittrmiig to Cobourg from vintiiig the 
cipigiaxitSy we proceeded straight to Kmgvtoii^ the 
principal English naval station on .the lakesc We 
had sundry minor adventures by the way, which 
I have not leisure to ^ve in great detaiL 

On coming through the woods, after leaving 
Rice Lake, one of our vehicles broke down twice. 
On the first^toocasion, we managed^ by splicing the 
hi^mess and fishing the shaft, to get again under 
weigh; but at the second disaster, when the wag- 
gon was undergoing such repair as we could, give 
it on the road, the horse, taking advantage of the 
pause, slipped off, and left one of the gentlemen 
and me to wsilk in the rain and mud for six miles 
-severe discipline for tired wayfarers. 

In the course of the next morning, when we were 
driving in the stage-coach up a very steep part of 
the road, between Cobourg and the Bay of Quint^, 
the irons drew off the ends of the main bar,, and 
away ran the leaders. On level ground this would 
have been of no consequence ; but at this parti- 
cular spot it had nearly proved &tal to us all. 
The wheel-horses had not strength to keep thecar- 
riage from gathering fresh stem-way ; so down we 
backed at a most alarming rate. A high bank of 
earth rose above the road on tiie right hand^ up the 
sides of which the wheek on that side were just 
beginning to mount, whereby we must inevitably 
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harre been ;iiftet» iiAflB, fortimalelf , we wero 
ped in our d awcp tt 1^ mMOs we oouiA 110^ ImM 
reckoBfldnpoii. 

. ^ AiiMricaawBadrivhigf vpdie liiHMmidii% 
in a aingle borse wtiggofay and fieeii^ dm ^fftoA' 
tiim o£a great gtage^pcoach lieiaiiif down iiqp^ 
he tried^ of oomaK, to rein iMudc his horse^ and to 
get oat of our way* Fartnnateljr^ however, for ns, 
the animal was hambooaled by the uproar, and m» 
inaed to hndge an inch, ao that we eanefidl iqpon 
the waggon, and, the wheds getting locked,- we 
were stopped in onr career* Jonathan, w^ eha^ 
raeteristic skill and pr en^ititn da, leaped firoBoi hi* 
eoATeyanoe^ flew to the (opposite side of the read, 
aad sDatchiDg ftmn tiie a>ak« fe»ee die upper ml 
or hor, ran baek again to the entas^led yehieles, 
and by dashing the peoe of wood, like a spear, 
right aeioss from one hind wheel of the stage to the 
other, eJBTectually arrested both, and, haying thus 
prevented our fEarther deteent, eaafly withdrew his 
own little waggon. 

In our passage in the steam*boat down the bean^ 
tiful Bay of Quints, an extensiye set of winding, 
narrow inlets, all connected with Lake Ontario, we 
were struck at one place by the appearance of an 
extensive tract of country, where not a om^e tree 
appeared as yet to have been cut down* This we 
learnt, on enquiry, was land belonging to Indians, 
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.plaiM niv« sirbvEger Ughl tbe difference between 
.mirage vaA dfn^mi. life, than the contrMt betwem 
ihe two vppoBite shores of this BingulAr hay, 4iB* 
jtaot mhoot a couple of miles from each other. The 
M>ne gkywin^ with f miality, aUd busy with jK^rala^ 
^tion-'^die oth«r sleeping in a state of vegetable aa- 
ture, or widi only.here and there a village of bireh«- 
liarii: wigwams, thinly iidudbited by a dirty set ^ 
red*&eed inhabitants, dressed in blankets, and 
smeared over with talh>w and red odnre* 
t On the 26th of July, we reached Sangst4)n, where 
lirefoQnd ottrselves most eomfortaUy lodged in the 
house of Commodore Barrie^ the eommanding o& 
ficear on the kkest for thongh[^he was absent, hiv 
residence in the dock-yard had been prepared for 
US a wedc before, ' aAd we took possession of it ac- 
cordingly^ as a matter of course, at the soggestion 
of the officer next in authcMity. Such are the 
friendly usages of the uayal service. And al-^ 
though I had no personal acquaintance with the 
officer in question, it would have been considered 
unkind on my part, and almost disrespectful, not 
to have made his house my own, when thus |^ed 
at my disposal* 

Naval officers are certainly much scattered over 
the face of the globe ; but, somehow or other, whe- 
ther from the extent of their intercourse vdth every 



S50 TBATSLS IK 

deseziption of society, the siiiiilarity of their 
generaUjT) or from Bomeihing genial breaihei in 
with the firee atmoephere of the ocean, there seems 
to be a compacitness of fellowship amongst them, a 
heartmessof professional menoship, m short, wmch 
knits them together, especially in fore^ lands, in 
a manner more decided, I thinks than is to be recog- 
nised in most other walks of life. It matters Bttle 
whether or not they have met befoi*e ;— ^their cha- 
racior and services, respectively, are always saffi** 
ciently known to answer the purposes of introdne- 
tion ; and as die range <^ their tojdcs embraces Ae 
whole earth, or, at all events, the whole sea, mai 
the coasts which line it, from Indus to the Pole, — 
they never ran agronnd for want <tf interesting sub- 
jects oi oonversati<m. 

After this vary kog and 4atigaing jovntey of 
473 miles, from Niagara to Kingston, we felt our- 
selves entitled to a good rest, and did scarcely any 
thing else but eat,, drink, and sleep, tiU the 30th 
of July. We then put ourselves on board the 
steam-boat Queenstown, and in thirty-six hours, 
aftier calling at York^ and gmng the whole leng& 
of Lake Ontario, again reached Niagara, adistance 
by water of somewhat more than 800 
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CHAPTER XII. 



On the Irst of August, 1827, 1 drove once more 
to the Falls, intending merely to bid good-by to 
them, and come away. I theref<»re left the carriage 
at the top of the bank, and said to the coachman that 
he need not take out his horses, but wait in the 
shade before the inn, till I came up again from the 
Table Rock. This was at noon, but it was not 
4ill three o'clock tHat I could disentangle myself 
from the scene. Indeed, to speak without exag* 
geration or affectation, I must own, that upon this 
visit^-the last, in all human probability, I shall 
ever pay to these Falls, I was abnost overwhelmed 
•—if tl^at be the proper word to use— -with the 
grandeur of this extraordinary spectacle. I felt, 
as it were, staggered and confused, and at times 
experienced a sensation bordering on alarm-*^! did 
jiot well know at what — a strong mysterious sort 
of impression that scnnething dreadful nii^t hap- 
pen. At one moment I looked upon myself as 
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utterly ingignificant in the presence of sack a 
iplgantic, moYingy thundering body — and in the 
next, was puffed up with a sort of pride and arro- 
gant satisfaction, to think that I was admitted into 
such' company, and that I was not altogether wa»- 
ting the opportunity:— at others I gave up the 
rein^ of my imagination alt<^iher, and then tried 
to follow, but with no great success, some of the 
innumerable trains of wild and curious reflections 
;irh]€h arose in consequence— though, after all, 
aoduHg can be conc<nYed more Tagoe than Aose 
wandmng thoughts, except it . be thehr present 
ghostlike recollection. 

During these three hours, which I am dispoaei 
to reckon as the most interesting ci my whde 
life, my ndind was cften brought back from such 
fandfal vagaries with a sudden start — only, haw* 
erefi to relapse again andagain. More than imee 
I really almost forgot where I was, and became 
moire than half nnccmscious that I saw millions 
on millions of tons of water datRhing down before 
me at eyery second, at the distance of only a few 
yards;-— and ereii ceased to recollect that the sound 
I helurd camofrom the greatest cascade in the world. 
StilI,iioweTer, in spite of these abetraetion8*-»wUch 
I made no attempt to resUnm— IVas all the while 
sensible that something very delightful was pass- 
ing- 



^ 
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' Theeffeetoftldsiniglity cataract iipon the ndad, 
ni^Iit perhaps be worthy of the attention of a me- 
tftphysician. With me, at least, the influence of 
one overpowering but indefinite sensation at times 
absorbed the active operation of the senses, and 
produced a kind of dizzy reverie, more or less akin 
to sleep, or rather to the intoxication described by 
opium eaters, .durii^ which a thousand visions 
arose connected with the general sentiment of 
Httblimity, And it may help to give some idea of 
the esttwvi^ant length to which the over-indulged 
fimcy can carry the dreamer on such occasions, to 
mentiou that once, for some seconds, I caught my- 
'8e]f thinking that I had fairly left this lower world 
fin: the upper sky,— >that I was traversing the • 
Heavens in. company with Sir Isaac Newton,— 
and that the Sage was just going to tell me about 
the distance of the fixed stars ! 

The awakening, if so it may be called, from 
•thesie roving commissions of the mind^ to the stu* 
peiidons reality, so lar from being accompanied by 
the disappointmeniwhich usuallyattends the return 
voyage from these distant r^ons in the wd&Hi of 
fancy, wasgratifyii^&r beyond what I ronember 
tg have experienced upon any former occasion,*du- 
rii^ a life of pretty coastant and high enjoyment* 
This, and ajuindred other extravagancies which 
I could add upon the sulgec^ however absurd they 



354 TRAVELS IK 

must of course seem in sober prose, may possibly 
give some notion of the effect produced by looking 
at the Falls of Niagara— ^an effect analc^ns, per- 
haps, to that produced on the mind of the poet by 
ordinary circumstances, but wUdh less imaginft* 
tive mortals are made conscious of, only on very 
extraordinary occasions. 

Qn the 2d of August, we left these exciting 
scenes, and recrossed Lake Ontario in a very 
crowded, oyeiloaded steam-boait, and landed, £nr 

I 

the second time, at Kingston, on the 3d day of 
August, in the morning. It was fiurtunate that 
we reached our destination before dark, for in the 
early part of the night it blew such a furious gale 
from the south-west, as oar boat could not possi- 
bly have weathered in the open lake. If I am to 
have a seaman's grave, I must say that I slieiild 
prefer going down respectably in blue wat^, to 
being drowned like a kitten in a pond. 

'After visiting the Bi^lish doek-yard at King- 
ston, where there were two firstn^te line«of-battle 
ships, on the stocks, and several frigates nearly 
ready for launching, I felt anxious to take a look 
at Sacketfs I&rbour, the American naval station, 
which lies also at the eastern end of Lake Ontado- 
Accordingly, on the morning of the 6th ol August, 
I crossed the northern branch of the. Raver St 
Lawrence in a four-oared gig to Long Island, 
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which lies nearly in the middle of this immense 
stream. lEIere I got a waggon, and was rattled for 
about seven miles over a turnpike, as they called 
it — Corduroy, however— to the southern side of 
the island^ or that which faces the American shore. 
The ferry-boat had been taken over the water in 
quest of a doctor. I don't know a more hopeless 
predicament for a traveller, or one where he feels 
his resources so completely exhausted, and some- 
times also his patience, than at a ^erry where there 
•is no boat. When I did get across at last, I had 
the mortification to learn that the stage had just 
started. 

The waves from Lake Ontario were roUmg in- 
to Sackett's Harbour quite in oceanic style, and I 
had the discomfort of getting soundly ducked in 
crossing to the navy-yard« I had plenty of day- 
light, however, for examining at Idbsure the large 
three-decked ship which is on the stocks there. It 
is said that she was built in thirty-one days from 
the time the first tree was cut down ; and I met 
an American gentleman on the spot, who told me 
he had been present at the time when this singu- 
Ifitr operation was accomplished^ An immense 
number of shipbuilders, it seems, all expert work- 
men, were sent from New York, and other sea- 
port towns. These were assisted by an unlimited 
number of labouring hands, teams of oxen, horses, 
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^srta, abi SO on* la » eoupln of weite liu^ be 
ttAi mi^ she miglit fasre been laun^ed, and aU 
her gnoMy msste, and sidk en board, ready fer ae» 
tioa. The trealjrof Gbentpntastoptolihesepr^- 
eeedinge; and as it was gtipqbitedby an artidein 
that instmment that neither party tAonld have a 
fioroe on the hikes, Aese great ships, both at 8aek> 
etlTs and at Khugston, have eome to serve no fiir-> 
•thcr end, in Ae meantime, than the innoeo&t pm^ 
pose of amusing tiie perennial crowds ^ofCSodcnejr 
tonriste, who escape in antnnm from the Miiaria 
of the sonthem and middk states, and fill np the 
time by taking the well-beaten ronnd of the EaB% 
•the Lakes, and the Springs of Saratoga. 

The great Ameriean ship above allnded to^ m^ 
boHt of oak in all the essential parts, ind is filled 
np in othesa with red cedar. ^ fiur as I eeidd 
jndge, ibis vessel seems to be pat tx^ther, notwith- 
standing the hurry, in .a vwy bnsineaEKlike style. 
She is covered over with an immense house, er 
shed, which looks, at a distance, like the forest 
dwelling of some inhabitant of the earth, the giant 
contemporary— -if any sack diere. were of Ae 
Mammoth mid M^alosanms. 

The town of Saeketts hasastandnrtiUlook Aovit 
it, which leads one to sospect that, as its rise was 
certainly owing to the War, its fidl is traeeable to 
the judicious artirie of the treaty tfl GHient men- 
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tioned above. Had there been no mich stipntar- 
tkm^ riTal fleets wo«ild have been maintained on 
the lakes to beard and plagne one another) and 
ke^ both nations in perpetual faf^water, while 
no mortal would have been beneitted^ezeept Ae 
worthy inhabitants of Saeketts. 

A bright moon, within oiiie day of the fioll) enabled 
me to retrace great part of the way to Kii^ton that 
n^t. Next nM»ming^ the 7th of AoguJst, I started 
ii»ry ^early, but it was not till eight o'clock that I 
reached the ferry-house on Long Island, opposite to* 
Kingston. The river St Lawrence is here about 
three miles wide, but as it flows past with a cor**- 
rent scarcely perceptible, I calculated upon getting 
to the Commis8i<mer's house in the course of an 
hour, just in time, as I hc^d^ for breakfast, £or> 
which the keen morning air, and several hours' 
journey, had brought me into excellent condition^ 
The ferryman,*urged by my impatient entreaties,, 
aecompanied me to the beach, when lo ! there was* 
no boat. A jackanapes of an idle fellow had taken 
away the skiff, without leav« or license, although 
we could just see him at a distance, in the centre^ 
of the stream, spearing fislu But we waved our 
hats and hallooed to him in vain. 

<^ Is there no boat, or punt, or any thing to be 
had !" I exclaimed, in the vehemence of hunger. 

^^ No^ sir, none,'' said the ferryman. 
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« Why, what's that?' I aske^ 

<' O," said he, << that's a rotten shell of a skiff, so 
leaky she would fill with water in ten minutes." 

*^ I don't know that," I cried; ^^ let me have a 
look at her. I know something of these matters, 
or I have swam in a gondola to little ]^nrp06e. 
Come ! where is your vessel?" . 

Away we marched — ^tossed the crazy hark into 
the St Lawrence, and stood by to watch the eflEeet. 
Sure enough, report had not belied her qualities, 
for in a few minutes she was half full, i 

The good woman of the ferry-house had by this 
time become anxious to assist, as far as she could, 
pi^obably supposing firom my eagerness that I was 
hurrying over to see a dying relation, or mayhap^ 
escapmg from justice; whereas I was merely think- 
ing of the good things waiting for me, and which 
I now began' to despair of seeing this mormng.' 
On hearing me say to the boatman that if I had 
any sort of machine to bale with, I would an- 
swer for keeping the skiff clear of water, the dam- 
sel disappeared for a moment, and returned, bear- 
ing in her hand a large tin pudding dish. This 
was exactly the thing wanted. The ferryman smi- 
led, but made no objections, and away we started, 
though the water squirted through the seams. A 
poor old negro, whose woolly head was turned to 
grey, though scarcely able to move, b^ged to-be 
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taken in, and offetfd to give me a spell when I 
became tired* By dint of liard laboiir, the old gen- 
tleman and I managed to keep the boat tolerably 
free, though our work was frequently interrupted 
by laughing at the odd nature of our predicament, 
squatted in the water, cheek by jowl, in the hot*, 
torn of a punt, and, baling away for dear life ! 

In process of time, we succeeded in boarding the 
pirate, who had run off with the ferryboat. He 
was standing up on, the bow of his skiff, with the 
fish spear in his hand, and looking almost as cool- 
ly at us, as if he had been guilty of no crime. 
But we soon taught him another story, and exe-. 
cuted sumimury justice both upon him and hi« 
companion, by exchanffinff boats — tumbling the 
cdpZvery LeremoSdy from one veil to 
the other, with a hint to them as we parted, to 
make good use of the pudding di^. 

We had now leisure to look about us, and the first 
thing I did was to get my old compaidon's history. 
He had been aU his life, he said^ aslave, near Al^ 
bany, in the state of New York, till the 4th of July, 
182T, about a month before, when he became ftee 
by a law of that State ; and now, that he was en- 
tirely unfit for work, he had been turned to the 
right about, and had wandered thus far, without 
a farthing of money, in order to look for his two 
sons, who he believed were somewhere in Canada. 
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I n«T«r saw a More desolate or ketplan objeet in 
my life, — ead I was just ihinking that it ivmld 
have been no great loss to the world or to kimadif, 
if our inYftluaUe padding duih had ftiled ns, and 
the skilF gone to die bottom««>when my eye was 
arrested by a gronp of people on the beach near iim 
dockyard at Kingston, consisting partly of men 
and partly of women, all of whmn, and ^specisTly 
the females, seemed eagerly gaaing on a dark-eo* 
loured mass lying on the shore. There was some" 
thing in the huddled attitude of the party, and the 
form of the mass round whidi they were stand- 
ing, that recalled, ihough I eonld not well say 
wherrfore, some extremely painful feelings, is 
the next instant, I caugiit a glimpse of a Htile 
touch of red cloth at one end of the object widdi 
engaged so much attention, and it tken flashed 
across my mind, that this mtist be ibe body of a 
young soldmr, who had been drowned in our sight 
und^r the windows of the Commissioner's house, 
on the evening we arrired firom -Niagara. 

On the Sth of August, I embarked, witfi my fih 
mily party, in a Batteau wbich had Inought up 
Oovemment stores from Montreal, and was about 
to return empty. These Batteaux are strongly 
built open boats, about forty feet in length by 
eight at thdr extreme width, and are rowed by 
four oars, besides oneat the stem, which not only 
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steers, but helpfi to propel them by iskulHng* lliey 
carry a lugnsail with about fifteen feet of hoist, set 
upon a mast consisting of a rough pole, with a spare 
oar lashed tp the upper end to make it longer. The 
haulyards are passed over a niche cut in the blade 
of this oar, in lieu of a bloclc. In our Batteau, 
the foot as well as the head of the sail was stretch- 
ed along a yard or boom, the middle of which 
was lashed to the mast by a worn-out sash, which 
one of the Voyageurs said he had got from a ser- 
geant of the 68th regiment. This rude sail was 
trimmed or kept in its proper position, not in the 
usual way, by a sheet and tack, but by means of 
two of the long spars, used on the upward voyage, 
in poling the Batteau against the stream. In or- 
der, also, to enable the steersman to have a clc^r 
view all round, the foot of the sail was raised about 
five feet above the boat. 

These Batteaux, when loaded with five or six 
tons, or, say from forty.to fifty barrels of flour, draw 
about twenty inches 6f water. They are flat-bot- 
tomed, nearly perpendicular in,the sides, and form- 
ed alike at stem and stern, which turn up In sharp 
peaks about a foot higher thd,a the rest of the 
boat. Upon the whole, they are clumsy-looking 
but efficient boats. 

The dockyard officers were good enough to &x 
up, for our accommodation, a most comfortable 
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liurH^a^e-liOuide, ite it k called, in the boat, of 
a ligkt fiame^work covered with canyass. Under 
this we spread our travelling bed as a sofii, and 
thus passed down the whole series of Rapids on 
the St Lawrence^ lying between Lake Ontario 
and La Chine on the island of MontreaL No&ing 
could be more pro6per6us than the first part of our 
passage, and we skimmed merrily along, with the 
stream in our fiivour,amoogBt the ThonsandTfilands, 
as diey are called, with a brisk £ur wind,, also, to 
help the currrait. 

Towards sunset, the sky became suddenly over- 
cast bya thunder-cloud, upon which the Voyagears, 
as these boatmen are called, held a council of war, 
inacormpted, or perhaps antiquated, sortofFrench, 
of which I imderstood.very few words ; the result 
was, the expediency of rowing into anook, or cove, 
* where a little brook escsq[»ed from the woods, and 
leaped into the St Lawrence. 

When I begged to know the meaning of this 
movement, they said, that as the n^ht would be 
stormy, it would be prudent to remain where we 
then were, as there was no place, after the mill we 
had now come to, within 15 miles, where we could 
get any shelter for the Batteau. I — who, by the by, 
knew really notUng of the matter — ^was of a dif- 
ferent opinio^, and told them so. They shook their 

headi^ looked rather amused, but still went on 
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making preparations for staying all night. As the 
Batteau had been put expressly under my orders, 
I thought this a good occasion to ascertain how far 
my authority was iiominal or real, and therefore 
insisted peremptorily upon their putting off againv 
^ unless,'^ as I said, *^ Messieurs, you are the mas- 
ters, and not me.*' * 

The appeal produced its effect. They turned 
about, saying, with a shrug of the shoulders, and 
a glance' to the lowering sky, that it was all the 
same to a Voyageur where he was when it rained 
or blew, but that for ladies and children it was far 
better to avoid exposure on such a night, than to 
court it. " Nevertheless," added they, " as you 
wish it, we shall put off." 

We had not gone 150 yards, however, before the 
thunder-^loud broke close to us, with isuch a peal 
as I have seldom heard ; and t was f%in to make the 
amende honorable, by acknowledging my igno- 
rance, and confessing that I had done wrong in 
despising the recommendation €i such experienced 
guides. I begged them to row back again a^ hard 
as they could, which they did with great cheerful- 
ness, and, with the characteristic politeness of all 
who speak their language, without the slightest 
show of triumph or reproach. But, before we got 
to the landing place, there came on a shower of 
iiailstones, as big as nuts, by which we were so 
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&a€\\j "pelted for oup olwtinacy, that we thouglit 
ourselves fortunate to find skelter in an old cow- 
shed* I certainly never saw any thing like this bail 
before. When the storm had passed, and the moon 
was shining out again, we made our way up a 
rocky winding path, through a wood, along the 
sides of a valley, which brought us to an exten- 
sive saw-mill, the proprietor of which welcomed us 
most cheerfully, and begged us to walk in, saying, 
that he was always happy to see people from the 
Old Country. 

We were all stowed away in one little box of a 
room, in which we had just spme enougb to put 
up the travelling bed ; but most improvidenily we 
omitted to spread the mosquito curtain, and in 
consequence of this n^lect, for many weeks after- 
wards the young traveller's countenance told a mi- 
serabl^ story, lliere are no moments, I believe, 
when people are so apt to reprobate their own foUy 
in leaving their snug homes, as when. attacked by 
such annoyances as these — miscalled die minor ills 
of life ! I was told in Louisiana of a man who gave 
up a good appointment there, for no other reason 
than tiie numbers of mosquitoes whicb infested the 
Mississippi. He was a man of sense — and for my 
part, Ibave often, at suck moments, been.upoii the 
very verge of forswearing all voyages and travels 
for the rest of my life. , " 
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On the 9th of August, w6 reaehed Brockville, 
a pretialy oituated town on tlie left or Canadifan 
side of the river. Here we thought of taking a day's 
rest — a resolution which was confirmed hy meet- 
ing a gentleman we had seen tit the Falls, who in- 
troduced us to a friend of his residing at Brock- 
ville ; and upon this slight acqutaintance — such is 

« 

the £Eishion of the country-^he insisted upon our 
coming up to his house, bag and baggage. We 
were nothing loath, considering the spedes of en- 
tertainment we had enjoyed the nig^ht before. 
; ApubKc dinner J^ven on tMsveryday to 
a gentleman whd had just been raised to the bench, 
and I considc^jred myself fortunate in having such 
kn opportunity of meeting many of the principal 
persons not only of the immediate neighbourhood, 
but of the Province generally. I was the more 
anxious not to let slip this opportunity of seeing the 
higher classes of the Canadian society, from recol- 
lecting some insiniiations in Parliament, that the 
inhabitants of Canada were not so loyally disposed 
as might be wished. 

^ The result of all my observations, however, sa- 
tisfied me ccmipletely, that whatever differences 
ihere might be in that country on party topics of 
a local nature, or even on those subjects which had 
reference to England, there appeared but one feel- 
ing in every breast, of substantial, hearty attach* 
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* ment'to Ae 'mother eoBntry. Hie AflmfiMtfttilmB 
€f this sentiment were too muaeroQS Imd decided 
to be mistaken ; and as I have a fiur ojqpoitonity 
of making this statement, I feel it right to aS 
parties concerned to say, that the occasional exr 
pressions of distrust to which I have alluded, are 
not only unjust,, but most nngcnerous, to as loyal 
subjects as any whom his Majesty reigns over. 

My health was given in the course of the even* 
ing by the Attorney General, and, according to the 
usage of the Old Country, I was obl%ed to make 
a speech in reply to the fine things said on tiie 
occasion* While I was cudgelling my brains to 
think of something to say, it suddenly occurred to 
me to go a little out of the beaten track, in order to 
try the effect of some of the notions which had been 
piit into my head, by the last two or three months^ 
intercourse with the new people and new things, 
amongst which I had been living. After thensual 
flourishes and excuses, therefore, I took occasion to 
remark, that ^' Although I had the honour to be a 
servant of his Majesty, I held myself, fear all that, . 
to be as independent as any man can or ought to 
be. 

" It appears to me,, gentlemen," I went on to. 
say, '^that the words dependence and independ- 
ence, are sometimes not a little misimderstood. 
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For my part, I consider t&at no tiiorongUy inde- 
pendent man is worth a fig/' 

Here my speech was interrupted by an ambi- 
guous sort of laugh, and I could see a puzzled ex- 
pression playing on the countenances of many of 
my audience. 

^^Who amongst this company/* I asked, **is 
strictly independent? I presume there are mar- 
ried men here ? The laws ^ve the husband the 
muthority— I grant that — ^but what noan on esirth 
can say he is independent of his wife ?** 

Here the laugh was less ambiguous* 

" The usage of society is to call one person su- 
perior, the other inferior ; but who can say that he 
is independeA more or less on the good-will, or 
the good temper, of his partner, his children, or 
eren his servants ? What parent, who now hears 
'me, is not dependent on those very children over 
whom he pretends to exercise such absolute au- 
thority ? 

^^ After all, however, these things are just as 
they should be ; like every other part of the rela- 
tions of society, they are but links in that great 
and mysterious chain which holds us all together. 
The truth is, thare cannot, and ought not to be, 
any soeh thing as entire independence. The whole 
flchemd of htttman nature consists* in mutual obli- 
gation, and mutual compromises, or, in other words^ 
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ininiitiial dependence and mutual sacrifice; and 
the greatness and happiness of England and of her 
flourishing- Colonies, would soon he at an end if 
this were not true. 

^< I don't mean of course to say, that this ohli- 
gadon between man and man, or between colonjf 
and parent state, is always exactly equal in degisee, 
though it maystill be strictly mutuaL For example, 
if I were to take it into my head, like Tom Thumb, 
V> swear I would be a rebel, and decline his -MajeSi- 
ty's further employment, I don't conceiye the King 
would be qi|ite so ill off, as I diould be^ were his 
Mqesty, <m the other hand, to signify that he had 
BO further toccaaion for my services. "Bat, if the 
whole Jiavy were to turn traitors, Aid withdraw 
^mselves in a body, the mutual nature of these 
obligations would for a time, undoubtedly, be felt 
in the highest qi|arter ;--«though, in th^ «id, I 
guef3% we should be the lo^erei. 

^^ I fear, gentlemen, you might say I meant tp 
be personal, if I were to make out any' analogy^ be- 
twe^i the absurd-looking case I have j^t put, and 
that of England and the Canadas. But as there . 
is a more apposite illustration near at hand, I shaU 
say BO mofe than beg you will study it, .for your 
own edification. 

** What is true of individuals, is not leas troe ct 
nations ; and though it be Aecustomaiy form of 



ep^ch to say, ihat the motKei' country i» ov^ tbd 
{nroTince, these are mere words— mere pieces of 
courtesy in language;— for the dependence is strict-^ 
ly and essentially mutual, and the relative obliga- 
tions are, to all intents and purposes, the same. 
Nothing, therefore, I think, can be more idle than 
what is sometimes said oh this subject, by people 
on both sides of the Atlantic, and on both sides of 
the frontier I am now looking at out of the win- 
dow. I am convinced, in short, that a colony, in 
relation to the mother country, may perform all its 
duties to the parent 9tate-*-all the duties that can 
Aver be required of her by any rational, or truly 
IMirental statesman, and yet be a^ thoroughly inde- 
pendent as any country in the woi4d^ 

" It has been my good fortune to visit many 
countries, and to see governments of all known 
denominations, and all ages ; frqth that of China, 
which has existed oa it stands for some thousands 
of years, to that of Peru, of which I witnessed the 
very birth— and a queer-looking political baby 
It was ! It has also fallen in my way to see 
another description of infant, which, as you well 
knowj was of age on the day it was born, but 
whether it has, grown older or yotmger, stronger 
orweaker,Nby time, I leave you to judge. Amongst 
all these different countries, I have seen very few 
which unite so maby advantages as Canada*-* 

22 



wkere the' asA-^ike dSnatei aad' wlmt is rwg&y^ 
move TBluaUe, tlft poblie gOYemmeni, and ike 
tone of private manners, are so well calcalated 
to ddvaaee the liappiness of mankind* Yon arcf 
not yet so nnfortonate as to be independent of 
England, in the ordinary aeoeptation of the trarra 
•^-^noflier is she of you ; but you are much better 
off — ^you are allied, heart and hand— a gloriooa 
privilege^ I am sure, yon must fed it to be — ^witk 
a great and free country ;'-^you have an equalfy 
fteeoonstitution-yaa have hardly anytaxe-^awl 
you have ample health and wealth, lon^ I trosty 
to endure — ^and last, though not least, you have 
got a very excellent Attom^-Generd^ whose 
health I now b^ leuTc to propose, with three 
times three !" 

We left Brockville on the 10th of August, and 
xa about an hour and a half entered the first 'Bafi- 
pid, called Les Gallopes, pronounced by the Voyfr- 
geurs Guloup^ or Galoo. There was a very per<- 
eeptible deso^it in the surfiEU^ of the river, at the 
commencement, by im> means unlike that of the 
Thames imder the old London Bridge when the 
arch was shot, as they used to say, at about hail^ 
or three quarters ebb. And, indeed, the whole 
stages of the Rapid are not ill represented, on a 
small sealc) by the lickKdi operation alluded to 
of shooting the bri^e. For a minute or two be- 
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fcire reacldn^ fhe spot^ we- cotdd see tlie £eJl) et 
«tep9 quite distinetly-— a smooth, broad bend in 
ike surface like the swell in a calm at sea. No 
motion was perceptible in the boat till we glided 
over the edge of this water-bank, as it might be 
called, and descended several feet to a lower 
level. At these moments I generally felt slight- 
ly sea-sick. After slipping down this curve, or 
step, the Batteau entered a broken space of water 
occasioned by the fall, and was often swung near- 
ly round in spite of the utmost exertions of the 
crew, rowing hard on one side and backing their 
oars on the other. In this way we were tumbled 
about, very unpleasantly, from ride to ride, fo# 
several hundred yards, with a quick, abrupt^ un- 
easy kind of motion; while {he little, curling, 
angiy sort of waves kicked and cuffed us about, 
and splashed the water smartly against the sides 
of the boat, from which it was thrown-off in jets to 
a considerable distance on all hands. I took notice 
that the waves in these Rapids generally curled 
and broke up the stream, <against the course of 
the river, not downwards, of which, I think, I saw 
a good expknation. 

Before it bedame idark we had passed the Long 
Sault, or Long Soo, as they pronounce it, and a 
great many other minor Bapids, varying in- steep- 
ness, but all of them exceedingly curious. I should 
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•say ti[nt^Ae velodly if ^ip iteeaan at dnse poists 
never exceeds ei|^t miles an hour, if it ever reaebea 
that, whiek I do not think it does. OeneraDy 
speakingt it may go at about six mfles an kour^ 
probably. Bat even this rate, wken tke bottmn is 
mudi inclined, and eitk^ covered witk stones, <ar 
broken by steps for a male or two at a time, makes 
a oommotion siiffidlently formidable; especially at 
places wbere, in oonseqnence of the banks ap* 
proacking eack otker, tke wkole river is compress* 
ed into a narrow ckamieL At suck pkiees tke 
water boil% and breaks, and roars, not imlike tke 
sea over a ledge of rocks-— a scene juregnant witk 
asso<aations of tke most nnjdeasant kind to a 

XBBUm r r . 

Just in proportion as we became 
wi& tkese Rapids, I tkink we learnt to rei^eet 
tkenu. Tke guide-books, of course, make tkeai 
out to be very terrible monsters ;^-but tben, all 
guide-books lie so korribly,one does not know wbsA 
to trust to; and tkeir verbose plir9seok^ rather 
stiu^ulates incredulity, than furnishes in&rmation^ 
The first two or three we passed over without any 
very unpleasant feelings. But after having leisure 
to look about us, 'and to coiisider the inevitakle 
nature of the danger, should. any thing happen t^ 
go wrong, we viewed them with far more awe ; 
and long before, we had done with the St Law^ 



rwiecfy were forced to con|bi» that a Bapid was a 

very rei^ectaUe Hon in its way. 

The first time I crostted the celebrated surf at 

l^SadraS) in the Massollah boat, I thqugfat it rather 

good fimi t»ut After waking about ftrty or fifty 

experiments, I lopked upon it with very different 

feelings. Old soldiers are said to experience some- 

thing .of this kind in the case of cold iron, whe* 

th^ in the shape of round shot or sharp bayonets, 

ivhidi are said to rise greatly in tlieir respect the 

more intimate their acquaintance. 

. The twilight was just leaving us when we dis; 

entangled Qurselves from the last of a string of 

Rapids, or suppessiTC steps, oTer triiich the river 

had been finding its way for many leagues. This 

series, as I have mentipned before, the boatmen 

told us went by the name;of the Long Sault; but 

I itfter wards heard that the dang^ous Rapid 

known by that name lies on the northern or Eng*** 

lish branch of the & Lawrence, whereas we came 

on .the An^erican side of the channel, of which the 

tiavigation is much less formidable. What we 

did see was sufficiently so, it is larue ; but it was 

mortifying to think, that besides missing the prin-* 

cipal sight, we had summoned up our. fortitude only 

to waste it on a minor adventure. 

. We now entered Lake St Francis, an extensive 

sheet of water, one pf a numerous smes whidi 
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lie along &e cdime of the River, bat aiaise b^ 
show oa ibe mafs thiNigh wdl oitiiled to be ea&ed 
Lakes. The St Lawrence, indeed, in its time^^ys 
manyparts. At one stage it is smooth and gbssy, 
and finds its waj without the least diseeniible 
cvrrent, being widened, as in this instance, into 
a sinrt of sea, with low land all round, which 1^ 
no ^ert of the iim^nation can be made to seem 
s^pert of a rirer ; for it rests calm and still like a 
howl filled up to the l»im. Yet within a ni3e of 
BQch a place we find it tnmbKng and tearing along 
in the shape of Rapids, over a broken bed between 
high banks; — ^while at others, abreast e( Brock- 
TiUe, for example^ it glides past in a majestieciD^ 
rent of three or foor miles an honr, the very bean 
ideal of an American rirer realized. Eac^ person 
win choose, according to his taste^ whathe likes 
best^and there is surely abnndance of variety; tfm^ 
without any great stretch of fimcy, we may include 
as parts of the St Ijawrence, all die i:^^ Lake% 
the Falls and Rs^ids of Niagara, as well as the 
huge fresh-water ocean of Ontarior 

I took notice^ that as the sun went down, the 
clouds eoUectedslowly, but ominoufily,mthe south- 
west, and for some time gradually towered highjsr 
and higher one above Ae other; wUk a dirty, w%* 
tery tinge mtob spread over all die rest of the dEy« 
Notwithstanding the lesson I had been ta^ht^ on 
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l£e stAjeet'of i&terfi^eilG^, I felt it right do famt to 
the pincipal boalanan that I did not much like 
the look of the weather ; bnt, as he aiid his com- 
panions declared there tths nothing threatening 
in these appearances, and as they had put my wea- 
ther wisdom to shame a couple of nights before, 
I reluctantly gave way, and allowed them to sail 
past Cornwall, our intended stopping place, and 
to proceed straight on through Lake St Frandls» 
•As the wind freshened when the night closed in, 
the Canadians, beginning to distrust their own pre^ 
«tiction8, reduced their sail, and held frequ^it bro> 
kien consultations wilii one another. I was startled 
by these symptoms of distrust, and told Aem. to 
mind what they were about. But, as we had pasS" 
ed our port, and were fairly in the open lake, I 
saw it was useless to say more, especially as I knew 
nothing of this peculiar kind of navigation^ and 
was ignorant of what these boats could do in bad 
weather, or what description of management they 
required. 

In the meantime, as it was evident, happen what 
would, that we were destined to pass the night in 
the Batteau, we made up tiie travelling bed for the 
child, and in three minutlBs she was fast asleep, 
notwiHistandiBg the melanohory howling of the 
eoming storm. This was fortunate; for ere long, 
the rising wind, and the high sea, whicU soon got 
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«m nude tudL a ndkety dwl had Hm^fomrABd 
been sindM when the gafe cnw 4»9 die mint bave 
iCBtmed to doling^ aU the eeenee irfudi fidowed* 

The boatmen MNm beeame alanned^ and not al* 
together without reaaon ; for the night was dark, 
and the lightning, which flashed qmcker and 
qnicker, made matters look stQl more disniaL . 

The breeze fireshoied every nunnt^, till at lengthy 
upon a few ominous dxcfgs <^ rain faDing on our 
fiM^eSy I could diBeoyer well enqn^ by the al? 
tered tone of the Voyageuis, that they knew mis* 
ddefwasbtewing. Byaiidby,«oe««Ki^,afi.. 
rious squall oame rattUng up astern, and f<n: a Htde 
while we oontanued spinning alcnig, nearly before 
the wind, with the mast bending like a bow, and 
th^ curtains of thchnrricane-house fluttering about 
our ears, and«cracki|ig like a split main^top saiL 

The steersman,.finding he had fitde command of 
lusvesBel^ ordered the sail to be lowered, but b^ore 
his directions could be obeyed, the. nngovemabkr 
Batteau was brought smardy by the lee; and as we 
rounded to, the yard or stretcher of the sail broke 
with a starding crash-— the more alamusg as tiie 
gale, now that we had come to the wind, pressed 
upon us with double violence-— and the conlnsioii 
was augmented by the canvass flapping and tt^ 
ging to get away from the ma^t. Our lio^dcaiie-^ 
house, faeiug fiur aft in the boat^ acted li]Ke a..8a]l9 
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and in s^te of all the steersman couH do, prefvent- 
ed the boat's head from going off before the wind 
again,— a manoeuvre now rendered absolutely ne^ 
cessary to our safety. The truth was, we had been 
earned close to an island^ upon which the Batteau 
was drifting sideways. 

I Wits at a loss what part it became me to 
take on this occadon, for there was a great ap- 
,pearance of confusion, much loud bawling, and 
instead of one captain, there appeared to be five. 
Notwitbstanding what had parsed on the first 
evening, I certainly should have put in my word 
asjbhesffth commandingofficer in this scene, and 
tried to bring'^the rest to oMdr, had I perceived 
any thing done that ought to have been left alone, 
or any thing omitted that could help us out of the 
scrape. But as every thing seemed to be correct- 
ly performed, notwiflistanding the total absence of 
the usual symptoms of discipline, I thought it wiser 
to let the confdsion work itself clear ; or, at aU 
events, to wait till something obviously wrong 
should be attempted. 

The female party in the cabin were but half re- 
assured by my declarations, that all was going on 
as well as could be expected, and our excellent 
attendant, quite forgetting her own danger, kept 
wondering and wondering— *a8 well she might !^~ 
how the infant cotdd possibly sleep through it alL 
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head gndmllf jidded la die dbtta of 
•iMititmal oan teooghft 9wr ttele^^wfei 
Mt the staennmi* As aooa p» the wind 
enough aft to give the boat herf m uy, 
^juiMj Tooad the eimieia cad of the 
whadi we fed todoae, daift wesi^ithavo 
ed a bieeoit on thoro— aad iaoae iaelaat 
eh an ged the gale^ iHueh i»aa aow Uowii^ f^tty 
Tiolnrtly, and the longh sea in whiA we 
^hmgii^ and rolling, for a dead cafan, and a 
pool of water, in a nook, sheltered hdiind Ae poiait 
of land. The boatmen leaped gaily on the beaeh^ 
and though it rained hard, soon nunu^;ed to light 
a fire, not so mneh for the purpose ftf waf u ung 
themselTes, as to cook a fish, killed daring the dajr 
by a thump of one of the oars, as it lay sieepiBg 
on the surface of the river* 

The rain, we supposed, would soon penetrate our 
canvass roof, and we made np our minds accord- 
ingly. But our tenfold dread was, that we should 
be dcYonred by mosquitoes, whose favourite spot 
on all the St Lawrence, we suspected must be ibis 
little cove. Mercifully, not a single one came nei^ 
us all night; and, what was stall more unlooked 
for, though it rained frequently in heavy thunder- 
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» 

showers, no water came througli — and I am not 
sore that we had passed a better night smce enter- 
ing Canada, than we did in this boat — with the 
worst possible promise. 

> As the day dawned we left our comfortable 
nighf s quarters, and saUed along Lake St, Francis, 
with a light westeHy \)^d, the:only remaining 
trace of the preceding night's tempest ; — for the 
sky was now clear from the zenith to the horizon, 
idDtd tiie surface of the stream, if stream it can be 
telrmed, which scarcdy moved at «11, was unbro^ 
ken by the slightest ripple, or eyea the fainte6t in^ 
dication of a swell. Such is the hasty telnper Of 
ihesd American river-lakes,— up in a moment^ 
down again as soon 1 
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CHAPTER Xm. 



We reached Montreal on the 11th of Angnst^ 
1827 ; and after visiting seyeral places in the neig^ 
bourhood, proceeded on the 23df by steam, down 
the St Lawrence to Quebec. • 

One of the trips which we made from Montreal 
was up the river Ottawa, a stream which has a 
classical place in every one's imagination from 
Moore's Canadian Boat song ; and I shall certain- 
ly not destroy, by any attempt at description, the 
images which that exquisite composition must have 
left on the mind. 

By one of those pieces of fortune which are com- 
bined of good luck and good management, we fell 
in with Captain Franklin just at the moment of 
his return from his journey, and before he had dis- 
charged the Yoyageurs, fourteen in number, who 
had brought him in o^e of the Hudson's Bay €X>m- 
pany's canoes from Fort William, on Lake Supe- 
rior, and down the Ottaw^^ its confluence with 
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ih^ St Lawrence near La Chine on the island of 
Montreal, a distance of fourteen hundre.d miles^ 
He invited us to take irmorning's excursion with 
him on the St Lawrence and on the Ottawa ; and 
of course we Were enchanted to visit such places 
in such company. 

I had often before seen small canoes paddled by 
a couple of Indians, but it was a very different 
thing to feel oneself flying along in this grand barge^ 
as it might be called, nearly forty feet long, by up* 
wards of five in Width. She was urged forward 
at the rate of nearly si± miles an hour, by fourteen 
first-rate lEind well-practised Canadian Yoyageurs. 
As the velocity of these caiioes has been a fre* 
qiient matter of dispute, Dr Richardson and I after** 
wards measured abasie on the shore, and by seve<« 
ral experiih^ts,' satisfied ourselves that the greatest 
speed was under six miles an hour. Strictly, 5 
statute miles, and 87 hundredths. 

Each Voyageut wields a short, light paddle, with 
which he strikes the water about once in a second, 
keeping strict time with a song from one of the 
crew, in which all the others join in chorus. At 
every stroke of the fourteen, paddles, which in fact 
resemble one blow, such is the correctness of their 
ear, the canoe is thrown or Jerked forward so 
sharply, that it is by no means easy to sit upright 
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on the cloaks and cusMoas spread nearly in its 
centre. 

While^ with the trae spirit of a master, llie great 
poet above alluded to has retained all Aat is essen- 
tially characteristic and pleasing in these boat 
songs, and rejected all that is not so^ he has con* 
trived, with the skill and taste so peculiarly his 
own, to borrow the loftiest inspiration from nume- 
rous surrounding drcumstanccs, presenting no- 
thing remarkable to the dnll senses ol ordinary 
travellers. Yet these highly poetical images, drawn 
in this way, as it were carelesdy, and frooi efvery 
hand, he has combined with such graphic— rl had 
almost said geographical truth,— that the effect is 
great, even upon those who have never, withihisr 
own eyes, seen the ^' Utawa's tide,*'-HDor f^ flown 
down the Rapids," — ^nor heard the ^ bell of St 
Anne^s toU its evening chime;" while the same finea 
give to distant regions, previously consecrated in 
our imagination, a vividness of interest when view- 
ed on the spot, of which it is difficult to say how 
much is due to the magic of the poetry, and how 
much to the beauty of the real scene. 

It is on these occadons that the poef s fancy, by 
linking together such scenery and such verse, best 
knows how to draw all the world in his train^ as 
willing worshippers of his genius* 
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*^ Faintiy as toUs ihe erening Chirac^ 

Our Yoices keep tune, and our oars keep time 

• • » 

UtaWa's tide ! this trembling moon 
Shall see us float o'er thy surges soon. 
Saint of this green isle, hear i)ur prayers, ' 
O ! grant us cool heayens and favouring airs 1 ' 
Blow, breeases, blow ! the stream runs fast, 
The Rapids are near, and the day light's past !'* 

— lines so beautiful, that no use, or abuse, has 
ever been able to render them comibDnplace ! 

I am tempted further to transcribe part of the 
note which Mr Moore appended to the publication 
of this song at its first appearance, because, while I 
know by experioacie that his prose descriptions are 
strictly true to the feelings which iiiose scenes ex- 
cite, they ^e scarcely less poetical in thought and 
ctxpression than the song itself. 

^^ I remember," says thiis accomplished traveller, 
'^ when we haye entered at sunset upon one of those 
beautifiil lakes into which the St Lawrence so 
grandly and unexpectedly opens, I have heard this 
simple air with a pleasure which the finest copoi- 
positions of the first masters have never given me; 
and now, there is not a note of it which does not 
recall to my memory the dip of our oars in the 
St Lawrence, the flight of our boat down the Ra- 
pids, and all those new and fanciful impressions 
to which my heart was alive during the whole of 
this very interesting voyage- 

It was singularly gratifying to.diseoveri in con- 
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nezioii with the thoughts awakened by ihefle re- 
flections, that to this hoinr the Canadian Voyi^nrs 
never omit their offerings to the shrine of St Anne 
before engaging in any enterprise ; and that du- 
ring its performance, they omit no opportunity of 
keeping up so propitious an intercourse. The floo- 
rifihing yiUage which surroimds the church on the 
" Green Ue'' in question, owes its existence and 
support entirely to these pious contributions. Cap- 
tainFranklin pointed out to usone of theCaoadiaoB 
of his own party, who had accompanied him during 
the whole of his adventurous journey, and who 
wag so deeply impressed with the importance of 
this sacred duty, that when on the most norttiom 
coast of America, not less than two thousand miles 
frcHn the spot, he requested an advance of wi^es, 
that an additional offering might be transmitled, 
by the hands of a £riend, to the shrine of his tu- 
telar Saint. 

I suspect that our recent intercourse with Nia- 
gara, and the many wild and curious scenes in the 
interior of Uppw Canada, together with our de- 
scent of the Bapids, must have spoiled us in some 
degree for the ordinary business of life, and made 
scenes and circumstances look very tame, which, 
if taken in the reverse order, might have proved 
highly amusing. I find it difficult otherwise to 
account for the languid mter^st with whidi we set 
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about viewing the great and busy town of Mont-* 
real) or the indifference which I stru^led in ram 
to throTtr off, as to the politics of Lower Canada, 
althot^h the topic was then swaIlowing#up every 
other consideration. An election was going on in 
the city, and noW and then there was a row in the 
streets, not unworthy of Covent Garden, where 
the public- spirited voters sometimes love to vindi- 
cate the jfreeddm of election, by trying to knock 
out the unpopular candidate's brains. The boys 
k^t scampering up and down the streets, bawling 
out Pappinau I Plappinau ! while the watts were 
chalked and placarded at every comer with ^^ Pap^ 
j^au pour toujours!" and there were sundry 
processions through the town by mobs, which 
cheered one party and hissed' theother, in the most 
af^oved style of party manners. 

Nevertheless, even although I had access to the 
best informed company on both aides, and had the 
CEMTther advantage of forming an acquaintance with 
some of the most zealous of the opposition party, 
I ^uld never bring myself to take any very sin* 
cere interest in these local questions. Ev^y body, 
indeed, appeared so perfectly c<mtented» and all 
that I could see, h^ar, or read about the Provisyce, 
showed the inhabitants to be in the enjoyment, 
practically speaking, of such niimerous and sub- 
stantial blessings, political and dOioestib, that I 
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found it impossible to sjrmpathize deeply in their 
speeiilative misery, when, in point of fact, they 
possessed, as it appeared to me, every thing that 
rational men could desire, and more, perhaps, than 
any other country in the world. 

Possibly, had I studied the subject more attera* 
lively, I might have found my ideas changed ; and, 
although I am half ashamed of not having done so, 
I regret it the less, from observing that the sulgect 
has lately been taken up by the House of Com- 
mons, and has been investigated with a minutenefis 
which it was utterly impossible I could have found 
time for, and under circumstances much m<»ne ad- 
vantageous than any within my reach, even whan 
on the spot. So that a reference to the Parliament- 
ary Report, and to the Evidence before the com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, ordered- to be 
printed on the 22d of July, 1828, will afftn^ as 
far as I am able to judge, much fuller informatioo 
than any I could have brought away with me, had 
I been ever so industrious* 

* 

It was my intention, however, notwithstanding 
the appearance of this Report andEvidenee, to have 
inserted at this place a sketch of the discusrions 
alhided to ; but I have thought it right to suppress 
it, in consequence of the recent changes in that 
quarter, and the disposition which really appears to 
exist on both sides, to start afresh, to turn over a 
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new leaf, and to join cordially in advancing the 
prosperity of a country so highly gifted by nature 
and by fortune. 

The navigation of the St Lawrence, as far as 
Montreal, is performed by ships as well as by 
boats, there being no Rapids or other obstructions, 
except here and there some shoals and winding 
passages, where the sand and mud brought down 
by the Ottawa, and other streams, have gradually 
been deposited in some of those openings or lakes 
already mentioned ; in which places the current is 
so gentle, that it has no longer strength eno^gh 
to carry along these washings of the upper coun- 
try. 

We reached Quebec on the 26th of August^ in 
time to take a long walk roimd the works. I ne* 
ver remember being more sensible how fertile a 
source of mortification it is to a traveller to have 
no means of describing with accuracy some of those 
things with which he becomes so easily acquainted. 
It thus often happens, perversely enough, that du-* 
ring the moments of the highest travelling gratifi«> 
cation, a pang of disappointment comes across 
him and mars half his pleasure. 

We had been plagued for so long a time with 
flat countries, generally tame, and without fea- 
tures of any boldness, that our eyes rested with 
satisfaction upon the graceful ranges of mountains 
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fai the norih, piled high up^n one another, andtB« 
ceding far hack into the interior. The main oat* 
line of these ranges, though generally nnduhiting^ 
fras not without toudies of asperity here and 
liiere, which, by tibeir abruptness, gave a tdne of 
derision, or of spirit, to the scenery in the nordi- 
em and eastern directions. This was still mcve 
femarkable as the sun went down, by which the 
suocessiYe ridges were deprived of l%ht one afisr 
the other, and many of the vaUeys between dwrn 
•-'-eatirely unseen in the full ghre of daylij^iit— 
became conspicuous by the deep masses of dade 
which pointed out their atnatians. 

The foreground, or, more properly speakings Urn 
middle distance of theproq[wct in the north-!ea8teni 
^piarter,. in the direction of the left bank of Ae 
river looking towards the sea, eonsisied of many 
leagues of land, cultivated almost like a gardei^ 
alongagentle dope, rising out of the St Lawrence, 
wMch here resembles, what in fact it may almost 
be called, an arm of the sea* Ilie first or lower 
range of hills was marked at about one thirds oc 
one quarter of its height, by a broad and near- 
ly continuous line of white houses, inter^eraed 
with fruit trees, and rows of poplars, tall chwsb 
steeples, and many other symptoms of prosmuty 
to a ^^ towered city.'' The much-frequented raad 
to the Falls of Montmorency passed through this 
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populous Bttbiirb* But the Falh tEemiidhres irer« 
not distinguisliable from Qoebecy although the 
mouth of the iravine down whidh the riyer flows 
eoukl be seen. 

More to the ea«t lay the great Idand of OrIeau«» 
divi^ng the riv^ into two channeki. The tid^ 
was ebbing when we first arrived) and then the 
St Lawrence had there all the appearance of a ri^ 
yer. But when the flood made, shortly afterwards^ 
the water changed its direction, and gushed up- 
wards with great velocity between the narrow 
gorge in the estuary, foirmed on the south by 
Point Levi, a wooded range of moderate height; 
and on the north by the roeky promontory on the 
extreme point of which Quebec ]sl>uilt, surmount- 
ed by the impregnable citadel of Cape Diamolicl; 
which again overlooks the well-known plains of 
Abraham. 

Just abreast of the town, at the c<»nmencement 
of this narrow pkce, a cTowi of shipping were 
lying at anchor, with their stems turned u^ the 
stream, and theur flags blowing out to sea with the 
breeze from the west. Boats of all descriptioD^ 
speckled the whole harbaur and the bay, as fiir as 
we could see, and, according as they were near the 
high shore or far o£F, they fell within, or escaped 
the shadows of the hills, which were now extending 
themselves, in long dark patches^ over the surface 
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of the water from west to east. . Some of these 
boats were under sail, but most of them were row- 
ing backwards and forwards, in very lively styles 
round a great lumbering steam f erryrboat, the deck 
of which presented a dense mass of heads, cross- 
ing and recrossing from the town to Point Levi. 

We saw all tins from the verandah of the cha* 
teau, or government-house, which, perched on the 
very edge of a perpendicular precipice, sevearal 
hundred feet high, completely overlooks the Lower 
Town, as it Is called. I wish I could give a pe- 
ture of this extraordinary mass of confusion, which 
is quite as irregular in shape, height, position, and 
colour, as many of the extravagant parts of the 
Old Town of Edinburgh. The roofs are very steeps 
being so constructed that the snow may be shel- 
ved off in winter ; but are stuck full of storm-win- 
dows, galleries, platforms, cupolas, and every kind 
of projection — ^really a very singular spectacle. 
About one quarter of these strangely jumbled 
abodes are covered at top with sheet-tin, and some 
of them have their walls also plated in this man- 
ner. But the greater number are roofed after the 
ordinary fashion of American houses, with wooden 
shingles-^and every house is painted, to protect it, 
I presume, from the violent heat of the sun in sum- 
mer. Be this as it may, the effect of the whole is 
very lively. 
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Pew tMngs arie more fatiguing than sights-seeing, 
or what is called seeing the lions, except^ perhaps^ 
going into company when quite worn out with the 
said duties. At least, I have often sighed with 
much bitterness of spirit when, after a long day 
of travelling, ojr any other kind of exercise, I have 
conmienced the more passive, but far more irk- 
some toil of conversing, when all my ideas were 
fled. 

I remember one evening, at Quebec, going to a 
party, where, if the honest, though perhaps uncivil 
truth, must be told, I was employed, for the first 
hour, in the most laborious, but o^ten ineffectual 
attempts to keep myself awake, in spite of the good- 
humour, and the hospitality by which I was sur- 
rounded. The learned conversation of a highly in- 
formed clergyman was not more effectual, I am 
ashamed to say, in keeping me from nid-nid-nod- 
ding ! At length, a military friend, perhaps dis- 
covering the predicament I was in, tried to rouse 
me by asking some questions, I forget what, about 
Loo Choo, or Cape Horn — new topics. This caused 
me to open one eye pretty wide, and to answer in a 
manner, I fear, not very germain to' the matter ; 
but the other optic hung low down still, and re-^ 
fused to. budge, though I was pulUiig the lid up 
with all my might. At this unhappy Juncture, 
for I was fully conscious of my own irremediable 
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drowsiness, the servant <^ned die door, -and in 
flew a bat* 

In one moment all the room was in an uproar ; 
my two companions fled— ^Chnrch and State abaa* 
doned me— one lady made a run £oar die door, and 
was out of sight in a twinkling ; twenty voices were 
opened at once on the poor litde wretch, who was 
at last whisked to the floor by Ihe comer of an 
artilleryman's pocket handkerchief; after whufa, 
the whole party, for some minutes, were absorbed 
in the capture imd examination of Ihe intruder. 
For my part, I felt so gratefiil to the little fellow 
for rescuing me from the arms of the drowsy Ood^ 
into which I had been fast fSalling, that I pleaded 
hard against his being imprisoned xmder a tumU^r^ 
*^ to see how he would look in daylight," and the 
door which led to the flower-garden being thrown 
open, the gentlttnan with the sooty wings wast 
launched into the chilly air ef a Canadian Apgost 
nightx This adventure having attractedus abroad^ 
we were rewarded by the sight oIjsl magnificent 
Aurora Borealis — not flitting about as usual^ but 
steadily glowing in a great arch, extendii^ firoBi 
North'-west to North-^east, and se^ving^ m the ab- 
sence of the moon, which had retired ah hour be- 
fore, to iHuminate all tibe country round. As we 
drove home, we oould even see the meteor, or 
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whatever eke it be, reflected,, quite distinctly, in 
the faroad bosom of the St LanrreiiGe. 

TherecertadnlyisasortofdiTinity which, fixes 
itself in Capitals, all over the world, aa contracKa- 
tinguished, I mean, from Provincial Towns. The 
offices of hospitality to strangers, it is said, are 
sometimes not so well attended to therej^in conse» 
quence, perhaps, of the great numbers, as in places 
miHre remote. But this is generally the traveller's 
firalt, not that of the Capital, where, undoubtedly, 
if he have proper introductions, and manage well 
in other respects, he will generally find more to re- 
pay him than if he had travelled ten times as long 
in other parts of the country. Besides which, 
there is always found in the chief city of ewwy 
country much of that ^^ ease, which marks security 
to please,'^ and all the forms of daily life are gone 
through without effort, or any of that cumbersome 
kind of awkwardness which we often see elsewhere^ 
but which is unknown at head-quarters. Accord- 
ingly, our stay at Quebec was very agreeable, and^ 
had not that city been already described, and over 
described, I might venture to try my hand upon 
BO interesting a topic. In the meantime, I shall 
pass on to a visit we paid to the country amongst 
the French peasantry, who form the mass of the 
population in Lower Canada. 

We left Quebec at half past niue in the mom- 

R 2 
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ing of the 28th of August, and after an honx' and 
a half's drive, came to the river Montmorency, 
over which there had been a bridge, that about 
six weeks before had tumbled down, and what was 
absurd enough, there seemed every probability of 
its remaining down six weeks longer ; thou^ an 
active carpenter with some twenty labourers, might 
easily have put it up again, and made it passable 
for carriages in two days. I never saw any coan- 
try wheire these sort of things appeared to moTe 
so slowly as in Canada. 

• I don't know what the Falls of Montmorency 
may be in the rainy season, but certainly when we 
saw them — I speak it advisedly^ as the newspsqpers 
say— nothing could be more contemptible. In 
winter, I am told, a cone or sugar loaf of enor- 
mous magnitude is formed on the rocks at the base 
of the Falls by the continued addition of ice and 
snow. In summer, however, there is little to repay 
the trouble of a visit. Though, to be sure, it is very 
possible, that Niagara had spoiled us for every other 
waterfall. 

But if the natural beauties disappointed us, the 
smiling works of man, and the still more smiling 
lookfii of the black-eyed French-looking women, 
and the nice clean lively Children, with great broad 
straw hats, delighted us all the way from Quebec 
to St Anne's*-a distance of twenty-five or thirty 
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miles through a country very densely peopled, 
where the houses lie close to the road — each with 
its narrow strip of cultivation behind it, fenced off 
in parallel lines'. Nothing we ha& yet seen in 
America could pretend to riyal these white->washed 
cottages, capped with sharp-pointed tin-coyered 
roofs, all yery fantastic and old-fashioned. The 
lintels of the doors and the sills and sides of the 
windows, also, werd painted black, with steps or 
tiers of flower-pots ranged along them, behind 
railings matted with creepers in full blossom, so as 
to make us feel as if we were in Italy or in the 
south of France. 

I need hardly say, that nothing like a tayern is 
to be seen in this primitiye part of the country; 
but we were most kindly lodged, on moderate 
terms, in a comfortable French farm-house ;~a 
neat stone mansion, very clean, and well ordered* 
The kitchen, or outer room, was warmed in win* 
ter, they told us, by an immense fire-place, in the 
partition wall between it and the principal apart* 
ment ; but besides this, nearly in the centre of the 
kitchen, or public apartment, there stood a large 
iron box, like the money chest of some wealthy 
merchant. I was at a loss to conceiye what it 
could be, and, after making a circuit of the un- 
known object, begged to know what it was. ^^ Ah, 
Monsieur/' said the kind hostess, ^^ you have not 
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in CftoadB, or 70a womd not aw wii»: 
this is for," patting the box witib h«r liandL She 
then expUiaed that this was the store, from which 
Ae pipes, or flues, and other a^^ipeDdages, were re- 
moved in summer, wfaidi gave it the appearanee, 
of a chest " Were it not for this Kttle fellow,'* 
she continued, playfully, ** we should all die of 

cold here.*' 

Besides this lumbering but essentiad^ece of fitir^ 

nitore, the kitdien contained substantial woodoi 
so&s, painted sky blue,^ grouped wiih great chests 
of drawers, and about a doxen old-fadnoued, rude- 
ly-carved arm-chsdrs, the seats of which consisted 
of thongs made of the toilghbuU hide ; more com- 
fortable from their elasticity, than elegant in their 
appearance. 

The inner apartments, reserred for diow, or for 
the accommodation of chance tourists like oar-, 
selves, were more gaily tricked out with jglossy 
furniture— cupboards, spaikUng with chiua-wiiRi 
and crystal, and walls gorgeous with mirrors, so. 
uneven, however, in tb^ surfaces, that I was foin 
to relieve my eyes by turning to tiie pictures of Vir- 
gins, martyrs, and crucifixions, suspended round 
the chamber, in company with a grand series of 
eoloured prints, representing the life and advent 
tures'of that celebrated reprobate, l'enfant tk€>* 
niGUE — the Prodigal Son — a history which, bj a 
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strange pcrrersion of its origixial mport^ lias, I 
fear, sent almost as many wild chaps on thei^ land 
travels, as the voyages of Rohinson Crusoe are said 
to have lured incorrigible nmagates to sea* Be this- 
as it may, there is surely more excitement to mis- 
chief to say the least of it, in the picture which in 
the French edition bears the title of ^^ L'Extrava-* 
gance dans Texc^s," than is counteracted by the 
lesson of degradation in the next, which represents 
our Mend in the act of feeding pigs ;-especiaUy 
when the balance is again turned in his favour, by 
the fifoodly feastins: at the close, to the no small sur*; 
priJ:, ^Jno^nnreasonable indignation, of th« 
good honest soul of an elder brother, who has been 
plcdding hard at the plough in the back ground, 
during the wicked galivantings of Signor Scamp ! 
After a well-dressed dinner served in the same 
agreeable style with every thing else, we took a 
strcdl for an hour or two amongst the houses in 
the neighbourhood. These good people — the Jeans 
Bi^istes, as the French {peasantry in Canada axe 
fifcmiliarly called-rchatted quite pleasantly with us, 
for no persons could be better bred, more cheerf al» 
or apparently more happy, than they seemed to be 
in their comfortable little cottages. They spoke 
French exclusively, and told us that the whole in- 
habitants of the districts we had ,passed through, 
were tenants of the great landed proprietors, to 
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whom they paid rent, and they all declared they 
wished for no changes of any kind. Happy mortals! 

As we walked through the enclosures, we heard 
people singing in different quarters, and though 
we saw no dancing, there was every appearance of 
hilarity and contentment, untarnished by any thing 
like poverty or wretchedness. * 

We took a long sleep next day, the 29th of Au- 
gust, though I suspect most tourists in our ]^ace 
would have been up, and brushing away the m<Hm- 
ing dew by half past five or six o'clock. But we lay 
snoosing very snugly to our good landlady's infinite 
siu-prise, for she had been accustomed,.6he sud, to 
see people always in a hurry. For my part, I have 
found by experience, that as it is not possible to see 
every thing that is worth seeing in a fordgn coun- 
try, any more than it is possible to read every^Miok 
which is worth studying in a library, there is ge- 
nerally more eventual profit in viewing a few things 
well, than in running over a great number slight- 
ly. This, however, is not always literally true ; for 
it will sometimes happen in travelling, that many 
things come in the way, of which a single glance 
is sufficient to convey much lasting pleasure and 
information ; but, in the long run, the maxim will 
hold good, which recommends a careful notice of a 
few things only. 

At all events, be the philosophy of this as it 
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may, there ia certainly more satisfaction in taking 
one's morning nap before setting out, than io 
rising with the stupid cocks who have nothing else 
to do but crow. Besides which considerations, 
there is always ample daylight to wear out our 
strength if we choose to push human nature to the 
utmost limits. So that we leisurely travellers — 
who despise and abhor the idea of " getting over 
a stage before breakfast" — in the end, do just as 
much as your early stirring folks ; with this diflfe- 
rence, that we make the journey a pleasure — they 
a toil. 

The grand mistake, however, into which most 
people fall, is the obligation which they bring upon 
themselves of seeing a certain set of objects, and 
taking it for granted, that in the mere act of making 
out 'a visit to these things, the whole duty of man 
consists. Now it has long appeared to me, and I 
acted upon this principle in the present journey, 
that these said local wonders, of which every spot, 
alas ! has abundance, are merely accessaries to the 
general end of amusement or instruction — not prin- 
cipals to which every thing else is to give way. 

Our nominal obj^t, for example, on the day in 
question, was to see the Falls of St Anne ; but he-- 
cause that was the specific name which the jaunt 
.bore, was our night's rest to be thrown away ? 
Were we to snatch hasty cold meals, or scald our 
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throato with iMnHng tea, instead of doing sdeh bo- 
flinefls at leisure, mordy lyeeanse a waterEUl was 
to be seen? WonMitnot wait? Were we to wear 
and tear oorselves to pieces, to say n<M;bijfig of tae 
panting drivers and horses, in cnrder to scamper t^ 
a place, and scamper back s^ain, by a given minute, 
for no earthly reason bat because other tourists ge- 
nerally accomj&h the same distance in {he same 
interval? In short, is it wise, at any time, to graq^ 
at a parcel of shadows, and miss so many of the sub- 
stantial pleasures of travelling? Sorely it is aa 
improvement upon this cockneyfied method of mo^ 
ving over the earth's surface, to jog ^easaatly 
along, making ourselves happy with the ordinary 
allowance of sleep, and of company, and all quiet- 
ly ; then superadding, afterwards, as so much clear 
gain, what pleasures are to be jncked up from the 
contemplation of the dragons and giants which for- 
tune directs to our path, witiiout making travelling 
Knights Errant of ourselves, and tilting at every 
thing good or bad* 

But to travel in this leisurely styld you must 
keep yourselves to yourselves, and diun, as you 
would that of an evil spirit, the asastance ofguides, 
chaperons, or companions, and above dl, that of 
well-informed friends. Had we been accompanied, 
for example, on our excursion to St Anne's by any 
of the v^y pleasant and obliging people of Qu^bee^ 




LOWER CANADA. 401 

to whom etery foot of the ground is well known^ 
what a fuss they would have been in, on finding 
their victim was only beginning to think of shaving 
two hours after he ought, by their reckoning,, to 
have been under all sail on the mountain's side, 
and half way to the Falls, in full cry after the pic- 
turesque ! These fidgets would have been still more 
intolerable to themselves and^ to us, if they had 
seen us wasting our time gossiping with the na» 
tives — after a loug, desultory sort of breakfast — 
instead of packing up our sketch-books and jour- 
nalfl, as if aU nature wa« runmng away from us. 

On the 30th of August, we accompanied a pic- 
nic party firom Quebec to the village of Lorette, 
inhabited chiefly by Huron Indians, a tribe rapid- 
ly melting away under the combined action of 
civilisation and whisky. They very kindly got up 
a dance in our presence, and accompanied them- 
selves with cries and gesticulations sufficiently 
savage to establish their aborigiual identity. 

Next day we crossed to the right bank of the St 
Lawrence, and visited the Chaudiere or Kettle 
Falls, so called, I believe, in consequence of a 
number of holes worn by the stream in the sur- 
face of the rocks, into the shape of pots and pans. 
Be this as it may, the river happened to be. so 
low, that there was nothing in the way of cascade 
to be seen ; and upon the whole, we felt a mali- 
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dons satisfoGtioii at tlie curcmnstance, for we were 
begimiing to get ratlier tired of waterfalls. In- 
dependeotly of whicli, it is sometimes quite a re- 
lief to be spared the pain of inexpressible admira- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



• Before taking a final leaEve of the British North 
^American Provinces, I think it right to say a few 
words in answer to two questions that have fre- 
quently been put to me both in America and at 
home. 

: " Of what use are these Colonies to England?'' 
" Of what use is England to the Colonies ?'* 
A complete answer to such important questions 
would lead me into greater length than I at present 
contemplate, and might probably carry me beyond 
my depth ; for I had not a full opportunity of ex- 
amining this important topic on the spot. The 
following sketch, however, may help to direct the 
enquiries of persons who have leisure to pursue 
the subject further. 

In order to show that the Colonies in question 
are of great value to England in a maritime and 
commercial point of view, it is only necessary to 
mention the fact, that, in the year 1828, out of 
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{he two millions of tons of shipping whieh entered 
the several ports of the United Kingdom, (strict- 
ly, 2,094,357,) npwards of four hund^d thousand 
tons, (strictly, 400,841,) or ^nore than one-fifth 
<^ the whole, were from the North American Co- 
lonies, and ezcluffliTely British.* ^, a / . v 

At present, we enjoy not only the priyil^;e of 
supplying the Provinces with English goods, but 
through them, it is generally believed, a large and 
increasing quantity of our manofaeiures are infro- 
duced into the United States. I^ is utterly in^ 
possible, indeed, for tlw government of that coiDii^ 
try» <Hr that of England, to prevent or even seri* 
ously to check, such importations, as long as Bri- 
tish vessels have free access to the ports of Nova 
Sccttia, New Brunswick, and Canada. 

Independently of this extensive outlet ibr the* 
manufiustured goods of England, the mteroours^ 
carried on between those Colonies and Cbreat Bri^ 
tain employed, in the year 1928, no fewer than 
eighteen thousand seveki hundred and fom^teen 
seamen. (18,714.) 

In the same year, 1828, die total amount dT Bri- 
tish tonnage employed in trading with the United 
States was but little more than eighty iSiousand, 
(strictly, 80,158,) and the number of seamen em- 

* Parliameotary Paper, ordered to be pfioted on iha Sdiof Mi^ 
1829^ No. 197. 
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{doyed was lliree thousand six hundred and forty^ 
siX) (8646.) So that our trade with the North 
American Colonies alone, occupied five times as 
much tonnage, and more than five times as many 
British seamen, as the whole of the intercourse 
which we enjoyed in our own ships with the 
United Staiies. 

I know that it has been often urged, that the 
export of British goods to the United States is in- 
finitely greater now than 1% was to the Colonies 
before they revolted — and so undoubtedly it is. 
But people who make a stand on this position) 
omit two considerations. 

Judging from the {^ogress made by Novft Scotia^ 
Canada, and the other remaining provinces, since 
they have been admitted to a thorough commercial 
eompatiionship with the Mother Country, it is 
no more than fair to infer, that if the old Colonies, 
now forming the United States, had been origin-> 
ally treated in the same liberal spirit, they might 
never have deemed it their interest to withdraw 
from their allegiance. At this hour, tfaerefoce^ 
4^ey might have been, if not equally populous, 
.perhitps more prosperous than they now are. Suchy 
at least, is my own deliberate opinioii, a£t^ har 
▼ing viewed both countries. 

The other consideration which people are apt to 
forget, is, that however great Ilie m^e export of 
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oar goods to the United States may be, every art 
is used by that country to disconrage their car- 
riage by British shipping. In spite of the doctrine 
of reciprocity, I could very seldom discover an 
English flag in the forest of masts at New York. 
What is the cause, I do not exacdy know — such 
is the &ct, and the documents just quoted show 
the result. 

A simihur, or rather a much greater loss, xji one 
of the largest and best of our nurseries for seamen, 
would therefore inevitably be sustained by the de- 
fection of these Colonies. And I have no hedta- 
tion in expressing my belief, that this one consi- 
deration alone outweighs, by many d^rrees, the 
whole expenses incnired by us in mdnteining Oe 
provinces. 

By means of our present relations with those 
coimtries, we command, under all circumstances, 

41 

a great variety of useful supplies of timber, naval 
stores, fish, and other articles, not only for our- 
selves, but for the important colonies in the West 
Indies, most of which we might in time of war 
^. be obliged to procure at a great disadvantage else- 
where, if we no longer possessed the North Ame- 
rican Provinces. 

These are a few of the direct benefits arising to 
us from the Colonies ;— but the indirect ones are 
^ill more important. 
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' It seems to be a pretty general opinion^ that 
there are only two alternatives for the Provinces 
in question ; — one is^ to remain in connexion with 
the Mother Country, — the other, to merge into the 
Mate Magnum of the American Confederation* 
The probability of their forming themselves into a 
separate, independent nation, is seldom d^elt up- 
on, and is hardly to be contemplated. 

The maritime resources of the United States at 
present are limited, by climate and other circum- 
stances, almost exclusively to those parts of the 
ocean which lie on the Atlantic coast, to the north- 
ward and eastward of the Delaware ; and although 
these are no doubt very important, and daOy in- 
creasing, they are inconsiderable in comparisoni 
with those furnished by the coasts of the British 
Provinces. The American maritime line does im% 

•»aMM *__ ^^^ 

embrace above one-third of tl^e distance that <M||s / 
occupies; it possesses no single port or bay — ^noP^ 
even New York — ^to compare, in a naval point of 
view, with Halifax, and various other harbours of 
British North America, into which the largest line* . 
of-battle ships can sail at all times of the year, and .^ 
at all times of tide. It must also be recollected, 
that the climate of the Southern States is not suit-i. . 
ed to the production of hardy seamen ; while the 
Western Section of the country, where the ||tpu« 
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lati^n ismakiiig ike greatest strides, barli^ Jlxr* 
ward few of the essooitial attributes of a nay j. 

Tke fish^vQieii, SQd other thorough-bred se«iMQ» 
who crowd the Bh<Nres of the British PtoriocMil line 
^f cottrty are, muneriGally speakiogy conad^ablj 
greater than those of the American shore aUnded 
to. And I have the best authoritjr for stating^ that 
these men are not only eminently lojsl to England* 
but heartily desirons frf maintaining the waism in- 
Tiolate. Indeed^ both they, and thdr superiors in 
rieb^s and stalaon in the Colonies, have abondaaft 
reason, as I shall endeavour to show by aiidby> ftr 
being sincere in these professions. . 

The idea, that the United States can obtaja-pes- 
session of the^e provinces by copqiiegt,.|igijunrt the 
will of tibe inhabitants, is totally out of the ^pn^ 
tiyi. If the Colonists had substantaalreasQU to b# 



^Aitisfied with the Mother Country, such a 
iSngency might perhaps begin to be dioqght of; 
but as long as they are treated as they hayi) beoA 
for some years past, they must continue to.be jbify . 
as impr^nable as any part of the Parent State* 
Besides idiieh, tiie gemus and. jffaetieal structure 
of the American GoTernment are.fitich, as to ren- 
der that country entirely.unfit to engsge^in oflfen- 
sive hostile enterprises* The, niiliti^ of the JE^rq^ 
vinoes,. . c^m putting the assisti^QCe ^^ r^uliir 
troops out of the question, is in every respect as 



AMERICAN C0U3NIES. 409 

good Mthftt^ their neighboiirs; and whan figlii- 
ing on their own soil, they wonld be equally di& 
^eidt to iBubdoe. - With a fimall additional aaaatance, 
therdFore, from us, and snppoBkig the ColooiatB to 
he tfaorougMy loyal, which I hdiev« likey are, and 
itOBL certain tbey have good reason to he, any efaanee 
t)f foreign eonqtiest k altc^ther vinonary. Every 
day that the present Irienffiy Colonial poUcy ib 
p^serered in, they will find more and more rea^ 
von to beetanchandtmetodtemsdreBiandtoiM^ 
iiefiidee difioovmng more reason to rejoice thai 
tiiey iu*e not what k called Iad6penden^*--a term 
which, if we analyze it cloeely, we shall common* 
ly find a great nnsnomer* 

• If, however, we suppose the British Colonies 
iMded to the American Union, the whole face of 
maritime aflUrs in that Republic would at onee 
be dbanged. I do not now ask whether soeh a 
i^ange would, or would not, be for llie better, s» 
ire€f)ect8 ^ther of the parties concerned on that dde 
of the water; but there can be little doubt it would 
be a matt«r of smous eo^nsequeace to England, to 
find Ihe naval resources of the United States tre- 
bled, if not quadru]^ed, at a blow,---^wh3e our own 
wotdd be ^mlniiftied, if not esaetly in the same 
ratio, c^itiunly to an amount wbidi) I am sure, if 
slated fairly, would induce many persons, wha at 
present think light^ ef the Colonies^ to 
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them as mndi nuMre important possesrions tka& 
thejr are now supposed to be. 

We must nevev forget tbat the •' cheap defence 
of nations' is not to be balanced like a merchant's 
accounts — so many pounds debtor, and so man j 
pounds creditor. We must look deepw into our 
transactions, and not think alone of what we ex- 
pend, but of what we keep. And who is bold 
4iDough to say, that if, for the sake of a compara- 
tiyely trivial saving of money, we relinquish these 
noble colonies, we shdl not essentially weaken the 
foundations of the wooden wall which is proverbi- 
ally the safisguard of our island? Besides all these 
oonmderations, I may just hint in passing, that the 
tenure by which we hold the West India Tslands, 
which employ nearly three hundred thousand t<»is 
of British shipping, and fifteen thousand seamem 
annually, would be greatly weakened by the ab- 
straction of these north^n Provinces, from which 
their chief supplies are derived. Neither do I ssj 
any thing of the Newfoundland or Labrador fish- 
mes, those prc^lific nurseries of seamen ; because 
their advantages are now shared by the Amesiauis 
and by the French. Yet it should hot be fngotten, 
that, if the British Provinces were to beccmie mi^n- 
bars of the Ajqaerican Union, it is more than doubt- 
ful whether these impc»riant maritime advantages 
would be any longer shared by foi:e%n nations. 
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' T shall only further observe, on this point, that 
the British Provinces are just emerging from a 
state of infancy, or rather of youth, — ^that their 
numWs are rapidly increasing.-^d that thdr 
demands for English goods are more than keep- 
ing pace with the increase of numbers, in conse- 
quence of their more enlarged tastes and greater' 
desire for refinements, which have been fostered 
under a good government, and which may 1^ ex- 
pected to expand still more rapidly under the wise 
changes recently introduced into the Colonial ad- 
ministration. These rapidly, increasing wants, it 
must be recollected, give constant employment to 
whole fleets of British ships, afford a vent for Eng- 
lish manufactures of almost boundless extent, and 
tend to bind all parties more closely together. 

The benefit arising to England from having so 
ready an outlet for her surplus population as these 
Colonies afford, is so familiar to every one, that it 
need not be dwelt upon. Whatever be its amount, 
one thing is clear, — ^the advantage of emigration 
is more than equally shared by the Colonies. It 
would certainly be a source of mortification to us, 
to see all our emigrating fellow-subjects relinquish 
their allegiance, and become citizens of another 
country. At present, however, we have the satis- 
faction to thitik that the great body of the emi- 
grants who leave our shores, not only remain loyal 
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aad true to otf 1» Ae Proyineei^ bift b^bofM a 
siMPce of wtaMi and peikical Mrcn^ to tbost* 
inportant outworks of the Empire^-ifedotibtBy aa 
Aey may "be catted in the laitgaagerfFoTtificalion» 
liy wfaieh tile tntTeraoB of the bemgersare kqit at 
a respeelalile cEwtancofiooDt the atadeL 

Und^ jndieioiia managemeiity tborefofey on Aa. 
part of the Mothet Country^ theae impovtant Co* 
lofiies, trhieh are beeoaung more imjMNrtant every 
hom*, may not only be nmde more nadU, as tioiia- 
nal dependtiime, bnt, m a n^adre point of view, 
'•--as politically detached btnalhe United StateSs — 
ev^n 8^ more valoabfe to ns. 

In answering the second i^pterrogatory, ^ Ctf 
what use ssl&igland io the CSolonits?' I shall con- 
fine mjnMlf to a few of die leadSi^ advantages. 

In the first place, we must always roceHeeiy 
that however loyal the inhabitants of the Gokftisa 
may be^ and I conscientiottsly beKeve ti^y teaUy 
are so at this moment, it would be chdldiBhyor ra* 
ther symptomatic of dotage m tis» to expect they 
would be averse to severing the connexion, if their 
happiness Mid prosperity aa nadoiis were to be 
increased by saeh a separation. Individiials^ no 
donbt, would be fomid there, and probably in great 
mimbears^ as there always are in revolixtjions, who^ 
from a stem sense of loysl daty, would nail tlidr 
colours to the mast, and sink or swim with the for- 



▲MERICAK COLONIES. 413 

ianes of the cause under which they hare been 
bred, and either sooceed or be mined as British 
subjects. Nationally speaidng, however, these mat- 
ters are never reguhited by such feelings, but, like 
most other things in this .world, by expediency ; 
and I think' it may easily be diown, that if the 
English administration maintain tiie same enlight- 
ened policy which'^they have observed during- the 
last few years towards the Colonies, the real inte- 
rests, and with them the cordial good-will, of the 
inhabitaints will be secured, as long as we choose 
to maintain the alliance ; for nothing, I fully be- 
lieve, but our own indiscretion, can ever ui^ them 
to court a union wi|h any other power. The cards, 
to use a common expression, are completely incur 
hands, and we have only to play them well, to se- 
cure all the advantages which it is possible to hope 
for. The secret of the game, which is ^tute simple, 
may always be found. It consists exclusively in 
consulting, in good faith, the genuine interiests of 
the Colonies ; for, be these what they Aiay, they 
can by no possilnlity fail, in the long run, to be 
ours likewise. The same rules whi<^ bind man and 
man together, will, undoubtedly, apply in every 
case to nations, though, in the instance of rival 
States, as they are called, this seems always diffi- 
cult of accomplishment in pracitice, while in that of 
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€akiiy and Pterent Steta^ tbe anplieatMii Jippcsnr 
nalfy very eaqr* 

• Thft terms < Parent StBfee)' nd « Mother Cbil^ 
try/ ere not^ I tliiiik, very lnqvpUy dioaen ; or^ to 
epeek more cecreedy, they have em f iveil tibe pe* 
tied wken they were approptiete. If a term, db» 
seriptiire of the rdatioiie subebtiiig between a 
ecmntry and its edmsf, finiet be barrvwed- hma 
domestic lile$ it ooeiira to me, that one whidi d»» 
^gbates a still more Undiiip lie might be appfiad; 
irhere, aMimig^ the nomimd wiprema iy is gim 
t(0ihe party whoby natore is jdiyaedly lise stroBf^ 
eet, ihe alliaiiee may, top all tfaia ^stiaetieDy be 

i, aodtheadtsiitigcs, to er very pi ae^ 
intent and purpoa^ recqirocaL 
- When the BritiA Provinees are eompored with 
the tJidted States, it is by no means too mndi to 
gay, that the laws, which, in &/ttf are ihote of 
Eiiglaiid, are oot ti all sight more steady ; a«i« 
from tiiat cinmmstanee, befiides many others, befr* 
ter adminlBtil$red. The indqpendence of the Odo- 
nial judicial^ is mneh greater, nei^ indeed, acm-^ 
naDy, but in praetici^l^or reasosis' wlmdi I^Bhall 
have ocoadon to go into minutely in treathig' of 
this branch of the American go^ermnto^ As to 
personal freedom' imd the protection rf propcgrty> 
therefore, llie Coloiikts are, at lessl, efnal to l3ie 
Americans, and, I folly believe, mndt mmre secure. 



Tkc^ fou&datiMft 4}f .tliDie po^ttmrs viiieti pras6trv« 
sodud ordeT) Are certainly more stable takd beU^H* 
4«!gaBked io the Prcyvineee than in the United 
Sttttes. Their rulen do iiot derive their authority 
ftom those ^€g whoDi ikdr power Is to be exer* 
eieed; they look v^ and not downi.lbr.i^pcroba* 
tiotty and can, tiberefoRS use that authority with 
mote gem^ne independeoce* This doctrine) of 
course, is scouted in the United States as altegie^ 
ibttt heterodbic; but the CekKm^ when, prompted 
to compare their ^Kindition with that of their magb* 
foours, I am quite- certain^ will neyer find jcauae 
to rsgret the dis^oetiona which arise from this 
source;; and that they Heel this m they, ought to 
do, I know by ample eicperience. 
. In the United States^ pbcea of power and «mi« 
neace depend entirely upon popnhur caprice ; and« 
consequently, the candidate must often submit^ 
per force, to much that is repugnant to the best 
ladings of his nature. Where station depends- for 
its continuance upon the fluctuating will of a ji^ddy 
popidaee^. it must- be frequently, bestowed withcfut 
merits and still mora frequently be wiihdrawn 
without crimcr 

In the British Provinces, all .situations of Imh 
nour or pro^t are derived from the. crown. Thqr 
are no doubt sometime bestowed on improper per- 
sons, and afaobt^ined by, improper means. Bnt 
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tnn this be prerented l^ any bqnui deyiees yet 
invented ? Are such tfaangs prevented hf the'de* 
mocralicaliiistitiitkme of the United States? After 
all, it is perhaps better to be sabservient'to a mo- 
nardi than to a mob* Kamanmnst ocmdesemd 
to sndle in order to obtain a selfish end, it is pio^ 
baUe his charaeter will sidBer less by bowing to 
(me man above him, than by cringing to a thou- 
sand below* 

In the CMonies, mea are content to indst'i^cMi 
eqnality of ri^its, and their protection, withomt 
war dreaming of the visionary doctrine of nnirer- 
saleyiality amongst persons or property. In look** 
iag about also for prefermsvt, suited to their sla* 
laon and capacity, they are not ohl%ed to sto^ 
before they attempt to soar. Their flights, it may 
be said, are of no great devation ; but those-who 
sincerely desire to reach the comparative emmenee 
which the Provincial offices bestow, may,- general- 
ly spealdng, be convinced, that respectability of 
oimduct, nnited with suflScient talent and indnsUy 
fiurihe.due.performaiioe of puUic dntieis^ will sd- 
dom fiul to attract the attention of government ; 
and when sncfa men once gain the station to which 
they aspire, and which their knowliddge and talents 
enaUe them to fill with utility, they are sure to 
retain their place, under a syst^n of mutual con- 
fidence and proper responsibility, as long as they 
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ooinply oonfieientboily imd dSl%e]iity witk ttte 
«U%«li6&8 imposed iipon tbeoou 

Thu% all that influential clafin of men in the 
Cdkmies wbo are actuated by ani1ittio% wlbether 
cm liie great or on the small seale^ Jiave Utde xett^ 
son to wish an eaaahBmge of their pcesenf eonstita* 
tions for those of th« stormy democgraey ib thdor 
neighbourhood. 

On llie other hand^ by means of Aa eleetita 
fifanchise, which is very generally enjoydd, the 
great bulk of the people retain in their ownhfuida 
snflieient political inflttenoe to make iSmsi fed 
quite free and truly mdependent in the situation 
where natnre has placed tl»m. Happily^ abMv the 
ezerrise of their poKtieal rights does not interfere 
to any hortfnl degred with their social duiiei^ tuer 
oahy them at all out of tiieir proper sphere of 
life. 

Thus the cmnmunity at laa^ possess fully 9m 
much, if not more freedom, than their neighbours^ 
while the best inforaied and ablest members of it 
have better, and ineompacably more permanent' 
and definite, sthnutonts to honest ambitiofn than 
the same daa^ of men in the United States. -Nei* 
tfaer is the peace of soeieiy disturbed by incessaint 
contentions for tempt^rary power, and the inhaUt* 
ants of the Colonies ste enabled to manage thenr ■ 
internal affiEmrs upon more uniform principles, be». 
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tbey are oonfided to Aehands of experieseed 
and able men. All tliis is arranged in dfaneet dt^ 
fiance and ridi:nile, I admit, of the doctrine of nm- 
Tersal eqnalitjr ; bat, n^erthdess, in a manner 
' «trictly oonfoK&iable to the decrees of Providence, 
ag far as they are made known to ns by the lights 
of experience and plain common sense. 

These advantages, and many others of a similar 
character, would immediately be lost to the CUo- 
nies, if their connexion with England weare dissol- 
▼ed ; and the conviction that this is true, has so 
firm a hold on every reflecting mind in those coa»» 
tries, that I feel cfmfident of thdr not oolj con- 
firmu^ it more and-mmre #veary day, but liiat diey 
will seiae every possible of^iortanity of asdmila- 
ting 4heir condition, and intertwining Haar fi>r- 
tanes still more with a naticm, whose ccmstttation* 
has at all events the merit of working well, and 
whose prosperity seems to be at least eqmd to that 
q( any other. 

The c^donists should bear in mind, that as they 
are really and truly. Kntash Subjects, ihey evjay^ 
in common with the natives of England, the pri^* 
vilege of trading from port to port anywhere in 
dw Empire^ at large,: which no other eouu^Pies pos* 
sess. Nor is this fiiir tide to eqoal r^hts with 
ourselves any longia* counterbdbnoed, asit^waa a 
few years ago, by impolitic restrictions iqpon .th^ 
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Uitereourse with foreigners. Wherever they now 
choose to go, they carry along with them the very 
^ame privileges which are allowed to the natives 
of Ihe Old Country, and like them reap all the 
benefit of treaties made between .foreign nations 
and England. Thus they are as trnly members of 
this powerful empire as we in Scotland are, and 
they can no more be. oppressed or molested by any 
other nation than we can be. Meanwhile, they 
enjoy all the other advantages of Englishmen, 
without being called upon to share almost any of 
their burdens. The weight of taxation in every 
one of the British Colonies, i» less than in any of 
the United States ; whfts the whole expense of the 
general defence, and especially that of creating 
and maintaining a navy, and keeping up a series 
of ^powerful fortresses, is paid by England without 
our demanding any contribution from them. 

The revenues which the Colonies derive froni 
foreign trade, are applied by their own legislatures 
to the internal improvement of the respective pro- 
vinces; — ^whereas, were they to become members 
ct .the. American Confederacy^ all such duties 
woiddl:be subjected to the control of tbe Congress 
at Washington— and every . improvement the* 
made, would be ai the expense of dir^t taxation^ 
from idiich.they arie now exempt. They should 
reeoUect, also, that in the. event of a separation, 
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tii«7 wv^iild iofie tlie enonnoiis' bmefit iSbf&yo&m 
Aeirire from the dtdfes on dieir tiiiiWr mhd mm 
bring much lower in Engfand ihtaoL €boBe levied on 
th« same, or even better conunoditiest coming from 
other eoontrMr ^That we bnefit by tbis, in the 
long nm, even more titan tiie Colonies do, I folly 
believe ; bat still the loss to tiiem of snch soorces 
of profit woold be immense, incase of fiie eim* 
nezion being broken. 

It is of the greatest importanee, hot only to 
IBdgland, bat to the Colonies fikevise, that, as an 
int^nJ part of the extensive system Tery hastily 
sketched above, the Crown shoold retain a eonsi- 
d^aMe share of infln^iceft Ibe-viary heart of those 
oonntries. 

Were the salaries of die more important oA^en 
of government always faid by the Mother Conn* 
try, her infladiee iVonld, I tinnk^ be more seeme^ 
and conse^entiy the happtaess cf . die CeloaieB 
more permanent, du&n if i^ were to permit dieai 
to defray the whole expense of their civ3.1isL There 
is little donbt, I bdieve, that tb^ wovdd aasmae 
tiiat burden, if, nnlbrtanately ISbt iJ^emselveSy as 
•wfUl as for OS, they sfaoidd be called open to doss 
by the government at home- 
After all, die triflk^ expense of a t&vr of die 
civil 4>llioers in the North Amocican provinces, 
together widi die more sermofly but e^palfy 
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cessary, expenditures for maintaming tbe military 
and naval defences, are amply overbalanced by tlie 
advantages derived from this connexion, whether 
they directly advance our commercial and political 
prosperity as a naval and maui^^turing country, 
or whether they limit the maritime power of an- 
other nation whose interests are not very friendly 
to ours; — or lastiy, but not least, whether they 
contribute to the prosperity of the Colonies them- 
selves — ehildren, or rather true and loyal consortS) 
of the country in whose sunshine they flourish, 
and in union with which they enjoy a degree of 
happiness far greater, and more s^ure, than any 
nominal independeii|p can eve^ place within their 
reach. 
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